
   

 

 

 

United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

(UN-OHRLLS) 

 

 

 

 

 

   Report of the Ninth Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-
up and Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 

 

 

 

 

Conference Room 11, United Nations Headquarters  
12 November 2019 

  



 2 

Introduction 
 
The Ninth Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and 
Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 
was held in New York on 12 November 2018. The meeting was organized by the United Nations 
Office of the High-Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The IACG meeting provided a 
platform for the participating organisations to update each other on the implementation of VPoA, 
as well as consult on the organisational and substantive preparations for the midterm review of 
the VPoA.  
 
The meeting was chaired and opened by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under Secretary-
General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States. The meeting was attended by participants from 14 
different institutions as shown in the list of participants in Annex I. The meeting followed the 
agenda presented in Annex II. 
 

Opening Session 
 
Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for 
the LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, began her opening remarks by acknowledging Paraguay’s presence as 
Chair of the LLDC group, and recognising its successful leadership during the preparations of the 
high-level comprehensive midterm review of the VPoA. She noted that this IACG meeting was 
the last before the midterm review of the VPoA, hence the agenda focused on the finalisation of 
preparations for the midterm review and upcoming activities of importance to LLDCs in the first 
half of 2020. She expressed gratitude to participating organisations for their continued 
contributions towards the implementation of the VPoA and preparations for its midterm review. 
 
She then explained that UN-OHRLLS has been coordinating the preparatory process for the 
review in the past year and a half. She reported that 21 LLDCs had submitted their national review 
reports, providing important country-specific inputs for regional and global discussions. She 
added that three regional review meetings had been held and had adopted forward-looking 
outcomes. She went on to say that over 20 pre-conference events had been organised, including 
most recently an Ambassadorial Retreat in New York, a side-event on sustainable energy at the 
2019 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), an LLDC side-event during the Aid for Trade review, 
Expert Group Meetings on Science, Technology and Innovation as well as on transit cooperation 
and trade facilitation in Geneva, and a meeting on corridor development and management in 
Mongolia. 
 
She remarked that the outcomes of these pre-conference events and regional meetings, in 
addition to inputs from the IACG group, provided concrete elements for the Political Declaration 
to be adopted at the midterm review. She informed that UN-OHRLLS is working with the Office 
of the President of the General Assembly and other departments to finalise the programme for 
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the midterm review, and also with other UN system organisations to plan side events during the 
midterm review. She also noted that the United Nations’ liquidity crisis and consequent measures 
taken to limit expenditures had affected the organisation of side events, and asked for the 
group’s flexibility in adjusting to these new conditions. 
 
She revealed mixed results in the implementation of the VPoA. She reported on significant 
developments in support of transit, as well as encouraging ratification of the WTO Trade 
Facilitation Agreement, but slow ratification of international transport-related conventions. She 
noted progress in completing missing links in transport networks and improving the quality of 
infrastructure, despite remaining challenges. She reported on progress in electricity access, 
Internet and mobile subscriptions, but persistently excessive costs for broadband access. She also 
mentioned the LLDCs’ continued reliance on primary commodities and remaining capacity 
challenges to implement the Trade Facilitation Agreement. She further noted LLDCs’ increasing 
participation in regional cooperation, but at the same time limited progress on structural 
economic transformation. She finally highlighted the importance of partnerships and 
development assistance, including official development assistance (ODA) and foreign direct 
investment (FDI). 
 
She stated that the midterm review presents the international community with an opportunity 
to adjust to ensure the ambitions of the VPoA are achieved in time, hoping that the outcome of 
the midterm review will promote accelerated implementation of the VPoA in the coming years. 
She emphasised the need to continuing advocating for the needs of LLDCs, adding that UN-
OHRLLS will continue to mobilise support for the midterm review and for the implementation of 
VPoA. She concluded by underlining the need to ensure LLDCs’ concerns are reflected in 
upcoming conferences and meetings, such as the COP25, WTO Ministerial Conference in 
Kazakhstan, Second UN Global Sustainable Transport Conference, 15th UNCTAD Quadrennial 
Conference, World Investment Forum, HLPF and Financing for Development Forum. 
 
H.E. Mr. Julio César Arriola Ramírez, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the United 
Nations and Chair of the LLDC Group, began his remarks by noting that the midterm review offers 
a unique opportunity to identify necessary actions to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA. 
He noted that LLDCs had been making efforts to achieve the objectives of the VPoA as well as the 
2030 Agenda, with a view to attain inclusive and sustainable economic growth. He stated that 
more needs to be done, calling on the United Nations system to fully support the follow-up 
process of the midterm review. He also called for coordinated support for all vulnerable 
countries, highlighting synergies and common challenges between LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 
 
He further reported on productive and fruitful cooperation with UN-OHRLLS and other members 
of the United Nations system. He expressed that LLDCs rely on the UN system and other 
international organizations to continue advocating for LLDCs’ special needs, producing research, 
analytical and policy advice, as well as providing technical and financial support for the 
implementation of the VPoA. He argued that the midterm review represents a first step towards 
assessing progress and shaping the rest of the VPoA implementation period. He concluded by 
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thanking the organizations for their support to Paraguay, as Chair of the LLDC group, and 
expressed hope that the same support is provided to the incoming Chair, Kazakhstan. 
 

Consultations on the preparations for the midterm review of the implementation 
of the VPoA 
 
Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Management Officer, UN-OHRLLS, reported on 
the Latin America regional review meeting held in June, which adopted a summary that fed into 
the outcome document of the midterm review. She then presented the following highlights from 
the meeting: (i) tangible progress was noted on priority areas for the region, namely on trade, 
transport, energy and ICT; (ii) a call was made for more technical and financial support towards 
infrastructure development, trade facilitation, structural transformation and value chain 
integration; and (iii) a need was recognised to diversify investment flows, overcome institutional 
bottlenecks and mitigate climate change effects. 
 
She then reported on the negotiations for the Political Declaration which concluded in July and 
preparation of the Secretary-General’s report, which provided the background for the 
intergovernmental process.  
 
She also explained that fewer side-events (eight instead of twelve) are planned during the 
midterm review, due to cost saving measures and restricted room availability. She noted that 
requested changes are being incorporated into the list of side events. She thanked agencies for 
their flexibility in collaborating on and merging side events, adding that concept notes and draft 
programmes were being uploaded as received. 
 
She finally reported on the project “Strengthening the capacity of LLDCs under the Belt and Road 
Initiative to design and implement policies that promote transport connectivity for the 
achievement of the SDGs,” implemented jointly by UN-OHRLLS, regional commissions and DESA, 
and funded by the Government of China under the 2030 Agenda Sub-Fund of the UN Peace and 
Development Fund. She explained that the project covers physical connectivity as well as soft 
infrastructure (e.g., digital connectivity, customs, transit and trade facilitation). She further noted 
that the project had supported the organisation of the regional review meetings, and that it 
would now look into training for policymakers and practitioners from LLDCs to be held in March 
or April 2020. She added that the training will leverage successful experiences and best practices 
of China to promote South-South cooperation on experience sharing and technology transfer, 
and hopefully lead to further work with two selected LLDCs. 
 
Mr. Bruno Rios, Senior Adviser, Office of the President of the General Assembly (OPGA), 
announced that the midterm review will take place on 5 and 6 December. He informed that the 
opening session on the first day will include statements by the President of the General Assembly 
and Secretary-General. He explained that the meeting would then proceed with a plenary 
segment in the General Assembly Hall, where Member States will be invited to deliver their 
statements, and which will be conducted under the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 
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He also announced that the adoption of the Political Declaration will take place during the 
opening segment on the first day to ensure wide participation. 
 
He looked forward to Member States, Observer States and other Observing Entities at the 
General Assembly delivering their statements. He informed that the draft programme and 
concept note had been circulated through a letter from the President of the General Assembly 
(also available online). He also reported that the OPGA was seeking a non-objection clearance for 
non-accredited ECOSOC NGOs having expressed interest, and that the process would finish on 22 
November for accredited ECOSOC NGOs. He informed that, on the first day, other stakeholders 
would be seated in the gallery of the General Assembly Hall. 
 
He then informed that the second day of the meeting would follow a more interactive 
programme, starting with a high-level panel on challenges and opportunities of the VPoA and 
interlinkages with the 2030 Agenda, followed at 11 AM by an interactive panel on promoting 
trade, trade facilitation and structural economic transformation in LLDCs, and a second 
interactive panel from 3 to 5 PM on regional integration and infrastructure connectivity. He noted 
that the meeting would be closed at 5 PM by concluding remarks of the Under-Secretary-General 
of UN-OHRLLS and the President of the General Assembly. 
 
He further informed that the OPGA expected to circulate a detailed programme, with confirmed 
participants and panelists. He added that seats would be reserved on the second day in the 
Trusteeship Council room for Member States, United Nations entities and other observers, and 
the remainder for other stakeholders. He finally encouraged the organizations to participate in 
the meeting and invited the group to contact the OPGA for additional questions. 
 
Participants had a number of questions, to which Mr. Bruno Rios, Senior Adviser, OPGA, 
answered that, under the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, UN Secretariat entities 
would not be able to deliver a statement from the podium on the first day, but would certainly 
be welcome to speak on the second day. He noted that there would be a webcast for the first 
day of the meeting, and that the OPGA expected, in the next few days, a confirmation for the 
second day also. He explained that United Nations entities did not need to register for the 
meeting, although representatives needed accreditation to enter the building. 
 
Mr. Roel Janssens, representative of UNECE, began by reporting on the development of a set of 
Sustainable Inland Transport Connectivity Indicators, expected to help policymakers assess their 
country’s degree of external economic connectivity, and support monitoring of implementation 
of the VPoA and 2030 Agenda. He noted that an initial set of indicators has been developed and 
consultations took place with Government agencies and other stakeholders in five pilot 
countries: Georgia, Kazakhstan, Serbia, Jordan and Paraguay. He shared that the project was in 
its second phase, and that next steps would include: national policy dialogue meetings, tailor-
made national capacity building programmes, and a concluding interregional forum to share 
lessons learnt and experiences from the pilot countries. He then explained that draft indicators 
had been structured around the economic, social and environmental pillars of sustainability, and 
applied across road, rail, inland waterways and inter-modal transport sectors. 

https://www.un.org/pga/74/2019/11/07/midterm-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-vienna-programme-of-action-vpoa-for-landlocked-developing-countries-lldcs-for-the-decade-2014-2024/
https://www.un.org/pga/74/2019/11/07/midterm-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-vienna-programme-of-action-vpoa-for-landlocked-developing-countries-lldcs-for-the-decade-2014-2024/
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He then reported on a workshop on quantifying transport costs for LLDCs, held on 2 September 
with UN-OHRLLS, which discussed specific challenges and disadvantages of LLDCs. He noted that 
participants in the workshop had recognised the lack of a harmonised approach and 
methodology to measure actual transport costs of LLDCs, and recommended UNECE to conduct 
a review of existing approaches and methodologies for measuring the economic value of 
international transport corridors. He informed that proceedings, presentations and other 
materials had been uploaded online. He finally reported on a side event to be held on the 
occasion of the Midterm Review Meeting in collaboration with UN-OHRLLS, WCO and IRU, aimed 
at shedding light on the many opportunities offered to LLDCs by the digitalisation of the TIR 
system as well as the transit facilitation tools and initiatives developed by WCO and other 
organizations. 
 
 
Mr. Francis Ikome, representative of UNECA, began by noting that the midterm review process 
is particularly important for UNECA, as most LLDCs are located in Africa. He reported that the 
regional review meeting, held in March, had produced a resolution endorsed by African Ministers 
of Finance, which urged UNECA to continue providing technical support to LLDCs and transit 
countries, especially in infrastructure development. He also noted that all African LLDCs have 
signed on the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), as they are conscious of its potential 
to accelerate and facilitate the implementation of the VPoA. He reported that UNECA has been 
working with partners, such as the African Union and the African Development Bank, to prepare 
African LLDCs to implement the AfCFTA and leverage the opportunities and thus reduce some of 
the constraints they face as LLDCs. He mentioned that ECA has conducted five national and 
regional forums to encourage ratification of the Agreement and prepare for its implementation. 
He also reported collaborating with UN-OHRLLS for a side-event on financing the SDGs in African 
LLDCs and LDCs through strengthened trade ties within the AfCFTA framework during the mid-
term review. 
 
Ms. Vyara Filipova, representative of the WCO, informed that the WCO Secretariat is compiling 
a compendium of best practices in customs transit, as collected through a series of regional 
workshops from November 2017 to April 2019. She noted that a first draft containing 29 best 
practices (including 9 from LLDCs) had been presented to the WCO Permanent Technical 
Committee in October 2019. She then announced that a final draft would be presented for 
endorsement in April 2020. She finally reported that the WCO has contributed to some pre-
conference events in the lead up to the mid-term review and is preparing a side-event with 
UNECE, IRU and UN-OHRLLS. 
 
Mr. Joshua Setipa, representative of the United Nations Technology Bank for LDCs, highlighted 
that the Technology Bank will start building technology innovation labs in Bhutan and Lesotho, 
which shall play a critical role in supporting entrepreneurship and creating the right ecosystem 
for domestic innovation. He reported that the Technology Bank is also undertaking technology 
needs assessments in other LLDCs to identify gaps in the policy framework as well as areas where 
technology can contribute to achieve the SDGs. He also informed that the Technology Bank will 

http://www.unece.org/ar/trans/main/wp5/quantifying_transport_costs_for_landlocked-developing_countries.html
http://www.unece.org/ar/trans/main/wp5/quantifying_transport_costs_for_landlocked-developing_countries.html
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partner with the WTO, ITU, UN-OHRLLS and UNCTAD to organise a side-event on promoting ICT 
and e-commerce for development in LLDCs. 
 
Mr. Rainer Lanz, representative of the WTO, first provided an update on the implementation of 
the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, which has been ratified by all but one LLDC members to 
the WTO (only Burundi is yet to ratify) and 28 transit developing countries (only the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Tanzania are yet to ratify). He also reported considerable progress in 
the notification of implementation commitments by LLDCs, who will require longer transition 
periods and more technical assistance, as well as by transit countries and donor countries. 
Notably, all LLDCs have made category A notification and most have made category B and C 
notifications. He also highlighted that 12 LLDCs have submitted transparency notifications under 
at least one of the 4 relevant articles.  
 
He then briefed on recent Trade Facilitation Committee meetings, held in June and October. He 
recognised UN-OHRLLS for participating in the October meeting and co-organising an Expert 
Group Meeting on Transit. He also informed that the October meeting focused on reviewing 
notifications and sharing experiences, and highlighted that LLDCs particularly focused on trade 
facilitation committees, the importance of including the private sector in these committees, and 
single windows. He also noted active participation of members during a dedicated session on 
technical assistance and capacity building. He further reported that the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement Facility had recently focused on helping developing country members meet the 
notification deadline and added that 93% of developing members with category C commitments 
have notified definite dates for implementation.  
 
He then reported on the Aid for Trade global review, held in July, and attended by more than 
1,500 people, under the theme “Supporting Economic Diversification and Empowerment.” He 
noted that the topic of trade facilitation had been discussed at several sessions, and particularly 
recognised the session organised by UN-OHRLLS and the Government of Paraguay on driving 
competitiveness and economic inclusion in LLDCs through trade facilitation. 
 
Ms. Ola Zahran, representative of WIPO, informed that WIPO had presented the state of 
innovation in LLDCs at the Expert Group Meeting on Science, Technology and Innovation for 
Structural Economic Transformation of LLDCs in April. She also informed that WIPO had 
successfully organised, in September, the Inter-regional Meeting on the Partnerships for 
Innovation and Technological Capacity Building for LLDCs and Landlocked LDCs, which discussed 
areas of needs and potential collaboration for supporting structural transformation and 
development in LLDCs through the use of intellectual property (IP) systems and innovation. She 
then reported on highlights from this meeting, including key challenges and potential areas of 
collaboration and needs for technical assistance and support. Some of the key challenges 
highlighted include: low technological intensity; low R&D investments; inadequate skills and 
human resource capacity; lack of coordination between universities and industry. Key potential 
areas of collaboration and needs include: capacity building on transfer of technologies; closer 
collaboration between IP offices and SMEs; capacity building on IP issues in higher education, 
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government institutions, judges; enhancing the enforcement of IP rights; raising awareness on 
the role of IP development.  
 
Mr. Huw Beynon, representative of UNDRR, reported that the first readout of the Sendai 
Framework Monitor had happened earlier in the year, and that the second readout was 
scheduled for the end of November. He then informed that UNDRR had launched the Coherence 
Initiative to support national and local governments in strengthening policy and regulation 
coherence between the Sendai Framework, 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement, which identified 
40-50 countries as priority countries, some of which are LLDCs. He also noted the importance of 
national policy coherence of DRR strategies with the VPoA and acknowledged that the outcome 
of the midterm review includes disaster risk reduction and climate change mentions. 
 
He also noted that UNDRR and the Government of India co-launched the Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure in September, which serves as a platform where knowledge can be 
generated and shared between governments, the private sector and academia around disaster 
and climate resilient infrastructure. He noted that three LLDCs (Mongolia, Bhutan and Rwanda) 
have already joined the coalition. 
 
He underlined that the core of UNDRR’s work is on capacity building for governments on 
developing national disaster risk reduction strategies as well as collecting data to monitor the 
Sendai Framework and conducting risk assessments. He finally reiterated the importance of 
engaging Ministries of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure in the trainings provided by UNDRR. 
 
Ms. Kadiatou Sall-Beye, representative of ITU, reported the following activities: (i) a workshop 
on ICT statistics and measurement in Africa, from which all African LLDCs benefited; (ii) support 
of Paraguay’s National Telecommunications Plan 2016-2020; (iii) training on satellite 
communications provided for 7 LLDCs. She also noted that latest data released by ITU showed 
that LLDCs made progress but still lagged behind the rest of the world in terms of Internet use, 
mobile subscription, and mobile cellular access. She also reported that ITU produced reports on 
connectivity challenges and opportunities of ICT in two LLDCs (Bolivia and Paraguay), as well as a 
report on the economic impact of broadband in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. She also reported on a 
side-event on strengthening ICT connectivity and digital inclusion in LLDCs, organised with UN-
OHRLLS in April 2019. 
 
She then discussed upcoming activities, including: (i) a side-event during the mid-term review on 
promoting ICTs and e-commerce for development in LLDCs, for which the concept note has been 
shared; (ii) a progress report on ICT developments in LLDCs to be circulated at the mid-term 
review. 
 
Ms. Doris Ngirwa-Mpesha, representative of the FAO, signalled the FAO’s high-level 
commitment to engage and support LLDCs through its new hand-in-hand initiative which the FAO 
Director-General has recently launched to increase impact in countries that mostly need help in 
achieving SDGs 1 and 2. Hand in hand initiative is a matchmaking facility for donors and recipient 
countries to prioritise interventions within the FAO in vulnerable countries (LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS)  
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and LLDCs are among the priority countries for this initiative. She noted that FAO is also 
establishing an Office for SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs to strengthen the coherence of FAO’s work in 
supporting these countries and that FAO works with all LLDCs to help them achieve the 
sustainable development goals. FAO’s priority areas focus on investing in policies and best 
practices that can ensure food and nutrition security at household and community levels, while 
promoting the sustainable use of natural resources. FAO remains committed to providing the 
needed support for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for the Decade 2014-
2024, and the 2030 Agenda. She concluded by saying that the FAO will provide further 
information on upcoming activities. 
 
 
Mr. Raymond Landveld, representative of UNCTAD, reported that UNCTAD has supported 
several pre-conference events and substantive preparations, including through: (i) organizing 
sub-regional workshops in 2018 in Kazakhstan (with UNESCAP and UNECE) and in Botswana, 
which reviewed progress achieved and identified regional priorities for the MTR, particularly on 
challenges in building productive capacity and fostering structural transformation; (ii) 
organization of Ambassadorial Retreats in Geneva and New York; and (iii) providing briefings to 
the LLDCs Group on UNCTAD’s contribution to the preparations for the mid-term review. He also 
informed that UNCTAD will continue working to develop a measurable productive capacity index, 
which is proving to be helpful with regards to productive capacity building and structural 
transformation. 
 
Through written inputs, the ITC reported that it has intensified its work in the areas of regional 
integration and South-South trade, the empowerment of poor communities for trade, e-
commerce and value addition. Highlights include COMESA regional project for intra-African trade 
and the COMESA Cross Border Trade Initiative project as part of ITC’s effort to enhance regional 
integration in Africa. Country examples in support of the VPoA include: (i) the Ethical Fashion 
Initiative in Burkina Faso and Mali, which involves micro-entrepreneurs in the developing world 
in international and regional trade; (ii) the EcoEmploi project in Rwanda, which aims to open e-
commerce opportunities to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises; (iii) a project to enable 
market access for Tajik agriculture products; and (iv) a project aimed at developing the handicraft 
sector in Uganda. ITC will partner with UN-OHRLLS and other partners for a side-event on the 
role of the private sector in implementing the VPoA during the mid-term review. 
 
 

Consultations on upcoming activities of importance to LLDCs in the first half of 
2020 
 
Ms. Dagmar Hertova, Programme Management Officer, UN-OHRLLS, informed that UN-OHRLLS 
is preparing for a training session for officials from Ministries of Transport of LLDCs, scheduled 
for March or April 2020, on how to promote transport connectivity and resilient transport 
infrastructure development. She added that UN-OHRLLS are hoping to bring together LLDC 
Ministers of Transport in the lead up to the Second United Nations Transport Conference which 
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will be held in May 2020. She also mentioned the WTO Ministerial Conference in June, which will 
take place for the first time in an LLDC (Kazakhstan), and during which UN-OHRLLS is also planning 
to organize a Ministerial Meeting of LLDCs on trade. 
 
Ms. Vyara Filipova, representative of the WCO, informed that the WCO will organise two 
workshops on transit in the first half of 2020, namely: a sub-regional workshop for ASEAN 
members and a regional workshop for the WCO West and Central African region. 
 
Mr. Rainer Lanz, representative of the WTO, noted that the next Trade Facilitation Committee 
meeting is scheduled for 11 to 12 February 2020. He expressed hope that the midterm review 
provides an impetus for LLDCs and a positive outcome for the next WTO Ministerial Conference, 
which will provide a unique opportunity for LLDCs, as it is scheduled to take place in Kazakhstan, 
which is the incoming Chair of the LLDC group. 
 
Mr. Joshua Setipa, representative of the United Nations Technology Bank for LDCs, highlighted 
a regional event in the Asia-Pacific region, as part of its programme of support for the 
establishment of academies of science, which will benefit two LLDCs (Bhutan and Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic). 
 
Ms. Kadiatou Sall-Beye, representative of ITU, stated that ITU will continue to provide assistance 
to LLDCs, as well as implement its activities on the ground on appropriate standards, policies and 
regulatory framework for adoption on ICTs, broadband policies and towards decreasing high 
transport and transaction costs. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu thanked all participants for their updates on the 
finalisation of preparations for the midterm review of the VPoA, for their contributions to the 
process and activities in support of LLDCs. She invited participants to contact UN-OHRLLS for any 
questions regarding the midterm review and expressed hope to work with the UN system on the 
preparation of side events. 
 
She noted that this IACG meeting had also provided an opportunity to discuss priorities for the 
LLDC group as well as upcoming meetings and activities of importance to the LLDC group. She 
assured that UN-OHRLLS will move forward with the final preparations for the midterm review, 
in coordination with the Office of the President of the General Assembly. She finally encouraged 
all agencies to actively engage in the midterm review and looked forward to continued 
cooperation with the IACG.  
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Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Ms. Doris Ngirwa-Mpesha, FAO Liaison Office with the United Nations in New York, Email: 
doris.ngirwampesha@fao.org, doris.ngirwampesha@un.org 
 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
Ms. Kadiatou Sall-Beye, Liaison Officer, ITU Office in New York, Email: kadiatou.sall-
beye@itu.int 
 
Office of the President of the General Assembly (OPGA) 
Mr. Bruno Rios, Senior Adviser, Email: bruno.riossanchez@un.org  
 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
Mr. Raymond Landveld, Economic Affairs Officer, New York Office, Email: landveld@un.org, 
raymond.landveld@unctad.org 
 
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 
Mr. Huw Beynon, Email: beynon@un.org 
 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 
Mr. Francis Ikome, Email: ikome@un.org 
Mr. Clayton Vhumbunu, Email: clayton.vhumbunu@un.org 
 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
Mr. Roel Janssens, Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Transport Division, 
roel.janssens@un.org  
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
Ms. Wanlu Zhang, Email: w.zhang@unesco.org 
 
United Nations Technology Bank for LDCs 
Mr Joshua Setipa, Managing Director, Email: joshua.setipa@un.org 
Ms. Simmone Rose, Email: simmone.rose@un.org 
 
World Customs Organization (WCO) 
Ms. Vyara Filipova, Technical Attaché, Compliance and Facilitation Directorate, 
Vyara.Filipova@wcoomd.org 
 
World Food Programme (WFP) 
Ms. Divya Mehra, Strategic Partnerships Officer, Email: divya.mehra@wfp.org 
 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
Ms. Ola Zahran, Head, WIPO Coordination Office in New York, Email: ola.zahran@wipo.int 
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World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Mr. Rainer Lanz, Economic Affairs Officer, Development Division, Email: rainer.lanz@wto.org 
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H.E. Mr. Julio César Arriola Ramírez, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the United 
Nations and Chair of the LLDC Group 
Mr. David Martínez Sugastti, Mission of Paraguay to the UN  
 
UN-OHRLLS  
Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for 
LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS 
Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director  
Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer, Email: mutangadura@un.org  
Ms. Dagmar Hertova, Programme Officer, Email: hertova@un.org  
Ms. Lysiane Lefebvre, Economic Affairs Intern, Email: lysiane.lefebvre@un.org  

mailto:rainer.lanz@wto.org
mailto:rainer.lanz@wto.org
mailto:mutangadura@un.org
mailto:mutangadura@un.org
mailto:hertova@un.org
mailto:hertova@un.org
mailto:nadia.oshaughnessy@un.org
mailto:nadia.oshaughnessy@un.org
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Annex II: Agenda 
 
Ninth Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 
 

Conference Room 11, UN Secretariat Building, 12 November 2019 
 

 

10:00 – 10:20 Opening session  

• Opening remarks by Ms. Fekitamoeloa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-
General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

• Remarks by LLDC Group Chair (tbc) 

10:20 – 12:30 Consultations on the preparations for the midterm review of the 
implementation of the VPoA 

• Briefing by UN-OHRLLS on the progress in implementation of the Vienna 
Programme of Action and on the current status of the preparations for 
the midterm review, including pre-conference events, agenda of the 
midterm review, side events and the political declaration  

• Presentations by participating organizations on events and activities 
since last IACG meeting  

12:30 – 12:50 Consultations on upcoming activities of importance to LLDCs in the first half 
of 2020   

• Remarks by UN-OHRLLS on upcoming activities and events 

• Presentations by participating organizations on their planned activities 
and events   

• Comments and discussion 

12:50 – 13:00  Conclusion 

• Summary of discussions and concluding remarks by UN-OHRLLS 

 


