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Dear Secretary General, distinguished Сo-chairs, Ministers, colleagues, 

Ukraine commends the Secretary General for his efforts to further strengthen the peacebuilding 

component in the UN activities. Convening this Conference appears to be a proper step to this end. 

Ensuring peace remains a critical challenge today. Even the COVID-19 pandemic, that prompted a call 

to end hostilities worldwide, has changed little in today’s world affairs where armed conflicts are still a 

recurring feature. The ongoing Russian aggression against Ukraine, illegal occupation of Crimea and 

parts of Donbas serve as a powerful example. 

We believe that prevention is a central component of sustainable and durable peace. We commend 

strong accent on prevention made in the Peacebuilding Fund 2020-2024 Strategy, which should be 

implemented at national and regional level. Enhancing democracy and rule of law in the countries, which 

are clearly the source of regional instability, military intervention and occupation, should be in focus of 

UN peacebuilding activities.       

Prevention also includes promotion and protection of human rights and prominent role for women and 

youth in all stages of peace consolidation. 

National peacebuilding and post-conflict recovery should not be building sand castles in the air. It 

requires a tailored approach, which takes due account to the root causes of conflict. This is particularly 

important in case of inter-State conflicts. 

It is necessary while conducting all peacebuilding activities to uphold the purposes and principles of the 

UN Charter, including the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political independence 

of Member States.  

National ownership should be the essence of the peacebuilding activities, including in terms of financing. 

It is therefore a crucial prerequisite for ultimate success to ensure effective and efficient fund utilization 

and to streamline the budgeting to supporting concrete nationally owned priorities and efforts. 

The issue of access to the affected population should be also in the core. The situation when all 

humanitarian organizations are forced to stop their activities in the occupied territories must be treated 

as unacceptable.  

We also deem it important to mainstream the environmental implications of armed conflict, threats to 

natural World Heritage sites and biodiversity hotspots in peacebuilding and reconciliation, peacekeeping 

operations and in humanitarian response and recovery. 

Thank you. 


