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Abstract 

Africa entered into the 21st century with huge unresolved developmental issues such as poverty, 

food insecurity, inter and intra state conflicts, political and social fragmentation, massive 

unemployment, debt trap, to mention but a few. Thus, to resolve Africa’s problems and achieve 

the unification of Africa on the pedestal of shared values and a common destiny, the AU Agenda 

2063 framework was designed. An examination of the content of AU 2063 Agenda showed that 

the provisions of Agenda 2063 are in tandem with the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG). A major concern however is if the framework will not go in the way of past continental 

initiatives. This study therefore critically examines the challenges militating against continental 

aspirations especially in the current milieu that poses danger to the realization of its developmental 

goals in line with Agenda 2063 and the SDGs. It further interrogate why it is easier for African 

governments to implement “foreign” agendas rather than focusing on continental initiatives and 

build resilience and cooperation. It will also assess how best African leaders can tackle 

unemployment and debt trap in order to create space for prosperity for all? How can achieving full 

development and the creation of fiscal space reduce incidence of insecurity in Africa? What is the 

difference between Agenda 2063 and past continental efforts? What is the danger in the current 

illicit financial flows in several African countries? Data for this study were collected using oral 

interviews, archival and secondary sources and the paper will be content analyzed. The paper 

provided an important opportunity to advance the understanding of how to work on Agenda 2063 

to address the challenges plaguing African countries in the 21st century.   
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Introduction 

One of the recognizable goals pursued by African leaders in the wake of independence was the 

pursuit of development through integration. The emergence of nationalist leaders who had 

successfully negotiated independence from the colonial masters had challenged Africans to take 

care of their destinies. It was reckoned that if independence was to be meaningful, the emphasis 

had to be on the economy (Nweke, 2007). Thus, it makes a lot of sense that Africa embraced the 
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idea of integration and cooperation from the beginning. As Nyerere posited, “we need each other, 

we can help each other and we must come together to help each other” (Nyerere, 1987). But, even 

before the economy was the task of extricating colonized African countries from the grips of 

colonial administration; the need to defend the territorial integrity and sovereignty of new states 

in Africa and the need to promote the unity of African states; thus before regional economic 

groupings were formed, the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) which was established on 25 

May 1963 was charged with the responsibility of dealing with the core issues of colonialism, white 

supremacist regime and apartheid in South Africa (Kawonishe, 2002). One of the merits of OAU 

before its transformation to the African Union (AU) was that it successfully ended colonialism in 

Africa. But the new states that were formed soon discovered that political freedom did not equate 

to economic freedom. Moreover, there were conflicts and inter-state wars fought between and 

among countries in Africa after independence which resulted mainly from boundary problems and 

tribal wars. So, although Africa became liberated; there were traps, landmines, and surprises 

awaiting the leaders of the newly independent countries.  

 

History books are replete with how African peoples and communities engaged with one another 

leading to prosperity, peace and great inter-communal relations in several African kingdoms before 

the coming of the Europeans. Africa, with a landmass of about 30 million square km is easily as 

big as China, India, the US and most of Europe combined. Hirsh and Lopes (2020) citing UNECA 

(2016a) confirmed that “Africa’s blue economy is even bigger than its landmass, with maritime 

zones covering about 13 million square km”. Africa possesses abundant mineral resources, and a 

large population of over a billion people (Africa Development Bank, 2014).  Former President of 

South Africa, Jacob Zuma (2015) argued that Africa is not a dark or some unknown continent 

especially taking into consideration the “impressive archeological, architectural, literary and 

artistic achievements from the great pyramids of Egypt and the Mapubungwe Caves of South 

Africa to the ancient libraries of Mali and the Church of Lalibella in Ethiopia…”    

 

In the same vein, Africans patriotism cannot be in doubt especially as many Africans fought 

European invaders relentlessly until they were overpowered by superior firepower. A question that 

comes to mind here is why did Africans not manufacture weapons that could protect its people? 

Why did African forebears allow invaders to capture their land and change her history forever? 

The obvious answer lies in the advent of the industrial revolution in Europe and later but more 

fundamentally, the advent of capitalism, slave trade, colonialism, and then neo-colonialism. Even 

several years after independence, African countries have not been able to detach themselves from 

the stranglehold of external hands driving her economy which contributed in no small measure to 

the balkanization of her economy. But there were also internal factors that contributed to this sorry 

state.  

 

In this study, we shall focus more on the internal and external initiatives that were meant to help 

Africa fulfill her aspirations and vision but which always ended up becoming unrealistic and 
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unachievable? This study will examine the challenges militating against continental aspirations 

since the birth of Pan-Africanism to date and examine how to work on Agenda 2063 to address 

the challenges plaguing African countries in the 21st century. How will these challenges 

particularly illicit financial flows, debt trap, inter and intrastate conflicts, unemployment, illiteracy, 

etc challenge statehood and Africa’s progress? This study represents an attempt to provoke further 

debate towards addressing the plethora of problems plaguing the African continent and to find a 

common “Pan-African Solution”. 

 

Conceptual Considerations: Fragile States and Fiscal Space 

The concept of fragility is a fluid concept. That is, it does not have a universally accepted 

definition. It has been interpreted to mean different things based on perception, ideological 

orientation and predilection of diverse authors. The concept could be interpreted from the 

economy, social, security and political angles. Mcloughlin (2012) refer to fragile states as “states 

incapable of assuring basic security, maintaining rule of law and justice or providing basic services 

and economic opportunities for their citizens”. According to Olivier Nay (2013), the notion of “the 

fragile state was adopted by Western governments, actors and policy analysts to label and rank a 

number of developing countries facing violence and conflict; political instability, severe poverty 

and other threats to security and development”. He mentioned that in this category are countries 

such as Somalia, Yemen, Haiti, Liberia, Chad, and several others.” From review of the literature 

however, Olivier Nay (2013), discovered that the concept can be used to describe the “incapacities 

and dysfunctions of state institution, low government performance, inability to provide basic 

services to populations, extensive corruption, or refer more broadly to domestic concepts such as 

human rights abuses, social protests, existence of criminal gangs …” etc.  

 

Essentially, fragility (Studia Diplomatica, 2009) designates “the ability of states to fulfill what are 

believed to be their core functions”. The main elements of fragility was summarized by Studia 

Diplomatica (2009) as follows “…when it lacks the essential capacity, resources, legitimacy and 

or/political will to provide basic services to the population, and face difficulties in imposing order 

and monopolizing the use of legitimate violence”. Most importantly, Studia Diplomatica (2009) 

noted that the African Union rejected this concept on several grounds. First, it is an implied 

criminalization of African states; it is also a rationalization of Western interventionism and the 

third reason has to do with investment profiling. A categorization of African states as fragile could 

hamper aid and investment in the continent. The concept itself became popular after the 9/11 

terrorist attack in America.  

 

PARIS21 (2016) highlighted and categorized fragile situations into several indices: failure of the 

rule of law, state authority, illegitimate or non-inclusive state, weak economy, fragile society, and 

other issues such as regional conflict and environmental vulnerability. IMF (2017), stated further 

that inability to deliver security, bad economic management, public sector management and 

institutions attract fragile situations.  
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Fiscal space on the other hand can be defined as “room in a government’s budget that allows it to 

provide resources for a desired purpose without jeopardizing the sustainability of its financial 

position or the stability of the economy” (Heller, 2005). According to Ostry, J. D., Ghosh, A.R., 

Kim, J.I. & Qureshi, (2010), is the “difference between the current level of public debt and the 

debt limit implied by the country’s historical record of fiscal adjustment”. Perotti (2002) cited in 

International Labour Office (2011), conceptualized fiscal space as “a restatement of two concepts: 

intertemporal government budget constraint and sustainability of public finance.   

 

The take away from the above definitions is that the concept of fragility is essentially problematic 

to define. It has also being flawed especially in the light of new concepts such as resilient states in 

the policy discourse of international organisations. However, to Africa, it could mean those issues 

requiring urgent state attention in other to prevent escalation that will cause social disruption and 

eventual conflict in the polity – the fragile situations. On the other hand, on the conceptual 

discussion on fiscal space, Heller (2005) definition is quite apt. The major issue here is how can 

Africa muster more resources to address infrastructural gap, unemployment, debt burden, etc 

without causing imbalance and instability to the economy.  

 

From Pan-Africanism to Agenda 2063 

Adekeye Adebayo (2013) in his explosive contribution – The Curse of Berlin: Africa after the 

Cold War stated emphatically “…Africa remains the world’s poorest and most conflict-ridden 

continent; about 70 percent of Africa’s population lives below the poverty line; the continent is 

crippled by a $290 billion external debt; and Africa accounts for less than 2 per cent of world 

trade.” Not much has changed since that publication, in fact, some aspects have gone worse. But 

this is not the dream of the founding fathers of Africa. One fact which is constant is that African 

leaders in the past and present always demonstrated love for the continent but sometimes, what 

they say and what they do are just contradictory.  

 

McKay (1964) illustrated Pan-Africanism as a unifying idea to inspire the faith, confidence and 

energy to transform Africa. It is worthy to note that during the time pan-Africanism was conceived, 

it was Africa’s reaction to centuries of domination and humiliation by the whites. The history of 

pan-Africanism can be divided into four phases; the period between 1900 and 1945, 1945-1958, 

1958-1959 and from 1960 onwards. During the 1900 to 1945 period, it is instructive to note that 

the struggle for Africa’s emancipation from the shackles of colonialism and for freedom was 

dominated by American and West Indian Negros. Henry Sylvester-Wiliams, William E. Burghardt 

Du Bois, American Negros, intellectuals from England and West Indies were key actors during 

this era. From 1945 to 1958, African nationalists decided to pursue the ideals of Pan-Africanism 

and were at the forefront in the fight for freedom. Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, Peter 

Abrahams, and several other future African leaders played a role (McKay, 1964). The period 

between 1958 and 1959 saw President Nkrumah of Ghana emerge as the ideological leader of the 
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movement for a Pan-African state but a year later, in 1960, many countries in Africa had been 

granted independence and some political intrigues’ played out ending Nkrumah’s primacy and 

leading to the creation of rival Pan-African blocs. Although, the ultimate goal of Pan-Africanism 

is the formation of a Pan-African commonwealth or a United States of Africa; this was not to be 

as there emerged several regional federations.  

 

The adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action for the Economic Development in Africa of 1980 was a 

signal to the world that African countries were desirous of pursuing the integration idea as a 

development tool. The Treaty of Abuja in 1991; the creation of the Organisation of African Unity 

and then the African Union; the proliferation of Regional Economic Communities in Africa 

including the Southern African Development Community (SADC); Economic Community of 

Central African States (ECCAS); Common Market for Eastern and Southern African (COMESA); 

and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), etc all revealed that regional 

integration in Africa is fast evolving. In 2001, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD) was established. This takes into account a review of Africa’s development experience 

and global trends and possible development scenarios (African Governance Report, Agenda 2063 

& 2030: Is Africa on Track). It is worthy to note as well that NEPAD was a merger of the 

Millennium Partnership for Africa’s Recovery (MPA) and Omega Plan. The African Peer Review 

Mechanism was also initiated in 2002 and formed in 2003 by the African Union in the framework 

of the implementation of NEPAD. NEPAD is a holistic, integrated sustainable development 

initiative for the economic and social revival of Africa involving a constructive partnership 

between Africa and the developed world (African Governance Report, 2019).  

 

In 2013 as the OAU/AU 50th anniversary was being celebrated; African leaders sat down to chart 

a course for the next 50 years of the organization. They realized that the challenges of the new 

millennium and future will be markedly different from the last fifty years which OAU fought tooth 

and nail to deal with. The vision and aspirations agreed at the celebration was consolidated into a 

framework document to be known as Agenda 2063. This agenda is different from all the past 

initiatives because the civil society was widely consulted. In all, there evolved seven important 

pillars which emerged and were adopted at the AU level representing the Africa we want namely: 

a. A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable development 

b. An integrated continent, politically united, based on the ideals of Pan-Africanism and the 

vision of Africa’s Renaissance 

c. An Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for human rights, justice and rule of 

law 

d. A peaceful and secure Africa; 

e. An Africa with strong cultural identity, common heritage, values and ethics 
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f. An Africa where development is people-driven, relying particularly on the potential of 

women and youth; 

g. An Africa that is a strong, united and influential global player and partner.  

The vision states that by 2063, there would be “an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, 

driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the international arena” (African 

Union, 2020).  

 

Challenges Militating against Continental aspirations  

One of the major reasons often cited as to why the OAU failed and an examination on why the AU 

is struggling now is the lack of political will to implement charters and agreements already entered 

into. The OAU was unable to address the autocratic and despotic governments in various parts of 

Africa leading to instability and insecurity that affected development. While African leaders were 

always enthusiastic at signing treaties and making pledges, the ability to convince their people 

back home and take bold, emphatic steps at enforcing the provisions and regulations already signed 

and agreed to be are always non-existent. Most of them failed to even pass the leadership test 

which is to ensure that an objective is carried out. The issue of sovereignty is also there as well as 

a lack of funds and infrastructure to support objectives. However, apart from all these, there are 

critical problems the continent has to deal with if it were to achieve its vision in the nearest future. 

Some of them are discussed as follows:  

  

Conflict, Insurgency and violent extremism 

Since independence, African countries have known little or no peace. The Nigerian Civil War 

1976-1970, civil conflicts in Uganda, Sudan, Congo DRC, Ethiopia and Eritrea, Liberian civil war, 

Sierra Leone, the Arab Spring, Cameroon, and so on are some of the theaters of intense conflict in 

Africa. As a result of this, monies which should have been used for purposes of development are 

diverted for the pursuit of war and its attendant consequences including deaths, humanitarian 

problems, displacement and poverty. Unfortunately, while the whole world is trying to deal with 

the global corona virus pandemic, Africa is still trying to combat insurgency and violent extremism 

in several parts of the continent.  The Silencing the Guns initiative which was designed to end all 

wars, civil conflicts, gender-based violence, violent conflicts and preventing genocide in the 

continent by 2020 has now become a mirage. The year 2020 which was supposed to be a landmark 

year has turned to a year of upsurge in violence all over the continent.  

 

In West Africa and the Sahel, insurgents and extremists continue to cause havoc especially Boko 

Haram in the Lake Chad Basin. Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Cameroon, particularly have continued to be 

at the receiving end. In 2019, 750,000 people were displaced by violence in Burkina Faso and 

about 21600 incidents of armed conflict occurred the same year in Africa (ISS, 2020). Institute of 

Security Studies (ISS) Report in December (2021) noted that Libya, South Sudan, the Central 

African Republic, Northern Mozambique, Ethiopia, Cameroon’s North-west and south west are 



8 

 

six African conflict hotbeds to watch in 2022. This analysis has been true so far. As long as this 

trend continues, achieving Agenda 2063 and SDG will remain a mirage. In the Sahel, more than 

1.7 million people altogether have been displaced including 170,000 refugees and 1.5 million 

internally displaced (Egbejule, 2019). And consequent upon poor choices in wealth distribution, 

governance, income, and resources allocation, a good number of youths in the sub-region are 

taking up arms and are joining or forming gangs that are terrorizing the state either through the 

lucrative kidnapping industry, banditry and or participating in insurgency and violent extremism. 

In Nigeria, criminal gangs are springing up in North-west and north-central. Government kinetic 

approaches have failed to work and even more noticeable is poor state presence especially in the 

northern parts of the country.  

 

Illicit Financial Flows and Corruption 

Illicit Financial Flows (IFF) according to Signe, Snow, and Madden (2020) is the “illegal 

movement of money or capital from one country to another …and this includes hiding the proceeds 

of crime, channeling funds towards criminal destinations, evading tariffs and taxes through 

misreporting of transactions”. IFF from Africa to other parts of the world is one major reason why 

several African countries remain underdeveloped. This is because the money that was supposed to 

be used to champion development and advancement, reduce inequality and tackle poverty, are 

being frittered away by leaders entrusted with the responsibility of protecting state revenue. For a 

long time, corruption and illegal money transfer to offshore accounts was the order of the day in 

several African countries and the people have paid heavily for this recklessness. According to 

Igbatayo (2019), citing Global Financial Integrity (2010), IFF from Africa between 1970 and 2008 

exceeded US$1 trillion. He mentioned further that Nigeria leads other African economies with 

outflows put at US $217.7 billion. Signe, Snow, and Madden (2020) stated that “since 1980, an 

estimated $1.3 trillion has left sub-Saharan Africa in the form of IFF posing a central challenge to 

development financing”. Igwe (2021) identified several ways through which IFF occurs including 

“through abusive transfer pricing, over invoicing, tax evasion, use of offshore financial banking 

centers, the smuggling of cash and illicit goods and money laundering…” Autocratic rulers from 

Africa specifically plundered the resources of their people while the people languish in abject 

poverty. The Late General Sanni Abacha’s loot was exceptionally outrageous. Nwabughiogu 

(2020), citing Transparency International reported the loot recovered from Abacha after his death 

in 1998 as follows: 

 

Under General Abdusalami Abubakar: $ 750 million 

Under President Olusegun Obasanjo: $ 2 billion  

Under President Goodluck Jonathan: $227 million 

Under incumbent President Muhammadu Buhari: $630 million 

 

The money was stashed away in various countries including the United Kingdom, United States, 

Switzerland, and Liechtenstein. Before Abacha died in 1998, Nigeria became a pariah state. In 
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2021, about 4.2 million pounds was recovered from James Ibori, a former governor of Delta State, 

Nigeria by the UK government. But not only the leaders were stealing, their disciples, individuals 

working especially in the extractive and mining industries were engaged in various fraudulent 

exercises leading to the transfer of huge amount of money outside the country. Fuel exporters 

according to Signe, Snow and Madden (2020), were responsible for nearly half of the illicit 

financial flows from Africa between 1970 and 2008. Curbing illicit financial flows can help 

African countries “mobilize capital to finance the achievement of the Sustainable Goals and other 

national priorities” (UNCTAD, 2020). UNCTAD estimates that IFF contributes over $88.6 billion 

of capital flight every year from Africa. Thus, money that should have been useful for educational 

development, development of health sector, social protection, revival of the economy especially 

in the light of COVID-19 pandemic are frittered away shamelessly. Mobutu Sese Seko, Jean 

Bokassa, Gnassingbe Eyadema, Ferdinand Marcos, President Houphonet Boigny, Sanni Abacha 

lead the hall of fame.  

 

Transparency International (2022), showed in his 2021 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) report 

that 80 per cent of countries in Africa have made little to no progress in the last ten years in fighting 

corruption in their countries. The CPI ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels 

of public corruption on a scale of zero (highly corrupt) and 100 (very clean). Africa ranked 33 on 

the average, the lowest in the world. This shall be presented in a table below: 

 

Table 1: Corruption Perception Index ranking 2021  

Country CPI 

Nigeria 24 

Comoros 20 

Niger 31 

South Sudan 11 

Somalia 13 

Lesotho 38 

Mali 29 

Liberia 29 

Cote d I’voire 36 

Angola  29 

Senegal 43 

Botswana 55 

Seychelles 70 

Equatorial Guinea 17 

CAPE Verde 58 

Ethiopia 39 

Tanzania 39 
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Source: Transparency International, (2022) “2021 corruption perceptions index reveals a decade 

of stagnating corruption levels amid human rights abuses and democratic decline in sub-Saharan 

Africa”.  

 

The table above shows two things. First, the countries that were poorly ranked are some of the 

countries having serious security and conflict issues whereas the countries that have significantly 

improved in their CPI are making steady progress in their economy and are relatively peaceful. 

These include countries like Seychelles, Senegal and Botswana. Although, Transparency 

International noted that Tanzania, Ethiopia, Angola, have moved up the CPI ladder, insecurity still 

persist in Ethiopia for instance in Central and Northern Ethiopia.  Two, the TI report also revealed 

that 80 percent of countries in Africa have made little to no progress in the last ten years. Thus, to 

effectively address create some fiscal space in Africa, the issue of corruption must be addressed.  

 

Unemployment 

Unemployment, especially youth unemployment is a grave factor that if not addressed will make 

Agenda 2063 and SDGs so unrealistic.  Africa is blessed with a smart, vibrant youth population 

with youth comprising more than a third (34.2 percent) of the population. Not only that, Africa is 

the only continent in the world today whose labour force is expanding (ILO, 2020). Unfortunately, 

close to 34 million people were unemployed in Africa in 2019, of this population, 12.2 million 

were youth aged between 15-24 years (ILO, 2020). In Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation, the 

unemployment rate for the fourth quarter of 2020 stood at 33.3% which is about 23.2 million 

people out of 70million people who should be working in the country (Nwokoma, 2021). This was 

attributed to the poor state of the economy. This situation has led to some young people going into 

crime and participating in activities detrimental to the state. A detailed investigation at the 

composition of members of the terrorist organisations and extremists in Africa will reveal that 

most of them are young Africans who obviously lack employment opportunities and education. 

An idle hand, as the saying goes, is the devil’s workshop.  

 

Debt Problem 

One of the most fundamental obstacles to poverty eradication in Africa countries today is the issue 

of debt overhang. The debt problem is fundamental as evidenced in the huge monies that go to the 

foreign creditors to service interests on the debt instead for the development of these economies. 

The overall development of African countries will remain a dream because these debts are 

becoming unsustainable making it a spoke in the wheel of progress. Funds, which should have 

gone into education, power supply, health, security, water supply, etc. all go to the foreign creditors 

to service interests on the debt. Professor Jeffery Sachs in the End of Poverty cited by Mutume 

(2005) as far back as 2005 stated that the greatest of third world countries problem is the foreign 

debt trap. If creditors do not write off debt, the highest debtor of any developing region will be 

forced to choose between – should it save its dying children or should it pay its debt? Debt levels 

in Africa soared in 2020 and 2021 especially as governments borrowed to fund stimulus packages 
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to support businesses and homes during the COVID-19 lockdown. This was a problem before 

COVID-19, but COVID-19 exacerbated the problem. For instance, Heitzig, Ordu and Senbet 

(2021), reported that debt levels in 2020 “were 4.5 percent higher in Africa than projections. 

Benson (2021) reported in Business Insider that “as of 2021, the total external public debt in west 

Africa alone amounted to around 164 billion US dollars. Nigeria and Ghana recorded the highest 

levels of debt in the region at approximately 79.54 billion US dollars and 21.91 billion U.S. dollars, 

respectively.” Some of the public debts of the countries in the region are captured as follows:  

 

 Table 2: Public debts of captured countries in the region as at half 2021 

Country Total Public Debt ($)  

Nigeria $79.5 billion 

Ghana $21.9 billion 

Ivory Coast $19.5 billion 

Senegal $13.7 billion 

Mali $5.1 billion 

Guinea $4.8 billion 

Niger $4.2 billion 

Benin $3.8 billion 

Burkina Faso $3.7 billion 

Cape Verde $1.9 billion 

Sierra Leone $1.8 billion 

Togo $1.4 billion 

Liberia $1.3 billion 

Gambia $823 million 

Guinea-Bissau $382 million 

Source: https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/ghana-nigeria-and-ivory-coast-top-list-

of-countries-with-highest-public-debt-stocks/qr8g80j, 20/01/2022 

 

In spite of the debt forgiveness and cancellation in 2005 from the Paris Club creditor nations, it is 

intriguing that African countries had piled up another debt and are now crying for debt forgiveness. 

It is worrisome that some of the monies borrowed have ended up in private pockets and sometimes 

elephantine projects. As long as the debt issue is not sorted, it will be difficult for governments to 

push through the reforms necessary to promote economic activity and reduce poverty. Borrowing 

money is not essentially the problem as long as it is not spent on frivolities. Worse still, while the 

governments in African countries continue to borrow to finance development; the funds allocated 

for capital expenditure most of the times ended up in private pockets. 

 

Duplication of regional organizations  

https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/ghana-nigeria-and-ivory-coast-top-list-of-countries-with-highest-public-debt-stocks/qr8g80j
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/ghana-nigeria-and-ivory-coast-top-list-of-countries-with-highest-public-debt-stocks/qr8g80j
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Although, African leaders agreed to set up regional organisations based on geographical contiguity 

and economic interdependence which ultimately will lead to a United States of Africa, the 

proliferation of regional organisations in the continent is a threat to a common aspiration and one 

goal. For instance in West Africa, there is duplication of integration efforts as most members of 

ECOWAS also belong to other integration organisations in the sub-region. For instance, Benin, 

Burkina Faso, Cote d Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Senegal and Togo all members of ECOWAS 

Community are also members of UEMOA. Guinea Bissau belongs to the trio of ECOWAS, MRU 

and UEMOA. The problem is that this rivalry often undermines the process of ensuring proper 

integration among their member-states. What more, UEMOA boasts even better system and has a 

common currency (FCFA), a monetary union (WAEMU), a common external tariff and a common 

set of business laws as ECOWAS (Nwoke, 2005). 

 

Table 3: Regional Organisations memberships of the DRC 

 

AU-

recognised 

regional 

economic 

communities 

Other 

economic 

organisations  

Energy based 

organisations 

River & 

lake 

organisatio

ns  

Peace and 

security 

organisations 

Environmental 

organisations 

AU CEMAC COMELEC ABN, ALG EASF COMIFAC 

COMESA CEPGL EAPP LCBC ICGLR  

CEN-SAD GGC ECOWAPP CICOS G5 SAHEL  

EAC IOC PEAC LIMCOM   

ECCAS MRU SAPP LTA   

ECOWAS SACU  LVBC   

IGAD UEMOA  NBI   

SADC   OKACOM   

UMA   OMVG, 

OMVS, 

ORASCOM

, VBA 

TPTC, & 

ZAMCOM 

  

Note: the data was culled from the information provided on page 22 of the article by Byiers & 

Miyandazi (2021), “Balancing Power and Consensus: Opportunities and Challenges for Increased 

African Integration. The table shows the membership in which Democratic Republic of Congo 

belongs to.  

   

The analysis here is that memberships of organisations are not cheap. For instance, Congo DRC 

will pay annual levies to all these organisations. This is duplication of resources and loyalty to 
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different agendas. It is instructive to note that some of the organisations depend solely on external 

financing.  

 

Other obstacles facing the continent in realizing its development goals  

Apart from the above, there are other important challenges weighing against achieving continental 

aspirations including lack of strong institutions in Africa. Matambo (2018), in his study on Africa 

Union’s Method and Role in Ending Conflict and Establishing Peace in Africa (2018) submitted 

that “Africa’s enduring problems are a consequence of the failure by the continent to establish 

effective institutions and governments that can transform Africa’s valuable endowments into 

strategic and sustainable advantages...” Institutions in Africa are inherently weak and rely on 

governments for direction. As submitted by Ighobor (2020), quoting Amaoko stated thus: “Africa 

needs strong institutions to drive the integration agenda. You need the political will. We often 

think that politicians make declarations and adopt protocols and then everything falls in place. It 

is not so”.  

 

The same can also be said in the area of education, no African University is in the top 200 of best 

universities worldwide. According to Lawal (2017), in Africa, 41% of children of primary school 

age do not complete basic education while 87 per cent do not reach the minimum proficiency in 

reading. Illiteracy is a problem in Northern Nigeria today which probably explains why violence 

festers there more than anywhere else in Nigeria.  

 

Other challenges include coping with the COVID-19 pandemic prevention and treatment as well 

as providing continuous stimulus packages for families that lost jobs and businesses. Also, Coup 

d’état is becoming fashionable once again especially in West Africa and this needs to be checked 

urgently. Climate Change even though is a global problem, its effects is already being felt in major 

African countries and often leading to conflict between farmers and herdsmen.  

 

Foreign Influence in African Politics and Development 

It is difficult to present Africa developmental trajectory without mentioning the ignoble years of 

European colonialism and imperialism. While European countries continue to ignore calls for 

reparation, the slave trade formed the first great impact of the West on Africa. According to McKay 

(1964), citing Fage, J.D. in his introduction to the History of West Africa, “perhaps 15,000,000 to 

20,000,000 slaves were landed in America between the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and 

another 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 may have died in slave ships. Including those killed in slave raids 

and in other ways as a direct result of the slave trade, this appalling loss of manpower may have 

totaled as much as 40,000,000.” Although, many analysts have commented that the slave trade 

happened long time ago and African countries should have  moved past this, but the truth is that 

not only did this event resulted into the distortion in politics, economics and lives of the people, it 

also led to the disruption of the indigenous African systems (Adebajo, 2013). The forceful 

conscription and evacuation of young and vibrant manpower from Africa at this period is certainly 
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a reality of history and debasement of African values. But this intervention did not stop there. After 

the end of slave trade in the nineteenth century, there was clamour for legitimate trade and then 

the European scramble to partition Africa into colonial empires.  

 

In the same vein, there were also developmental frameworks put in place by the Global North such 

as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, World Trade Organisation (WTO), to 

assist African countries. These groupings came up with policies to help Africa including the 

Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan Africa which recommended the Structural Adjustment 

Program in 1981 (Momoh, 2016). There were other frameworks developed as well, they include: 

Africa’s Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and Development (APPER) in 1986, United 

Nations Programme for Africa’s Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAARED), the 

Africa Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programme for Socio-economic Recovery 

and Transformation (AAF-SAP) in 1989, African Charter for Popular Participation in 

Development (ACPPD) in 1990; the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 

in the 1990’s (UN –NADAF), Conference on Security Stability Development and Cooperation 

(CSSDC) in 1991 (Momoh, 2016) and so on. It is interesting to note that in spite of all these 

initiatives, little or no developments were noticed. Poverty, Inequality, conflict, weak 

infrastructures, weak institutions, etc. remains the order of the day. This is so because Africa has 

no control whatsoever in these international institutions and at the end of the day, might is right. 

Africa has not been able to overcome the “economic legacy of resource dependency…”, and an 

important example also was when the World Bank gave stringent conditionality especially 

reduction of investment in tertiary education in Africa which contributed immensely to the drop 

in educational standard in several countries in Africa (Hirsh & Lopes, 2020).  

 

Apart from the above, foreign involvement in African Affairs has long been noted. There were 

indications, albeit inconclusive, that most of the coups in Africa were externally financed. A case 

in point was the mercenaries intercepted on their way to Equatorial Guinea in 2004. In the same 

vein, most of the looted funds are often domiciled in countries, mostly out of Africa. These 

countries keep the stolen funds for several years sometimes and return with no interest by the time 

such funds are repatriated. It becomes difficult to create fiscal space if destination countries for 

IFF are not joining Africa to combat this trend. The table below shows that the majority of IFF 

from Africa between 1980 and 2018 has been hosted in Europe, Central Asia or East Asia and 

pacific regions. There are also high volume of intra-African illicit flows which requires 

governments in Africa to work together to tame.  

 

Table 4: Illicit Financial Flows out of Africa, by destination region (1980-2018) 

Destination Region IFFs (millions of USD)  IFF (%of bilateral trade) 

East Asia & Pacific 387,256 16.5 

Europe & Central Asia 360,517 11.1 

Sub-Saharan Africa 181,869 10.3 



15 

 

North America 136,304 11.2 

Middle-East & North Africa 123,680 20.7 

Latin America & Caribbean 31,761 10.8 

South Asia 8,599 1.2 

Source: Signe, L. Sow, M. and Madden, P. (2020), “Illicit financial flows in Africa: Drivers, 

destinations and policy options”, Africa Growth Initiative Policy Brief, Brookings, 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Illicit-financial-flows-in-Africa.pdf, 

20/01/2022.  

 

It is quite interesting to note that while African Union was launching its Agenda 2063 vision, the 

global community through the United Nations was already initiating the successor to the 

Millennium Development Goals whose results were mixed. Most of the goals were not met so it 

developed Agenda 2030 for sustainable development. There are also similarities in the goals 

contained in Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030.  

 

Interrogating Agenda 2063 and SDG Goals 

A major challenge to the full realization of Agenda 2063 is that even though it was called people-

driven agenda; it is interesting that the local people who are supposed to support these initiatives 

do not even know what Agenda 2063 is. SDG goals is definitely more popular in suburbs and 

communities as for instance in Nigeria, ministries were set up to ensure the programs under SDG 

came to light. They operate in local health centers, local government councils, etc. but there is no 

where would you see Agenda 2063 (personal observation).  

 

In other to facilitate speedy implementation of Agenda 2063 and to show African citizens that 

Agenda 2063 is on course, the organisation adopted the completion of 13 major projects in the first 

ten years of agenda 2063 namely:  

a. Integrated high-speed train network 

b. African commodity strategy 

c. Continental free trade area (AfCFTA) 

d. African passport and freedom of movement 

e. Silencing the guns by 2020 

f. Grand Inga Dam Project 

g. Single African air transport market (SAATM) 

h. Annual African economic dialogue platform 

i. Establishment of African financial institutions: 

 African central bank 

 African investment bank 

 African monetary fund 

 Pan-African Stock Exchange 

j. Pan-African E-Network 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Illicit-financial-flows-in-Africa.pdf
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k. African Outer Space Strategy 

l. African virtual and E-University 

m. Great African Museum 

 

Laudable motives but except for Continental free trade Area which has started, but whose impact 

is yet to be felt, others are still in limbo. Another issue is that the implementation, monitoring, and 

evaluation of Agenda 2063 are solely dependent on individual states.  

 

Agenda 2063 and SDGs will not come alive except they are backed with substantial funding. This 

is where the citizens are important because except they are mobilized locally, it will be difficult. 

Even with all the support, widespread acceptance of SDGs in Africa, Africa still lags behind 

compared to the rest of the world. Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030 should as a matter of necessity 

be popularized among the populace. Roesch and Rahmaty (2020) agreed with this when they 

submitted that “...Yet with a few exceptions, the 2030 agenda remains largely unknown at the local 

level.” This is also the case with Agenda 2063.  

 

Conclusion  

There is no doubt that Africa has a long way to go to fulfill the wishes and aspirations of its 

forebears and project its people in the best way possible in the nearest future. A lot of Africans 

breaking new grounds and doing excellently well are not in the continent but outside its shores. 

They were able to attain some of these feats because of their environment but such could be 

replicated in Africa. Some African countries are already showing that given true leadership, they 

can compare favorably with other nations of the world. But the onus lies in the leadership. African 

leaders must be proactive and forward thinking. Citizens must know that electing these types of 

leaders is non-negotiable if they are to move forward. If the same zeal that was shown by African 

leaders at the wake of independence, during the annexation of her land and during the struggle of 

Pan-Africanism can be shown again, then, there is hope for the future. No one can do it for Africa, 

except Africans. Africans cannot continue to live in self-denial. Agenda 2063 is possible if all 

hands are on deck.  

 

Recommendations 

1. Africa need to become more influential and visible in all multilateral and international 

institutions not just for the sake of seating there alone but to be involved in major decisions 

especially the ones affecting Africans and to secure better deals in trade negotiations, attraction 

of investments and debts restructuring. The era of going cap in hand to Europe and America 

should be over.  

2. In light of the COVID -19 pandemic and the exigency occasioned by climate change, it is 

important that African leaders seek genuine partners who can help address targeted sectors and 

people in the society without endangering the continent’s autonomy.  
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3. The youths in African should be strategically placed to benefit from the technological 

revolution opening doors of opportunities to young people all over the world. National and 

regional policies must target young people for inclusiveness in the political and social space. 

A certain quota could be agreed upon for the youths in the parliament and executive 

appointments. This will not only give them sense of belonging but also avail the countries in 

the region of fresh ideas.   

4. African leaders as a matter of necessity must provide clusters that will champion the 

popularization of Agenda 2063 from the regional to local levels. Agenda 2063 must be owned 

by the people for it to flourish.  

5. Digitalization of the economy must be speedily work at to drive socio-economic 

transformation, and opening up of opportunities for income generation for thousands, if not 

millions of the poor people in Africa. It is a tool that can help in implementing Agenda 2063 

and 2030 Agenda 

6. Silencing the guns and preventing incessant conflict can only be possible if there is social 

protection and all citizens are given the opportunity to go to school and also given job 

opportunity.  

7. Conditions for external borrowing should become more stringent. Leaders of states in Africa 

must be able to convince the ordinary man on the street why they have to borrow and how they 

money will be paid back. 

8. African countries should work at diversifying their economy to increase competition and be 

export ready.  

9. Africa leaders must continue to foster unity and oneness among member states of the AU. Why 

are people, especially from outside the continent still referring to Africa as sub-Saharan Africa 

(SSA)? Abiodun (2022), noted that the term SSA is usually referenced in literature because of 

the perceived sharp differences between North Africa and other parts of Africa called SSA. 

The differences borders on issues of uneven development, climate and culture. However, this 

tends to separate Africans more than unite them. The unity among Africans is quintessential 

and must be consciously promoted at all times.  
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