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• Excellencies, 
• Distinguished academics, civil society and private sector actors,  
• Colleagues and friends of Africa near and far afield, 
• Ladies and gentlemen, 
• All protocol observed, 

 
 

1. Good morning or good evening to you all depending on the part of the world where you 

are. As we close this captivating Public Policy Forum, I would like, at the outset, to 

extend my sincere and deep appreciation to the Special Adviser on Africa, Under-

Secretary-General Cristina Duarte, and her able team for organizing the 2021 Africa 

Dialogue Series, and for inviting me to address this august gathering. 

2. The discussions held over the last three days were rich, illuminating and thought-

provoking. The various perspectives offered by academia, intergovernmental 

organizations, civil society and member-states have the potential to shape policies and 

our views on culture, heritage and the arts at the national and continental levels for 

many years to come. Certainly, culture evokes ancestral traditions, a connection with 

our proud past and a powerful sense of identity today. But it also provides us with 

avenues to chart our future, one that is prosperous and peaceful. The panelists and 

moderators who spoke before me all underlined this fact  - but it bears repeating, that: 

culture can and must play a role in helping Africa rewrite its narrative and meet its 

developmental aspirations.  

 

3. Several cogent arguments were made in this Forum. In the interest of time, I will 

highlight a few points which ought to be emphasized. During the roundtable on 

sustainable peace for development, factoring in history, Ms Fatma Mostafa, Consultant 

on Heritage and Museums, affirmed that museums are vehicles for the promotion of 

peace education and sustainable development. They transmit ideas even in the absence 

of teachers. In Africa, she observed that museums now try and have a cultural impact 



 3 

in order to foster lifelong learning and preserve heritage. Ms Mostafa challenged the 

idea that students visit museums to know about history. Rather, they seek to understand 

community issues when they go to museums. These are places that enlighten students 

on contemporary societal issues such as gender equality, social inclusion and racism. 

Furthermore, young people should not be presented with answers to the questions they 

pose but encouraged to create them. Finally, museums contribute to knowledge creation 

as impartial repositories of knowledge which offer all sides to a story. 

 
4. In the same session, Mr Olasupo Shasore, Senior Advocate of Nigeria and Investigative 

Historian, began by acknowledging that stability and peace are essential for progressive 

development in economic, social and political matters. He called for the protection of 

culture and natural heritage to achieve economic productivity. Progress, in Mr 

Shasore’s eyes, cannot be achieved by discounting history. By offering us an 

understanding of our past, history allows for the creation of institutions of conflation 

which raise consciousness and advance progress for peaceful coexistence. Mr Shasore 

referred to history as “the mind of the globe” which will “drive the mind of the world”. 

History is conducive for growth since it captures the past and prepares for the future. 

Also, history will not only eliminate ignorance but hatred too which is the source of 

conflict.  

 
 

5. In his geopolitical statement, H.E Sofiane Mimouni, Permanent Representative of 

Algeria to the UN, spoke on financing for development and Illicit Financial Flows. In 

a context characterized by the COVID-19 pandemic which has battered African 

countries, the Permanent Representative called for the international community to 
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increase the allocation of financial resources for development purposes so as to achieve 

four objectives: 

 
• Dealing with Illicit Financial Flows estimated at 88.6 billion USD annually by 

the 2020 UNCTAD Economic Development Report. 

• Addressing mounting debt vulnerability which the IMF says is an acute issue 

for more countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Indeed, 22 countries in Africa have 

benefited from debt relief and 30 countries were recipients of a 30 billion USD 

support package since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Developing domestic sources of financing which would augment government 

revenues and create domestic and financial capital markets and  

• Ensuring stable and predictable Official Development Assistance for which 

developed countries should honor their global pledges at a time when renewed 

dedication to the Addis Ababa Action Agenda is urgently needed. 

 
6. During the roundtable on harnessing culture and heritage for economic transformation, 

Professor George Abungu, Chairman of the International Standing Committee on the 

Traffic of Illicit Antiquities, recalled that terms such as “world heritage”, “community-

managed heritage” and “traditional knowledge systems”, in spite of initial opposition 

to them, have now been mainstreamed. Professor Abungu argued that these concepts 

were frowned upon because they originated in the periphery rather than the centre. 

Colonization, a phenomenon of land appropriation as well as destruction of the mind, 

body and spirit, cannot explain the underdevelopment of Africa as Asian tigers such as 

South Korea and Malaysia which were under foreign subjugation and as indigent as 

many African countries sixty years ago, have now grown wealthy. Professor Abungu 

suggested changing our mindsets by appreciating and enriching African cultural 
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treasures. Bringing about change will require, among others, understanding that youth 

and women have a major role to play in Africa’s development and promoting Africa’s 

standing internationally “without fear, apologies or ambiguity”. 

 

7. H.E Martin Kimani, Permanent Representative of Kenya to the UN, expounded on 

Africa’s industrialization opportunity. Manufacturing, the traditional avenue to enter 

the middle class, is woefully low in Africa which is the youngest and fastest urbanizing 

continent. The low pace of job creation and inadequate delivery of public goods, 

coupled with increased access to information, produce big expectations in the minds of 

many. Development in its industrial form and its attendant consequences, investment, 

productivity and employment, can better Africa’s lot. Africa’s industrialization, an 

opportunity for “the multilateral system, the private sector, and states”, has the potential 

to drive growth globally. Investments in industrialization on the African continent can 

reduce conflicts and improve the retirement of elderly people in the Northern 

hemisphere. Attention should be paid to the Africa Continental Free Trade Area which 

can foster diversification, competitiveness and raise Africa’s stature as an investment-

friendly continent.   

  

8. Through this Forum, I can confidently say that culture has been liberated and explored 

in ways which we seldom do. Now, we need to translate rhetoric into action and invest 

more in culture and heritage as recommended by the Director of the UNDP’s Regional 

Bureau for Africa, Assistant-Secretary-General Ahunna Eziakonwa. Indeed, these 

aspects of civilization can catalyze Africa’s development and reduce inequality 

between the haves and have-nots.  
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9. This year’s edition of the Africa Dialogue Series has interrogated limitations, outlined 

possibilities and changed mindsets. I once again would like to thank Under-Secretary-

General Cristina Duarte and her office for crafting this month’s programme and 

bringing together various individuals to discuss the meaning, impact and potential of 

the creative industry. 

 

 

I thank you for your kind attention.  

 

 


