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    09 November  2010

To :  Members of  the PBC – Burundi  Configurat ion          

 

Informal meeting of  the Country Specif ic  Configuration 
of  the PBC on Burundi,  New York 03 November 2010 

Chair ’s  Summary 

 

On Wednesday,  3 November  2010,  f rom 10:00 am to 01:00 p.m,  in 
Conference Room 4 of  the Temporary North Lawn Bui lding,  an informal  
meet ing of  the Country-Specif ic  Configurat ion on Burundi  of  the  
Peacebui lding Commission (PBC Burundi Configurat ion)  took place under  
the  chairmanship of ,  H.E.  Ambassador  Paul  Seger,  Chair  of  the Burundi  
Configurat ion.  In  addi t ion  to members  of  the Conf igurat ion,  the  
Department  of  Pol i t ical  Affairs  and the Peacebui lding Support  Off ice  
at tended in New York.  The government  of  Burundi ,  representat ives  of  the  
Internat ional  Community in Burundi ,   representat ives  of  the  civi l  socie ty  
and BINUB at tended from Bujumbura via videolink.   

 

The purpose of  the meet ing was to receive a br ief ing by a representat ive of  
the Government   of  Burundi  on the most  recent  developments  in  Burundi  
fol lowing the complet ion of  the 2010 elect ions ,  to be updated on the 
current  processes  of  redef ining the s t rategy of  the UN engagement  with  
Burundi  including the  preparat ion of  the post  BINUB mission and to 
discuss next  s teps  of  the configurat ion.  A work plan of  the chair  was  
dis t r ibuted before the meet ing.   

 

Briefing by the Government of  Burundi:  The Minister  of  External  
Relat ions  and Internat ional  Cooperat ion August in Nsanze s tated that  the  
newly mandated inst i tut ions of  government  have assumed their  
responsibi l i t ies  and are  engaged in  the preparat ion of  a  new phase of  
development  of  the country.  Minis ter  Nsanze addressed the securi ty  
s i tuat ion which is  an issue of  concern to  many.  He assured par t ic ipants  
that  the securi ty s i tuat ion was good,  as  assessed by the President  with his  
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experts  [a  day before this  meet ing] .  The minis ter  s tated that  there  were 
groups of  bandi ts  at tacking individuals  in their  homes,  that  the major i ty of  
networks behind those groups were dismanteled and that  the author i t ies  
were confident  to  have a l l  secur i ty problems resolved over  a  shor t  t ime.  
The minis ter  a lso informed the meet ing that  the government  is  in  
discussion with the  UN about  the future UN engagement  in the country.  
Mr.  Nsanze s ta ted that  the  government of  Burundi  expects  BINUB to c lose 
af ter  i ts  mandate  expires  on 31 december  2010 and that  the nature of  the 
rela t ionship between Burundi  and the UN wil l  change accordingly f rom an 
approach based on monitor ing and report ing to a model  based on 
consulta t ion and cooperat ion.  Minis ter  Nsanze re jected the not ion of  a  
cont inuing t ransi t ion and insis ted on enter ing a new phase of  establ ishing 
a normal  development  par tnership be tween Burundi  and the UN. Burundi  
envisages  BINUB to be replaced by a  l ight  s t ructure of  55-80 UN staff  
plus  local ly recrui ted s taff .  The mandate  of  the new s t ructure,  i t s  name and 
the t i t le  of  the Head of  the  Mission are under  discussion,  as  wel l  as  the  
quest ion of  use and t ransfer  of  BINUB assets .  Minis ter  Nsanze underl ined 
that  in the  view of  the government  of  Burundi  there should be a role for  a  
cont inued engagement  of  the Peacebui lding Commission in  Burundi .  
Minis ter  Nsanze conf i rmed Burundi’s  wil l ingness  to assume the Presidency 
of  the East-Afr ican Community ( to  be decided upon in  December)  and 
asked for  support  f rom internat ional  par tners  in this  regard.  

 

Briefing by the Department of  Polit ical  Affairs :   Joao Honwana,  
Director  of  the Afr ica I  Divis ion of  the Depar tment  of  Pol i t ical  Affairs ,  
br iefed on the Secretar iat’s  assessment  of  the s i tuat ion and on the s tatus of  
preparat ion for  a  successor  mission to  BINUB. Mr.  Honwana s t ressed that  
despi te  the boycot t  of  elect ions  by some pol i t ical  par t ies  and a fear  of  
ensuing violence,  Burundi  was able  to  undergo the elect ions in  s tabi l i ty  
and calm.  The pol i t ical  landscape af ter  the elect ions is  character ized by an 
absence of a  pol i t ical  opposi t ion.  Pres ident  Nkurunziza’s  s ta ted intent ion 
to  govern in  a  spir i t  of  inclusiveness  and to  bui ld  pol i t ical  br idges is  taken 
as  an encouraging s ign.  DPA ident i f ies  two fundamental  r isks  to  s tabi l i ty,  
one being the absence or  a  delay in the mater ial isat ion of  “peace 
dividends”,  and the other  being a  lack of  pol i t ical  space for  the 
extraparl iamentary opposi t ion to communicate with the government .  
Regarding the s tatus  of  planning for  the  future UN engagement ,  a  s t rategic  
assessment  report ,  based on a  miss ion on the ground in August ,  has  been 
f inal ized and wil l  be considered by the Secretary General’s  pol icy 
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commit tee  shor t ly.  I t  wi l l  be taken into account  by the Secretary-General’s  
report  to the Securi ty Counci l  on BINUB due later  this  month.  In October,  
a  technical  design miss ion was deployed to  Burundi  to f inal ize detai ls  on 
shape and s ize of  a  BINUB successor  mission.   

Changes in the leadership of  BINUB :  In the meet ing,  i t  was  conf irmed by 
the representat ives  of  the Secretar iat ,  that  ERSG Charles  Petr ie  wil l  s tay a t  
his  post  unt i l  the end of  the year.  His  deputy,  Bintou Kei ta ,  has  lef t  her  
post  in October.  In  a le t ter  to the Secretary-General ,  the  chair  has  asked 
for  a  t imely appointment  of  new UN leadership at  th is  cr i t ical  juncture.  

 

Assistant Secretary-General  Judy Cheng-Hopkins ,  Head of  the 
Peacebui lding Support  Off ice,  highl ighted the spir i t  of  opt imism she 
encountered during her  vis i t  in  Burundi  las t  August .  She highl ighted the 
high percentage (50%) of  women elected to Par l iament  and the act ive c ivi l  
society,  in  par t icular  the qual i ty of  the work being done by the ant i -
corruption  organizat ion OLUCOME. She ident i f ied two specif ic  r isks .  One 
is  corrupt ion which is  a  dis incent ive to foreign investment .   The other  one 
is  the specter  of  reemergence of  armed confl ict ,  as  raised by recent  
comments  of  former  FNL leader  Agathon Rwasa and fueled by any lack of  
long-term perspect ive for  demobil ized combatants  and associated groups.  
Ms.  Cheng-Hopkins  underscored the need to address  the lat ter  issue.   

 

Briefing by the Chair on World Bank visit :  With a view to make the PBC 
Burundi  avai lable for  incorporat ing sensi t ive peacebui lding issues into the 
new Poverty  Reduct ion Strategy Paper  to  be prepared by the government  of  
Burundi ,  the chair  on 6 Oct  vis i ted the World Bank.  A summary of  the vis i t  
is  a t tached.  

 

Questions and Comments:  The fol lowing members  took the f loor :  
representat ives  of  Mexico,  Belgium [both in Bujumbura and New York] ,  
Nether lands,  Norway,  EU,  UK, AU, and a representat ive of  the Civi l  
Society  in  Bujumbura.  Al l  congratulated Burundi  on the successful  
complet ion of  the  elect ions .  Several  par t icipants  underl ined that  the  
elect ions have produced a momentum that  should be capi tal ized on,   and 
concurred with  the proposal  made by the Chair  to undertake a s tock taking 
exercise with a  view to draw any relevant  lessons learned,  both for  
Burundi  and for  the  internat ional  community.  Several  par t icipants  raised 
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concerns  about  the securi ty  s i tuat ion,  and one member pointed in  
par t icular  to  recent  cases  of  violence against  Albinos.  The government’s  
response,  such as  the creat ion of  a  Commission to  invest igate  extrajudicia l  
ki l l ings ,  was saluted.  Members  endorsed the work plan proposed by the  
chair  and welcomed the chair ’s  in tent ion to focus  the work of  the PBC 
Burundi  on the new PRSP as  a  peacebuilding tool  as  wel l  as  on support ing 
the BINUB successor  in  implement ing the mandate def ined by  
for thcoming the Securi ty  Counci l  resolut ion.  In  terms of  peacebui lding 
pr ior i t ies ,  i t  was suggested to focus on s t rengthening inst i tut ions,  
mechanisms of  dia logue,  t ransi t ional  jus t ice,  human r ights  as  wel l  as  the  
mobi l izat ion of  resources  including private investment .  I t  was suggested 
that  the  new PRSP could include a set  of  guiding pr inciples  such as  the 
role of  the c ivi l  society and the media,  d ialogue and human r ights  
pr inciples  .  Other  areas  ment ionned to  meri t  sustained at tent ion  were 
Securi ty Sector  Reform,  agr icul tural  development  and the reintegrat ion of  
par t icular ly vulnerable groups.  Great  importance was at tached to  the  
perspect ive of  regional  integrat ion,  in par t icular  the East-Afr ica  
Community.  Regarding dialogue between the authori t ies  and the  
extraparl iamentary opposi t ion,  one delegat ion pointed out  that  potent ial  
extraparl iamentary par tners  should receive a clear  message of  a  
responsibi l i ty to refute violence.  Regarding the sequencing of  the  
preparat ion for  the post-BINUB Mission,  one delegate  expressed a 
preference for  reaching agreement  on the mandate of  the fol low-up mission 
f i rs t ,  and discussing i ts  shape and s ize second.   

A representat ive of  the c ivi l  society  supported the integrat ion of  
peacebui lding into the new PRSP.  The civi l  society  organizat ions that  are  
taking par t  in  the monitor ing of  the Strategic Framework for  Peacebui lding 
in Burundi  are preparing their  inputs  for  the PRSP process .   

 

Next Steps: The Chair  wi l l  cont inue to  engage with the  Securi ty Counci l  
on the defini t ion of  the mandate of  the post  BINUB Mission.  The Chair  
wi l l  a lso  be guided by the  workplan as  endorsed by members  of  the  
Configurat ion.  A key upcoming task of  the Configurat ion is  the  complet ion 
of  a  5th biannual  review of  the Strategic Framework for  Peacebui lding in  
Burundi .  This  being the f inal  review of  the current  s t rategic f ramework,  i t  
is  the intent ion of  the chair  to use the recommendat ions and conclusions  as  
the basis  for  a  cont inued PBC engagement  with Burundi  and as  a  guide for  
the PBC input  to the PRSP process .  Preparat ion of  the 5th biannual  report  
in  Burundi  has  s tar ted and PBC members  in Bujumbura and in New York 
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wil l  short ly  be requested to  provide their  input .  I t  i s  the  intent ion of  the 
Chair  to vis i t  Burundi  in January 2011 to par t icipate in the f inal  round of  
the 5 t h  review of  the  s tra tegic f ramework that  wil l  take place in a  meet ing 
of  the “Pol i t ical  Forum of  the Par tners  Coordinat ion Group”.  The Chair  
invi ted those members  interested to accompany him on this  t r ip  to  
Burundi .   

 

- - - ------- -- --------  


