
 

1 
 

Statement by H.E. Mr. Muzaffar Huseynzoda 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan at the High-
Level side event entitled “Enhancing Capacity of Landlocked Developing 

Countries to address Climate Change, Energy and Water Related 
Challenges during COVID-19 era”  

(Wednesday, 3 November 2021, 12:00-13:00 UK time,  
at Water Pavilion, Glasgow) 

 

Distinguished Under-Secretary-General Mr. Courtenay Rattray, 

Distinguished Under-Secretary-General Mr. Liu Zhenmin, 

Distinguished Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

- At the outset, I would like to thank UN-DESA and UN-OHRLLS for          co-

organizing of our High-Level side event aimed at strengthening capacities in 

addressing Climate Change, Energy and Water nexus and other challenges 

during the COVID-19 era from the perspective of the Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs). 

- I am confident that today we will share our views and discuss specific 

impact of climate change on LLDCs, and identify our priority needs that 

should be addressed to ensure LLDCs stable and significant progress with 

focus on water related issues, food security, energy connectivity and other 

challenges including the global pandemic. 

Dear participants, 

- The COVID-19 pandemic has upended countless lives around the world 

and it will definitely hamper and delay achieving SDGs particularly in LLDCs, 

and Tajikistan as one of the landlocked developing countries is no exception. 

One of the most important interventions by the Government of Tajikistan 

during the outbreak of Covid-19 was the rapid scaling-up and strengthening 

of national laboratory capacity for COVID-19 testing. 
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- The Government established a National Multi-Sectoral Covid-19 Task force 

chaired by the Prime Minister and approved the Country of Preparedness 

and Response Plan for COVID-19 and Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement Plan which were prepared with the assistance of the UN 

entities. 

- The United Nations has called for a Covid-19 socioeconomic response that 

is underpinned by “building back better” and “leaving no one behind”. 

Guiding by these principals, Tajikistan as the LLDC commends the efforts 

made by the United Nations for the need of global solidarity to overcome this 

challenge, avoiding “vaccine nationalism” and providing “vaccine for all”.   

Another challenging issue is Climate Change that is also a serious obstacle 

to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in various LLDCs, including 

Tajikistan. 

Tajikistan with 93 percent of its territory covered by mountainous, is 

concerned, along with other countries in the region, about changes in the 

hydrological cycle leading to severe floods and droughts and causing a 

negative impact on water, energy and food security. 

Unfortunately, our country loses hundreds of millions of dollars annually as 

a result of water-borne disasters, and in many cases, natural disasters cause 

human losses and destruct the vital infrastructure. 

Distinguished colleagues, 

One of the serious impact of the Climate Change is the melting of glaciers 

which is the main source of drinking water in the Central Asian region. 

As a result of climate change and unprecedented warming, more than 1,000 

of the 13,000 glaciers in Tajikistan's mountains have completely melted. 

According to the available statistics, the Fedchenko Glacier in Tajikistan 

alone has shrunk to 11 square kilometers in recent decades in Tajikistan, 

and lost 2 cubic kilometers of ice. 
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This all is happening despite the fact that up to 60% of Central Asia's water 

resources originate from Tajikistan's glaciers. 

Our country ranks 135th in the world in terms of carbon dioxide emissions 

and produces 96% of its electricity in hydropower plants. 

The President of Tajikistan has made concrete proposals at international 

conferences on several occasions to find solutions to the problems 

associated with climate change. 

In this regard, as a member of the founding group of the World Water and 

Climate Coalition, the President of Tajikistan proposed at its first high-level 

meeting to declare the years of 2025 as the International Year for 

Preservation of Glaciers. 

We firmly believe that this initiative will help to attract more attention of the 

world community to the water and climate issues and the melting of glaciers 

globally, particularly in the LLDCs. 

The establishment of the International Fund for Glacier Preservation under 

the auspices of the United Nations is another step that could provide a basis 

for comprehensive research and effective solutions to this global problem. 

Distinguished USGs, 

Tajikistan is recognized as an initiator and lead country and contributes to 

the process of promoting water and climate issues in the Global 

Development Agenda and submitting relevant UN resolutions on these 

issues. 

The International Decade for Action "Water for Sustainable Development, 

2018 - 2028" initiated by Tajikistan and declared by the United Nations, is 

under implementation currently. 

The international community is looking forward to the United Nations 

Conference on the Comprehensive Medium-Term Review of this Decade, to 

be held in New York City in 2023. 
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Because in almost 50 years, this will be the second Special Conference of 

the United Nations on Water, which will once again prove the key role of 

water issues in the global development agenda and the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

We are proud that Tajikistan, together with the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

are elected as co-chair of this important international forum. 

In this regard, we have already begun preparations with our partners, 

including the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the United Nations 

Department for Economic and Social Affairs, and are taking steps to 

organize a comprehensive and high-level conference. 

We would like to encourage all stakeholders to cooperate extensively in this 

process. 

Let me recall that in June 2022, our country will host the International High-

Level Conference on the Review of the International Decade for Action 

"Water for Sustainable Development". 

We believe that this forum will play an important role in the preparations for 

the 2023 Water Conference. 

Taking this opportunity, I reaffirm my country's readiness as part of the 

LLDCs to advance water and climate issues at all levels, especially in 

cooperation with the United Nations. 

I thank you for your attention.  

 


