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Chair of the Conference, Mr. Secretary-General, 
 
Co-Chairs,  

• H.E. Julius Maada Bio, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
• H.E. Abdalla Adam Hamdok, Prime Minister of the Republic of 

the Sudan 
• H.E. Marc Garneau, Foreign Minister of Canada, Chair of the 

Peacebuilding Commission 
• H.E. Heiko Maas, Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 

Federal Republic of Germany 
 
Distinguished Participants, please permit me to extend fraternal 
greetings from the people and government of The Gambia. 
 
Excellencies,  
I would like to express appreciation to you, the Peacebuilding Commission 

and the Peacebuilding Fund for the invitation extended to my delegation to 

participate at this very important high-level replenishment conference of the 

fund.  

 

My profound gratitude and thanks go to the Peacebuilding Commission 

Chair, Ambassador Bob Rae and Members of the Commission as well as 

Mr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, Assistant Secretary-General of UN 

Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO) and his dynamic team for the 

exemplary support and continued engagements of our two offices. I wish to 

also recognize our very able country-team under the leadership of Mrs. 

Seraphine Wakana, the Resident Coordinator for their excellent 

commitment in bridging relations between the Fund and the Government of 

The Gambia.  

 



Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 
This replenishment conference is highly welcomed, and we are happy to 

share insights on the importance of the Fund, which has fundamentally 

contributed to the continued progress of our transition from its inception. 

We also recognize that there are no successes without challenges, and we 

have without a doubt, experienced a few in our journey, which we have 

successfully mitigated with the continued and relentless support of our 

partners. I will, therefore, limit my intervention to the progress we have 

made and the challenges pertaining to the constitutional review process, 

ongoing reforms, and good governance as well as highlight how impactful 

the financial and technical support of PBF has been for us.  

  

Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 
It would have been more enriching for my team to have joined you in New 

York and provide the Conference with an in-person interactive participation 

on our transition as it is done traditionally. Nevertheless, we accept the 

virtual meeting under the extraordinary circumstances warranted by the 

COVID – 19 Pandemic, in the interest of work continuity. We remain 

particularly grateful for your ongoing support to the transition agenda of the 

Government. The Gambia has come very far - from the clutches of a brutal 

dictatorship through the dark days of our political impasse to a restored 

vibrant democracy today.  

Thanks to the early and timely funding support from the Peacebuilding 

Fund (PBF), The Gambia’s political transition immensely benefitted from a 

healthy dose of optimism and catalytic transformation. With the launch of 

various reform programmes and transitional arrangements through the 



PBF’s support, we continue to witness good governance that is built on the 

rule of law and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

Political stability, pluralism and participatory democracy have become the 

order of the day in our new democratic dispensation. Press freedom is 

once again being consolidated with the proliferation of more print media, 

citizens’ shows, private TV stations and new media houses. Civil society is 

now operating with freedom, vibrancy and without fear of government 

clampdown or interference. Before the onset of the unfortunate 

circumstances of COVID-19 Pandemic, the economic growth of The 

Gambia was at 6.6% in the first two years of the current government.  

Many of our young people who undertake the perilous journeys across the 

Sahara and the Mediterranean began to see meaning in taking advantage 

of the opportunities the Government and its partners provide. These are the 

dividends of democracy, peacebuilding and sustaining peace in the new 

Gambia that must be sustained. All of these positive developments would 

not have been possible without the real-time support of the PBF. The 

goodwill and solidarity that you continue to demonstrate towards The 

Gambia will remain critical in our medium and long-term stability and 

prosperity as a society. 

Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

In the area of transitional justice, the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations 

Commission (TRRC), would have successfully completed its mandate by 

now if not for the unexpected delay imposed by the extraordinary 

conditions of the Pandemic. The institutional hearings concerning the 



wrongs committed by the state apparatus are ongoing with keen public 

interest including active victim participation in the proceedings. It is our 

hope that the PBF will continue to support the TRRC in the discharge of its 

mandate and providing support to the victims of human rights abuses of the 

past government. The victims will continue to need psychosocial support 

and care. Managing the expectations of victims in terms of reparations is a 

matter that must be urgently addressed as well as providing them with 

critical medical and healthcare support. The support of the PBF could make 

a critical difference in this regard. How to address the case of perpetrators 

of heinous human rights violations with a view to addressing impunity 

should be part of a long-term strategy and mechanisms beyond the 

TRRC’s lifespan.  

Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

In the area of rule of law, the Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) 

produced a draft constitution following nation-wide consultations through a 

participatory approach, which included Gambians in diaspora. The vibrant 

participatory governance that we enjoy today characterizes our national 

discourse on what we agree or disagree on in our Parliament and that is 

why it is possible for the draft constitution at its second reading was stalled 

in the Parliament after witnessing a healthy national debate.  

The Government is still conducting further consultations to address some 

concerns before a final legislative process is resumed. We are grateful to 

the PBF for the ongoing support in the evolution of this critical exercise, 

which we hope, will usher in an enduring era of good governance with an 

empowered citizenry.  



Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

For the first time, we have a National Human Rights Commission that is 

now functional, and the Government is now meeting its reporting 

obligations under various human rights instruments and treaties. All of this 

was possible because of the support provided by the PBF. These are the 

kinds of institutions that will not only contribute to the consolidation of 

peace but also instill a culture of respect for human rights for our people 

and institutions. Capacity constraints are there but the Government is 

committed to restoring the country’s image as a bastion of human rights.  

Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

Concerning the impending Security Sector Reform, which has been 

steadily progressing considering its sensitive nature, the Government has 

recently adopted a Security Sector Reform Strategy (SSRS), which covers 

the period from 2020 to 2024. In accordance with the strategy, the Office of 

National Security currently prepares, in coordination with concerned 

stakeholders, a Defense Policy and an Internal Security Policy. As we enter 

the election year, of December 2021, a review of the Elections Act has 

been carried out following consultations with the Independent Electoral 

Commission and other stakeholders.  The Elections Bill was tabled before 

the National Assembly during the December session. All of these was 

made possible because of the readily available financial support of the 

Fund. We continue to rely on this commitment to this very important and 

sensitive process. 

 

 



Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, 

We are a country in transition with huge needs for reform but hampered by 

serious capacity constraints. We are trying to reform our civil service so 

that it can deliver services that meet the expectations of our people. We are 

also strengthening the judiciary so that it can strengthen its independence 

and deliver swift and true justice. We are trying to fight corruption through 

the establishment of an Anti-corruption Commission. We are also making 

efforts to have a Peace Commission as a vehicle to resolve conflicts and 

minimize internal tensions and disputes. Land disputes also need to be 

comprehensively addressed as they have become one of the major 

sources of disputes across the country.  

In closing Mr. Chair, Co-Chairs, we are fully aware of the enormity of the 

challenges that we are facing as a society in transition, but we are equally 

grateful that the PBF and partners will continue to accompany us into the 

foreseeable future. The critical support that you have provided and 

continue to provide is sustaining our peace. The theme and purpose of this 

High-Level Conference is highly relevant. My delegation honoured this 

invitation with renewed hope that your continued support will remain a 

priority in the agenda of the Secretary-General. In view of this, The Gambia 

as a beneficiary of the Fund, is pledging $50, 000 to the Fund and sincerely 

thanks all partners for their contributions and commitment towards the 

replenishment of the Fund.  

I thank you for the opportunity.   


