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Thank you very much, USG Duarte, 
Excellencies,  
Distinguished Delegates,  
 
It is a distinct pleasure to be here with you this afternoon. The theme of this 
year’s Africa Dialogue Series: “Cultural, Identity, and Ownership: Reshaping 
Mindsets”, spotlights the catalytic role of arts, culture, and heritage. Japan 
has long valued the power of culture in promoting diversity and social 
cohesion, which lay the foundations of global peace and prosperity. 
 
I thank OSAA, the AU and UNESCO for organizing this year’s ADS with vibrant 
cultural events, and for reuniting us in support of Africa overcoming the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its negative impacts in the shortest possible period.  
 
First and foremost, we must address the urgent need to end the pandemic 
in Africa by ensuring equitable access to vaccines. In this connection, Japan 
will co-host the COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) Summit with 
Gavi next week. Japan will do its utmost make further contributions in 
addition to the 200 million US dollars already disbursed. In the meantime, 
Japan is supporting African countries to strengthen vaccine delivery and 
inoculation systems through the “Last One Mile Support initiative” with a 
view to realizing universal health coverage (UHC). 
 
Second, to alleviate the socio-economic burden on African countries, we 
reiterate the need for all public and private creditors to participate in debt 
relief measures in a transparent manner. The G20’s Common Framework 
could be instrumental in helping those countries facing a severe debt burden. 
 



Third, we must continue to invest in institution-building and human capacity-
building, which are keys to strengthening Africa's ownership and living out 
“African solutions to African problems”.  
 
At TICAD7 in 2019, Japan launched the New Approach for Peace and Stability 
in Africa (NAPSA), with the aim to address the root causes of conflict in the 
region while respecting Africa’s ownership. NAPSA assists in strengthening 
governmental administrative, judicial, and legislative systems, and supports 
local and regional conflict prevention and mediation efforts led by Africans. 
 
Also, at TICAD7, Japan committed to inviting 3,000 young African students 
to Japan over 6 years. Furthermore, in partnership with ITU and Saudi Arabia, 
Japan has started the Connect2Recover initiative in Africa, aiming to 
reinforce digital infrastructures and ecosystems and support the digital 
transformation in the areas of digital finance, e-education, e-health, e-
government, and teleworking. 
 
Lastly, Japan joins hands with African friends to promote Africa’s diverse 
cultural heritage across the globe. For its part, we will host an online event 
together with the Permanent Mission of Tunisia and the TICAD Co-
Organizers entitled: “Boosting Africa’s Transformative Power of 
Tourism: Harnessing Technology & Innovation, Youth & Women 
Entrepreneurship” on June 21st. This event will take up many of the issues 
addressed by the panelists today, and we will be following them in our 
discussion. 
 
Allow me finally to mention TICAD8 to be held next year in Tunisia. As 
expressed by Prime Minister Suga at the Summit on Financing African 
Economies last week, we look forward to furthering our partnership with 
Africa towards TICAD8, co-organized with the Government of Tunisia, OSAA, 
AU, UNDP and the World Bank. 
 
I thank you. 


