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Guinea-Bissau was one of the first countries to engage with the UN Peacebuilding 
Commission, which established the Configuration in 2007. Chaired by Brazil, the 
primary focus of the Configuration has been to provide a platform for the 
Government of Guinea-Bissau and its partners to exchange on the challenges 
impeding stability and long-term development as well as to help mobilize 
international and regional support for the country’s peacebuilding and 
development priorities.
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Guinea-Bissau has experienced persistent instability, with recurring political crises 
and tensions between the civilian and military leadership. The peaceful conduct 
of legislative and presidential elections in 2019 represents a critical step towards 
the consolidation of democracy in Guinea-Bissau and offers a privileged 
opportunity for the country to focus on the implementation of its development 
priorities and key reforms. The high turn-out in the elections confirmed the strong 
support from the population for a democratically elected government. However, 
obstacles remain in consolidating peacebuilding gains. The political deadlock 
which followed the conclusion of the elections highlighted the continued political 
tensions, which require the continuous attention of the international community.

The departure of external actors marked the country in the last years. The 
peacekeeping mission of the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) in Guinea-Bissau, deployed by the regional bloc following a military 
coup in 2012, came to an end in 2020, after eight years in the country. Moreover, 
the mandate of the United Nations Integrated Peacebuilding Office in 
Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS) came to an end in 2020, after two decades of support. 
The subsequent reconfiguration of the UN presence in the country presents an 
opportunity for a renewed UN Development System engagement to support the 
Government’s peacebuilding and sustainable development agenda. The 
international community, led by the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), has provided strong support to the political process and the national 
reform agenda, in particular under the “Guinea-Bissau P5” formula (the African 
Union (AU), the Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP), ECOWAS, 
the European Union (EU), and the UN).  



PEACEBUILDING FUND (PBF) IN GUINEA BISSAU

PEACEBUILDING FUND IN ACTION

The UN Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund is the organization's financial instrument of first resort to sustain peace in 
countries or situations at risk or affected by violent conflict. The Fund may invest with UN entities, governments, regional 
organizations, multilateral banks, national multi-donor trust funds or civil society organizations. 

ABOUT THE PEACEBUILDING FUND

Over the period of 2018-2020, PBF invested $11.6 million in Guinea Bissau, covering different, mutually reinforcing sectors: 
dialogue and national reconciliation, strengthening of the formal and informal justice sectors, women and youth empower-
ment, strengthening professional and conflict-sensitive media reporting, supporting the fight against transnational crime, and 
supporting the systemic reforms agreed in the Stability Pact of 2019.  

Over the last two years, the Fund’s support to the civil society groups, in particular women’s groups, has strengthened their 
capacity and voice and helped in the negotiation and signing of the Stability Pact in February 2019, ensuring continued 
respect of the ECOWAS brokered Conakry Agreement by all political actors. The Fund also helped to bring the voices of 
vulnerable and marginalized groups from the countryside to decision-makers in the capital. 

In 2019 the PBF projects helped to contribute towards the peaceful holding of legislative and presidential elections in March 
and November 2019 through elections-related support such as trainings for candidates, radio and televisions debates, and 
the domestic monitoring of the polls together with the local authorities. With the PBF support, the integrated Election Monitor-
ing Cell and Women’s’ Situation Room, which enabled a single monitoring operation on the electoral process from CSO’s, 
was activated and deployed across the country for the legislative and presidential elections, giving greater credibility to the 
electoral process. The PBF also supported targeted campaigns encouraging women to vote, contributing to strong results on 
women’s participation. The Fund also supported a media fact-checking team during the elections, monitoring media for 
hate speech or fake news. Moreover, with the Fund’s support, the first professional journalism course was created and the first 
Women’s Radio was established in Bafata, which helped to defuse tensions in one of the most disputed electoral regions.

Since 2020, the PBF support is primarily focused on the residual peacebuilding priorities following the closure of UNIOGBIS in 
2020, including on supporting dialogue between the political parties and within the Legislative Assembly, furthering the 
Stability Pact reforms, and enabling the state institutions to provide a more effective response to the drug trafficking and 
other organized crime and hence reduce the fragilities linked to those. As part of this, the Fund has supported the implemen-
tation of the tripartite joint plan of action between ECOWAS, UNIOGBIS/UNDP and UNOWAS, including efforts to support the 
revision of the Constitution and to foster effective interparty and political leader´s dialogue via the Good Offices Group of 
the People’s National Assembly (ANP). The Fund has also provided support to the creation of a Civil Society Concertation 
Space to champion stability in the country, including through the approval of a “Common Agenda of CSOs for Peace and 
Development”. The Fund is providing support to the ANP’s Specialized Commission for judicial and constitutional affairs, 
human rights and public administration for the revision of the electoral and political parties’ laws. PBF is also working with the 
national technical committee in charge of the elaboration of the National Anti-Drug Strategy. 

LOOKING FORWARD
Looking forward the PBF will continue to support the transition from UNIOGBIS and the capacity of the UN Country Team to 
support the key residual peacebuilding priorities after the Mission withdrawal. In 2021, the Fund hopes to support human rights 
protection and inclusive democratic spaces.
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As part of its Gender and Youth Promotion Initiative, the PBF is supporting a project implemented by Interpeace aimed at strengthening 
the role and leadership of youth to enhance their inclusion in and influence on democratic development and peacebuilding 
processes in Guinea-Bissau.

 “It is fundamental for youth to build their capacity to participate and create a change in the paradigm, making old people trust in their 
new competencies and innovative capacities”, says Frei Michael, a project participant in one of the dialogue sessions conducted by 
the project.

In 2021 the project has mobilized 394 people from different generations in a national dialogue process to develop a common vision 
on challenges and opportunities of youth participation in decision making at the local level. The dialogues, carried out in all of the 11 
regions of the country, gave the opportunity to connect youth leaders with representatives of key government institutions belonging to 
older generations. 11 roadmaps – one for each region of the country – have been developed, setting up a common strategy and 
action plans identified and approved by all youth and institutional participants. The roadmaps include the priorities and suggestions 
for more effective youth participation. More than 160 representatives from the Local Administration, traditional institutions, Security and 
Defense Forces (SDF) and Political Parties validated the priorities identified, showing their openness to the dialogue with younger 
generation.


