
 
 

 

 
 

Afr ica  Dia lo gu e  Se r ie s  2022  
 

Bu ild in g  Re s ilie n ce  in  Nu t r it io n  o n  t h e  Afr ica n  Co n t in e n t : 

Acce le r a t e  t h e  Hu m a n  Ca p it a l, So cia l a n d  Eco n o m ic 
De ve lo p m e n t  

 
3-27 Ma y 2022 

 
Con ce p t  No t e  We e k  Th re e  (16-20 Ma y 2022): “Socia l prot ect ion’s role  in  
enha ncing food  se cu r it y a n d  nut rit ion for grea t e r re silience  in  Africa  ” 

 
I. Ba ckgrou n d   
 
Countrie s in  Africa have  battled  num erous shocks spann ing m ultip le  d im ensions in  
recen t decades – including hea lth , politica l, econom ic, socia l, and  clim atic ones. The  
COVID-19 pandem ic has trigge red  a  trip le  hea lth , educa tion , and  socio-econom ic crisis 
that has furthe r im pacted  coun trie s’ deve lopm ent prospects for years to  com e. Soaring 
food and fue l prices resu lting from  the  conflict in  Ukra ine  a re  expected  to further worsen  
the  food and  nu trition  secu rity situation  of severa l African  coun tries 1. 
 
These  recurring and  pro longed crise s are  pushing m ore  and  m ore  Africans in to  a  vicious 
cycle  of hunger, m alnutrition , and  vu lnerability. In  2022, over 100 m illion  people  across 
hotspot coun tries in  the  continen t – a  22% increase  from  2021 – are  pro jected  to  be  in  
acute  food insecurity (IPC3 or h igher)2. Malnutrition  rate s are  a lso  expected  to  de te riora te  

 
1 In  81 coun tries where  WFP works, acu te  hunger is expected  to  rise  by 47 m illion  peop le  if the  conflict in  Ukraine  con tinues past 
April 2022 – th is is a  staggering 17% jum p – with  the  steepest rises in  sub -Saharan  Africa . 
2  FAO and  WFP. 2022 Hunger Hotspots  

https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-february-may-2022-outlook#:%7E:text=For%20the%20outlook%20period%20from%20February%20to%20May,will%20put%20their%20lives%20and%20livelihoods%20at%20risk.?msclkid=73b2705cbc9a11ecbaf384044cfc8a7b
https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-february-may-2022-outlook#:%7E:text=For%20the%20outlook%20period%20from%20February%20to%20May,will%20put%20their%20lives%20and%20livelihoods%20at%20risk.?msclkid=73b2705cbc9a11ecbaf384044cfc8a7b


 
 

a s a  re su lt, exace rbating an  a lready d ire  situa tion : nearly 40% of the  world’s stun ted 
ch ildren  and  abou t one -quarte r of ch ildren  affected  by wasting globa lly lived  in  sub-
Saharan  Africa  in  2020 3. The  repeated pa tte rns of shock-re sponse  and  m itiga tion  have  
d ive rted  the  a tten tion  of governm en ts from  longe r-te rm  investm ents in  susta inable  
deve lopm ent, as they have  been  forced  to  m anage  and  m itiga te  the  im pact of crises a t 
hand.  
 
Socia l prot ect ion  a s a  key t ool t o a dva nce  nut rit ion a nd resilience in t he  cont inent                  
Africa  has shown  very strong politica l will a t the  h ighest leve l to  put in  p lace  policies and 
program m es a im ed at bu ild ing susta inable  deve lopm ent, com bating poverty and 
ensuring e ffective  access to  socia l secu rity to  a ll the  popu lation 4.   
 
Com prehensive ly designed , un iversa l, and  care fu lly im plem ented socia l protection  
system s repre sent investm ents in  hum an  capita l deve lopm ent and  are  an  im portan t part 
of the  so lu tion  to  reach ing m ultip le  deve lopm en t objectives sim ultaneously, in  a lignm ent 
with  the  Susta inable  Deve lopm en t Goals (SDGs), in  particu la r goa l 1 on  ending poverty 
and  goa l 2 on  ze ro  hunge r, and  the  African  Un ion  Agenda  2063. Indeed , rigorous 
eva luations of we ll-designed  and  im plem ented socia l pro tection  system s, schem es and  
program m es have  dem onstra ted  positive  e ffects on  people’s we ll-be ing and live lihoods, 
including on  food secu rity, nu trition , hea lth , resilience , gender equa lity, econom ic 
inclusion , decen t work, natura l resource  m anagem ent and  clim ate  change  adapta tion 
and  m itiga tion 5.  

 

Socia l pro tection  is a t the  corne rstone  of policies that seek to  reduce  pove rty and  address 
vu lne rability, th rough  in te rventions tha t he lp  individua ls or households to  m eet e ssentia l 
needs and  m anage  risks. Socia l protection  can  a lso  he lp  people  atta in  the ir food and 
nutrition  needs, by increasing fam ilie s’ pu rchasing power and  there fore  access to  
nutritious food, as we ll as by re lieving som e  negative  im pact of shocks and  stressors tha t 
a ffect the  consum ption  of hea lthy d ie ts. Fina lly, it  can  he lp  com bating inequalitie s, wh ich  
a re  frequently in te rsected  with  m alnutrition . Th is has the  potentia l to  foste r hum an 
capita l deve lopm en t, socia l cohesion , and  inclusive  econom ic growth 6. For in stance , 

 
3 FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP, WHO. The  Sta te  of Food  Security and  Nutrition  in  the  World  2021. 
 
4 The politica l com m itm en t is re flected  in  the  Yaoundé  Tripartite  Decla ra tion  on  the  im plem en ta tion  of the  Social Protection  Floor 
(2011), the  AUC’s Ouagadougou  + 10 Decla ra tion  and  Plan  of Action  on  Em ploym ent, Poverty Eradica tion  and  Inclusive 
Developm ent (2015), the  Add is Ababa  Declara tion  on  Transform ing Africa  th rough  Decen t Work for Susta inab le  Developm ent, the 
Agenda  2063: The  Africa  We Want and  the  Ab id jan  Decla ra tion -Advancing Socia l Justice : Shap ing the  fu ture  of work in  Africa  am ong 
others. At the  globa l level, African  Mem ber Sta tes have  a lso  com m itted  to  Un iversa l Social Protection  as expressed  in  the  2019 
Cen tenary Declara tion , Globa l Call to  Action  for a  Hum an-Cen tred  Recovery from  the  COVID-19 Crisis (2021) the  Resolu tion  and 
Conclusion  of the  Recurren t d iscussion  on  socia l protection  (socia l secu rity) (2021). 
 
5 See  for in stance , research  from  the  Transfer p roject (h ttps:// transfe r.cpc.unc.edu /); World  Bank (2019). ‘The  con tribu tion  of socia l 
p rotection  and  jobs to  hum an  cap ita l form ation’,  ILO (2017) ‘World  Socia l Protection  Report 2017-19: Un iversa l socia l protection  to 
ach ieve  the  SDGs’, Abay, K., Berhane , G., Hodd inott, J. and  Tafere , K. (2020). ‘COVID-19 and  food  security in  Eth iop ia: Do social 
p rotection  p rogram m es protect?’, World  Bank Policy Research  Paper 9475. Bastagli, Francesca , Jessica  Hagen-Zanker, Luke  Harm an , 
Valen tina  Barca , Georgina  Sturge , and  Tan ja  Schm id t. 2019. “The  Im pact of Cash  Transfers: A Review of the  Evidence  from  Low- and 
Midd le-Incom e Coun tries.” Journa l of Social Policy 48 (3): 569–94. 
 
6World  Food  Program m e Stra tegy for Support to  Socia l Protection  - 2021 |  World  Food  Program m e (wfp.org) 
 

https://www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/online/cb4474en.html#chapter-4_0
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/
https://www.wfp.org/publications/world-food-programme-strategy-support-social-protection-2021#:%7E:text=The%20strategy%20articulates%20WFP%E2%80%99s%20approach%20to%20social%20protection,the%20pursuit%20of%20a%20world%20with%20Zero%20Hunger.


 
 

na tiona l school feeding program m es can  yie ld  up to  1:9 in  econom ic re turn  from  
im proved hea lth , education  and  productivity7. 
 
The wa y forwa rd 
While  com m itm ent to  socia l protection  by gove rnm ents and  the ir partners, both  a t the  
na tiona l and  regiona l leve ls, has long been  increasing, the  COVID-19 pandem ic has 
brought forth  the  gaps in  coverage  and  adequacy of socia l pro tection . Indeed , the  m ost 
recen t ILO estim ate s show that Africa  is the  region  with  the  lowest socia l pro tection  
cove rage  in  the  world  - 17% of the  tota l popu lation  com pared  with  the  globa l ave rage  of 
47%8. Sign ificant cove rage  and financing gaps rem ain  across the  region  with  respect to  
ch ildren , m others with  new-borns, unem ployed workers, pe rsons with  d isabilitie s, and 
o the r vu lnerable  popu la tion  groups 9. For in stance , 60 m illion  ch ildren  living in  extrem e  
poverty and  hunger in  the  African  continent still do  not have  access to  m eals in  school10. 
These  conside rations acce le rate  the  urgency and  the  need  for opportun ities to  sca le-up 
and  expand socia l pro tection  in  the  region . The  Africa  Regiona l Socia l Pro tection  Stra tegy 
2021-2025, launched by the  ILO and the  African  Un ion  Com m ission , a im s to  support 
Africa  Mem ber sta te s and  stakeholders to  acce le rate  socia l protection , with  the  targe t of 
reach ing 40% coverage  by 2025. 
  
Effective ly leveraging socia l pro tection  to  advance  nutrition  for grea te r re silience  in  the  
con tinent requ ire s transform ative  and  m ulti-stakeholder actions including:  
• En su r in g in clu s ive , com p re h e n s ive , a n d  a de q u a t e  p ro t e ct ion  t h rou gh ou t  t h e  

life  cycle , com bin ing socia l in surance , socia l assistance  and  o the r m eans towards 
un ive rsa l coverage . Th is shou ld  support the  inclusion  of people  with  d iverse , and 
often  in te rsecting vu lnerabilitie s and  inequalities (e .g., e conom ic, socia l, geograph ica l) 
– to  reach  those  m ost often  le ft beh ind . 

• De lib e ra t e ly in co rp ora t in g food  se cu r it y a n d  n u t r it ion  ob je ct ive s  in t o  socia l 
p ro t e ct ion  s t r a t e gie s , p o licie s , a n d  p rogra m m e s  – to  sa feguard  and  foste r people ’s 
ab ility to  m eet food security and  nutrition  needs, and  to  prom ote  the ir hea lth  and 
we ll-be ing, now and in  the  fu ture . Th is a lso  en ta ils de libe rate ly e stab lish ing syne rgies 
with  the  food system s, to  ensure  that supply m eets the  increased dem and, e specia lly 
for specific nutritious foods.  

• Prom ot in g r e s ilie n t  a n d  sh ock-r e sp on s ive  a p p roa ch e s  t h a t  b e t t e r  h e lp  p e op le  
in  m a n gin g r isks  du r in g su d d e n  e m e rge n cie s  o r  se a son a l s t r e ssor s , wh ile  
strengthen ing the  hum an itarian–deve lopm en t–peace  nexus in  fragile  se ttings. 

• St r e n gt h e n in g gove rn a n ce  o f socia l p ro t e ct ion  syst e m s  t h rou gh  in s t it u t ion a l 
le a d e r sh ip  a s  w e ll a s  m u lt i-se ct o r  a n d  m u lt i-s t a ke h o ld e r  coord in a t ion , in  line  
with  nationa l priorities. Th is m eans adopting a  system s/in tegrated  approach  to  socia l 
protection  tha t looks beyond the  de livery of individua l program m es and  
in te rven tions, bu t ra the r in tegrates them  across sectors (i.e ., agricu ltu re , hea lth , 
education , e tc.)  to  enhance  inclusiveness, cohe rence , and financia l susta inability. Th is 
can  be  ach ieved  a lso  by leveraging d igita l technologie s for socia l inclusion . 

 
7 Sta te  of School Feeding Worldwide  2020 |  World  Food  Program m e 
8 ILO (2021). ‘World  Socia l Protection  Report: 2020-22: Socia l p ro tection  a t the  crossroads – in  pursu it o f a  be tte r fu ture ’ 
9 ILO (2021). ‘World  Socia l Protection  Report: 2020-22: Socia l p ro tection  a t the  crossroads – in  pursu it o f a  be tte r fu ture ’ 
10 ACPF (2019). For Lack of Will: Child  Hunge r in  Africa . 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/state-school-feeding-worldwide-2020?msclkid=c5008571bc9a11ecac6da28f63eee705


 
 

• En su r in g t h e  su s t a in a b ilit y o f socia l p ro t e ct ion  sys t e m s  b y p r ior it izin g r e lia b le , 
su s t a in a b le  a n d  e qu it a b le  form s  of fin a n cin g, focusing on  increased  a lloca tions of 
dom estic re sources, com plem ented  by in te rna tiona l coopera tion . Financing 
strategie s for socia l protection  shou ld  strongly incorporate  princip le s of equ ity, socia l 
so lidarity, and  susta inability. 

• Ha rn e ss in g the  Global Acce le rator on  Jobs and Socia l Pro tection  for Just Transitions 
for crea ting decen t work in  the  ru ra l econom y and ensuring access to  socia l protection 
for ru ra l popu lations and  thus supporting food security and  nutrition . 

 
II. Ob je ct ive s   
 
• Share  evidence , good practice s, and  investm ent cases to  h igh light the  role  that qua lity 

socia l pro tection  system s, schem es and program m es can  p lay in  im proving nu trition  
outcom es and  enhancing the  ab ility of households and com m unities to  cope  with , 
and  recove r from , shocks and  stre ssors – leaving none  beh ind.  

• Discuss barrie rs to  im plem ent qua lity nutrition -sensitive  socia l protection , wh ich  is 
m ultisectora l in  na ture , requ ire s strong linkages with  agri-food and  hea lth  system s, 
and  contributes to  nu trition  objectives and  greate r re silience .  

• Explore  stra tegie s to  m ake  nutrition-sensitive  socia l protection  system s m ore  shock-
re sponsive  – including strengthen ing the  enabling environm ent, m aking social 
protection  m ore  adaptive  and  risk-in form ed, as we ll as adequate ly funded. 

• Bring unrepresented voices to  the  fore fron t, particu larly those  of African  th ink tanks, 
civil socie ty organ izations, the  youth , ne tworks of people  living with  and  a ffected  by 
HIV, as we ll as people  bene fiting from  socia l pro tection  program m es. 

• Launch  a  ca ll to  action  to  acce le rate  coordinated  investm ents and  actions on  socia l 
protection  and em bed them  with in  wider m ultisectora l e fforts a im ed a t driving 
progress on  nu trition  and  bu ild ing resilience  in  Africa . 

 
III. Ou t com e s   
 
• Recogn ition  of the  need  for p lacing food security and nutrition  front and  cen tre  of 

shock-re sponsive  socia l pro tection  m echan ism s, as an  essentia l requ irem en t to  both  
re sponding to  crise s and  ach ieving hum an  capita l and  socio-econom ic deve lopm ent. 

• An im proved understanding of what it  takes to ach ieve  a  nu trition-sensitive  socia l 
protection  wh ich  has appropriate  coverage , adequacy, com prehensiveness, and 
inclusiveness – leaving no  one  beh ind  – as we ll as an  increased  understanding of the  
opera tiona l and  financia l bottlenecks to  ach ieve  th is vision , toge the r with  stra tegies 
to  address them .  

• An e levated  m otivation  and  com m itm en t from  gove rnm ents, donors, and  o the r 
stakeholders, towards greate r investm en ts and  im proved coordination  on  socia l 
protection  – linked  to  other in te rven tion  across agri-food, hea lth , education , and  o the r 
na tiona l system s – to  address the  nutrition  cha llenges in  the  continen t and  bu ild  long-
te rm  re silience . 

• An opportun ity to  am plify unrepresented pe rspectives with in  globa l policy fora , in  
particu la r bene ficiarie s of socia l pro tection  program m es. 

 



 
 

 
IV. Progra m m e   
 
Overview 

Mon d a y, 16 Ma y 
2022 

Scre e n in g o f vid e o  con t e n t  on  socia l p ro t e ct ion , n u t r it ion  
a n d  r e s ilie n ce  in  Afr ica  

Tu e sda y, 17 Ma y 
2022 

Screen ing of deep-dive  in te rviews with  subject m atte r experts 

We d n e sda y, 18 Ma y 
2022 

Live  Global Webinar: “Socia l protection’s role in enhancing food 
security and nutrition for grea ter resilience in Africa” 

Th u r sda y, 19 Ma y 
2022 

Youth  Event with  twitte r stage  

Fr ida y, 20 Ma y 2022 Music even t  
 
Deta iled Agenda  
 

Mon d a y, 16 Ma y 2022 - Vid e o  Scre e n in g 
• ILO: 5 videos on  socia l protection  exposing the  cha llenges and  opportunitie s for 

extending socia l protection  in  Africa   
• WFP: 5 videos on  socia l protection , nu trition , and  re silience  in  the  African  

con text  
Tu e sda y, 17 Ma y 2022 - In t e rvie w s  w it h  su b je ct  m a t t e r  e xp e r t s  

• Two in te rviews with  expe rts on  the  topic of a round 10-12 m inute s each . The  a im  
is to  put the  spotligh t on : 

o Food and nutrition  secu rity situation  in  the  African  context, including 
cha llenges and  opportun ities, focusing on  im portan t ro le  of socia l 
protection  to  im prove  the  food and  nutrition  situation  

o Presen t re levant policy tools on  the  subject m atte r. Th is will include  tools 
that are  p ivota l to  bridge  the  hum an ita rian -deve lopm ent nexus, design  
shock responsive  socia l protection  for grea te r food secu rity and  
nutrition , da ta  and  m onitoring tools e tc. 

o Share  good practice s and  le ssons learned  from  the  Africa  con tinent  
We d n e sda y, 18 Ma y 2022 - Live  Glob a l We b in a r : “Socia l p ro t e ct ion ’s  ro le  in  
e n h a n cin g food  se cu r it y a n d  n u t r it ion  fo r  gre a t e r  r e s ilie n ce  in  Afr ica ” (9:00-
10:30 AM EST) 

• The  Zoom  live  webinar (90 m inute s) will consist of 4 parts as fo llows:  
o Open ing rem arks, including by ILO and WFP representa tives, who will 

con textua lize  the  d iscussion  and the  work each  organ ization  does to 
prom ote  nutrition  sensitive  socia l protection  across the  con tinent. 

o In te ractive  pane l d iscussion  with  4–5 speake rs (including those  
in te rviewed on  the  previous day) from  diffe rent stakeholde r groups, 
nam e ly gove rnm ent, academ ia, civil socie ty, em ployers organ iza tions, 
and  participants. 

o Q&A session  with  the  audience . 



 
 

o A fina l ca ll to  action  for nutrition  sensitive  social protection  towards the  
ach ievem ent of re la ted  SDG goals by 2030.  

Th u r sda y, 19 Ma y 2022 - You t h  Eve n t  
• Organ iza tion  of a  live  twitte r even t with  Africa’s you ths to  ge t the ir views and 

inputs on  food secu rity, nu trition , and  access to  socia l protection . The  d iscussion  
will focus on  understanding the  views and conceptions on  nu trition  and  linkages 
to  socia l pro tection  and  jobs, as we ll as the  ro le  of Africa’s youths in  prom oting 
policie s tha t re spond to the ir needs in  both  issues. 

 
 


