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 Secretary-General, Heads of State and Government, Ministers, colleagues and 

friends.  

 It is an honour to represent Ireland at today’s replenishment conference for the 

UN Peacebuilding Fund. 

 Our first-hand experience of conflict on the island of Ireland, and our ongoing 

work to sustain and support this peace, has deeply influenced Ireland’s 

commitment to support peacebuilding efforts globally. We brought that 

experience to our membership of the Peacebuilding Commission.  And it is why 

Ireland has put peacebuilding at the heart of our term on the UN Security Council. 

Our headline priorities on the Council are: building peace, strengthening conflict 

prevention and ensuring accountability.  

 The Peacebuilding Fund is critical to all of these. It can help prevent conflict 

before lives are lost and costly peacekeeping interventions are needed, and sustain 

peace in fragile contexts. It provides an entry point for women, young people and 

civil society. And it bridges humanitarian, development and peace actions to put 

affected people at the centre of our work.  

 Ireland was one of the earliest supporters of the Peacebuilding Fund. Since its 

inception we have contributed more than €20 million. We are very proud to be 

one of its top donors.  

 Deepening that partnership is very important to us. For that reason, I am delighted 

to announce today that Ireland will provide €10 million to the Peacebuilding Fund 

from 2020 to 2024. This represents a 33% increase in Ireland’s average annual 

contributions, and an extension of our commitment from three to five years. 

 We look forward to working even more closely with the Fund, with those 

supporting it – including the EU – and with the countries benefiting from it, some 

of whom I am delighted to see co-hosting this event today. 

 I call on all who are able to contribute to the UN Peacebuilding Fund, and help 

make the “quantum leap” you have called for, Secretary-General, which is so 

urgently required. 

 Thank you. 

 


