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The Philippines commends H.E. Mr. Marc-André Blanchard, Chair of the 

Peacebuilding Commission, for convening the remaining meetings of the 2020 Review of 
the Peacebuilding Architecture. We also thank the distinguished resource persons for 
their comprehensive and insightful remarks on the “full, equal and meaningful 
participation of women in peacebuilding.” 
 

Since the concept of the peacebuilding architecture was first introduced in 2005, it 
has evolved from an “afterthought” in the peace continuum, to a “principle” that flows 
through all UN engagements whether in terms of preventive action, peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, post-conflict recovery and reconstruction.     
 

Five years ago, the three major reviews on peace operations, the peacebuilding 
architecture and the implementation of Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, 
Peace and Security led to two (2) major conceptual shifts: (i) adopting the term “peace 
operations” to denote the full spectrum of responses, and (ii) introducing “sustaining 
peace” as a new framework and a shared responsibility across the Organization before, 
during, and after the conflict. 
 

The Philippines is committed to promote the role of women in peacebuilding. It fully 
supports the implementation of Resolution 1325 as it recognizes the pivotal role of women 
in peacebuilding and conflict resolution. It applauds the work of the UN system in 
integrating gender dimensions in all aspects of peacebuilding. Including women in peace 
operations lead to outcomes that make peace operations more effective and inclusive. 
Women bring unique perspectives to peacebuilding and peacekeeping which leads to 
improved situational awareness, enhanced access to critical services and deepened trust 
with local communities, among other outcomes. 
 



 

Pursuant to Resolution 1325, the Philippines launched its second cycle of the 
National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security in March 2017, and since then, the 
Government has achieved significant milestones along the pillars of empowerment and 
participation, protection and prevention, and promotion and mainstreaming of women’s 
roles in international peace and security. Women fully, meaningfully and effectively 
participated in the Peace Process with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) that led 
to the eventual passage of the Bangsamoro Organic Law in 2018. More than women’s 
participation, the Philippines aims for women’s leadership in all levels and areas of the 
peace process. The head and chief negotiator of the Government Panel during the peace 
talks with the MILF was a woman. The MILF panel also had women who championed the 
women agenda in the process. Among the provisions of the Bangsamoro Organic Law is 
the allocation of reserved seats for women in the Parliament and in the Bangsamoro 
Cabinet.  
 

The Philippines implemented the gender-specific recommendations of the 
Transitional Justice and Reconciliation Commission and became the first country in the 
world to formulate and implement a Regional Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security. 
This regional action plan is part of the Government’s efforts to localize 1325. It is now in 
its 4th year of implementation.  

 
Regional partnerships are also crucial in advancing the Women, Peace and 

Security agenda. In this vein, the Philippines is actively involved in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations’ initiatives to mainstream the WPS agenda in the work of the 
group. In 2017, ASEAN leaders issued a Joint Statement on Promoting Women, Peace 
and Security in ASEAN which encouraged the inclusion of the WPS agenda in policies 
and programs for the protection of women and girls. In 2019, ASEAN held the Senior 
Official’s Conference on Gender Mainstreaming in the ASEAN Political-Security 
Community Sectoral Bodies. Among the issues discussed in this conference was the 
promotion of women’s empowerment and participation in post-conflict situation and 
implementing the Joint Statement in Promoting Women, Peace and Security in the 
ASEAN.  

 
ASEAN has established the ASEAN Women and Peace Registry, a compendium 

of women leaders in ASEAN with expertise in the various aspects of peace processes, 
including as negotiators, mediators, facilitators, researchers and others. The 
establishment of the Registry aims to strengthen the capacity of women as peacebuilders, 
to encourage a gender-balanced approach to peace and conflict, and to recognize a pool 
of ASEAN women experts in the field of peace and reconciliation.  The ASEAN Institute 
for Peace and Reconciliation or AIPR, ASEAN’s research arm, can also share best 
practices and lessons learned on conflict management and conflict resolution involving 
women peace negotiators and advocates.  

 
 As a concept that includes institutional entities such as the Peacebuilding 
Commission (PBC), the Peacebuilding Fund (PBF), and the Peacebuilding Support Office 
(PBSO), the Philippines believes that the peacebuilding architecture primarily needs to 
be nationally owned and inclusive across all segments of society. The Peacebuilding 



 

Commission, in particular, is uniquely placed to promote greater harmony between the 
sub-regional, regional and international dimensions of post-conflict response. 
 
 Focusing on the Women in Peacebuilding elements of the 2020 review of the PBA, 
the Philippines reiterates our support for calls that women’s political participation and 
leadership must be expanded “beyond the peace table.” We continue to encourage the 
Secretary-General to promote the gender dimensions of peacebuilding, including by 
delivering gender-sensitive and gender-targeted programming. The Philippines actively 
participated in this year’s Special Committee on UN Peacekeeping Operations or C-34 
Substantive Session which recognized the 20th anniversary of Resolution 1325 (2000) 
and underscored that the continuing implementation of the Agenda, including into all 
stages of analysis, planning, implementation and reporting, is key to the operational 
effectiveness and success of peacekeeping missions. 
 
 Recognizing past best practices and emerging policy consensus on the 
peacebuilding and sustaining peace agenda, the Philippines will continue to actively 
participate in the on the 2020 Review of the Peacebuilding Architecture.   
 
 Thank you. 
 

 


