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THE PRESIDENT 
OFTHE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Excellency, 

19 February 2018 

I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a letter, dated 16 February 2018, from 
H.E. Ms. Alya Ahmed S. Al Thani, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the 
State of Qatar and H.E. Mr. Einar Gunnarsson, Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
ofIceland, Co-Facilitators of the ECOSOC review process, in accordance with Resolution 
68/1 entitled "Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the 
strengthening of the Economic and Social Council". 

The co-facilitators are convening the second informal meeting on Monday 
26 February 2018, at 10:00 a.m., in the Trusteeship Council Chamber. They are also 
sharing with Member States an informal background paper prepared by the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observers to the United Nations 

New York 

iIOS1~~~ak ---



Excellency, 

PERMANENT MISSION 

OF IcELAND TO THE UN 

16 February 2018 

This is in follow-up to our earlier letter dated 20 December 2017 regarding the General 
Assembly review of resolution 6811. 

We were encouraged by your engagement and thoughts during our first informal meeting 
on 6 February. We found the interaction very useful and it helped us better understand the overall 
expectations for this review. 

We are delighted to share with you an informal background paper prepared by the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. This paper is an input for our future discussions and 
provides us with many thoughtful questions for Member States further discussion. 

We also wish to invite you to the second informal consultations to be held on Monday, 26 
February, at 10:00 am in the Trusteeship Council Chamber. At the meeting the paper will be 
introduced, followed by questions and comments, as well as any other points Member States would 
like to raise. 

We hope this discussion will inspire you to share your ideas and proposals with us in the 
following days. 

Following the meeting we intend to prepare an informal food for thought paper to facilitate 
our further discussion and to prepare our next meeting that will take place on Monday 19 March 
at 10:00 am in the Trusteeship Council Chamber. Giving due consideration to other ongoing 
processes a further meeting could be envisaged towards the end of March. 

We look forward to seeing you and to your continued positive engagement. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest co . ration . 

~~~ , 
H.E. Ms. Alya Ahmed S. Al Thani 
Pennanent Representative of the 

State of Qatar to the United Nations 

All Pennanent Representatives and 
Pennanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 

inar Gunnarss n 
Pennanent Representative of 
Iceland to the United Nations 
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1 This informal background paper is intended solely for Member States’ reference and general information 
purposes. 
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Introduction 
 
The General Assembly will review, during its 72nd session, its resolution 68/1 “Review 

of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 
Economic and Social Council”, adopted on 20 September 2013.  Resolution 68/1 came at a 
pivotal point in UN development thinking, one year after Member States agreed on “the 
future we want” in Rio de Janeiro and anticipating the negotiations on the Sustainable 
Development Goals. The present review of resolution 68/1 takes place during a new stage of 
even more profound change at the United Nations, with efforts to implement the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, Addis Ababa Action Agenda and related international 
commitments made in 2015.2      

 
Underlying these changes is the urgent need for actors and institutions to respond to 

the transformative nature of the 2030 Agenda and to the imperative of adaptation in a 
rapidly evolving world.  At the United Nations, the Secretary-General is spearheading the 
change efforts, driven by the strong results focus of the 2030 Agenda and its fundamental 
commitment to leave no one behind.  Three separate yet interconnected reform tracks focus 
on changing the way the United Nations works in relation to sustainable development, peace 
and security and internal management, with the common overarching objective to improve 
the delivery of results on the ground for the people the United Nations serves. 

 
In the current context, Member States remain committed to revitalizing the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the UN intergovernmental bodies in line with the Charter, 
including through reinforcing their collaboration.  During the 71st session of the General 
Assembly, consultations began on enhancing the synergies and coherence across the 
agendas of the General Assembly and its main committees, and ECOSOC and its subsidiary 
bodies to ensure better alignment in support of the SDGs.  A key message from this ongoing 
process is the need for the intergovernmental bodies and entities of the UN to ensure their 
fitness for the 2030 Agenda and readiness to breach policy silos towards greater integration 
and complementarity.   

 
The same message applies to the present review of resolution 68/1, which has 

become inextricably linked to the ongoing change efforts and provides an opportunity for 
Member States to ensure the Council is fulfilling its expected functions.  Resolution 68/1 is 
rooted in attempts to maintain and strengthen ECOSOC’s effectiveness in line with complex 
and changing global development challenges.  Its starting point was itself the product of the 
2005 World Summit, that took stock of the first five years of implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals.  Resolution 68/1 builds on the provisions of resolution 
61/16 to reinvigorate the Council’s role in coordination, policy review, policy dialogue and 
recommendations under a new, integrated sustainable development paradigm.   

 
The key intent of resolution 68/1 was to strengthen ECOSOC’s functioning through 

the following measures: 
 

                                                        
2 Paris Agreement, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
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A. provide substantive leadership to the ECOSOC system and the United Nations 
development system through the adoption of an annual main theme;  

B. play a key role in promoting and achieving the balanced integration of the 
three dimensions of sustainable development, including by convening an 
integration segment;  

C. enhance system-wide coherence and coordination and to address issues 
requiring the effective response of the United Nations system.   

D. address potential synergies between sustainable development, humanitarian 
assistance and peacebuilding, including through supporting complementary 
efforts to respond to humanitarian emergencies; 

E. bring emerging issues to the attention of Member States and other 
stakeholders; 

F. promote the participation of major groups, including non-governmental 
organizations, other relevant stakeholders and regional organizations, while 
retaining its intergovernmental nature; 

G. improve the working methods of the Council, including by spreading the 
segments of the Council throughout an annual cycle.  

 
This informal paper seeks to highlight key issues in the implementation of resolution 

68/1 for the consideration of Member States, against the larger picture of ongoing alignment 
with and response to the 2030 Agenda.  The review of resolution 68/1 facilitates Member 
States’ reflection on whether ECOSOC’s current arrangements are sufficient for supporting 
the 2030 Agenda and related commitments, and offers the potential to make refinements as 
needed.  The review also allows for an assessment of how the arrangements of resolution 
68/1 are working along with the various additional functions that have been assigned to the 
Council since 2013.  This includes those functions mandated in A/RES/70/299 on the follow-
up and review of the 2030 Agenda at the global level, which is due for review—alongside 
resolution 67/290 on the format and the organizational arrangements of the High-level 
Political Forum, in the 74th session of the GA.  It could also reflect on the institution of other 
new mechanisms such as the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development Follow-up, 
among others.  Moving forward, Member States have an important opportunity as part of 
this review to contribute to the ongoing process of renewing the commitment of the United 
Nations in its pursuit of global development, peace and prosperity.   

 
A. Strengthening ECOSOC’s common vision and strategy  

 
In resolution 68/1, the General Assembly sought the establishment of a more 

coherent and integrated ECOSOC system, where all components of the Council—and its 
annual cycle—are complementary and deliver results “greater than the sum of its parts”.  The 
resolution reflected Member States’ awareness of the need for ECOSOC to improve the use 
of its entire analytical reserves and intergovernmental architecture to support the 
implementation, follow-up and review of the new sustainable development agenda.  A key 
priority has been improving the complementarity and effectiveness within the ECOSOC 
system, drawing on the different strengths of each subsidiary body. 
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Member States thus requested ECOSOC to take a more issues-based approach and 
adopt an annual main theme to guide the overall work of the Council and its subsidiary 
bodies throughout the 12-month cycle.  The selection of an annual theme aimed to focus the 
efforts of the ECOSOC system to improve the effectiveness and relevance of policy guidance 
on sustainable development to Member States and development actors.  To the extent 
possible, the ECOSOC system and UN development system were to align their work to the 
main theme.   Doing so would harness the power of the Council’s full range of resources, 
including those of its functional commissions and expert bodies, through improved 
harmonization, coordination and a clear division of labour vis-à-vis an over-arching theme.   
 

ECOSOC has adopted annual main themes on a multi-year basis from 2017 through 
2019 (see Annex I). This is in recognition that the successful alignment of work across the 
system benefits from a predictable time-table for specifying the theme.  In line with GA 
resolution 67/290, the themes were agreed with a view to build synergies with the HLPF.  
The HLPF was mandated to have a thematic focus in line with that of the Council, be 
consistent with the 2030 Agenda and include a rotating subset of Sustainable Development 
Goals.3  Furthermore, in GA resolution 70/299, Member States decided that ECOSOC should 
ensure alignment of its annual main themes and corresponding annual themes of the HLPF 
to foster coherence.   

 
During the review of resolution 68/1, Member States could focus on the extent to 

which ECOSOC is effectively providing policy guidance through a common vision and 
strategy, including through the current approach to the annual main theme.  There have been  
some concerns that the contributions of the Council’s various subsidiary bodies are 
sometimes limited by a range of factors – distinct working methods, agendas and calendar 
sequencing, among others – in contributing to the Council’s work in keeping with the agreed 
theme.   However, with sufficient notice and a multi-year perspective in choosing themes, the 
ECOSOC system is better positioned to adjust their work, to support and enrich the Council’s 
work.  Member States could consider what, if any, meaningful changes to the current 
approach might be needed to improve harmonization in this regard, including by 
addressing any ongoing obstacles.  This could include a discussion of any possible 
adjustments to ECOSOC segments and forums, as well as the functional commisions 
and expert bodies, which would enable the Council to more effectively deliver on its 
mandates.  This discussion could also take greater consideration of the specific attributes of 
the respective subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC and the unique value each brings to bear with 
respect to guidance and recommendations for the 2030 Agenda, whether for example, as an 
intergovernmental space, a more independent, expert-led body, or a more multi-stakeholder 
platform. 

 
There could also be further discussion of the current approach to selecting and 

using an annual main theme for ECOSOC and a separate theme for the HLPF under its 
auspices and the extent to which it promotes an improved common vision and 
strategic approach by the Council.  The work conducted by the ECOSOC system could be 
enhanced to contribute to the shaping of an overall vision of progress, gaps and necessary 

                                                        
3 A/RES/67/290 
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political guidance of the 2030 Agenda at the HLPF and the High-level Segment. To enable 
meaningful participation and contributions by all bodies and forums in the HLPF and High-
level Segment, the work of ECOSOC and HLPF, including agendas and schedules, could be 
more strongly aligned and decided upon with sufficient time for planning, coordination and 
building opportunities for synergy.   

 
There has been some criticism that the current arrangements—especially regarding 

the distinct but closely related themes of the HLPF and ECOSOC—create confusion, leading 
to analysis generated throughout the cycle that has limited impact and insufficient scope and 
depth.  It has also been said to generate what has been called “theme fatigue”, which has 
made it difficult for meaningful linkages to be strengthened within the system and, according 
to some, has posed burdens on Member States.  There are some proposals for addressing 
this, ranging from moving towards one, unified theme between ECOSOC and the HLPF, as 
well as the Integration Segment, to more clearly selecting two distinct themes for ECOSOC 
and the HLPF.    

 
Relatedly, Member States could discuss how ECOSOC could continue to improve 

its leadership and strategic direction on the 2030 Agenda through enhanced impact 
and relevance of the policy guidance it produces.  Whether it is the Ministerial 
Declaration—adopted at the conclusion of the HLPF and High-level Segment—or the agreed 
conclusions, decisions and resolutions resulting from the ECOSOC system’s various 
deliberations, the Council can improve the impact of its overall policy dialogue and 
recommendations.  As a first step, the Council could focus its deliberative functions on critical 
issues that have been clearly highlighted by Member States and its subsidiary system as 
needing further guidance.  At the same time, overly formulaic meetings that do not advance 
tangible progress or practical outcomes in support of the SDGs could be avoided.  Within the 
system, the Secretariats could make further efforts to ensure that the policy guidance is of 
high-quality, relevant and targeted to the appropriate ECOSOC Segment, forum or platform. 

 
An essential component of the Council’s strategic guidance is the cutting-edge 

analysis it receives on global development trends through mandated reports.  Member 
States may wish to better align such mandates with the objective of directly informing 
discussions in the Council and improving the quality of policy guidance emanating 
therefrom, based on strengthened analyses.   
 

B. Pursuing substantive integration  
 
The 2030 Agenda is a universal agenda, which treats poverty and sustainable 

development holistically across the economic, social and environmental dimensions.  In its 
implementation, integration across these three dimensions is, therefore, essential.  A key 
objective of resolution 68/1 was for ECOSOC to support implementation and follow-up of 
the emergent development agenda by providing integrated policy guidance and 
recommendations to Member States and to the ECOSOC and UN development systems. The 
integrated guidance and recommendations disseminated by ECOSOC would be built on the 
various technical outputs and intergovernmentally agreed conclusions and resolutions 
emanating from the various subsidiary bodies of the Council. 
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There are some 30 UN bodies that have a direct reporting relationship to the Council: 

eight functional commissions, five regional commissions, three standing committees, one ad 
hoc body, eight expert bodies and four related bodies. ECOSOC also reviews the work of 
another 14 standing bodies that report formally to the GA.  Historically, ECOSOC had 
operated in a highly decentralized manner where the Council largely took note of decisions 
made by its subsidiary bodies.  
 

Generating integrated policy guidance requires close coordination between the 
Council, the ECOSOC system and the UN development system with respect to agenda-setting 
and reporting.  This includes coordinating in line with the various actors’ distinct mandates 
and decision-making timelines to ensure an integrated approach to the annual main theme. 
Ideally, the respective entities contribute inputs that would be useful for the development of 
integrated and specific policy guidance, including for the Ministerial Declaration of the 
ECOSOC High-level Segment.   Resolution 68/1 established the Integration Segment to 
facilitate discussions on integration and consolidate inputs from Member States, the ECOSOC 
system, the wider United Nations system and other relevant stakeholders.  
 

One challenge since the adoption of resolution 68/1 has been to link the Integration 
Segment to the rest of the ECOSOC cycle in a way that maximizes the contributions to it and 
the recommendations flowing from it. The review of resolution 68/1 could consider how 
the Integration Segment relates to other segments of the Council and whether it could 
be better timed to more effectively feed into the HLPF and High-level Segment, such as 
holding it closer to these events.  This evaluation might also suggest the need to focus 
directly on the ECOSOC main theme and dispense with the current practice of adopting a 
separate theme for the Integration Segment, which addresses a targeted aspect of the main 
theme (see Annex II).    

 
Apart from theme selection, another option for enhancing the impact of the Segment 

could be to focus its discussions in areas requiring significantly strengthened integration 
efforts towards the 2030 Agenda.  Intergovernmental fora have repeatedly acknowledged 
the special situation of African countries and the need to significantly step up integrated 
efforts to support the achievement of the SDGs in the region.  The Integration Segment 
could continue, therefore, to include space for global policy dialogue on African 
development priorities, including areas of synergy between the African Union Agenda 
2063 and the 2030 Agenda.    It could also include greater focus on the impact of emerging 
trends and “frontier” issues on sustainable development on the continent, such as the impact 
of rapid technological change and intensifying effects of climate change.   
 

Member States could also evaluate how the policy recommendations coming 
from the Integration Segment might better inform discussions at the HLPF and High-
level Segment and influence the Ministerial Declaration more effectively. The principal 
outcome of the Integration Segment is a Summary by the Vice-President of ECOSOC.  In 
recent years, the Integration Segment has had a somewhat limited contribution to the 
Ministerial Declaration.  The content and form of inputs that are submitted by the ECOSOC 
system and other stakeholders could be modified to ensure their usefulness in the 
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development of integrated policy recommendations for use by Member States.  For example, 
ECOSOC could improve and make more systematic the way it communicates with and solicits 
inputs from the various subsidiary bodies in preparation for each annual cycle to ensure 
better coordination and planning in support of integration.   

 
The possibilities for thematic alignment between the varied work programmes of the 

functional commissions, expert bodies and ECOSOC might be limited.  However, Member 
States could consider discussing as part of their review of resolution 68/1, how they 
see a more effective integration of the subsidiary bodies into the Council’s work given 
their critical contributions to the 2030 Agenda and related commitments.  Practical, 
actionable recommendations in this area would help ensure that integration was occurring 
both structurally and substantively within ECOSOC’s work in support of the 2030 Agenda.     

 
C. Fostering effective system-wide coherence and coordination  

 
In resolution 68/1, the General Assembly sought to improve ECOSOC’s impact on 

system-wide coherence and coordination, including through building stronger linkages 
between the normative and operational aspects of the UN development system.  The 
resolution focused on the Operational Activities for Development Segment as the main 
vehicle for doing this within the Council. It instructed ECOSOC to use the Segment to:  
 

1. provide overall coordination and guidance for operational development funds and 
programmes on a system-wide basis, including that which is formulated by the 
General Assembly, such as the quadrennial comprehensive policy review; 

2. concentrate this guidance on cross-cutting and coordination issues related to 
operational activities;  

3. make efforts to focus on improving the overall impact of operational activities of the 
United Nations system in support of national development priorities; 

4. contribute to the establishment of key system-wide policy orientations for the 
development cooperation and system-wide country-level modalities of the UN 
system. 

 
To enhance coordination and guidance on system-wide action, resolution 68/1 called 

for moving the Operational Activities for Development Segment to be held immediately 
following the first regular session of the Executive Boards of the funds and programmes of 
the UN system.  In addition, governing boards of operational entities that report to ECOSOC 
were requested to identify, in their reports to the Council, issues and actions to be taken.  
Those involved in the implementation of sustainable development strategies at the national 
level, including national officials and country-level representatives of the UN system, were 
also encouraged to participate in the Segment. 

 
Furthermore, the General Assembly agreed in 68/1that ECOSOC would foster more 

effective normative-operational linkages in the work of the UN system for development. The 
Council can achieve this by rising above entity specific-considerations of the respective 
governing boards and serve as a platform for system-wide guidance and oversight for 
promoting operational effectiveness and providing substantive strategic direction. This 
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function involves the strengthened engagement of policy makers and practitioners from the 
country level.  

 
To what extent these measures have led to greater coherence could be one 

aspect for further consideration by Member States as part of the review of resolution 
68/1.  For example, it has been difficult to change longstanding practices of UN development 
system entities reporting to ECOSOC on operational activities for development as pro forma.  
Furthermore, efforts continue to improve the meaningful participation of stakeholders in the 
Segment by system representatives and stakeholders supporting implementation on the 
ground.    

 
Some of these ongoing challenges have been taken up in the Secretary-General’s 

follow-up report of December 2017 on the repositioning of the UN development system.4  
Member States could take into account the proposals made for strengthening the 
accountability, transparency and oversight of the operational activities for 
development within ECOSOC.   Among others, these proposals included changes to the 
content and structure of the Operational Activities for Development Segment (OAS) to 
underline its unfulfilled potential as an accountability platform for system-wide 
performance on the 2030 Agenda. This could be achieved through reinvigorating the OAS by 
holding two sessions per year, each with a distinctive focus.  The first of the biannual 
meetings of the OAS would provide policy guidance on system-wide action at all levels, 
including the regional level, by inputting independent system-wide evaluations and 
facilitating annual reporting on the system’s collective support to the SDGs. The proposal for 
the second of the OAS biannual meetings envisions the meeting as a space for strengthening 
guidance provided to the governing bodies of the UN development system and coherence 
across the system. Further proposals were made for how the second session of the Segment 
could also be used to strengthen the normative-operational linkages across sustainable 
development, humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding efforts, to be discussed below. 

 
D. Addressing the “development-humanitarian-peacebuilding continuum” and 

emergencies 
 
In recognition of the strong link between humanitarian assistance and sustainable 

development, resolution 68/1 called for the Council to continue, through the Humanitarian 
Affairs Segment in June, annually, to contribute to strengthening the coordination and 
effectiveness of United Nations humanitarian assistance. It also called upon the Council to 
support and complement international efforts aimed at addressing humanitarian 
emergencies, including natural disasters, to promote an improved, coordinated response by 
the United Nations.5   It noted that the annual special event of ECOSOC on the transition from 
relief to development constitutes an important opportunity to discuss progress in advancing 

                                                        
4 A/72/684–E/2018/7 
5 In line with this mandate, ECOSOC has convened special meetings on emergencies, including Typhoon 
Haiyan in the Philippines (2013), the Ebola virus (2014), the El Niño phenomenon (2016) and the aftermath 
of hurricanes in the Caribbean region (2017) as well as a briefing on the Zika virus (2016). 
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the 2030 Agenda in crisis contexts, with a view to reducing risks, vulnerability and levels of 
need. 
 

Member States further requested in 68/1 that the Presidents of ECOSOC and the 
General Assembly maximize synergies and effectiveness with other UN intergovernmental 
bodies, including the Peacebuilding Commission. This request was reinforced in the 2016 
review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture 6 , which also encouraged the 
Peacebuilding Commission to draw on the expertise of relevant Economic and Social Council 
subsidiary bodies.   

 
Overall, the calls for greater synergies across these areas have been complemented 

by the most recent Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review7, where Member States called 
upon the United Nations development system, in full compliance with their respective 
mandates, to enhance coordination with humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding efforts 
at the national level in countries facing humanitarian emergencies and in countries in conflict 
and post-conflict situations.  

 
The report of the Secretary-General on repositioning the UN development system 

responded to the growing momentum for the UN to address the development-humanitarian-
peacebuilding continuum.  With reference to the proposal on holding two meetings of the 
Operational Activities for Development Segment each year, the second of the two meetings 
could focus on enhancing guidance on how the UN development system coordinates with 
humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding efforts.  To promote greater coherence in this 
area, it was proposed that the second meeting of the Segment could be held back-to-back 
with the Humanitarian Affairs Segment.  It could also leverage a redesigned ECOSOC event 
on development and humanitarian collaboration, which could build on the transition event, 
as well as the joint meeting of ECOSOC and the Peacebuilding Commission.   

 
The report also stated, that it will be “critical… to ensure proper support for the 

Peacebuilding Commission and its strengthened advisory, convening and bridging role 
among the principal organs and relevant entities of the United Nations”. The work of 
ECOSOC and the Peacebuilding Commission could benefit from the contributions of 
ECOSOC subsidiary bodies focused on issues pertinent to countries emerging from 
conflict. For example, some functional commissions, including the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) 8  and the Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW)9, have adopted resolutions with relevant policy advice for countries emerging from 

                                                        
6 A/RES/70/262 and S/RES/2282  
7 Paragraph 24, A/RES/71/243 
8 In 2004, ECOSOC adopted a resolution (E/2004/25), at the recommendation of CCPCJ, on “the rule of law 
and development: strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice institutions, with emphasis 
on technical assistance, including in post-conflict reconstruction”. This was followed by another resolution 
(E/RES/2006/25) on “strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice institutions, including 
in post-conflict reconstruction” in 2006. 
9 In 1998, the CSW considered the issue of women and armed conflict and adopted agreed conclusions for the 
accelerated implementation of the strategic objectives of the Beijing Platform for Action, in particular the 
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conflict. Furthermore, the fifteenth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
(UNPFII) focused on the theme of “indigenous peoples: conflict, peace and resolution” in 
2016, and the Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) focused on public 
governance for results in post-conflict and post-disaster countries in 2011, with specific 
recommendations for follow-up.  

 
E. Bringing global attention to emerging issues 

  
The General Assembly also emphasized in resolution 68/1 that the Council “needed a 

strengthened issues-based approach to enhance its lead role in identifying emerging 
challenges and promoting reflection, debate and innovative thinking, as well as in achieving 
a balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development”.  Since the 
adoption of 68/1, ECOSOC continues to provide a platform to bring attention to emerging 
issues with potential implications for sustainable development and to promote coordinated 
action in response to them. Relative to other entities, the Council also has a unique 
comparative advantage in the flexibility with which it can convene ad hoc meetings on short 
notice on emerging issues of global importance.  This is an increasingly important function 
given the potential for shocks and crises in the economic, social and environmental spheres 
to disrupt States’ successful pursuit of the SDGs.   
 

ECOSOC has recently addressed issues as diverse as rising inequality, globalization, 
the growing role of public-private partnerships, changing trends in South-South cooperation 
as a complement to North-South cooperation and risk-informed response to natural 
disasters.  Although these issues might not be entirely new, the Council has filled deliberative 
gaps by organizing special meetings on aspects of the sustainable development agenda that 
are complex in their multi-dimensionality and may require a more timely, flexible, 
innovative and multi-stakeholder response.   

 
For example, in recognition of the SDG challenge to leave no one behind, the 2016 

ECOSOC Special Meeting on Inequality brought together leading experts on inequality to 
conceptualize, analyse and recommend solutions for inequalities.  In 2017, The ECOSOC 
Special Meeting on infrastructure, industrialization and innovation highlighted the catalytic 
effect that progress on SDG 9 would have on poverty eradication efforts, structural 
transformation and progress on other Goals.  It resulted in the scaling up of two initiatives 
for accelerating progress in this area – the Programme for Country Partnership and 3ADI+ 
(the Accelerated Agribusiness and Agro-industries Development Initiative) – led by UNIDO 
and FAO, respectively, and drawing on the participation of other UN and external partners.  
In both instances, inter-agency analytical work was generated to inform the discussions of 
Member States and development stakeholders.  Member States could consider how 
ECOSOC would continue to address trends in these areas, building on the existing 
strong foundation. 

 

                                                        
chapter VI.E on “women and armed conflict”. Furthermore, CSW adopts an annual resolution on the situation 
of and assistance to Palestinian women and a biennial resolution on the release of women and children taken 
hostage, including those subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts. 
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Climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing all nations today leading to 
negative consequences across all three dimensions of sustainable development and 
dramatically threatening to reverse national development gains in all countries.  While the 
issue of climate change has been addressed through various meetings of the Council (such 
as the panel on climate change and nutrition during the April 2017 CMM, and the ECOSOC 
Special Meeting on recent hurricanes in October 2017), given the urgency to act on climate 
change, the Council could devote systematic attention to the economic and social 
dimensions of climate change and the interlinkages between the 2030 Agenda and the 
Paris commitments and climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
 

Increasingly, ECOSOC is putting new, frontier issues on the agenda in response to 
growing demand from Member States and based on a “scanning” of emerging issues with 
relevance to sustainable development.  In recent years, ECOSOC has co-organized two joint 
meetings with the Second Committee that address frontier issues, including one on fairer 
globalization in 2016 and another on artificial intelligence in 2017.  Both meetings provided 
an opportunity for Member States to interact with global experts on complex topics of vital 
importance for national development and international cooperation. One of the outcomes of 
the meeting on artificial intelligence was a proposal for the UN to improve its engagement 
with issues arising from rapid technological change and sustainable development, and to 
facilitate international dialogue on these issues, guided by ethics and human rights, societal 
values, transparency and public responsibility.  These frontier issues will be critical to future 
deliberations in the Council, given the exponential growth in new technologies and scientific 
breakthroughs and their inter-linkages with SDGs such as equality, decent work and health 
and well-being. 
 

F. Engaging stakeholders 
 

Resolution 68/1 emphasized ECOSOC’s important role as a platform for multi-
stakeholder participation and for engaging all relevant stakeholders in the work of the 
Council, particularly with respect to its integration function and contribution to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. More than 4,860 non-governmental organizations are 
currently in active consultative status with ECOSOC, and the growing demand for inclusion 
remains an important aspect of the Council’s work, including through the Committee on 
NGOs.  Moreover, there is a much wider spectrum of stakeholders beyond civil society which 
must be considered in the context of the 2030 Agenda, including Parliaments, the UN system 
and other international institutions, local authorities, indigenous peoples, civil society, 
business and the private sector, the scientific and academic community.  Further 
consideration could be given to the challenge of streamlining the rules and practices 
of participation of such stakeholders in ECOSOC, its forums and Functional 
Commissions.  These rules and practices vary greatly, and streamlining could   better 
support the 2030 Agenda, which calls on all countries and all stakeholders to act in 
collaborative partnership in its implementation.  

 
Some consideration could also be given to deepening the quality of 

participation and interface of stakeholders with the Council’s functions, including 
with respect to their role in implementation, follow-up and review of the 2030 
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Agenda.  Although civil society registration remains high—notably through the Commission 
on the Status of Women, the Youth Forum and increased accreditation—the participation of 
some key stakeholders such as the private sector and local governments remains a challenge 
in various contexts.  Additionally, the participation of the international financial and trade 
institutions in ECOSOC deliberations is mandated by the Addis Ababa Action Agenda as part 
of the Financing for Development Forum’s programme and occurs also as part of an annual 
dialogue at the High-level Segment.  There is a concern that high-level engagement by these 
actors, particularly the Bretton Woods institutions, at multiple meetings of the Council on an 
annual basis could prove challenging.   

 
Member States highlighted in resolution 68/1 two deliberative functions that the 

Council could build upon to ensure its inclusiveness.  First, they recommended that youth be 
further integrated into ECOSOC discussions, with specific reference to the positive 
experiences of the ECOSOC Youth Forum.  The Forum has become the main knowledge-
sharing platform for youth on the SDGs with significant Ministerial participation, and a hub 
for youth engagement. As the Youth Forum deliberations are beginning to impact policy-
making at the national level, it may be useful for the policy proposals coming out of the 
Forum to be considered by relevant functional commissions and other expert bodies of 
ECOSOC. 
 

Member States recommended that ECOSOC continue to strengthen its partnership-
based approach through the ECOSOC Partnership Forum.  Since the adoption of resolution 
68/1, the Council has enhanced its engagement with key partners through the ECOSOC 
Partnership Forum, as well as other forums including the Development Cooperation Forum 
(established in the aforementioned resolution 61/16) and the Multi-stakeholder Forum for 
Science, Technology and Innovation for the SDGs.  For example, the Development 
Cooperation Forum (DCF) has built a multi-stakeholder platform for reviewing the latest 
trends and progress in international development cooperation, including its quality, impact 
and effectiveness in contribution to the 2030 Agenda.  The DCF has forged a network of key 
policy makers and practitioners that generates concrete policy guidance, while also 
informing the work of the HLPF and Financing for Development follow-up process.  
Additionally, during the HLPF, a Partnerships Exchange is organized annually to look at the 
role of partnerships in driving implementation of the SDGs and showcasing lessons learned 
and best practices.  Greater synergies could be created through these various endeavours. 
 

At the same time, the role of partnerships has increased within the UN system’s 
support to national sustainable development efforts.  There is a recognized need in this area 
for the Organization to improve its approach to managing risks and ensuring oversight in a 
way that promotes its values and innovation.  In the December 2017 follow-up report on the 
repositioning of the UN development system, the Secretary-General called for a stronger 
institutional response and system-wide approach to partnerships for the 2030 Agenda.  The 
proposal envisions key Secretariat actors making respective contributions in support of 
these partnership efforts, with the deliberative space for their further discussion provided 
by the Council. 
 

G. Improving working methods  
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In line with the change of the annual ECOSOC cycle (from a calendar year to a July-to-

July cycle), Resolution 68/1 called for closer collaboration and a better flow between the 
substantive work of the Council’s subsidiary bodies (see Annex III). The resolution mandates 
that the adoption of the Council’s annual main theme be decided based on inputs from the 
subsidiary bodies, as well as from Member States. Resolution 68/1 also called upon the 
ECOSOC subsidiary bodies to review its provisions in relation to their respective work 
programmes, with a view to exploring necessary adjustments and changes to their methods 
of work, reporting and timing of their sessions. This was intended to facilitate consideration 
of substantive changes to their work programmes, if required, as well as of meaningful ways 
to contribute to the High-Level Segment and the High-Level Political Forum under the 
auspices of ECOSOC. 
 

Some Functional Commissions have reviewed their working methods, with a view to 
providing adequate follow-up to the 2030 Agenda. Annual meetings of the Bureau of ECOSOC 
with the Chairpersons of the Council’s functional commissions and other expert bodies have 
focused on the alignment of themes with the ECOSOC main theme, substantive contributions 
by the ECOSOC system to the overall work of the Council and ways to improve the 
operational-normative and other linkages.  

 
In addition, some functional commissions adopted a multi-year programme of work 

to align with the main theme of ECOSOC and to support the thematic reviews of the HLPF, 
including the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on Population and 
Development, the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and the UN Forum on Forests (see 
Annex IV).  As mandated, the bodies have also begun to include in their reports an executive 
summary, clearly identifying the conclusions and recommendations and issues that may 
require attention and/or action by the Council. 

 
The timing of the selection of the annual main themes by the Council has been critical 

for the functional commissions’ ability to align themselves to the main theme and to the 
timely contribution of their substantive work. Further, new measures that were adopted in 
resolutions 67/290 and 70/299 created, in some cases, arrangements that add complexity 
to the goal of creating synergy and coherence as well as avoiding duplication between the 
Council’s deliberations and those of the HLPF 

 
It has been difficult for the ECOSOC system to contribute to the various requests for 

inputs for the HLPF, ECOSOC main theme and the Integration Segment; the timing of the 
sessions of some bodies has amplified this difficulty. This was partly because there were no 
adjustments made by subsidiary bodies to the reporting and timing of their own sessions.  
Some functional commissions are also hampered in their effort to contribute more 
effectively to the ECOSOC main theme, mainly due to the inconsistency of their thematic 
cycles with that of ECOSOC.  As discussed in relation to the Integration Segment, currently, 
the inputs from the ECOSOC system are received individually in a staggered manner.  It 
would perhaps be beneficial for ECOSOC to receive a coherent set of messages and policy 
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recommendations from the ECOSOC system, such as through the Integration Segment, and 
flowing into the HLS and HLPF.   

 
The review of 68/1 offers an opportunity to consider how to refine the 

integration of the various functions of the different parts of the ECOSOC system in a 
structured cycle that supports the coordinated and coherent implementation of the 
2030 Agenda. In this regard, the timing of the different segments of ECOSOC and the 
sessions of its subsidiary bodies as well as their working methods—especially related to 
providing integrated perspectives and analysis around the main theme of the ECOSOC 
cycle—would further contribute to the development of integrated and specific policy 
recommendations that support the global review of progress in the 2030 Agenda. At the 
same time, flexibility within the cycle and system to address emerging issues and changing 
priorities remains critical. 

 
An additional concern that could be addressed as part of the review of 

resolution 68/1 regards the cycle of the terms of Member States elected to ECOSOC 
and the Functional Commissions, which in both instances continue to be organized 
according to the calendar year.  This had an unintended impact on the functioning of 
ECOSOC and the extent to which the subsidiary bodies can contribute effectively to the 
Council’s work as envisaged in resolution 68/1.  Improvements in the working methods 
would, therefore, also include agenda-setting and reporting timelines of the entire ECOSOC 
system and the UN development system.  
 

Additionally, the former coordination and general segments were merged into 
Coordination and Management Meetings (CMMs), which are held on dedicated days 
throughout the year at the discretion of the Council, taking into consideration the work 
programmes of the functional commissions and other expert bodies that report to ECOSOC. 
A few substantive items also remain under the purview of the CMMs related to countries in 
special situations, African countries emerging from conflict and Haiti, as well as some special 
topics.  One challenge is that the CMM has been perceived mainly as a formulaic and 
procedural session to endorse the reports and decisions of the ECOSOC subsidiary bodies, 
and consequently has not attracted sufficient interest from Member States. Furthermore, the 
more substantive items falling under the follow up to conferences and review of country 
situations are not given consideration in any in-depth manner.  The review of 68/1 could 
consider how to better align the ECOSOC cycle to reinvigorate the substantive 
consideration of items and engagement throughout the cycle, including in the CMM, or 
through the absorption of some of its agenda items into other ECOSOC Segments, such 
as the Integration Segment.  
 

There is, therefore, scope for further improving the Council’s and ECOSOC system’s 
working methods to ensure that the sequencing of sessions will culminate in the global 
review of the 2030 Agenda in HLPF and the High-level Segment.  In their review of 
resolution 68/1, Member States could consider how any new arrangements are well 
matched to the overarching objective of ensuring that the collective strength of the 
intergovernmental system is fully mobilized to support follow-up, implementation 
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and review of the 2030 Agenda; otherwise, some of the challenges and inconsistencies 
described above could continue. 

 
H. Key questions for further consideration: 

 
• How can ECOSOC’s efforts to achieve a balanced integration of the three dimensions 

of sustainable development be further strengthened? 
• How can ECOSOC strengthen inter-linkages across the dimensions of sustainable 

development, humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding in support of delivering 
results on the ground? 

• How do Member States see ECOSOC more effectively meeting the demand for an open, 
neutral platform for learning about and discussing complex and “frontier” issues with 
implications for sustainable development? 

• How could multi-stakeholder participation and outreach be improved across the 
work of ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies?   

• How could the features of the High-level Segment (HLS) and the High-level Political 
Forum (HLPF) on sustainable development be reconciled to ensure that both 
effectively support the 2030 Agenda? 
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Annex I:  

Main themes of ECOSOC and the High-level Political Forum (2017-2019) 

 
Year ECOSOC High-level Political 

Forum10 
2017 “Eradicating poverty in all 

its forms and dimensions 
through promoting 
sustainable development, 
expanding opportunities 
and addressing related 
challenges” 

 

“Eradicating poverty and 
promoting prosperity in a 
changing world” 

2018 “From global to local: 
supporting sustainable 
and resilient societies in 
urban and rural 
communities” 

 

“Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient 
societies” 

2019 “One world for all: 
empowering people to 
build equal and inclusive 
societies” 

 

“Empowering people and 
ensuring inclusiveness 
and equality” 

 

  

                                                        
10  A rotating set of Sustainable Development Goals was selected for review in depth at the HLPF each year, 
including the annual review of Goal 17.  In 2017, Goals 1,2,3,5,9 and 14 were reviewed.  In 2018, Goals 
6,7,11,12 and 15 will be reviewed, and in 2019, Goals 4,8,10,13 and 16. 
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Annex II: 
 
Themes of the Integration Segment 
 
2018: Innovative communities: leveraging technology and innovation to build sustainable 
and resilient societies.  
 
2017: Making eradication of poverty an integral objective of all policies: what will it take? 
 
2016: Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through policy 
innovation and integration 
 
2015: Achieving sustainable development through employment creation and decent work 
for all 
 
2014: Sustainable Urbanization 
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Annex III:  
 
ECOSOC 12-month cycle 
 

 
 

ECOSOC 12-month cycle 
JAN 

Late JULY 
ECOSOC Organizational 

M¢¢ting 

• launch of new Theme 
• Election of President 
and Bureau 

• Adoption of Programme 

of work 

- CMM (Coordination and 

Management Meeting) 

JULY 
Culmination of cycle 
on main theme 

High-level Segment 

• High-level Political Forum 
Minister"'l Segment (preceded 
by HlPF senior Officials 
Meeting) 

• Oialogue with International 
Financial and Trede 

Institutions 
• Thematic Dialogue 
• Adoption of ECOSOC 
Ministc rta l Of:clara t ion 

- Youth 
Forum 

JUNE 
- HAS 
(Humanitarian 
Affairs 
Segment) 

- CMM 

- Dialogue with 

Chief EXKutives 
Board (CEB) 

- Joint Meeting 
with Peacebuilding 
Commi~sion 

FEB 
- Operatwnal 
Activittes for 
Development 
Segment 

MAY 

- Integration 
Segment 

- Multi-Stakeholder 
Forum on Science 
and Technology 
and Innovation for 
the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

- High-levd 
Development 
Cooperation Forum 
(biennial) 

Winter & Spring 
- Meetings of Functional 
Commissions 
- Financing for 
Development Forum 

- Special Meeting of the 
Council on International 
Cooperation in Tax 
matters 
_ Ad-hoc Meetings (Spring 

and/or F"II) 

APRIL 
- Partnership 
Forum 

- CMM 
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11  2018 ECOSOC Theme: From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and rural communities 
   2018 HLPF Theme: Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies (SDGs 6, 7, 11, 12, 15 and 17 will be reviewed in depth) 
   2018 Integration Segment: Innovative communities: leveraging technology and innovation to build sustainable and resilient societies 

Annex IV: 
 
Sample mapping of subsidiary bodies, their themes and response to A/RES/68/1 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 
 

Subsidiary 
body 

Date and 
location of the 

session 
2018 Theme 

ECOSOC-related agenda 
item11 

Changes in response to A/RES/68/1 and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

Commission for 
Social 
Development 

29 January-7 
February 2018 
(56th session), 
New York 

Priority Themes: 
Strategies for eradicating poverty to 
achieve sustainable development for 
all (2017-2018) 
 
Emerging Issue:  
Towards sustainable and resilient 
societies: Innovation and inter-
connectivity for social development  

Agenda item on Emerging 
issues, which is usually 
devoted to a contribution to the 
Council’s annual theme 
   

In 2014 (E/RES/2014/3), the Commission decided that it would: 

• report on social aspects related to the agreed main theme of ECOSOC;  

• utilize its agenda item on emerging issues to promote consideration of relevant 
issues on the agenda of the Council 

In 2016 (E/RES/2016/6), the Commission decided that it:  

• would contribute to the follow-up to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, within its existing mandate, by supporting the thematic reviews  

• report on social aspects related to the agreed main theme of the Council 

• decided that the priority theme for the 2017–2018 review and policy cycle would 
be “Strategies for eradicating poverty to achieve sustainable development for all”; 

• Decided that the Commission shall keep its methods of work under review. 
In the 56th session, expected outcomes of relevance (still TBD as of 7-Feb) include: 

• contribution to the follow-up of the 2030 Agenda, within its existing 
mandate, by supporting the thematic reviews 

• annual themes 

• adoption of a multi-year programme of work with consideration for 
follow-up to WSSD, the programme of work of the council and the 2030 
Agenda 

• priority theme for 2019 as “Addressing inequalities and challenges to 
social inclusion through fiscal, wage and social protection policies” 

Commission on 
Population and 
Development 

9-13 April 2018 
(51st session), 
New York 

Sustainable cities, human mobility 
and international migration 
 

N/A 

In 2016 (E/RES/2016/25), the Commission decided to  

• contribute to the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development within its existing mandate 

• continue its current practice of selecting a special theme for each annual session, 
taking into account the thematic focus of ECOSOC and the HLPF.  

In 2017, the Commission decided that with its 53rd session in 2020, it shall adopt a 
four year cycle for the review and appraisal of the PoA of the ICPD and its 
contribution to 2030 Agenda, as part of a multi-year work programme aligned with 
the main theme of the Economic and Social Council and with the thematic focus of 
the high-level political forum under the auspices of the Council.  

Commission on 
Science and 
Technology for 
Development  

30th March -4th 
April 2018 (21st 
session), New 
York 

(1) The role of science, technology 
and innovation in significantly 
increasing the share of renewable 
energy by 2030; 

Pursuant to A/RES/68/1, a 
ministerial round table is held 
to discuss the ECOSOC’s 
main theme, and the outcome 
(Chair’s summary) is submitted 

The Commission decides the priority themes for its consideration at its following 
session.   

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/united-nations-commission-for-social-development-csocd-social-policy-and-development-division/csocd56.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/united-nations-commission-for-social-development-csocd-social-policy-and-development-division/csocd56.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/united-nations-commission-for-social-development-csocd-social-policy-and-development-division/csocd56.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/2018/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/2018/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/2018/index.shtml
http://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1272
http://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1272
http://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1272
http://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1272
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(2) Building digital competencies to 
benefit from existing and emerging 
technologies, with special focus on 
gender and youth dimensions. 

to the Council for its 
consideration during HLS. 

Commission on 
the Status of 
Women  

12 to 23 March 
2018 (62nd 
Session) New 
York 

Priority theme: Challenges and 
opportunities in achieving gender 
equality and the empowerment of 
rural women and girls 
Review theme: Participation in and 
access of women to the media, and 
information and communications 
technologies and their impact on and 
use as an instrument for the 
advancement and empowerment of 
women 

Agenda item on follow-up to 
ECOSOC resolutions and 
decisions. 

At its 59th session, CSW reviewed its methods of work, in which it decided  

• to report on the aspects relating to gender equality and the empowerment of 
women of the agreed main theme of the Economic and Social Council, in order to 
contribute to its work 

• to continue to discuss emerging issues, inter alia, with attention to relevant 
issues on the agenda of the Council, in particular its annual main theme 

At its 60th session, CSW decided on priority and review themes for its 61st (2017), 
62nd (2018) and 63rd (2019) sessions.  

United Nations 
Forum on 
Forests 

7-11 May 2018 
(13th session) 
New York 

Policy dialogue on the thematic and 
operational priorities, priority actions 
and resource needs for the period 
2017-18, taking into account the 
review cycle of the HLPF during the 
biennium and the theme of the 
International Day of Forests 

N/A  

• The thematic focus of UNFF sessions are determined by the multi-year 
programme of work adopted by the Forum (2000-2005, 2007-2015, and most 
recently 2017-2020). 

• UNFF has included a standing agenda item on consideration of thematic and 
operational priorities, including priority actions and resource needs for the 
biennium, taking into account the review cycle of HLPF during the biennium and 
the theme of the International Day of Forests, at each session of the Forum as 
part of the quadrennial programme of work for the period 2017-2020. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/

