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Introduction 

The Tenth Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) was held virtually on 23 June 
2020. The meeting was organized by the United Nations Office of the High-Representative for Least 
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). 
The IACG meeting provided a platform for the participating organizations to consult on the draft UN 
Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action in its remaining five years, 
including the support of the UN system to help LLDCs deal with the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and how to improve the working methods and enhance outcome-oriented collaboration in the IACG. 

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under 
Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States. The Chair of the Group of LLDCs attended the opening 
session of the meeting and delivered remarks. The meeting was attended by participants from 39 different 
institutions as shown in the list of participants in Annex I. The meeting followed the agenda presented in 
Annex II. 

Opening Session 

Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the LDCs, 
LLDCs and SIDS acknowledged the presence and leadership of H.E Kairat Umarov, Permanent 
Representative of Kazakhstan to the UN and the Chair of the LLDCs. She also thanked all organizations for 
their support of the sustainable development efforts of the LLDCs. She highlighted a handful of new 
organizations to the IACG meeting, including the International Seabed Authority, IRENA, the African 
Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Green Climate Fund, Office of the Special Advisor 
on Digital Cooperation and International Development Law Organization (IDLO). The USG also welcomed 
new Directors to CFC, FAO, and WIPO.  

Ms. ‘Utoikamanu recalled the midterm review of the implementation of the VPoA and preparatory 
process, stating both were successful thanks to the active engagement of the IACG organizations. She 
noted particularly promising progress in LLDCs in areas ranging from healthcare and education, to energy, 
trade facilitation, regional integration and development of transit transport corridors. However, she noted 
that one third of LLDC citizens continue to live in extreme poverty, transit costs are still more than double 
neighbouring transit countries, infrastructure and digital connectivity remain a challenge, structural 
transformation remains limited, with the situation being exacerbated by the impacts of climate change 
and natural hazards. The USG stressed that the COVID-19 pandemic has only worsened the crises that 
LLDCs are facing, and decisive action is needed urgently. She noted that key aim of the meeting is to 
discuss the Roadmap for accelerated implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA), which 
was requested by the Chair of LLDCs.  

Ms. ‘Utoikamanu provided updates on activities of OHRLLS since the last IACG meeting in November 2019. 
She informed about the LLDC Group meeting with the UN Secretary-General in March 2020 where the SG 
spoke on the UN Development System reform and expressed his commitment to provide support to turn 
LLDCs into land-linked engines of dynamism. The USG touched upon the consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic, including several meetings being cancelled, including the Ministerial Transport Conference in 
March, and the LLDC Ministerial Meeting on Trade in June. The USG informed that the SG report on the 
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implementation of the VPoA is currently being compiled with the inputs of the organizations. The USG 
also highlighted a number of meetings co-organized by the Office, including briefing by the Deputy 
Secretary-General to the LLDC group on the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in April; a 
joint briefing with FAO and WFP in early May on impacts of COVID-19 on food security in LDCs, LLDCs and 
SIDS within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic; a dialogue on addressing sovereign debt distress in 
LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS; a meeting with the Secretary General of the ISA and the Chairs of LDCs, LLDCs and 
SIDS in early June, to be followed up with briefing by ISA for all three groups on 25 June. The USG also 
informed that UN-OHRLLS issued a joint statement calling for improved transit facilitation during the 
pandemic with World Customs Organization and a joint call for smooth transit and transport facilitation 
to and from LLDCs during the COVID-19 pandemic with UNCTAD and Regional Commissions for Africa, 
Asia, Europe and Latin America.  

The USG again thanked all organizations that have supported the various activities and highlighted the 
importance of the Roadmap to guide joint UN system activities towards accelerating the implementation 
of the VPoA. She also mentioned a side event during the upcoming HLPF that will provide LLDCs the 
opportunity to review the Roadmap and give feedback. She concluded with a call for further unity and 
collaboration towards the implementation of the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda to ensure no one is left 
behind.  

H.E. Mr. Kairat Umarov, Chair of LLDCs and Ambassador of Kazakhstan to the United Nations thanked 
the USG for the opportunity to speak for the first time on behalf of the LLDCs in an IACG meeting. The 
Ambassador pointed out the critical challenges that LLDCs are facing, including 13 of them being highly 
indebted and half of them also being LDCs, in addition to the many challenges that make their situations 
even more difficult to overcome. He stressed that LLDCs require special attention, recalling that the 
midterm review highlighted that while progress has been made, it is not enough to reach all the targets 
of the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda. H.E. Mr. Umarov indicated that the COVID-19 pandemic will likely 
exacerbate these challenges and many LLDCs risk setbacks in the progress made towards the SDGs and 
implementation of the VPoA. He called for greater collaboration among the UN system and other 
international organizations to help the LLDCs in their areas of expertise to ensure that no one is left 
behind. He specifically named key areas such as transit, transport, trade facilitation, connectivity, regional 
cooperation, structural transformation, private sector development, digital development, renewable 
energy and climate change action to be acted upon swiftly.  

The Ambassador noted the importance of the Roadmap for accelerated implementation of the VPoA, as 
we move to the second phase of implementation of the VPoA, noting that full implementation of the VPoA 
is critical to leaving no one behind. He stressed the role played by UN system and other international and 
regional organizations in helping address the special needs and challenges of LLDCs. The Ambassador 
relayed the appreciation of the LLDCs to the development of the Roadmap, highlighting it as critical tool 
to enhance coordination.  

He noted that the Group of LLDCs was also enthusiastic about the work of the International Think Tank 
for LLDCs and encouraged agencies in attendance to further collaborate with the Think Tank in areas of 
importance to the LLDCs. H.E. Mr. Umarov closed his statement by reaffirming the commitment of LLDCs 
to working closely with the organizations and reiterating the USG’s message that the revised Roadmap 
will be covered in-depth at a side event at the upcoming HLPF. 
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Consultations on the UN Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA 
in its remaining five years, including UN system support to LLDCs on COVID-19 
impacts 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS gave an overview of the Roadmap. He began with an 
update on the Midterm Review of the VPoA, noting that much progress has been made, but the levels of 
progress are still insufficient to achieve the VPoA targets. He informed that UN-OHRLLS was tasked to 
prepare the Roadmap, and that inputs to the Roadmap from more than 30 agencies and organizations 
have been received. He highlighted that the Roadmap is designed to outline concrete deliverables to be 
supported by the UN system and other international and regional organizations towards the VPoA 
implementation going forward.  

Mr. Erdenebileg gave a brief overview of the components of the Roadmap, touching on its guiding 
principles (Part I) to enhance coordination and synergies and Delivering as One; leverage the UN 
development system reform; integrate the LLDC priorities in sustainable development discussions and 
processes; strengthen innovative partnerships and promote good practices and sharing of experiences. 
He then described Part II of the Roadmap which provides specific calls to action from policy makers, 
private sector multilateral and regional development banks and the UN system. He noted that Part III 
focuses on the key action areas that the UN and other international and regional organizations will focus 
on, which covers broadly the priorities of the VPoA, climate action, International Think Tank for LLDCs, 
impacts of COVID-19, gender equality and various stakeholder networks. He informed that Part IV 
provides the detailed mapping of UN system activities and concrete deliverables, based on the inputs 
received. He noted that some activities are listed as proposals, which reflect activities not in the works yet 
or require mobilization of funding for their implementation and encouraged organizations to review the 
list to ensure that their activities are correctly reflected. Part V focuses on implementation, noting that it 
will be regularly reviewed in the context of the IACG and reported on in the annual report of the SG on 
the implementation of the VPoA. 

Mr. Erdenebileg emphasized that the Roadmap is not meant to be exhaustive and should remain a living 
document and facilitate collaboration across agencies. He asked for any remaining inputs to the Roadmap 
to be sent to OHRLLS by 30 June, after which the Roadmap will be finalized and sent to the IACG, as well 
as the office of the Secretary-General, Chair of the LLDCs who in turn will submit it to the Group of LLDCs 
to be discussed at the HLPF side event.  

Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority (ISA) outlined that the 
mandate given by UNCLOS (UN Convention for the Law of the Sea) to ISA was to regulate and manage 
deep-sea mineral activities in the international seabed area (Area). This also includes the need to ensure 
the protection of deep-sea marine environment and biodiversity as well as promoting and encouraging 
marine scientific research in the Area. He recalled that LLDCs fought hard to see their rights reflected in 
the negotiations that resulted in the adoption of UNCLOS. These included the right of access to and from 
the sea and freedom of transit as well as the inclusion of specific provisions recognizing the special 
requirements of developing landlocked states. LLDCs also have the same rights as coastal States to 
participate in exploitation of surplus living resources in the exclusive economic zones, to flag vessels with 
their national flags and conduct innocent passage at sea.  

Mr. Lodge stressed that under the legal regime for the Area, and as embedded in ISA’s Strategic Plan and 
High-Level Action Plan, LLDCs have the same rights to participate in marine scientific research and 
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exploration of deep-sea minerals and benefit from the financial and economic benefits derived from 
activities carried out in  the Area. He also indicated that the special interests of LLDCs were reflected in 
the governance structure of ISA in the form of a specific membership group for members of the ISA Council 
(Group D). So far, this has enabled Lesotho and Uganda to seat within the executive organ of ISA. Mr 
Lodge then indicated that elections in the Council will be held this year, in October 2020 and urged all 
LLDCs to consider such opportunity. Mr Lodge also emphasized that their landlocked status should not 
bar them from the economic gains that the ocean has to offer, noting that reserved exploration sites are 
given equal consideration to all countries, with coastal states receiving no special treatment. Mr. Lodge 
urged those 12 LLDCs that are not party to UNCLOS to join so that they can fully take advantage of the 
benefits of participating in UNCLOS. Mr. Lodge closed his intervention by reiterating ISA’s continued 
commitment to support fully the implementation of the VPoA and the Roadmap for its accelerated 
implementation and indicated that ISA was looking forward to participating in providing capacity building 
assistance to LLDCs in areas such as marine science research, especially for women, and full participation 
in deep-sea mineral exploration.  

Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, the representative of the WTO, commended OHRLLS’s efforts to create the 
Roadmap. He noted that while the document and the list contained in it, as indicated, is not exhaustive, 
it is also important that this should not be a static document and should be periodically reviewed, so as 
to incorporate any changes that may come about with the change in the COVID-19 pandemic situation. 
Mr. Priyadarshi suggested that since many organisations were involved with most action points, a Sherpa 
could be designated for each priority area of the VPOA to coordinate the work. This targeted guidance 
could lead to great cohesion within these collaborative groups, resulting in synergies and better end 
results. He emphasized that matching efforts at the national level would be needed from the LLDCs for 
the full and effective implementation of the VPoA. He called for collaboration from the LLDCs in not only 
detailing how well the initiatives were working, but also for the LLDCs to reach out for any further technical 
assistance needed for the implementation of the TFA. 

Mr. Priyadarshi noted that the WTO Ministerial Conference will still be held in Kazakhstan (possibly in June 
2021 subject to what Members decide) and will provide a great opportunity for LLDCs to push for an 
ambitious outcome. He noted that LLDCs as a group still suffer from a lack of formal recognition, but a 
strong substantive decision outcome from the Ministerial Conference would be very important towards 
accelerated progress in achieving the VPoA. Mr. Priyadarshi’s final point addressed the responses to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He detailed some of the measures undertaken by countries; some of which could 
have resulted in trade restrictions on LLDCs. The WTO suggested that OHRLLS could consider conducting 
a brief survey to be sent out to LLDCs to collect data on the measures that are restricting their transit and 
trade, which would help WTO to be able to provide more targeted assistance and be able to incorporate 
the LLDC perspective in its analysis of the COVID-19 response. Mr. Priyadarshi closed his intervention by 
expressing WTO’s continued support for UN-OHRLLS and the work being done for the implementation of 
the VPoA.  

Mr. DUONG Chi Dung, the representative of WIPO, pledged WIPO’s full support in accelerating the 
implementation of the VPoA, including through the Roadmap. Mr. Duong highlighted WIPO’s continued 
efforts in supporting LLDCs through provision of technical assistance and services in the area of intellectual 
property, innovation and technological capacity building. In this context, Mr. Duong mentioned about the 
inter-regional meeting for LLDCs organized in September 2019 by WIPO in collaboration with the ITT for 
LLDCs and the Government of Mongolia that discussed technology and innovation capacity-building needs 
and areas of collaboration to support structural transformation of LLDCs. Representatives at this meeting 
underlined need areas that require WIPO’s technical assistance, including on building a national 
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innovation eco-system, using intellectual property for economic growth and development, transfer of 
appropriate technologies and capacity building on technology transfer. Mr. Duong outlined the areas of 
the Roadmap and VPoA in which WIPO would be able to provide technical assistance to LLDCs, including 
capacity building for the use of IP system for economic development, assisting in access to and use of 
scientific data and patent information for technological capacity building, capacity building on transfer of 
appropriate technologies and on establishing technology transfer offices in research institutions and 
universities. He called for STI to be added among the key action and priority areas for the LLDCs in the 
draft UN Roadmap, and indicated that WIPO’s inputs to the Roadmap would be sent accordingly. 

On response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. Duong noted that WIPO has established a policy tracker that 
provides information on measures taken by IP offices to contribute to innovation; added a special COVID-
19 search facility on its PATENTSCOPE database that retrieves patents and inventions relating to the 
detection, prevention, and treatment of COVID-19; continues support through several partnerships to 
facilitate online access to major scientific and technical journals to LDCs and developing countries, as well 
as more than 900 Technology and Innovation Support Centres around the world to facilitate access to 
scientific and technical information.  

Mr. Paul Akiwumi, the representative of UNCTAD stated that the Roadmap reflects well UNCTAD’s 
initiatives over the next several years, especially in areas of trade and transport logistics, trade and transit 
facilitation, investment and fostering productive capacities and structural economic transformation, 
showcasing its comparative advantages in support of LLDCs in diverse areas. Mr. Akiwumi highlighted the 
efforts of UNCTAD as it interacts with LLDCs, noting that currently more than 30 projects in various LLDCs 
and transit countries are being implemented. He noted that UNCTAD is hosting the UNCTAD XV 
conference in 2021, which should provide an opportunity for additional mandates to be proposed for the 
Roadmap.  

Mr. Akiwumi expressed UNCTAD’s belief that the comprehensive Roadmap will serve as an effective tool 
to guide UN system interventions towards implementing the VPoA but that it should not be viewed as a 
substitute for the VPoA itself or other mandates. He stressed that the Roadmap should be flexible and 
adaptable to future updates, new mandates or resources. He noted the need to maximize substantive 
impacts of the UN system interventions in LLDCs, including their sustainability over a long period of time, 
stressing the unavoidable reliance on extrabudgetary resources. He noted the role of OHRLLS to mobilize 
political support and financial resources in favour of the LLDCs. He inquired on the details of the proposed 
multi-stakeholder forum under 4.1 and coordinated follow-up and stakeholder networks under 7.1 vis-a-
vis existing coordinating arrangements.    

Ms. Angelica Jacome Daza, the representative of FAO, in her first IACG as Director of the newly created 
Office for Small Island Developing States, Least Developed Countries, and Landlocked Developing 
Countries (OSL), thanked OHRLLS for creating the Roadmap, noting that more detailed comments will be 
provided by FAO in writing. She explained that FAO has long been providing policy advice, analysis and 
technical assistance to LLDCs in areas of forestry, agriculture, livestock, markets and trade and natural 
resource management, with focus on supporting resilience, livelihoods and food security. FAO supports 
LLDCs to identify alternatives to a high food import bill by investing in domestic agriculture and 
encouraging local food production and supply, which is vital to improving their food security and 
supporting livelihoods. She stressed that FAO supports the VPoA implementation through trade 
facilitation, as well as international trade and structural economic transformation. 
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She explained that FAO supports strengthening of national capacities in LLDCs, including by supporting 
formulation of trade-related policies, providing analysis to inform trade policy decisions, capacity 
development and training activities, supporting regional trade integration, providing assistance in 
preparations for trade negotiations and implementation of trade agreements and strengthening capacity 
of LLDCs to develop agriculture-related statistics. Ms. Jacome Daza outlined FAO’s Hand-in-Hand initiative, 
a flagship evidence-based, country-led and country-owned initiative aimed at accelerating agricultural 
transformation and sustainable rural development to eradicate poverty as well as to end hunger and all 
forms of malnutrition. She added that the Hand-in-Hand Initiative is a matchmaking approach that brings 
participating countries together with donors, private sector, IFIs, research institutions and CSOs to 
mobilize means of implementation. She highlighted that 18 countries have confirmed their participation 
in the first round of the Hand-in-Hand initiative, including eight LLDCs.  

Mr. Manuel Mattiat, the representative of UNIDO welcomed the development of the Roadmap and 
presented the various areas in which UNIDO is currently engaging with the LLDCs. These include: projects 
in West Africa, Malawi and Burundi to strengthen capacities of LLDCs to establish the legal and 
institutional frameworks for robust Quality Infrastructure (QI) systems; providing sustainable solutions 
and policy to LLDCs on promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy systems, including through 
launching of the Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centres; promoting the adoption of 
advanced digital production (ADP) technologies in industrial sectors in LLDCs; UNIDO’s Private Financing 
Advisory Network (PFAN) and the Subcontracting and Partnership Exchanges (SPXs) platforms aiming to 
provide capacity building and advisory services to SMEs; providing technical cooperation services 
leveraging national, regional and global value chains for industrial competitiveness development; 
supporting the development of agro-industries; and supporting South-South Cooperation in efforts such 
as infrastructure development and by expanding the yearly event “BRIDGE for Cities 4.0. Mr. Mattiat 
added that many of these efforts are supported through collection and dissemination of industrial and 
manufacturing statistics by UNIDO. He mentioned that UNIDO is also expanding its Programme for 
Country Partnerships including to four LLDCs: Ethiopia, the Kyrgyz Republic, Rwanda, and Zambia.  

Touching on UNIDO’s COVID-19 response, Mr. Mattiat covered three main steps in supporting LLDCs in 
their country preparedness and response. The first was containing economic fallout in LLDCs to protect 
local supply chains, productive sectors and ensure job security. An example given was supporting the 
enhancement of garment production capacity in Armenia to include face masks and PPE. The second area 
was responding and adapting manufacturing capacities using digital solutions, with example of helping 
the government of Burkina Faso to build productive capacity of SMEs operating within the biomedical and 
pharmaceutical fields. The final area Mr. Mattiat discussed was providing long-term solutions for 
sustainable economic recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic, including resilience building and green 
transition, with the example of recently launched COVID-19 Industrial Recovery Programme (CIRP). Mr. 
Mattiat closed his remarks by pledging UNIDO’s continued partnership with LLDCs in implementing the 
Roadmap and VPoA.  

Mr. Tarik Iziraren, the representative of UNOSSC noted that many UN entities have been mainstreaming 
South-South Cooperation (SSC) into their work. He stressed that South-South and Triangular cooperation 
has proven to be very effective when it comes to sharing of experiences and policies, with effective 
policies being critical for ensuring sustainable development, including for example in curbing the spread 
of COVID-19. He called for greater promoting of learning and sharing of experience especially amongst 
developing countries. He highlighted that the High-Level Committee for SSC could be an effective platform 
for LLDCs to stimulate policy discussions and promote partnerships.  
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Mr. Iziraren moved on to discussing the role that technology, connectivity and digitization in achieving 
sustainable development as well as in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. He emphasized the importance of 
access to innovative technological developments and closing the digital divide. He recalled the LDC 
Technology Bank, which could be replicated for other groups of countries such as LLDCs. Mr. Iziraren’s 
final point highlighted the India Trust Fund and the India, Brazil, South Africa (IBSA) fund that the UNOSSC 
managed, noting that the funds are available for LLDCs to apply to including in order to help fight the 
impacts of COVID-19. He encouraged LLDCs to apply for the funds available as important instruments of 
SSC. He closed his remarks by emphasizing UNOSSC’s desire to strengthen ties with OHRLLS in order to 
advance the interests of the constituencies it represents as they work toward achieving their SDGs.  

Ms. Babita Bisht, the representative of the GCF explained that as the largest climate finance facility, GCF 
is supporting both climate change adaptation and mitigation. She noted that majority of the Fund’s work 
goes towards LDCs, SIDS and African states who are highly vulnerable to climate change and have fewer 
resources to combat its effects. She mentioned that while The GCF has no specific mandate on LLDCs, it 
has approved $1.3 billion to 25 LLDCs, with a total financing value of $8 billion. Ms. Bisht highlighted that 
the GCF has been active in helping countries during the COVID-19 era, consulting on a three-pronged 
approach. First is to mitigate the impact of current project portfolio through flexible adaptive 
management, with $ 5.3 billion allocated with total value of $19 billion, with the aim to allow ongoing 
projects to deliver climate benefits. Secondly, the GCF is supporting countries in efforts to enact climate-
friendly actions to revive economies through the GCF’s Readiness and Preparatory Support Programme, 
which provides fast flexible grants that could be deployed within 60/90 days. Third is to accelerate the 
development of investments that raise climate ambitions and that also have impactful socio-economic 
benefits, with projects worth about $2 billion in highly catalytic financing every year.  

Ms. Bisht also explained the GCF’s capital agnostic approach to financing. She stressed that for developing 
countries with already high debt burdens, the GCF can help finance projects with grants, equity stakes, 
and guarantees in order to address the specific debt and investment barriers. She added that GCF has 
more than 150 partners it works with on financing needs, ranging from MDBs, UN entities, private banks, 
equity firms and civil society, allowing for a great deal of flexibility and noting that GCF have key role in 
de-risking to catalyse additional finance. Ms. Bisht closed her statement by emphasizing GCF’s continued 
commitment to work with LLDCs on a wide range of projects. 

Mr. Ahmed Abdel-Latif, the representative of IRENA discussed the importance of access to renewable 
energy sources and noted that IRENA was happy to see this as a key part of the Roadmap. He noted the 
progress made on energy access in recent years but highlighted that 40% of LLDC population still do not 
have access to electricity. He stressed that access to reliable renewable energy leads to greater GDP 
growth, more jobs, and greater investment much needed for a better recovery. He mentioned that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has put new emphasis on energy access; in terms of powering essential healthcare 
and water services in short-run and fostering economic growth in the medium and long term.  

Mr. Abdel-Latif informed that IRENA just released a paper, Post-COVID recovery: An agenda for resilience, 
development and equality, outlining policy measures to harness energy transition for sustainable recovery 
which may be helpful for many LLDCs. He added that IRENA is also exploring innovative ways to power 
healthcare facilities within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, which would be discussed at a joint 
webinar with SEforAll and WHO on 30 June. He informed that IRENA is placing even greater emphasis on 
serving LLDCs, with continued support through policy advice and capacity building on policy, finance and 
technological aspects of renewable energy. He noted that IRENA’s Director-General recently signed an 
MoU with the USG of UN-OHRLLS to strengthen their cooperation aimed at advancing energy transition 

https://irena.org/publications/2020/Jun/Post-COVID-Recovery
https://irena.org/publications/2020/Jun/Post-COVID-Recovery
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in LLDCs, LDCs, and SIDS. Within the context of this revitalized partnership, IRENA is excited to be 
participating in the development of the Roadmap. Mr. Abdel-Latif suggested that one important 
deliverable would be the preparation of joint action-oriented report on scaling up renewable energy in 
LLDCs. The report would focus in particular on the challenges facing LLDCs in terms of attracting 
renewables investments and how initiatives such as the Climate Investment Platform (CIP) can help 
address these challenges. Mr. Abdel-Latif closed his intervention by reminding attendees that IRENA has 
a permanent observer office in New York, which stands ready to respond to any queries countries could 
have on the support IRENA can offer. 

Mr. Oliver Paddison, the representative of UN ESCAP started his intervention by stating ESCAP’s full 
support for accelerating the implementation of the VPoA, with the 75th commission session adopting a 
resolution requesting the Secretariat to continue providing capacity building to accelerate the 
implementation of the VPoA. Mr. Paddison highlighted that in response to the call for creating the 
Roadmap, ESCAP has proposed some 36 projects focusing on Asia’s LLDCs in the six VPoA priority areas as 
well as additional areas such as gender equality. He called for collaboration with other UN agencies to 
avoid replication of efforts.  

Mr. Paddison highlighted that ESCAP has also launched several initiatives to support its members’ in 
addressing the short- and long-term impacts of COVID-19. He mentioned the analytical study being 
prepared by the North and Central Asia ESCAP office that examines the Impacts, responses and Strategies 
to Build Back Better, a study by the South and Southwest Asia office focusing on the effects of the 
pandemic in Bhutan and Nepal specifically, analytical study on possible strategies of resource mobilization 
in Asian LLDCs in view of the pandemic and an online tracker that provides information on policy 
responses, covering fiscal and monetary policies, measures for SMEs, trade and transport measures  in 
light of the pandemic. He added that in cooperation with the ECE, within the framework of SPECA, 
preliminary results of a study on resource mobilization in seven of Asia’s LLDCs will hopefully be released 
at SPECA’s annual meeting to be held in November in the Kyrgyz Republic. He concluded that ESCAP is 
continuing its capacity building efforts in LLDCs that were ongoing at the onset of the pandemic, including 
activities to strengthen transit connectivity of LLDCs focusing on linkages to seaports.  

Mr. Francis Ikome, the representative of UN ECA expressed ECA’s support of the Roadmap, noting the 
alignment with ECA’s initiatives given that half of the LLDCs are on the African continent. He stressed that 
ECA welcomes the collaborative nature of the Roadmap and is hopeful it can help prevent unnecessary 
duplication of efforts in support of LLDCs. He added that collaboration is now more important than ever 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, given that gains made in the last few years are being threatened, in 
particular as LLDCs are seeing border closures and restrictions to movement of goods and services.  

Mr. Ikome informed that ECA has conducted a number of research pieces on the impact of the pandemic 
on African continent. He highlighted that one area that needs extra attention is the debt burden that 
African countries, in particular LLDCs are facing, which are likely to worsen in light of the pandemic and 
noted that ECA has been advocating for responses from institutions like the IMF and World Bank such as 
debt standstill. He added that ECA has also compiled a report on lockdown exit strategies for African 
countries to use as a guide while easing restrictions, to support a more cohesive reopening strategy across 
the continent and avoid further disruptions. Mr. Ikome mentioned that ECA has also worked with 
numerous regional economic communities, with whom the ECA has hosted virtual meetings to coordinate 
an integrated healthcare response, including in LLDCs. Mr. Ikome highlighted an effort between the ECA 
and the Government of DRC and NEPAD on conversation around Africa’s energy needs, focusing on 
reviving the Inga dam project which would help reduce the continent’s energy deficit.  



 10 

Ms. Mara Murillo, the representative of UNEP started by reiterating UNEP’s support for LLDCs, especially 
in areas such as energy efficiency, clean and renewable energy, support on natural disasters and 
environmental degradation, as indicated in the Roadmap. She added that UNEP offers many resources, 
such as their Environmental Outlook Report that can offer useful policy recommendations for LLDCs or 
the World Environmental Situation Room. She informed that UNEP is also working on strengthening 
partnerships with other UN entities in the framework of the UNDS repositioning.  

Ms. Murillo outlined UNEP’s COVID-19 response which focuses on helping incorporate environmental 
efforts into countries’ response and recovery to the COVID-19 pandemic, including LLDCs. She added that 
UNEP’s response is structured around four building blocks, namely medical and humanitarian emergency 
phase; transformational change for people and planet; investing to build back better, including green 
recovery efforts, resilience building, shift to green economy and implementation of the Paris Agreement; 
modernizing global environmental governance by leveraging digitalization and technological advances to 
ensure that LLDCs can participate. She concluded that UNEP’s current priority is responding to the 
pandemic, but that UNEP is committed to continuing their efforts on environmental issues that coincide 
with the VPoA priorities. She reiterated the need for the Roadmap to be flexible.  

Mr. Nick Bian, the representative of the World Bank Group highlighted the good progress that has been 
made in the first five years of the VPoA, including greater access to the sea and streamlined border 
processes, but stressed that the pandemic is threatening much of this progress and that towards the SDGs. 
He informed that the WBG’s recent Global Economic Prospects Report estimates the pandemic could 
force 70-100 million people back into extreme poverty, causing the first rise in global poverty rates since 
1998. Mr. Bian highlighted the efforts of the WBG in providing technical assistance and investment 
projects to LLDCs and transit partners to improve connectivity, with targeted transport and trade 
facilitation reforms and enhancing their competitiveness. He noted that technical assistance is currently 
being provided to 30 LLDCs. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, he informed that the WBG is front-loading existing resources with 
up to $160 billion in financing over the next 15 months, of which IDA is providing $50 billion in highly 
concessional loans and grants. He noted the launch of emergency support operations, now in over 120 
countries. He added that private sector support has also been set up, with $8 billion in fast-track financing 
to SMEs to continue operating during lockdown which is already being provided in LLDCs. Examples of this 
include a $95 million financing package for Uzbekistan to provide cash support and unemployment 
benefits, as well as a $7.5 million IDA grant for the CAR to help strengthen its national healthcare system, 
preparedness and buy more PPE, and new project in Lao PDR supporting preparedness around infection 
prevention and control and contact tracing. Mr. Bian also touched on the G20’s DSSI that allows IDA 
countries, which includes many LLDCs, to pause debt payments and which will go until end of 2022.  

Mr. Cosmas Zavazava, the representative of ITU expressed ITU’s continued support for the 
implementation of the VPoA and the Roadmap. He focused on ITU’s response to LLDCs in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He informed that ITU has launched the Global Network Resilience Platform to 
promote network resilience; is supporting countries to ensure access and affordability of digital services 
and with application of technology during the pandemic; leveraging e- health, telemedicine, and big data 
and strengthen cybersecurity and handling on COVID-19 fake news. Additional activities include 
supporting countries with emergency telecommunications guidelines; a series of Web Dialogues, virtual 
dialogues, and webinars to bring together the LLDCs and other developing countries, the private sector 
and telecommunication regulatory authorities to exchange information and good practices on effective 
response to COVID-19 and using online capacity building platforms such as the ITU Academy to develop 
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and reinforce skills in LLDCs. He added that ITU has been strengthening partnerships with other 
organizations to provide ICT support in other sectors such as health, education, agriculture and 
employment creation.   

Mr. Zavazava highlighted some concrete technical work that ITU has been carrying out recently, including 
supporting infrastructure development; bolstering national cybersecurity efforts; supporting digital 
inclusion and digital innovation ecosystems, including through Global ecosystem Programme for LLDCs; 
modernizing digital infrastructure; supporting deployment of digital services and applications; policy and 
regulation and providing statistics, analytical reports and visualizations to support evidence-based 
policies.   

Mr. Arjun Goswami, the representative of the Asian Development Bank outlined the synergies between 
ADB’s efforts and the VPoA and the Roadmap, noting that many developing country members of the ADB 
are LLDCs. He highlighted in particular ADB’s efforts targeting energy and transport issues, with the ADB 
working heavily with both Governments and the private sector, giving the example of the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline. Mr. Goswami stressed the critical importance of regional integration 
for the ADB and in the region, noting that one of the seven operational plans of the ADB Strategy 2030 is 
on regional cooperation and integration, focusing on connectivity, greater global and regional trade and 
investment and regional public goods.  

Mr. Goswami noted the challenge to regional cooperation but highlighted that the ADB COVID-19 
pandemic response operations, amounting to some $3 billion for LLDCs, have come with strong ownership 
from countries and relying on cooperation and engagement with neighbouring countries. He explained 
that ADB’s pandemic recovery effort is focusing on four major areas on innovation: i) recovery efforts 
must be green, including “greening” of ports; ii) Trade and investment support in particular for small 
LLDCs, including through regionalization of export credit agencies; iii) Enhancing health resilience, 
including supply chains and regional support for outbreak surveillance; iv) Current migration trends 
require cross-thematic work and coordinated efforts. Mr. Goswami called for agencies that may have 
expertise in these areas to collaborate with the ADB to ensure efficiency and reduce duplication of efforts.   

Ms. Vyara Filipova, the representative of the WCO touched upon the WCO’s proposed contributions to 
the Roadmap, including on transit, trade and transport facilitation, digital connectivity, private sector 
development, and some topics covering the impact of COVID-19 on LLDCs. She highlighted that the section 
of the Roadmap relating to guiding principles and key asks focuses greatly on the UN system compared to 
other international organizations and reiterated the commitment of the WCO to supporting the 
accelerated implementation of the VPoA. Ms. Filipova gave a few updates on progress made since the 
midterm review of the VPoA, such as Tajikistan joining the Revised Kyoto Convention in May, the 
finalisation of the WCO Compendium of Best Practices in the area of Transit and a WCO sub-regional 
workshop on transit for ASEAN members in February 2020.  

Regarding efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, Ms. Filipova informed that WCO has created a 
webpage compiling instruments and tools it offers to support countries in their efforts to fight the impacts 
of the pandemic. The webpage also houses a repository of members’ best practices on facilitation of cross-
border movement of essential supplies, supporting supply chain continuity, and protecting staff and 
society. The WCO has put out joint statements regarding trade measures with agencies such as the WTO 
and OHRLLS. Ms. Filipova closed her statement by announcing an upcoming project financed by Japan 
that will provide capacity building support to developing countries, including LLDCs, which is set to be 
launched in July 2020.  
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Mr. Ikuru Nogami, the representative of the ITC touched on ITC’s efforts to support MSMEs in LLDCs to 
improve their competitiveness and connect them to markets. He informed that since the VPoA adoption, 
ITC has implemented more than 40 projects and published around 20 reports pertaining to LLDCs. 
Discussing the current global pandemic, Mr. Nogami highlighted how the restriction on movement of 
people and goods and slowdown of production have disproportionately affected the LLDCs, who are 
already disadvantaged in the areas of trade. He quoted results of ITC survey which indicated that one-fifth 
of MSMEs are at risk of bankruptcies within three months. He informed that ITC has launched several 
initiatives to respond to the needs of countries due to the pandemic, including an action plan to support 
MSMEs, which focuses on three key stakeholders: governments, business support organizations, and 
MSMEs themselves. He explained that for governments, ITC is providing technical assistance and support 
in introducing measures such as risk management, authorized operator scheme and expedited air cargo 
shipments of priority goods. For business support organizations, ITC has developed a joint advocacy 
strategy for reforms to mitigate effects of the pandemic in East Africa’s coffee sector for example. At 
enterprise level, ITC has focused efforts in individual LLDCs on improving digital access to ensure market 
access for entrepreneurs, enhance competitiveness of agri-food sectors, strengthening value chain and e-
commerce efforts.  

Regarding the Roadmap, Mr. Nogami ensured ITC’s continued commitment to collaboration and support 
in a wide-range of trade-related technical assistance projects. Highlighting some of their ongoing efforts, 
he noted that ITC is assisting coffee and pashmina producers in Nepal to gain greater international market 
access, assisting Uzbekistan accession to the WTO, and assisting in the implementation of the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCTFA), which includes for example, the development, with the AU 
Commission, of online portal to track statistics and progress made on economic integration within the 
AfCTFA area.  

Mr. David Tanenbaum, the representative of IDLO opened his remarks by highlighting IDLO’s role as the 
only intergovernmental organization exclusively devoted to advancing the rule of law and noting previous 
collaboration with OHRLLS in designing the Investment Support Programme (ISP) for LDCs. He noted the 
importance of encouraging FDI inflows into LLDCs and development of an enabling domestic environment, 
which is predicated on LLDCs establishing legal and institutional frameworks grounded on rule of law and 
suitable to regulate such investments. He stressed that it is critical to assess the effects of the pandemic 
and associated measures on domestic and international legal environments to ensure recovery and design 
programs of assistance that ensure compliance with international law.  

Mr. Tanenbaum informed that IDLO is ready to support to LLDC governments and private sector in the 
form of direct legal advice on policies, laws, and regulations for sustainable infrastructure development 
and leveraging the ISP to assist least developed LLDCs through ad hoc legal assistance and capacity 
building on investment related matters, including PPPs and contract negotiation. He added that IDLO is 
also looking to assist LLDCs through policy and legal advice and capacity-building in implementation of 
their international obligations under multilateral and bilateral agreements, including the WTO Trade 
Facilitation Agreement, as well as the African Continental Free Trade Agreement, to allow them to fully 
leverage the benefits that such agreements can provide. This support is especially vital under current 
circumstances, where such agreements could be levers to help lower trade barrier restrictions enacted to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 and facilitate economic recovery. Mr. Tanenbaum also mentioned that IDLO 
will provide capacity building and guidance for empowering national judicial systems, especially pertaining 
to issues such as mediation, insolvency and contract enforcement; and will expand its current efforts in 
support of e-justice in LLDCs. 
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Mr. Gustavo Katz Braga, the representative of the CFC touched on the challenges that LLDCs face 
resulting from their landlocked position and how these have hindered competitiveness and economic 
development. He highlighted that LLDCs often rely on low-value agricultural commodities for their export 
earnings, making them vulnerable to commodity price and demand volatility. To overcome these 
challenges, he informed that CFC is encouraging LLDCs to invest in the productive sectors by strategically 
re-investing commodity derived incomes. He explained that the CFC is targeting SMEs to help them scale 
up on the value chains. Mr. Braga highlighted that 19 projects were approved in LLDCs since 2014, totalling 
$49.2 million, with $15.3 million committed by the CFC. Looking forward, he noted that CFC is expecting 
to commit a further $60 million for projects in the next five years, of which $16 million will be for 
development of innovative enterprise in commodity sectors in LLDCs. These projects are expected to 
benefit nearly 300,000 individuals, mostly smallholder farmers, with an emphasis on gender equality and 
increased annual income across the board. 

Mr. Braga discussed the current efforts by the CFC in ensuring value chains in LLDCs stay active in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic by supporting SMEs, and closely monitoring the situation of the commodity 
producers and actively engaging with its borrowers to understand the particularities of their challenges. 
To ensure these efforts continue to prosper, the CFC intends to implement an emergency liquidity facility 
of $2 million as mitigation support to current projects impacted by the pandemic. Mr. Braga ensured the 
CFC’s continued efforts in supporting SMEs in developing countries moving forward, helping to create 
more resilient and diversified economic ecosystems wherever their projects are located.  

Mr. Jens Hügel, the representative of IRU appreciated the recent call by UN-OHRLLS and other UN entities 
for smooth transit and transport facilitation for LLDCs. He emphasized the distressed economic situation 
of many LLDCs, made worse by the COVID-19 pandemic, in particular for the road transport industry. He 
noted a revenue decline of 40% for goods transport during confinement period; empty running increasing 
by up to 40%; new contracts declining by more than 60%, and tourist coach, long-distance and school 
transport operations down essentially 100%.  

Mr. Hügel stated that the most immediate problem facing many road transport operators is liquidity, with 
demand falling dramatically during the pandemic, leaving 80% of these SMEs on the brink of insolvency. 
He added that if these companies go bankrupt, their essential services will not be readily available when 
economic recovery begins. He stressed that it is imperative that governments implement and facilitate 
dedicated financial support programmes for transport operators accompanied by effective, targeted, non-
fiscal measures. He expressed IRU readiness to work in PPP with UN organisations and governments to 
support the accelerated implementation of the VPoA, including to support accession to UN TIR Convention 
which currently only 11 LLDCs have ratified; accelerating implementation of digital TIR procedures and 
expediting penetration of other electronic transport documents such as e-permits and e-visa. He added 
that IRU is already supporting implementation of concrete e-corridor projects in Mongolia and 
Afghanistan. 

Ms. Thilly De Bodt, the representative of ICAO emphasized the importance of air transport for global 
mobility and connectivity, trade and tourism, in particular for the LLDCs. She noted that global economic 
recovery from the pandemic is highly contingent on the recovery of the aviation industry. She informed 
that ICAO supported the repatriation of nationals, as well as delivery of needed medical goods and food. 
She highlighted that the ICAO Council's Aviation Recovery Task Force (CART) was created to help Member 
States start up their aviation industry in order to ensure safe and sustainable recovery, through practical 
guidelines. She noted that these “Take Off Guidelines” look at issues of safety, health, personnel, 
passengers and are meant to help guide Governments’ support for their aviation sectors, as well as how 
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to deal with border restrictions and travel restrictions, enhance cross-sectoral coordination and employ 
necessary financial measures. Ms. De Bodt noted that to implement these guidelines, ICAO is producing 
hands-on implementation packages that offer standardized guidance, including materials, tools, training 
and technical assistance. She concluded that ICAO is looking at UN entities to support the roll-out of these 
implementation packages and expressed readiness to look into the roll-out specifically for LLDCs. She 
concluded by promising to send inputs to the Roadmap by 30 June.    

Mr. Yoshinobu Takei, the representative of DOALOS outlined DOALOS’s main role, as the secretariat for 
UNCLOS, to provide support to States with a view to promoting better understanding of UNCLOS, its wider 
acceptance, uniform and consistent application and effective implementation and also assists Member 
States in their efforts to derive benefits from the legal regime reflected. He stressed that many provisions 
of UNCLOS are aimed to ensure access to and from the sea and transit by LLDCs, and that there are a 
number of benefits derived from becoming party to UNCLOS; however, 12 LLDCs are not yet party to it. 
He highlighted that it is crucial that the Roadmap facilitates the provision of support to LLDCs to become 
party to UNCLOS and fully benefit from the oceans. He mentioned that DOALOS, together with OHRLLS, 
have been engaged in various activities, such as briefings to LLDCs to provide information on UNCLOS and 
the importance of becoming party to it and expressed readiness of DOALOS to provide further support to 
LLDCs or others seeking to join UNCLOS. 

Through written inputs, UN ECE informed on their contribution to the accelerated implementation of the 
VPoA. ECE announced that the GIS-based International Transport Infrastructure Observatory which it has 
been developing for several years will soon become operational. ECE is participating in a UNDA project 
which among others focuses on the accelerated implementation of the eTIR International System 
application. Together with ECO, and with funding of the IsDB ECE will soon launch the implementation of 
a technical assistance project aimed at promoting accession to e-CMR protocol by ECO member States. 
Through offering a targeted inter-regional/inter-governmental platform (in the framework of WP.5), ECE 
is supporting implementation of a set of practical and policy-oriented measures to strengthen 
management of inland transport corridor operationalization between Europe and Asia. An ongoing UNDA 
project on the Development of Sustainable Inland Transport Connectivity Indicators was noted as well.  
The indicators which are being piloted in Georgia, Kazakhstan, Serbia, Jordan and Paraguay aim at 
providing a practical tool for policy makers enabling them to more effectively assess their countries` 
degree of economic connectivity and evaluate progress in implementation of the transport related SDGs 
and the VPoA.  Once finalised the indicators will also be put at the disposal of other LLDC and transit 
developing countries. ECE emphasized its interest to team up with OHRLLS in a possible UNDA project on 
quantifying transport costs for LLDCs. ECE, in the framework of a designated group of experts, is also 
conducting analytical work and research on impacts of climate change on transport assets and operations 
and identification of most suitable adaptation measures. On COVID-19, UNECE with the support of WHO 
established an Informal Multidisciplinary Advisory Group Meeting on Transport Responses, which 
gathered for the first time on 9 June 2020 to discuss the challenges and experiences in view of the COVID-
19 pandemic, re-opening of cross-border traffic and possible recommendations to increase transport 
authorities’ preparedness for and resilience to future outbreaks 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS, concluded that the Roadmap will be revised based on the 
inputs and comments received. He reiterated that it will remain a living document and stressed the 
importance of delivering on the activities listed in the mapping in order to accelerate the implementation 
of the VPoA.  
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Strengthening the working methods of the IACG 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS introduced the agenda item, noting that the purpose is to kick-
start a discussion within the IACG on ways to further enhance cooperation and working methods of the 
IACG. He recalled that the Chair of LLDCs in his recent meeting with the UN Secretary-General called for 
concerted, coherent and well-coordinated actions by the UN system to support efforts of LLDCs to 
implement the VPoA. He informed that OHRLLS recently underwent a review by OIOS, which 
recommended to improve the working mechanism of the IACG in order to foster greater synergy and 
improve coordination among UN system agencies and improve accountability of the UN system in their 
support to LLDCs. He added that a key aspect was to improve the thematic focus of the IACG and noted 
that the Roadmap should help many of these improvements to be enacted. He informed that OHRLLS is 
working on developing draft terms of reference on how to improve the functioning of the IACG, which will 
be shared within the IACG for feedback.  

Mr. Raúl Torres, the representative of WTO gave a brief comment concerning the working mechanism of 
the IACG. His initial feedback was very positive, highlighting the group’s effectiveness in providing a 
platform for agencies to collaborate and update each other to coordinate efforts, which WTO also 
reflected in the questionnaire sent by the Joint Inspection Unit in the context of the review of the UN 
system support to LLDCs. One suggestion proposed was to follow up IACG meetings with bilateral or 
plurilateral meetings with the agencies working under different priorities to go further in depth on the 
topics under which these agencies can offer specific advice and support. Mr. Torres stated that for 
example the WTO and UN ECE organized a series of bilateral meetings between staff to brief each other 
on the progress of certain projects and exchange information.  

AOB and Closing session 

Mr. Raúl Torres, the representative of WTO gave an update on a new website by WTO, ITC and UNCTAD 
to be launched hopefully before the end of summer that will allow for real-time tracking of progress on 
trade-related SDG progress. Mr. Torres highlighted that filters by economic regions and groups such as 
LLDCs and SIDS will be available on the site.  

Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the LDCs, 
LLDCs and SIDS closed the meeting by thanking all agencies for attending and actively participating in the 
meeting. She reiterated that effective support of the UN system and greater collaboration will be required 
to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic on LLDCs and support safe and sustainable recovery. She 
appreciated all the comments and inputs on the Roadmap, noting that the consolidated version of the 
Roadmap will be released after all feedback has been received by the 30 June deadline. She reiterated 
that a side event will be organized by OHRLLS and the Chair of LLDCs during the upcoming HLPF focused 

on the Roadmap in the era of Decade for Action and COVID-19. She added that the draft terms of 
reference for the IACG will be circulated shortly for comments and suggestions to improve the 
effectiveness of the IACG were welcome. She concluded that the date and format of next IACG meeting 
will be announced in due course.  

Way forward  

• Incorporate feedback and inputs submitted by agencies by 30 June into the Roadmap 
• Share the consolidated Roadmap with the IACG 
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• Submit the consolidated Roadmap to the LLDC Chair for consideration of the LLDC Group during 
the HLPF Side Event on 9 July  

• Invite all IACG organizations to the HLPF Side Event on 9 July  
• Prepare and share draft terms of reference for the IACG 
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Ms. Petal Thomas, Multilateral Affairs Specialist, Email: pthomas@unfpa.org  
 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
Mr. Victor Djemba, Chief, Regional Division – Africa, Email: V.DJEMBA@unido.org  
Mr. Manuel Mattiat, Regional Division – Africa, Email: M.MATTIAT@unido.org  
 
United Nations Office of the UN SG’s Special Advisor on Digital Cooperation 
Ms. Sophie Pilgrim, Email: pilgrims@un.org  

mailto:nogara@un.org
mailto:powellj1@un.org
mailto:eunhee.lee@un.org
mailto:mawuse-oliver.barker-vormawor@un.org
mailto:takei@un.org
mailto:eunice.kamwendo@undp.org
mailto:luisa.bernal@undp.org
mailto:chaltu.daniel.kalbessa@undp.org
mailto:ikome@un.org
mailto:karonga@un.org
mailto:veerawin.su@un.org
mailto:chinyama@un.org
mailto:gabriel.perez@un.org
mailto:paddison@un.org
mailto:bolesta@un.org
mailto:murillom@un.org
mailto:angela.mwandia@un.org
mailto:MMaletjane@unfccc.int
mailto:pthomas@unfpa.org
mailto:V.DJEMBA@unido.org
mailto:M.MATTIAT@unido.org
mailto:pilgrims@un.org
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United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) 
Ms. Sarah O’Neill, Partnerships Assistant, New York Liaison Office, Email: saraho@unops.org 
 
United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 
Mr. Tarik Iziraren, Deputy Director, Policy and Strategic Partnership, Email: tarik.iziraren@unossc.org 
 
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Mr. Samiti Siv, Programme Officer, Institutional Relations and Partnerships, Email: ssiv@unwto.org  
 
World Bank Group (WBG) 
Mr. Nicholas Bian, International Affairs Officer, NY Office, Email: nbian@worldbank.org   
 
World Customs Organization (WCO) 
Ms. Vyara Filipova, Technical Attaché at the WCO’s Compliance and Facilitation Directorate, Email: 
Vyara.Filipova@wcoomd.org 
 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
Mr. DUONG Chi Dung, Director, Division for LDCs, Department of Africa and LDCs, Email: 
chidung.duong@wipo.int 
Mr. Purevdorj Vaanchig, Senior Counsellor, Division for LDCs, Department of Africa and LDCs, Email: 
purevdorj.vaanchig@wipo.int  
 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, Director, Development Division, Email: Shishir.priyadarshi@wto.org 
Mr. Raúl Torres, Counsellor, Development Division, Email: raul.torres@wto.org 
 
United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries, and Small Island States (UN-OHRLLS) 
Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for LDCs, 
LLDCs and SIDS 
Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, Email: schroderus-fox@un.org   
Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Email: erdenebileg@un.org  
Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Management Officer, Email: mutangadura@un.org   
Ms. Nnana Pheto, Economic Affairs Officer, Email: pheto@un.org  
Ms. Dagmar Hertova, Programme Management Officer, Email: hertova@un.org  
Mr. Kyle Louis, Economic Affairs Intern, Email: kyle.louis@un.org  
 
Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan to the United Nations 
H.E. Mr. Kairat Umarov, Permanent Representative of Kazakhstan to the UN 
Mr. Nurzhan Rakhmetov, First Secretary, Email: nurzhandf@gmail.com   

mailto:saraho@unops.org
mailto:tarik.iziraren@unossc.org
mailto:ssiv@unwto.org
mailto:nbian@worldbank.org
mailto:Vyara.Filipova@wcoomd.org
mailto:chidung.duong@wipo.int
mailto:purevdorj.vaanchig@wipo.int
mailto:Shishir.priyadarshi@wto.org
mailto:raul.torres@wto.org
mailto:schroderus-fox@un.org
mailto:erdenebileg@un.org
mailto:mutangadura@un.org
mailto:pheto@un.org
mailto:hertova@un.org
mailto:kyle.louis@un.org
mailto:nurzhandf@gmail.com
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Annex II: Agenda 

 
Tenth Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 

 
23 June 2020 

Virtual meeting (via Microsoft Teams) 

 
 

9:00 – 9:20 Opening Session 

Moderator: Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS 

• Opening remarks and update on the outcome of the midterm review of 

the implementation of the VPoA by Ms. Fekitamoeloa ‘Utoikamanu, 

Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and 

SIDS 

• Remarks by Chair of the Group of LLDCs, H.E. Mr. Kairat Umarov 

9:20 – 11:00 Consultations on the UN Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action in its remaining five years, including UN 

system support to LLDCs on COVID-19 impacts 

Moderator: Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS 

• Presentation of the Draft Roadmap by Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, 

UN-OHRLLS 

• Comments by participating organizations on the Roadmap and brief 

updates on response to the impacts of COVID-19 on LLDCs 

11:00 – 11:15 Strengthening the working methods of the IACG 

Moderator: Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS 

• Introduction by UN-OHRLLS 

• Comments and discussion by participating organizations 

11:15 – 11:30 AOB and closing 

Moderator: Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS 

• Concluding remarks by Ms. Fekitamoeloa ‘Utoikamanu, USG and High 

Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS 

 

 


