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Advancing National Prevention through Partnership and Innovation: Showcasing Kenya’s 
Peacebuilding Architecture (PBA) 

 

Wednesday 24 June 2026, 3:00 PM – 4:30PM, UNHQ Conference Room 12 

Background 

In March 2023, Kenya initiated an inclusive multi-stakeholder review of its Peacebuilding Architecture 

(PBA). The process was led by the National Steering Committee on Peacebuilding and Conflict 

Management (NSC) under the Ministry of Interior and National Administration, with technical and 

operational support from the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in Kenya. An Independent Panel 

of Eminent Kenyan Peacebuilders was appointed to spearhead the review and lead a nationwide 

consultative process involving state and non-state actors. 

Kenya’s Peacebuilding Architecture encompasses policies, laws, institutions, systems, values, and 

processes designed to prevent conflict, manage crises, promote reconciliation, and sustain peace. The 

architecture is anchored in the National Peacebuilding Policy and coordinated through the NSC. 

The review was undertaken against the backdrop of evolving peace and security challenges facing 

Kenya and the wider East African region. These include recurrent intercommunal conflicts, violent 

extremism, climate-induced insecurity, political tensions, socio-economic inequalities, misinformation 

and hate speech, proliferation of small arms, and emerging digital threats. These challenges have 

increasingly tested the resilience and effectiveness of existing peacebuilding systems and institutions. 

The review therefore sought to assess whether Kenya’s peacebuilding architecture remains fit for 

purpose in addressing both longstanding and emerging threats to peace and social cohesion. It also 

aimed to identify opportunities for strengthening national ownership, enhancing coordination, 

promoting inclusion and developing innovative financing mechanisms, including Public-Private 

Partnerships and philanthropy. The review culminated in a comprehensive report proposing a renewed 

National Agenda for Peace built around four strategic pillars: 

1. Defining a National Agenda for Peace; 

2. Political Inclusion; 

3. Deepening Conflict Prevention and Resolution; and 

4. Strengthening Institutional Architecture for Peacebuilding. 
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Although the Peacebuilding Architecture Review Report has since been officially launched, 

implementation of the recommendations has been slow due to shifting global priorities, shrinking 

peacebuilding financing, and increasing demands on national resources. 

Objectives 

Kenya’s experience will be positioned within broader global discussions on the future of national 

peacebuilding architectures and the implementation of the Sustaining Peace Agenda. Specifically, 

Kenya seeks to utilize this platform to: 

1. identify innovative approaches for strengthening national peacebuilding architectures to 

effectively anticipate, prevent, and respond to emerging conflict risks while advancing inclusive, 

nationally owned, and sustainable peacebuilding. 

2. examine approaches for strengthening partnerships and mobilizing sustainable resources in 

support of nationally owned peacebuilding priorities. 

3. facilitate a strategic dialogue on strengthening national peacebuilding architectures to better 

respond to evolving conflict prevention and peacebuilding challenges for sustainable peace. 

Guiding Questions 

4. In an era of fast-changing threats—from climate-driven resource scarcity to sudden political 

shifts—national peace architectures must adapt proactively rather than reactively. How can 

national peace architecture become more responsive to emerging conflict risks? 

5. Sustainable financing is essential to move from short-term projects to long-term stability; this 

requires innovative domestic and international instruments. How can governments and 

partners, including civil society, and the private sector promote investment for sustainable 

peacebuilding? 

6. Effective peacebuilding hinges on institutions that coordinate across sectors and answer 

transparently to citizens. What practical actions can be adopted to ensure inclusive 

participation in conflict prevention, peacebuilding and sustainable peace? 
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Provisional Programme 

 

Time Session Description 

3:00- 3:10 Opening Segment  

Welcome and introductory 

remarks  

 

Focus: Relevance to UN Peacebuilding Week: From global 

commitments to country-level results 

Speaker:  

Amb. Ekitela Lokaale, Permanent Representative 

3:10 – 3:25 Panel Discussion I  

Showcasing Kenya’s 

Peacebuilding 

Architecture  

Moderator  

Betty Wainaina, NYU CIC 

Focus: Lessons from the review process of the 

Peacebuilding Review Architecture   

Panelists:  

Kenya National Steering Committee on Peacebuilding and 

Conflict Management, Independent Panel of Advisors on 

PBA process 

3:25 – 3:45 Panel Discussion II 

International Partnerships 

for impactful conflict 

prevention 

 

Focus: Strengthening institutional peacebuilding capacities, 

regional cooperation, inclusion, innovative financing and 

partnerships with the private sector and civil society 

Panelists:  

Sigrid Gruener, Deputy Executive Director, Dag 

Hammarskjold Foundation,  

PBPSO (TBC), EU Representative (TBC), UNDP-DPPA 

(TBC), Civil Society (TBC) 

3:45 – 4:20 Interactive Discussion Focus: Moderated interventions based on guiding questions 

by Member States, international organizations, Civil Society 

and other participants 

4:20 – 4:30 Closing Remarks Speakers:  

Mr. Peter Wagner, Director, Head of the European 
Commission Service for Foreign Policy Instruments 
 
Amb. Ekitela Lokaale,  
Permanent Representative 

 


