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I would like to begin by thanking the co-organizers - UN OHRLLS, Tajikistan, UN 

DESA for inviting UNDRR to this event.  

 

▪ A warming planet is increasing the frequency and intensity of disasters and 

compounding risks. 

▪ Landlocked developing countries are highly vulnerable to the adverse effects of 

climate change. An estimated 54 percent of their land is classified as dryland 

and they remain disproportionately affected by desertification, land degradation 

and drought.  

▪ In its Special Report on Climate Change and Land, IPCC highlighted that since 

the pre-industrial period, the land surface air temperature has risen nearly twice 

as much as the global average temperature.   

▪ These challenges have far-reaching consequence as they trigger a vicious circle 

of food-water-energy insecurity, and conflicts and poverty.  

▪ Climate and disaster risks in the LLDCs significantly exceed their capacity to 

respond to and recover from disasters, thus consequentially being left behind in 

the implementation of the Sendai Framework, Vienna Programme of Action 

(VPoA) and, subsequently, in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda  

▪ These environmental, social, and economic impacts of extreme and slow-onset 

events, underscore the urgency of risk-informed approaches to poverty 

reduction, economic growth, and sustainable development in landlocked 

developing countries.  

▪ Landlocked countries face specific challenges to building resilience and reducing 

disaster risk. This requires a transboundary approach to risk governance, 

including cross-border cooperation on disaster resilient infrastructure and trade 

between LLDC and transit countries.  

▪ I am pleased to inform that four LLDCs (Afghanistan, Bhutan, Mongolia, and 

Nepal) are already members of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, 

co-led by the government of India and UK and UNDRR as a founding member.  



▪ In order to achieve the SDGs and the VPoA, policies and investments have to be 

risk-informed. In the Political Declaration of the Midterm Review of the VPoA, 

Member States recognized resilience risk reduction as a priority for the LLDCs 

and established synergies between the implementation of the VPoA and the 

Sendai Framework.  

▪ In 2023, the Midterm Review of the Sendai Framework and the process to 

develop a successor to the VPoA, together with the Global Stock-take of the Paris 

Agreement, will provide further opportunities to strengthen synergies and 

identify priority action for LLDCs and transit countries to reduce risk and build 

resilience.  

▪ UNDRR is committed to continue supporting and enhancing the leadership of 

landlocked developing countries in tackling climate and disaster risks and 

building resilience. For instance:  

o As a joint initiative of UN and other partners, we have launched a 

Comprehensive Climate and Disaster Risk Management (CRM) 

programme that takes a systemic approach towards disaster and climate 

risk management. The programme promotes fit-for-purpose and risk-

informed policy and planning with a focus on countries with special 

needs, including LLDCs.  

o A Global Risk Assessment Framework that combines climate data, and 

other elements of risk, including vulnerability and exposure data to 

inform development and humanitarian planning. 

o The metrics and data generated by the Sendai Framework Monitor, is 

currently being used by over 150 countries and provides valuable insights 

into how much are we losing because of disasters and extreme events, 

and what is being done to reduce their risk.  

▪ To mobilize partnerships and advance joint efforts, UNDRR and WMO have 

jointly launched a Centre of Excellence for Climate and Disaster Resilience. 

The Centre will promote a comprehensive understanding of risk across multiple 

countries.  

I would like to conclude with a strong call to action to increase support for integrated 

DRR and climate change adaptation in LLDCs:  

• Dramatically raise ambition for reducing and managing risks due to 

climate change: A 50/50 share between adaptation and mitigation in the 100-

billion USD climate finance is urgently required. This support to adaptation is 

especially needed in developing countries that are experiencing a growing 

impact of disasters. 

• Significantly increase support for averting, minimizing and addressing 

losses and damages: The full spectrum of risk should be addressed including 



risks from extreme and slow-onset events triggered by climate change, as well 

as other hazards, occurring due to compounded and cascading climatic events. 

• Accelerate predictable and risk-informed investments and financing: All 

climate and development investment and financing should be predictable and 

risk-informed to better respond to longer term planning needs.  

 


