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Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and honour to be here this afternoon to deliver the 

introductory remarks for this Panel 10. 

This afternoon’s discussions give us the opportunity to reflect on an overarching 

question and that is: 

Check against delivery
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Is international law still fit for purpose to address the multidimensional aspects of 

the conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources?  

Let me start by explaining what I mean with “multidimensional aspects”. 

First, the discussions this week have reminded us once more that the climate-

ocean-biodiversity nexus is real and that the “triple planetary crisis” of climate 

change, biodiversity loss and pollution is causing severe and unprecedented 

damage to the marine environment, on which the lives and livelihoods of so many 

depend. The threats are multifaceted and interconnected. 

Second, the ocean is our shared home. A wide range of actors and sectors make use 

of it and of its resources. For many, it also represents cultural heritage. 

These stakeholders and actors include States, intergovernmental organizations, 

civil society, including women and youth, the scientific community, as well as 

Indigenous Peoples and local communities. These represent many different 

interests to be taken into account.  

Third, alongside the traditional uses of the ocean, new or emerging ones are rapidly 

expanding, bringing both challenges and opportunities. 

These developments are closely connected with the strides made in marine science 

and technology.  

They have provided new tools to reach the farthest and deepest areas of the ocean. 

While this has allowed conducting research in remote and underexplored marine 

areas and also improved our monitoring, control and surveillance capabilities, this 

has also provided more opportunities to exploit resources at scales previously 

unimaginable. 
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So has international law kept up with a changing natural, societal and technological 

environment and emerging challenges? 

I argue that international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea, has risen to the challenge. 

The Convention, which is commonly referred to as the “constitution for the 

ocean”, lies at the heart of the legal framework for the ocean and seas.   

With 170 parties, it currently enjoys close to universal acceptance.   

Importantly, the Convention is not static but constitutes a framework for further 

development. 

Let me highlight a few of the recent developments that demonstrate that 

international law, as reflected in the Convention, is still fit for purpose and 

responsive to emerging challenges.   

One of the most significant achievements since the 2022 United Nations 

Conference was the adoption, by consensus, of the landmark Agreement under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and 

Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement). 

With a scope of application covering nearly two thirds of the ocean, the BBNJ 

Agreement can bolster global efforts to improve the health and resilience of ocean 

ecosystems, provide greater equity in ocean activities and strengthen coordination 

in the marine space. 

Other milestone developments include:   
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• The work underway within the International Seabed Authority on the 

adoption of regulations for the exploitation of mineral resources in the Area; 

• The ongoing negotiations towards an international legally binding 

instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, following the 

adoption by the United Nations Environment Assembly of a historic resolution to 

this end; 

• The adoption by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) of a revised 

strategy on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, which includes 

targets to reach net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050;   

• The advisory opinion of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea on 

climate change and international law, which concluded that anthropogenic 

greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere constitute pollution of the marine 

environment under the Convention. 

• The adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

under the Convention on Biological Diversity can make vital contributions to the 

realization of the 2030 Agenda, particularly Goal 14. Global Biodiversity 

Framework  

These significant developments demonstrate the strength of multilateralism in 

today’s complex world, marked by long-standing or new challenges.  

However, a lot can and needs to be done to bring ongoing processes to a successful 

conclusion and ensure that legal texts and commitments do not just remain words 

on paper but are translated into concrete actions.  
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Ambitious action is critical to urgently address the continuing decline of ocean 

health. Sustainable development depends on the level of ambition we put in our 

efforts to strengthen international law where it needs to be strengthened, to provide 

the necessary support where it is needed for effective implementation, and to 

enforce the law when it is violated. 

I wish you fruitful and stimulating exchanges. 

Thank you.   


