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Aim of the meeting 
 
The virtual meeting was organized by UN-OHRLLS and aimed to share effective national 
initiatives and policy measures of African LDCs in combating the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
deliberate on its long-term socio-economic impacts on the implementation of the Istanbul 

Programme of Action and SDGs. It also informed about support packages that the UN system 
has delivered through the UN country teams to help LDCs cope with the pandemic. The 

meeting also updated participants on adjustment to preparations for the Fifth UN Conference 
on LDCs (LDC5).  

 
Sixteen African LDCs were represented at the meeting by their National Focal Points and 

officials of their missions to the United Nations. In addition, UN resident coordinators in 
Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as representatives from the Office of the UN 

Resident Coordinator in Guinea, UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa, and the Economic 
Commission for Africa attended the meeting.  

 

Highlights from the interventions 
 

• USG ‘Utoikamanu stressed that the pandemic wiped out development progress made 

over the last few years, and is disproportionally impacting women and children. It also 

exacerbated economic inequality in African LDCs. She commended the African LDCs 
for their quick responses and reiterated that commitment to the LDCs remained as 

strong as ever and that COVID-19 offered an opportunity to refocus on development 
goals.   

 
• Participants shared that many of the LDCs have experienced socio-economic impacts 

due to disrupted supply chains and weakened global demand in addition to the direct 
effects of COVID-19.  
 

• The health, economic and social impacts of the COVID-19 crisis will have an impact on 
all the indicators of the Istanbul Programme of Action for LDCs (IPoA) and on the ability 
of many African LDCs to reach the SDG targets.  
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• Due to COVID-19, growth projections for all African LDCs have been significantly 

adjusted downward, with some entering negative growth rates. 
 

• With respect to the health response, many African LDCs drew upon their experiences 
in fighting the Ebola outbreak, i.e. reactivating emergency response centers.  
 

• Preventive measures are essential due to the fragility of health systems in many 

African LDCs. Many LDCs made institutional arrangements such as establishing 
committees to coordinate nation-wide resources and efforts, undertook preventive 
measures such as curfews, restrictions on gathering of large groups, and public health 
awareness campaigns. However, lockdowns in many LDCs are a trade-off between 
protecting lives and saving livelihoods. 
 

• Combating the socio-economic impact of the pandemic is particularly challenging for 
African LDCs as their responses are constrained by limited fiscal space, increasing debt 
burdens and climate change.  

 

• Many participants expressed the importance of food security and social protection as 

well as the need to support the private sector in particular small businesses in African 
LDCs in their coping strategies. They also emphasised that the pandemic offered the 

opportunity to incubate local businesses especially in the pharmaceutical sector, and 
to develop local agriculture, thereby reducing overreliance on imports. 

 

• Some African LDCs strengthened partnership with the private sector in the fight 

against the COVID-19. For example, Zambia shared a best practice by ensuring 
students having access to education despite school closures through partnerships with 

telecommunications companies offering free internet bundles to help students 
accessing E-learning platforms. The UN Resident Coordinator in Malawi also stressed 

that it has been beneficial to ask the private sector and universities to come up with 
innovative ideas to cope with the pandemic. 
 

• The pandemic has proved to be a catalyst for many of the LDCs to promote the use of 

electronic money transfer methods, which has played the dual role in limiting the 
spread of the virus, while facilitating instantaneous cash transfers.  

 

• UNDP’s Chief Economist for Africa stressed that strategic interaction is essential to 
allow African countries to build back better and attain the SDGs in this decade of 
action. Strategies must reflect African realities such as the high share of informal 
workers. 

 
• The UN system is working extensively with governments in LDCs to ensure not only a 

quick health response but also a sustainable economic recovery based on socio-
economic impact assessments. Resident coordinators in Malawi and DR Congo 
highlighted the importance of resource mobilization to cope with the pandemic.  
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• The Director of UN-OHRLLS updated on ongoing preparations for UNLDC5 including 

associated five tracks. LDC5 is a major UN conference to frame the programme of 
action for LDCs for the next decade. The conference is rescheduled and likely to take 
place in January 2022.  

 
Opening 
 
Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under Secretary-General and the High 
Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDs, noted the importance of holding this meeting in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. She highlighted that underfunded health systems become 
ravaged. Inequalities become more stark. Women and children face deteriorating situations 
in quarantine and jobs in the informal sector continue to fall. She commended African 

countries for taking quick measures to contain the spread of the virus and for their innovation 
to provide cost-efficient medical solutions. She informed about the various activities of 
OHRLLS and the progress made in the implementation of the IPoA. She stressed that the 
pandemic caused major setbacks for LDCs and that the preparatory process for LDC5 has been 
disrupted.  However, drive to promote the cause of LDCs has not stopped. She called on 
African LDCs to use COVID-19 as an opportunity to recalibrate their development goals and 
achieve inclusive, resilient and sustainable recovery.  

 
Session I: Sharing of national initiatives and experiences and development 
challenges in response to COVID-19 
 

Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director of UN-OHRLLS, moderated this session. 
 

Presentations 
 
Burkina Faso announced that the country detected its first case of the virus on 9 March 2020 
and as of 7 June, the number of deaths stood at 53. The country’s projected growth rate of 
6.3 per cent will fall to 2 per cent due to the pandemic. It announced a 5 per cent budget 
deficit, amounting to approximately USD 527 million. A health response plan of approximately 
USD 678 million was developed with the technical support of the international development 
partners. A set of health, economic and social measures to mitigate the effects of the 
pandemic was designed. The government has taken steps to increase the capabilities of 
hospitals to deal with high patient numbers and procurement of medical supplies. The 
government has also established a scientific council, while enforcing restrictions on gatherings 

at public spaces and closing its borders. The representative also announced that the economic 
measures taken are aimed at supporting healthcare provision, ensuring the country's 
economic recovery, and ensuring fiscal sustainability. They include fiscal measures, measures 
to improve access to financing and monetary and macro-financial measures to mitigate the 
economic fallout from the pandemic. Some of the measures are the establishment of an 
economic recovery fund for companies in difficulty amounting to approximately USD 170 
million, the acquisition of agricultural inputs and livestock feed to support food and pastoral 
production amounting to USD 51 million, the establishment of a solidarity fund for the benefit 
of the informal sector particularly women and for the revival of vegetable and fruit trade 
activities amounting to USD 9 million, the financing of research on infectious diseases and the 
production of medicines for an amount of USD 26 million, and the relaxation of the criteria for 
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convergence of fiscal policies.  The main measures taken by the government are summed up 

as follows: 
 

• Securing of stocks of consumer goods, in consultation with the actors of the supply 
chain and the reinforced economic control of prices on the national territory; 

• Payment or delivery of water and electricity bills for the underprivileged social strata; 
• The reactivation of public shops selling cereals at reduced prices; 

• Donation of food to vulnerable people in closed markets; 
• Reducing the cost of solar kits by 50 per cent within the framework of the Solar Home 

System project for vulnerable households; 
• Finally, no penalties on late payments on electricity and water bills during the 

pandemic.  
 

The Comoros outlined the country’s efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19, including 
banning large gatherings, school closures, limited operating hours for markets, border 
closures and a curfew.  The closure of border and awareness-raising campaign initiated by the 
president on 16 March 2020 was efficient on slowing down the spread of the virus. As of the 
date of the meeting, Comoros had 162 confirmed cases of the virus, with 2 deaths and 97 

recoveries. The government quickly developed the pandemic preparedness and response 
plan.  This included the establishment of a national multi-sectoral and epidemic response 

committee, as well as a technical committee to operationalize the response with an activating 
mechanism and a national pandemic preparedness and response committee. In the health 

sector, lack of access to clean water at the national level and most importantly in the rural 
area as well as the lack of sufficient medical supplies at the national level and the inexistence 

of pharmaceutical industry in the country were emphasized. Inadequate testing sites and 
quarantines site were also highlighted. The consequence on the daily life is the shortage of 

certain foodstuffs and the difficulty posed by closed shops, especially pharmacies and 
insufficient places to accommodate COVID 19 patients. In the education sector, the loss of 

wages of private school teachers due to closures of schools and university was stressed. It was 
mentioned that the country switched to remote and electronic methods of teaching. Customs 
measures for importers have been simplified with the possibility of clearing goods in one day, 

and reduction of customs tax duties by 30per cent on food products and essential drugs and 
hygiene products and materials. The granting of a special fund to public enterprises whose 
activity have been interrupted by the closure of borders. In addition, measures have been 
implemented to limit the inflation.  Forecasts for economic growth have been revised down 

from 1.9 per cent in 2019 to 1.4 per cent in 2020. 
 
Eritrea confirmed its first case of COVID-19 on March 21. It pursued a two-pronged approach 
to the virus, and focused on containing its spread while continuing its national development 

plans. Measures were introduced to contain the spread of the virus, including contact tracing, 
raising awareness, screening at airports, border closures and banning interstate travel. Over 

81 quarantine centres have been set up as well, where over 6,000 people have isolated so far. 
The private sector recalibrated its capacities to produce sanitary products, while the Eritrean 

diaspora has sent in large donations to aid the country’s efforts in tackling the virus. It also 
highlighted how the Eritrean arts community had united to raise awareness of the virus 

through song, dance and theatre. Despite the economic fallout in different sectors such as 
mining and agriculture, it was stressed that Eritrea’s development plans would still be 
aggressively pursued. Finally, it was stated that the pandemic can be used as an opportunity 
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to enhance business capacity, build preparedness and promote local production of 

pharmaceuticals.    
 

Ethiopia has counted 35 deaths, 2,506 cases and 401 recoveries from COVID-19 at the time of 
the meeting. Its Prime Minister established and chairs a high level COVID-19 Preparedness 

Task Force before the pandemic had reached the country. The government has declared a 
state of emergency to enforce social distancing guidelines. It took steps to strengthen the 

healthcare system with a capacity of 8,000 tests per day, and allocated an additional USD150 
million. It was also highlighted that adequate steps have not been taken to improve contact 

tracing. It was emphasised that the pandemic has had major fiscal implications for Ethiopia. 
To raise morale and lead by example, top public officials donated a month’s worth of salaries, 

while private enterprises and NGOs increased their donations as well. The government has 
prepared an Emergency Plan that addresses various sectors of the economy, including 

agriculture, health, education, energy, among other things and the total cost of the response 
plan is approximately USD1.64 billion. The plan is also tailored to address the most vulnerable 

populations including women, children and migrants. Ethiopia is also using the Development 
Bank of Ethiopia and microfinance institutions to support small businesses, farmers and 

cooperatives. It was also emphasised that even in the best-case scenario, thousands of jobs 
would be lost. The expected growth rate is forecasted to fall 5 to 6 per cent, compared to 
estimated growth rate of 9 per cent before the pandemic.  On the issue of recovery, the 
government approved a budget of half a trillion Birr. Several steps have also been taken to 
reduce pressure on the population, including tax waivers, relaxation on non-performing loans 
and removing fees for mobile cash transfers. Finally, the representative called for 
international organisations to aid Ethiopia in order to achieve a full recovery.  

 
Guinea implemented a multi-sectoral response to limit the spread of COVID-19. A post-COVID 

recovery plan was mentioned, which can take up to 2022 to fully implement. The strategy and 
its three-year multi-sectoral programme (2020-2022) will serve as a tool for dialogue and 

resource mobilization for financing the economic recovery and building post-pandemic 
resilience. Several sectors of the economy have been severely impacted, with mining being 

the first to be affected by the pandemic, as well agriculture and infrastructure. The national 
health system is under severe strain and significant additional budgetary expenditures are 

being allocated. A National Preparedness and Response Plan for COVID-19 has been prepared 
with a budget of USD 176.7 million, which calls for an unexpected increase in public 
expenditure and the mobilization of additional external resources to cover subsequent 
financing needs. To mitigate the socio-economic effects of the pandemic, a three-level 
recovery plan has been implemented. The first level focuses on the health system and 
reinforcing its basic capabilities and GNF 562 million has been allotted. The second level 
concerns the emergency plan for the social system and focuses on supporting 1.6 million 
households in need by providing them with baskets of essential food materials, cash and 
payment of water and electricity bills. Lastly, the third level is focused on supporting the 
private sector, and steps have been taken to ease the financial burden on companies, and 
increase flexibility on loan repayment mechanisms. The representative further recommended 
that post COVID-19-recovery be included in the new LDC’s Action Plan for 2021-2030.  It is 
pivotal to reinforce national capabilities and include provision to effectively deal with future 

pandemics.  
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Lesotho stressed that its healthcare system is not adequately equipped to deal with a 

pandemic and hospitals are understaffed. The low number of confirmed cases has given time 
for the government to prepare a healthcare plan. However, the high number of infections in 

South Africa has caused many migrant workers to lose their jobs and return. The government 
implemented measures to place anyone entering the country under a 21-day lockdown. It has 

also established a National Emergency Command Centre, and created quarantine centres.  
Healthcare workers have been trained to deal with the coronavirus and awareness campaigns 

have been promoted. VAT payments have been deferred for three months. It was emphasised 
that industrial workers, who provide major contributions to the country’s GDP, were adversely 

affected and that their wages have been subsidised. The Bureau of Statistics has undertaken 
a survey to review how different communities have been affected by the pandemic. It also 

made calls to develop its own testing facilities. As of right now, testing is being conducted in 
South Africa. Calls were made to reduce dependence on agricultural imports and promote 

local production. Plans have also been made to stimulate local businesses and tax relief was 
extended to October 2020. Finally, the National Strategic Development Plan is being revised 

to include the impact of COVID-19, while an economic recovery plan is being prepared, along 
with plans to create a social insurance fund.   

 
Liberia drew from its experience with the Ebola outbreak to swiftly form two committees to 
oversee the battle against the coronavirus. The first committee is at the presidential level and 
has a role of identifying the logistical needs for tackling the pandemic. Meanwhile, the second 
committee is headed by the Minister of Health and is concerned with the technical and 
operational aspects of dealing with the pandemic. It also took quick steps to train over 5,000 
members of the population on contact tracing, raise awareness among communities and 

identify any infected people and place them in quarantine. A hotline was also established to 
provide information of potential infections. The government’s quick response has limited the 

number of cases to 383. Key public and private institutions remained open and 75 per  cent of 
public servants were placed on paid leave. USD 25 million was set aside to aid the most 

vulnerable communities. Negotiations with commercial banks were also ongoing to change 
loan repayment schedules and plans to provide loan support to businesses were also being 

formulated.   
 

Madagascar confirmed its first case of COVID-19 on March 20, after which the government 
put in place regional plans to contain the spread of the virus. Two of the country’s twenty-two 
regions have been heavily infected including the capital city and a major port. As of June 10, 
14,525 tests were conducted. The growth rate was revised to 1.2 per cent for 2020, after an 
initial forecast of 5 per cent. Steps to mitigate the socio- economic impacts include redirecting 
textile factories to produce face masks and other factories have shifted to producing sanitary 
products. On April 19, the President announced the discovery of a traditional remedy to 
COVID-19. Research and testing on the remedy have shown that it is effective. The 
government devised a multisectoral plan to battle the spread of the virus. Steps were taken 
to address the most basic needs for the most vulnerable populations. A multisectoral 
Economic Recovery Plan is being drawn up. The measures in this plan are aimed at protecting 
populations and economic activities, stemming the crisis, stabilizing the economy, and 
creating the conditions for recovery. The measures will focus on support for the most 

vulnerable sections of the population and productive investment in health, energy, transport, 
and agricultural infrastructure. Madagascar's technical and financial partners have received 

financial support of about USD 444 million from the IMF and the World Bank. It should be 
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noted that some of these funds were not initially intended to address the health crisis.  In 

addition, funding of USD 11.4 million is currently being negotiated with the European Union 
to support the health and education sectors. The same goes for the USD 64 million from the 

African Development Bank. For its part, the French Development Agency AFD has allocated 
11.4 million euros.  Annual plans and reports have had to be revised for the evolving pandemic 

situation.  
 

Malawi confirmed its first case on April 2. Since then, the number of cases, as of the time of 
this meeting stood at 455, with 4 deaths and 55 recoveries. A special cabinet level committee 

was formed in March, with the goal of providing policy guidance on COVID-19. State of 
emergency was declared on March 20 and various preventative measures were put in place 

to contain the spread of the virus, including school closures, banning gatherings of more than 
100 people, including at places of worship, rallies, weddings and funerals. International 

conferences were cancelled or postponed, and public servants have been banned from 
attending such conferences. Borders were also closed off, with only entrance of essential 

supplies allowed. The economic growth rate has been revised from 5.1 per cent to 1.9 per 
cent, as 3.6 per cent of Malawi’s output has been wiped out by the pandemic. Although 

tourism is being most affected, it is not the main driver of the economy. Despite the setbacks 
from the pandemic, the agriculture sector is estimated to grow by 1 per  cent, from 5.2 per 
cent. The need to formulate a robust fiscal response was also stressed in order to avoid public 
debt distress. Technology usage has also been promoted, especially in the education sector. 
It has also undertaken the provision of emergency cash. The health sector has been bolstered 
with addition of more healthcare workers and provision of PPEs. Steps were also taken to 
strengthen the private sector by supporting local entrepreneurs who are finding innovative 

solutions to COVID-19. Some taxes have also been eliminated for the time being. Relevant 
stakeholders are being consulted to find an effective way to transmit COVID-19 information 

to the citizens of Malawi.   
 

Mali has over 1,722 confirmed cases, with 97 deaths and most having recovered. The 
economic situation has been fragile due to the fight against terrorism. The pandemic has 

exacerbated internal displacement of population and the poor health care system. The 
economic growth rate has fallen from 5 per cent to 0.9 per cent due to the impact of COVID-

19 according to the IMF. The country has taken measures to contain the socio-economic 
fallout from the crisis, including setting up of guarantee funds for the private sector, tax 
remittance on a case-by-case basis toward private companies, especially in the tourism sector, 
and deferring tax payment dates. Measures include strictly enforced social distancing, closure 
of borders, banning international travel and large gatherings. Schools have been closed and 
public officials go to work on alternate days. It was emphasised that hospitals were overflown 
with patients, and limited capability to treat every patient gave rise to the mortality rate. The 
impact of the crisis on the human capital index, which is at its lowest level, is felt through the 
fragility of the country's development capacities. The evolving situation caused school 
closures to be extended to June 2 and the compulsory wearing of masks. The President 
ordered the creation of a special fund of USD 855 million and will forego three months of 
salaries, and pleaded other public officials to take similar steps. These donations will be pulled 
under a special fund. Finally, Mali expressed it commitment in turning its focus towards its 

development.  
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Mauritania quickly implemented a national strategy to combat the spread of the COVID-19 

after the first case was discovered. Measures include closure of borders to all commercial 
flights, the sanitary confinement of all travellers who arrived before the closure of the borders, 

a ban on travel between regions and  international travel, halting of classes at all levels of 
national education,  closure of all markets and public places and banning large gatherings. The 

situation has deteriorated over the last few weeks, with the registration of 1283 cases to date, 
including 1532 in quarantine, 25 in intensive heath care, 71 deaths and 142 recoveries. A 

special Fund for social solidarity and the fight against the coronavirus has been established, 
rallying support from Mauritanian citizens and its business community. The Fund aims to 

mitigate the effects of the pandemic on vulnerable groups through acquisition of medicines 
and health equipment needed to combat COVID-19. It also supports thousands of families in 

need by providing them with essential food, cash and payment of water and electricity bills.  
USD 644 million has been allotted to fight the virus, with 55 per cent having already been 

spent. The growth rate has fallen to negative 2 per cent, leading to a five per cent budgetary 
deficit. An economic plan outlining help for major sectors will soon be released. The country 

called for debt relief for all LDCs.   
 

Senegal issued an economic and social resilience programme to mobilize national and 
international support for bolstering the pandemic response and a solidarity fund. Senegal, in 
partnership with a British laboratory, developed a COVID-19 testing kit which produces quick 
result with a cost of less than USD 2.  The country also provided support to enhance the 
capacity of African health experts. Their economic impact analysis has shown that the tourism 
sector is the most impacted. Other impacted sectors are commerce, education, transport, 
health. In general, imports and exports and funds transfers have declined.  Remittances from 

migrants have declined by almost 50 per cent. Other sectors such as agriculture, livestock 
farming, fishing and aquaculture and construction industry have also been negatively 

impacted. In Senegal, all aspects related to the Istanbul Programme of Action are impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis. Growth projections have been downsized from 6.8 per cent to 2.8 per 

cent in 2020. Senegal has implemented its economic and social resilience programme around 
four pillars : (i) reinforcing the health system; (ii) reinforcing social resilience of the population 

including setting up funds dedicated to the diaspora; (iii) macroeconomic and financial 
stability to support the private sector and maintain jobs; (iv) regular supply of essential goods, 

medical products, pharmaceuticals and basic necessities.  The resilience program was 
estimated at USD 1.8 billion. These measures also targeted the private sector and a business 
recovery programme was initiated. Meanwhile a mechanism to handle the fiscal debt was also 
set up. Priority was given to strengthen local production, build economic resilience, reduce 
fragilities and vulnerabilities and, above all, protect lives.  Further impact assessment was 
conducted through telephone households’ surveys. The country highlighted the importance 
of reinforcing and capitalising on the R&D and innovation capacity in Africa. The R&D sector 
from the universities and research centers have been prompt to find multiple solutions to 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19. The representative suggested that full discussion on how to 
leverage local research resources in the fight against COVID-19 be organized in the future.   
 
Sierra Leone had implemented preventive measures before the first case was confirmed. 
These measures included extensive public health awareness campaigns, screening at airports 

and quarantine measures, surveillance at border crossings and reactivating and strengthening 
the emergency operation center which was established for Ebola. Furthermore, closures of 

several public institutions and places were implemented and large gathering were restricted. 
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A health response plan with a focus on prevention as well as a swift economic response plan 

was developed. The economic response plan has three components (i) maintaining and 
building adequate stocks of essential commodities at stable price (ii) support to the hardest 

hit businesses and (iii) providing safety nets to the most vulnerable through cash transfers and 
food assistance. The plan also aims to ensure availability of enough locally produced foods. A 

platform for private sector participation was set up. Striking a balance between saving 
livelihoods and protecting lives is a challenge for many LDCs as national lockdowns are 

severely affecting livelihoods. Testing capacities need to be increased. Taking all highlighted 
challenges into account, coordination with the work of NGOs and international partners, in 

particular the UNCT, has been critical for a robust response to the crisis. It was suggested that 
LDCs need support in terms of meeting the response to the pandemic, recovery efforts and 

extending debt relief measures to keep economies afloat and to strengthen health and social 
protection systems.  

 
Togo has undertaken health care, economic and social measures like many African countries. 

Curfews and restrictions of large gatherings are in place and a national response to coordinate 
efforts was created. Various social measures have been implemented targeting the most 

vulnerable groups of the population including the USD 19 million Novissi programme, which 
is a cash transfer programme aimed at supporting any eligible Togolese citizen who has lost 
income due to the adoption of the coronavirus response measures. A national solidarity fund 
of USD700 millions was created. Companies receive support on a case-by-case basis. The 
ministers waived two months of wages, equivalent of around USD 300 000, as a contribution 
to fight against the COVID-19. Corporate and individual donations to the fund to date are 
estimated at USD 4.3 million. Tax exemptions and support for agricultural inputs are examples 

of measures undertaken by Togo to help companies cope with the negative impacts of the 
crisis. VAT has been declined from 18 per cent to 10 per cent. COVID-19 has posed challenges 

in implementation of the national development plan 2018-2022, and there is need to 
reconsider a new plan of action by supporting the private sector. It was noted that the country 

needs to support the private sector to cope with the crisis and its wider development efforts. 
GDP growth has been revised downwards from 5.5 per cent to 1.3 per cent. Togo is facing 

falling government revenues also due to declining tax revenues especially more than 40 per 
cent decline of the tax revenues from the port. Therefore, the government has to potentially 

take on new debt for the economic revitalization. It was mentioned that the implementation 
of the IPoA and SDGs will be impacted by the economic crisis. The country expressed optimism 
to get through this crisis with international solidarity. 
 
Zambia has set-up a multisectoral response team led by the Ministry of Health, recognizing 
the negative impact of COVID-19 not only on health but also on socio-economic aspects. A 
number of framework documents were developed such as contingency and response plan on 
COVID-19, emergency appeal and national guidelines on screening trucks bringing 
commodities to Zambia. Furthermore, the multisectoral response aims to ensure the 
provision of essential goods and services, which is crucial considering Zambia’s import-
dependence, and to preserve socio-economic stability. To cope with the pandemic, Zambia 
has reactivated the national public emergency response cooperation center to coordinate the 
preparedness and surveillance at the technical level. A contingent of 3,500 health workers 

were recruited, and testing capacities have been established and training of medical personal 
has been enhanced. In addition, an emergency fund was established by the government. 

Facing challenges such as limited fiscal space, rising debt and climate change, Zambia 
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highlighted some good practices including enhanced partnership with the private sector to 

cope with economic and social challenges of the pandemic. It is exemplified by working with 
the private sector to ensure learning of students during school closures. Mass media 

communications have been used to televise lessons and telecommunications companies offer 
free internet bundles to help school children access E-learning platforms. Ensuring food 

security and social protection of the most vulnerable people as well as specific support 
targeting businesses to ensure sufficient cash flows, e.g. through tax exemptions and liquidity 

injections of the central bank, are also key elements to cope with the socio-economic impacts 
of the pandemic.  

 

Session II: Interventions by the UN system 
 

Presentations 
UNDP African Bureau was represented by Mr. Raymond Gilpin, Africa Chief Economist.  He 
focused on UNDP’s work and its approach towards the challenges of the pandemic. He 
stressed the uniqueness of the COVID-19 crisis in Africa. The African continent has 

experienced the negative economic impacts of the crisis, due to weakened global demand and 
disruptions in supply chains, even before the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, many issues 
which are normally addressed after a crisis had to frontload. Being timely and understanding 

how to best sequence interventions and partners strategically has been key to coping with the 
pandemic in Africa. He explained UNDP’s response along preventing, responding, recovering 
and rebuilding. Firstly, assisting local health support systems. Secondly, helping countries 
conceptualize and build integrated crisis management and response systems stressing the 
multifaceted nature of the crisis from health impacts to issues related to governance, peace 
and security. Thirdly, assessing socio-economic impacts and needs and designing recovery 
responses. Moving forward, UNDP aims to work with countries to develop strategies that are 
Africa focused and that reflect African realities. Over 20 countries have already developed 

initial socio-economic assessment documents and UNDP is working with some countries to 
develop socio-economic tracking systems. In this context, he highlighted the high proportion 
of the African labor force which is working in the informal sector for whom traditional income 
support schemes are not adequate. He stressed that UNDP aims to address this crisis by 
strategic engagement that positions Africa to not just build back stronger but to ensure that 

countries get back on track attaining the SDGs in this decade of action.  
 

Mr. David McLachlan-Karr, UN Resident Coordinator in DR Congo stressed that DR Congo is 
facing multiple challenges and has to fight COVID-19 while still coping with other endemics 

such as Ebola and measles. Although there are capacity disadvantages and resource 
constraints, DR Congo can draw upon their lessons learnt from managing the endemics. He 

stressed that preventive measures such as a state of emergency declaration, quarantine and 
social distancing measures have been crucial in containing the outbreak. However, only a 
phased lockdown has been possible in order to allow people to continue their livelihoods, 
while exercising social distancing. On the work of the UN system to fight COVID-19 in DR 
Congo, an analysis has been conducted on the socio-economic impact of the crisis led by 
UNDP. Furthermore, the UN system has helped to set up and strengthen DR Congo’s 
coordination mechanism comprised of two tracks – one presidential task force focusing on 
health impacts and one track focusing on a socio-economic response plan. The latter plan 
consists of  four areas: (i) COVID-19 surveillance and strengthening of the health system  (led 
by WHO) which facing shortage of testing kits and PPEs;(ii) support for macroeconomic 
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stability and economic recovery (led by UNDP) which involves major actions especially 

targeting the agriculture, livestock and fisheries sector; (iii) protection and support for 
populations (led by UN Women) targeting the most vulnerable communities to ensure that 

they are not left behind and to strengthen their resilience;(iv) strengthening good governance 
along with UNDP, World Bank and IMF which are looking at issues of budget support. Lastly, 

the RC office of DR Congo is providing leadership in the implementation and monitoring of the 
two response plans in close collaboration with members of the UNCT and with the 

humanitarian segment of the country team. The RC office participates in the presidential 
taskforce and is implementing the guiding principle of One UN to work most efficiently. It was 

stressed that mobilization of resources is the biggest challenge, even though the RC is revising 
and redirecting UN internal resources. Additional challenges include shortage of supplies and 

testing resources which have to be scaled up.  
 

Ms. Maria Jose Torres Macho, UN Resident Coordinator in Malawi elaborated on the 
challenges Malawi is facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, including substantive downward 

adjustment of 4 percentage points of GDP growth, fragile health system with low testing 
capacity, few ventilators and limited access to medical supplies.  The invitation to the private 

sector and universities to come up with innovations has been extremely helpful. The United 
Nations System has been working closely with the government in building the national 
preparedness and response plan along four pillars – emergency preparedness and capacity 
building, prevention, control response and recovery. The first track the UN has been working 
on is to launch an emergency appeal together with the government. The second track focuses 
on socio-economic impact assessments. This UN initiative has drawn participation of the 
World Bank, the IMF and the African Development Bank, and the first draft has been shared 

with the government. She stressed that Malawi’s development plan presents an opportunity 
to rethink and refocus on critical areas including health and debt relief. The creation of 

necessary fiscal space is needed to stay on track with the SDGs. The African Regional Review 
Meeting in Malawi in preparation of the LDC5 Conference, which was postponed due to 

COVID-19, would provide a good opportunity to engage the region in common areas of 
accelerating the SDGs. To attain the SDGs, three elements are essential: (i) investment at the 

district level, (ii) communication about COVID-19 through community engagement and (iii) 
the integration of this agenda in the national development plan. Additionally, she stressed 

that the United Nations system is working closely with all electoral stakeholders in the run up 
to the presidential election scheduled for 23 June 2020.  

 
Session III: Update on programme of work and preparations for UNLDC5 
 
Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director of UN-OHRLLS focused her presentation on preparations 

for UNLDC5.  Details on advocacy, resource mobilization and intergovernmental consultations 
of UNLDC5 as well as related analytical work will be shared afterwards due to time constraint.  
The aim of UNLDC5 is to frame a new programme of action for LDCs for the next decade. It 

will be one of the major UN conferences to be held at the highest possible level, which will be 
accompanied by regional review meetings in Africa and the Asia-Pacific as well as other 

preparatory meetings. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Office is looking at a new timetable 
for the Conference as well as the preparatory processes in close collaboration with the host 

country Qatar, LDC chair Malawi and different UN departments. Currently, the General 
Assembly is considering a resolution providing new dates for the Conference as well as 

meetings of the Preparatory Committee. The Conference is likely to take place in January 
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2022. The Conference will have five different tracks: parliamentarian, the private sector, civil 

society, youth and South-South cooperation. An online youth campaign will be launched as 
part of the youth track. An academic conference in preparation of LDC5 will be hosted in 

Helsinki, Finland in May 2021. During the LDC5 Conference, there will also be a high-level 
event of the UN system chaired by the Secretary-General. Currently, OHRLLS is working on a 

paper which summarizes best practices of UN support for LDCs during the IPoA period.  
Ms. Schroderus-Fox stressed that COVID-19 has not put the Office’s work on pause. The Office 

values the contribution of the National Focal Points and welcomes any questions, feedback or 
inputs on how to best support the LDCs.  

 
Closing  
 
USG ‘Utoikamanu thanked all participants for the dialogue and stressed that COVID-19 has 
put the economic and social progress of African LDCs on hold. Swift and effective actions are 
required to safeguard development gains. African LDCs and their development partners can 
seize this momentum to build resilience and accelerate the path to an inclusive, sustainable 
development. To ensure a sustainable recovery, recovery plans must be aligned with the 
Istanbul Programme of Action, the SDGs and the Paris Agreement and must aim for long-term 
solutions beyond immediate health crisis management. Public health systems need to be 

enhanced. Governance must be strengthened. National social protections systems need to be 
established and high impact investments need to be accelerated in areas like high-speed 
internet, education, sustainable infrastructure and renewable energy. Additionally, climate 
ambitions, such as investments in the green economy, must be improved as climate change is 
not on hold. Digital technologies will help leapfrog transformations. Renewed and 

strengthened global partnerships and regional transformation must be integral to the robust 
recovery for African LDCs. More than ever before, African LDCs are in need of global solidarity, 

cooperation and support in order to leave no one behind. USG ‘Utoikamanu ensured OHRLLS’ 
full support to LDCs in overcoming the COVID-19 crisis and on their path to an inclusive and 

sustainable development.  
 

 


