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Mr. President,  

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honour to address the thirty-sixth Meeting of 

States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea. 

I wish to first offer my congratulations to 

H.E. Mr. Wellington Darío Bencosme Castaños, Permanent 

Representative of the Dominican Republic to the 

United Nations, on his election as President of the thirty-sixth 

Meeting of States Parties. 

I would also like to thank His Excellency, Mr. Nguyen 

Minh Vu, Ambassador and Permanent Deputy Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam, President of the thirty-fifth 

Meeting, for his successful presidency over the past year. It 

has been a pleasure to work with you and your delegation.  
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Mr. President, let me also join you in welcoming the 

Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority, 

Ms. Leticia Reis de Carvalho; the President of the International 

Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Judge Tomas Heidar; the 

Registrar of the Tribunal, Ms. Ximena Hinrichs; and the 

Chairperson of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental 

Shelf, Mr. Aldino Campos.   

As this is the last Meeting at which Judge Heidar will 

attend as President of the Tribunal, let me join in expressing 

appreciation for his contributions in this important function.   

This year, we also commemorate the 30th anniversary of 

the Tribunal since its inauguration in October 1996. During 

these three decades, the Tribunal has made many important 

contributions to the interpretation and application of the 

Convention through its resolution of disputes. In congratulating 

the Tribunal on its anniversary, let me also express 

appreciation for the close cooperation between my Office and 

the Tribunal, including through the Division for Ocean Affairs 

and the Law of the Sea as liaison office for the Tribunal. 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea as 

the “constitution for the oceans” contributes significantly to the 

sustainable development of the oceans and the seas, as well as 

to the strengthening of peace, security, cooperation and 

friendly relations among all nations, in accordance with the 



3 
 

Purposes and Principles of the United Nations as set forth in the 

Charter.  

The central role of the Convention and its three 

implementing Agreements in guiding all ocean activities is 

evident from the growing participation in all these instruments.  

The goal of universal participation draws nearer, as the 

number of parties to the Convention now stands at 172. In this 

regard, I offer warm congratulations to Kyrgyzstan and 

Cambodia as the newest States Parties to the Convention. 

Through becoming parties to the Convention, these States are 

also party to the 1994 Agreement relating to the 

implementation of Part XI of the Convention, bringing the 

number of parties to 155. 

I would also like to congratulate Sierra Leone on its 

accession to the 1995 United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, 

bringing the number of parties to 95. 

I am delighted to note that on 17 January 2026, the BBNJ 

Agreement or Agreement under the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use 

of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction entered into force. Let me echo the words of the 

Secretary-General, who welcomed this development as a 

“historic achievement for the ocean and for multilateralism”. 

The Agreement has 145 signatories and 90 parties, with more 

States taking steps to ratify the Agreement. 



4 
 

In the past year, delegations have been working intensely 

in sessions of the BBNJ Preparatory Commission. Now that the 

Commission has concluded its work, we look forward to the 

first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Agreement, which will be convened at United Nations 

Headquarters from 11 to 22 January 2027. 

The General Assembly continues to give sustained 

attention to matters relating to oceans and the law of the sea, 

as reflected in the Convention, which sets out the legal 

framework within which all activities in the oceans and seas 

must be carried out. In this context, the Assembly has 

consistently underscored the importance of system-wide 

coherence and coordination through UN-Oceans, which it has 

regularly recognized as the inter-agency coordination 

mechanism on ocean and coastal issues within the United 

Nations system. The Assembly has further affirmed the role of 

the Office of Legal Affairs, through DOALOS as the focal point 

of UN-Oceans.  

I would note in this regard, that next week, the 

twenty-sixth Meeting of the Informal Consultative Process will 

focus its deliberations on the topic “Marine Ecosystem 

Restoration”. 

Distinguished delegates,  

Today, you will hear reports on the work of the three 

institutions established under the Convention: the International 

Seabed Authority, the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
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Sea, and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental 

Shelf.  

As my Office, through the Division for Ocean Affairs and 

the Law of the Sea, provides secretariat services to one of 

these, namely the Commission, allow me to highlight a couple 

of recent developments and immediate priorities. In this 

regard, the budget reductions and ongoing liquidity crisis 

affecting the United Nations Secretariat have also impacted the 

Office of Legal Affairs and the Division. However, my Office 

remains committed to delivering high-quality support to the 

Commission within the available means.  

Regarding the planned renovations of the building where 

the Commission conducts its work, my Office is monitoring the 

progress of the renovation project in light of the special 

requirements of the Commission for its working space and is 

keeping the Commission informed. In this regard, I understand 

that the Director of the Division will provide an update to the 

Meeting on this matter during the deliberations concerning the 

work of the Commission. 

The Commission continues to face a significant workload, 

with 109 submissions to date and a growing backlog awaiting 

consideration. In this regard, the Commission is taking 

proactive measures to improve its efficiency. 

Distinguished Delegates, 

The conditions of service of the members of the 

Commission remain a concern. It is my hope that a 
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sustainable, long-term solution can be found to ensure that all 

members of the Commission receive similar and reasonable 

treatment related to their duties.   

Finally, one of the three seats allocated to members from 

the Group of Eastern European States has now remained 

vacant for over a decade. I am aware of the decision taken by 

the thirty-fifth Meeting as well as the efforts undertaken by the 

outgoing President to follow up with the Group of Eastern 

European States concerning the preparation of a written 

proposal on how to address this issue.  I encourage States 

Parties to continue making every effort to ensure that all 21 

seats on the Commission are filled. 

Let me once more reiterate my appeal for the 

consideration of qualified women candidates across the various 

processes related to oceans and the law of the sea. A gender 

perspective has been recognized as essential, including in the 

context of the BBNJ Agreement, which contains provisions on 

gender balance, participation and capacity-building, and the 

relevance of this perspective remains key in all ocean-related 

processes.  

This approach is also consistently reflected in the work of 

the General Assembly. In particular, the Assembly encouraged 

“increased efforts by Governments and the United Nations 

system to enhance accountability for the implementation of 

commitments to gender equality and the empowerment of 

women at the international, regional, national and local levels,  
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Mr. President, 

Distinguished delegates, 

You have a busy agenda before you, including the election 

of seven members of the Tribunal.  In this regard, let me 

express my appreciation to the outgoing members of the 

Tribunal for their crucial contributions during their term of 

office. 

I also wish to renew the commitment of my Office to 

providing high quality support to Member States and to this 

Meeting. 

The President of the thirty-fifth Meeting called for more 

capacity building efforts, in particular for developing States. 

Within the resources available to the Office of Legal Affairs, we 

remain committed to pursuing capacity-building efforts 

including on the BBNJ Agreement, and will continue to pay 

particular attention to the needs of least developed countries 

and small island developing States, as we pursue capacity-

building as a horizontal priority of the Office of Legal Affairs.  

Mr. President, allow me to convey to you and delegations 

present, best wishes for a successful thirty-sixth Meeting of 

States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea. 

Thank you. 


