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A. Introduction 

The Fifth Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs was held in New York on 4 October 2017. The meeting was 

organized by the United Nations Office of the High-Representative for Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The IACG provided a 

platform for the participating organizations to update each other on the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action (VPoA), as well as consult on ways of fostering collaboration in forthcoming 

activities related to the implementation of the VPoA. 

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-

Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 

Countries and Small Island Developing States. The meeting was attended by participants from 26 

different institutions as shown in the participant list in annex 1. The meeting followed the agenda 

presented in annex 2. 

B. Opening Session 

Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General, and High Representative for the 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS welcomed all participants to the meeting and expressed appreciation to all the 

organizations for their contributions to the implementation of the VPoA. She noted that inter-agency 

collaboration and coordination are a very important undertaking for the effective implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action. OHRLLS is committed to undertaking advocacy efforts, raise awareness of 

LLDCs issues and support the mobilization of international support and resources for the effective 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. She underscored the importance of continued 

focus on coherence in the follow-up and monitoring processes of the 2030 Agenda and the Vienna 

Programme, as well as other global agreements and processes. She also looked forward to the dialogue 

in this regard.  

At the regional and global levels, she pointed out that ECA, ESCAP, ECLAC, UNCTAD as well as a number 

of UN agencies have already taken formal steps to mainstream the VPoA, which is a fundamental step in 

the right direction that we should follow. She also quoted that we must all “think globally, act locally.” 

She informed that some countries have made good progress in mainstreaming the VPoA. She stressed 

that mainstreaming process requires all the relevant stakeholders at national and regional levels to get 

fully engaged in the implementation of SDGs and the Vienna Programme of Action, not only the public 

sector, but also the private sector and all civil society, which is consistent with the goal of  leaving no 

one behind. Ms. Fekitamoeloa encouraged organizations to find concrete action points and facilitate 

additional support for national level mainstreaming. For example, she explained how she has discussed 

with UNDP on how to join hands to include mainstreaming of the VPoA when UNDP undertakes its SDG 

mainstreaming activities in the LLDCs, through the MAPS process.  

Ms ‘Utoikamanu also listed several international fora that addressed issues relevant to the LLDCs since 

last meeting, such as the 2017 Special Meeting of ECOSOC on “Innovations in Infrastructure 

Development and Promoting Sustainable Industrialization, the 2017 session of the High-Level political 

Forum, and so on. She reiterated that OHRLLS also advocated for the special needs of LLDCs at the Belt 
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and Road Forum in May in China, the WTO Sixth Global Review of Aid for Trade, Energy EXPO in Astana, 

Kazakhstan and the World Customs Organization Global Transit Conference in July. She also welcomed 

the entry into force of the Agreement on the Establishment of the International Think Tank for LLDCs.  

She pointed out that it is necessary to give support to the LLDCs to mainstream their concerns into 

major United Nations processes in particular the HLPF, Financing for Development Follow-up, the Global 

Infrastructure Forum, WTO negotiations, meetings on South-South Cooperation and others, which is 

necessary to accelerate progress towards the achievement of the SDGs. She highlighted the importance 

of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement which came into force in February 2017, and stressed that it is 

crucial that countries that have not yet ratified it do so as early as possible to maximize the impact of 

the Agreement. She noted that the HLPF will continue to be an important forum for the LLDCs to bring 

up their special needs, also calling for the Global Infrastructure Forum to take into account LLDC needs. 

Finally, she called on all the organizations to collaborate together and combine UN system capacities to 

support LLDCs in helping them enhance their voice, and to better collaborate to partner for the 

implementation of the VPoA, and in particular for the upcoming mid-term review of the VPoA in late 

2019 or early 2020. 

In his statement, H.E. Ambassador Lazarous Kapambwe, Permanent Representative of Zambia and 

Chair of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries, recognized some critical challenges that LLDCs 

are facing, stemming from the inherent lack of direct access to the sea leading to marginalization from 

major trade, transportation and services networks. In order to overcome these difficulties, targeted 

interventions in the LLDCs are necessary to allow these countries to achieve sustainable development. 

He underscored the importance of full and effective implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 

and 2030 Agenda, as well as other global development frameworks and ensuring coherence. He 

affirmed that the successful implementation of the VPoA requires in particular concerted effort and 

strong response of the UN system, specialized agencies and international organizations that have a 

critical role to support the LLDCs in addressing the special needs and challenges of landlockedness.  

He further pointed out that multilateral financial and development institutions and regional 

development banks have been invited to establish dedicated infrastructure funding for LLDCs and 

provide a special window for allocation of resources for infrastructure development and maintenance, 

as well as, to undertake analytical work and provide the needed support towards better project 

preparation and implementation of priorities according to national development programmes and 

strategies. He also highlighted the importance of the agencies’ support for the International Think Tank 

for LLDCs, as well as their participation in future ECOSOC meetings.  

He concluded by saying that the mid-term review provides such a great opportunity to reaffirm the 

commitment of the international community to the special needs of LLDCs and to spur acceleration of 

the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. At the same time, he called on the inter-agency 

group to continue to advocate for the needs of LLDCs, to enhance their support to the Group and 

actively engage in the mid-term review. 
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C. Update on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the LLDCs 

The Director of UN-OHRLLS, Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox informed that UN-OHRLLS is mandated with the 

monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and coordinating 

the annual process to prepare the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action. She explained that the report shows the progress made in areas such as acceding 

to key trade and transport facilitation agreements, reducing travel time along corridors, enhanced 

regional cooperation efforts, improvements in private sector development; but also some regression 

such as declining share of LLDCs exports, de-industrialization trends, and declining aid and foreign 

investment to LLDCs, as well as where much more efforts is needed, such as closing the infrastructure 

gap and diversifying the LLDC economies. 

She then provided a brief overview of the events and activities that UN-OHRLLS organized since the last 

IACG in February 2017: 

• In collaboration with WCO and IRU, OHRLLS organized a High-Level Meeting for the Euro-Asia Region 

in March 2017, which came out with number of recommendations on cooperation on transit 

infrastructure and corridors, international trade and trade facilitation, legal framework for transit, 

promoting customs cooperation, enhancing partnership and enhancing the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda. It was an important platform to share experiences between LLDCs and transit 

countries, especially given that it was hosted by a transit country. 

• The side event on Enhancing the role of the private sector in the implementation of the VPoA and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the margins of the 2017 ECOSOC Forum on 

Financing for Development Follow-up in May was organized together with the LLDC Chair, IRU, IFC 

and ITC.  

• OHRLLS also organized a side event during the Oceans Conference in June on enhancing the 

participation of the landlocked states in the implementation of SDG 14 in collaboration with the 

Chair of LLDC.  

• In order to raise awareness of the importance of the sustainable development of transport and 

infrastructure for the LLDCs, OHRLLS organized two side events during this year’s HLPF session in 

July: 1) A side event on SDG9 entitled Accelerating Inclusive and Sustainable Development in LLDCs 

through Structural Transformation, organized with UNIDO and Missions of Zambia and Austria to 

examine how LLDCs can develop and implement infrastructure and industrialization policies to fast-

track the industrialization process. 2) As part of the partnership with ICAO, DESA, World Bank and 

Air Action Transport Group, OHRLLS organized a High-Level Briefing on Aviation Contributions to 

Sustainable Development in Countries in Special Situations, which focused on how to prioritize 

aviation in national development plans, global efforts to develop sustainable aviation in LLDCs and 

how to facilitate access to funding of sustainable aviation development projects, including through 

public private partnerships, multilateral financing and North-South and South-South cooperation.  

• OHRLLS also organized a side event with World Customs Organization (WCO) on the importance of 

Efficient Transit Cooperation for the Achievement of the SDGs by LLDCs in July in Brussels, which 

underscored the importance of investing in soft infrastructure and regional cooperation in achieving 
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efficient transit and improved trade facilitation for the LLDCs and launched the WCO Transit 

Guidelines.  

• The Annual Meeting of Foreign Ministers of Landlocked Developing Countries was organized 

together with the Chair of LLDCs during the General Assembly high-level week in September and it 

adopted a very ambitious Ministerial declaration encompassing the areas of the VPoA and calling for 

international support in a number of areas such as infrastructure development, technology transfer, 

aid for trade and trade facilitation, implementing industrial policies, climate change mitigation and 

capacity building, among other issues. 

 

In his statement, Mr. Odbayar, Ambassador-at-Large and Interim Director of the International Think 

Tank for LLDCs gave a brief update on the entry into force of the Multilateral Agreement on the 

Establishment of an International Think Tank and the next steps. He recalled that the idea of having a 

think tank for LLDCs was initiated by the President of Mongolia in 2006. In July 2009, the think tank, the 

first ever international intergovernmental organization for LLDCs headquartered in Mongolia, was 

officially launched in Ulaanbaatar by H.E. Ban Ki-moon, then Secretary-General. He emphasized that the 

operations of the Think Tank started in 2012 under its Interim Management, with a view to promote the 

ratifications and work towards full operationalization. He noted that although there have been 

challenges in working towards ensuring ratification of the Agreement by 32 countries, they will continue 

to work on promoting the ratifications as well as undertake research and issue publications. 

Mr. Odbayar highlighted the importance of ratifying the Multilateral Agreement on the establishment of 

an International Think Tank so that countries can take full advantage of this platform. He explained that 

the Multilateral Agreement has fulfilled the legal requirement of having a minimum of 10 accessions and 

/or ratifications from LLDCs and that the agreement will enter into force on 6 October 2017. He also 

informed that Bhutan, as a next potential member, has ratified the Agreement in its low chamber of 

parliament and the Parliament of Bhutan will ratify it by the end of November. He mentioned that other 

potential members include Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, as well as Ethiopia, Niger and Lesotho. He further 

gave a brief overview of the next steps for the Think Tank, as follows:  

• The Multilateral Agreement for the Establishment of an International Think Tank for LLDCs will 

enter into force on 6 October 2017. 

• The Think Tank will work with member states to ensure they select and appoint a governor for 

the board of the International Think Tank. 

• The First meeting of the board will be held in March 2018, when the statute of the Think Tank, 

staff recruitment, financial management system and rules of procedure will be discussed and 

the Executive secretary will be appointed.  

• The inaugural meeting of the International Think Tank in Mongolia is planned to take place in 

June 2018, including a ceremony of signing the HCA with the Government of Mongolia.  

He finally noted that the interim secretariat stands ready to explore different ways of cooperation with 

UN organizations and called on the UN system and other international organizations to support the 

International Think Tank, noting it can be an important tool, platform and valuable partner.  
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Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director of Division for Africa of Least Developed Countries and Special 

Programmes in UNCTAD, listed several activities that UNCTAD is undertaking in line with VPoA. On 

transit policy, he mentioned that UNCTAD continues to work closely with at least 23 LLDCs to implement 

UNCTAD’s Automated System for Customs Data programme (ASYCUDA) system. He noted that UNCTAD 

implemented a project to strengthen sustainability in freight transport in the northern and central 

African transport corridors, benefiting 5 LLDCs and is on the verge of initiating a project on the Ethiopia-

Djibouti corridor, together with the EIF, for which they should receive clearance before the end of the 

year. He noted that UNCTAD has worked closely in collaboration with OHRLLS and CFC, to organize side 

event during the High-Level Seminar on sustainable energy for all in LLDCs in Vienna in October 2016. 

On international trade aspect, UNCTAD has assisted 6 LLDCs that ratified the TFA in its implementation 

through capacity building programme to develop national trade facilitation committees. On regional 

integration, several LLDCs continue to benefit from targeted policy advice provided by UNCTAD on trade 

policy and regional integration. 

On structural economic transformation, noting that 24 LLDCs are commodity dependent, Mr. Akiwumi 

stressed the need to assist LLDCs with diversifying their economies and integrating more closely to 

global value chains. He mentioned a study providing detailed policy-recommendations on how to 

integrate into global value chains published with support from CFC. He also mentioned UNCTAD’s major 

development account project to build productive capacities in the fisheries sectors in LDCs, which 

directly benefits at least one LLDC. He highlighted that UNCTAD continues its work to develop 

indicators to benchmark productive capacities, mentioning a workshop in February 2017 in Botswana 

focused on the use of the Productive Capacity Index as a tool for policymaking to unlock the potential to 

foster productive capacities and structural transformation. He also mentioned there will be an expert 

meeting in November to discuss this issue further. He further pointed out that it is necessary to look at 

different modes of cooperation, such as UNCTAD is doing through building regional centers of 

excellence for training on fisheries sector development. He finally assured that UNCTAD will continue to 

look at developing close partnerships and keeping actively engaged with many organizations. 

Mr. Paul Maseli, Director and Representative of UNIDO to the UN and other International 

Organizations in New York, noted that UNIDO is committed to supporting LLDCs on their path to 

industrialization, thus continuously contributing to structural transformation of their economies. He 

emphasized that ongoing discussions on the reform of the UN System have revealed that the UN system 

delivery is very strong in the social sphere, but lacks in the economic and environmental dimensions.  

Since structural transformation is very important to LLDCs and has featured in many developmental 

frameworks, attention should be paid to the discussions to ensure that the UN system is strengthened 

enough to assist developing countries on the issue of structural transformation. 

He then gave an overview of UNIDO’s support to LLDCs. Firstly, he highlighted that UNIDO is determined 

to contribute to international policy dialogue and providing policy advisory services to LLDCs 

Governments, while mainstreaming industrialization into their national development plans through its 

technical cooperation activities and contribution to General Assembly resolutions, global forums and 

agendas. For example, he noted the report for G20 Summit in September 2016, on Industrialization in 

Africa and LDCs - Boosting growth, creating jobs, promoting inclusiveness and sustainability and the 

launch of the Third Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA3) in 2016; noting that majority of 

the LDCs in Africa are also LLDCs.  
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Secondly, he mentioned that UNIDO continues to deliver its technical assistance through it’s Country 

Programmes (CPs) and from 2014, Programme for Country Partnership (PCP). He highlighted the 

achievements of the PCP in Ethiopia focused on integrated agro-industrial parks; programme in Armenia 

for supporting youth entrepreneurship which is providing training for 300 youths; youth programme in 

Mali together with UNDP; programme in Rwanda where UNIDO has established community processing 

centres; programme in South Sudan for upgrading the fisheries sector and programme in Bolivia aimed 

at improving food safety for children. 

Thirdly, he illustrated that UNIDO has organized and participated in various global forums in 2015 and 

2016, which were directly targeted at world most vulnerable countries, including LLDCs. For example, he 

mentioned that UNIDO and the Ethiopian government organized the 1st International Agro-Industry 

Investment Forum from 5 to 7 October 2016, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia where around 160 B2B meetings 

between Ethiopian companies and foreign investors took place, facilitated by UNIDO. He emphasized 

that UNIDO contributed to and co-organized the High-Level Seminar on “Accelerating Sustainable 

Energy for All in Landlocked Developing Countries through Innovative Partnerships” on 24 and 25 

October with Austria, UN-OHRLLS, UNIDO and SE4All.  

Finally, Mr. Maseli mentioned that in November 2016 UNIDO published a brochure on their 

interventions in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, which concludes with a discussion of the future path for these 

countries, emphasizing issues that development strategies must address in order to reach their goal of 

poverty eradication and increased prosperity. He affirmed that UNIDO will continue to deliver its 

experience, expertise, and guidance to the world’s most economically vulnerable countries as they seek 

to promote inclusive and sustainable industrial development as a pathway to poverty eradication and 

prosperity. 

In his statement, Mr. Raul Torres, WTO, provided a briefing on two areas of WTO's work that have a 

direct impact on LLDCs and implementation of the VPOA: trade facilitation and aid for trade. He noted 

that the Agreement of Trade Facilitation has now entered into force and the process of implementation 

has begun with the creation on 16 May of a Trade Facilitation Committee. He mentioned that 121 

Members, including 19 LLDCs, and 20 transit developing countries have ratified the Protocol. He 

explained how looking at commitments made by LLDCs and transit developing countries under three key 

articles in the TFA (Article 11 on Freedom of Transit; Article 8 on Border Agency Cooperation; and Article 

12 on Customs Cooperation) can already provide an idea of how the TFA is being implemented and the 

concrete befits if may bring to LLDCs. He further noted that WTO has received total of 99 notifications of 

Category A commitments so far, including 20 from LLDCs, but only 4 LLDCs would be ready to fully 

implement Article 8 (and 2 LLDCs partially), 8 LLDCs Article 12 and 6 LLDCs Article 11 (5 partially). Out of 

22 notifications submitted by transit developing countries, 8 are fully ready to implement Article 11 (9 

partially), 7 Article 8 (2 partially) and 11 countries Article 12 (1 partially). 

He highlighted that the importance of LLDCs and transit developing countries to indicate their capacity 

building needs, including by submitting notifications under category C, so they can take full advantage of 

the technical assistance and capacity building facilities available to implement the TFA and called on 

partner Agencies to continue the work in assisting LLDCs and transit countries to identify their needs 

and submit categorization notifications. He noted that WTO had received 27 Category B notifications 

and 20 category C notifications, including 6 from LLDCs both categories.   
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Mr. Torres mentioned the 2017 edition of the Global Review of Aid for Trade held in WTO on 11 to 13 

July, where DG Azevêdo reiterated the central role that trade plays in delivering growth, reducing 

poverty and achieving the SDGs, setting out strong case for Aid for Trade. The  OECD-WTO Aid for Trade 

at a Glance publication for 2017 focused on the importance of bridging the digital divide. He noted that 

the Review reflected on various issues such as digital and physical infrastructure, e-commerce, 

investment, inclusiveness, MSMEs, public-private partnership, the SDGs, supply-side capacity, trade 

facilitation and trade finance, some of which are tied to particular interest for LLDCs. He indicated that 

the sessions dedicated to Trade Facilitation topped the list of themes discussed with nine sessions in 

total and that digital connectivity was another prominent theme at this year's Review, featuring as the 

main topic of seven sessions. 

With regards to the potential deliverables for the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference, he noted that the 

issue where more progress has been made is fisheries subsidies, but some progress is registered on 

domestic agricultural support and domestic regulations in services. Finally, he also mentioned that the 

WTO Deputy Director-General Agah will be in New York on 10 November at the invitation of the OHRLLS 

to provide a briefing on preparations for MC11. 

Mr. Erdenebileg of UN-OHRLLS pointed out that LDCs and LLDCs are planning to organize trade ministers 

meeting at the side-lines of the MC11 and that UN-OHRLLS USG is also planning to participate and 

attend the meetings. 

Ms. Jaehyang So, Senior Advisor to Mahmoud Mohieldin, Senior Vice President of World Bank Group, 

firstly expressed appreciation for organizations for cooperation in the various initiatives, noting the 

overarching themes of connectivity and cooperation. She stressed that TFA is a milestone achievement 

and the World Bank is delighted to support all countries to gain benefits from its implementation. She 

pointed out that the support from World Bank is led by the trade facilitation support programme, 

funded through Australia, Canada, EU, Norway, Switzerland, UK and USA and launched in 2014. She 

emphasized that the World Bank is the largest provider of cooperation for financing globally  

She stressed that the Transport and ICT portfolio of the World Bank is $42 billion, with 217 projects in 78 

countries and that $12.4 billion went to projects related to LLDCs. In particular, she noted that in 2017 

29 LLDCs are benefitting from lending project and advisory and technical assistance projects, with the 

number of LLDCs increasing from 26 in 2016. Ms. So indicated that the efforts on technology have to 

increase, given that technology advances are unprecedented and can bring down the cost of 

infrastructure development for LLDCs. She reaffirmed that the World Bank will continue to increase 

partnerships with the aim to benefit LLDCs. 

Mr. Kavazeua U. Katjomuise, Senior Economic Affairs Officer of OSAA underscored the importance of 

the full implementation of the VPoA, which will also contribute to the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development as well as the AU Agenda 2063. He then highlighted several 

activities of OSAA for the implementation of the VPoA. Firstly, he mentioned that Africa is facing 

significant challenges across all the infrastructure subsections: roads, power, ICTs, water and sanitation 

and that overcoming the infrastructure deficit will be a key to unleashing Africa's enormous potential, 

but that the key constraint to infrastructure development is lack of finance. He mentioned that in this 

context, OSAA organized a meeting in Addis Ababa on the Potential Role of Pension Funds in 

Infrastructure Development in Africa in collaboration with the African Union, ECA, NEPAD and OECD. He 

also pointed out that OSAA together with the NEPAD published a report on the subject, providing a set 
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of policy recommendations to African governments and pension fund managers on how to leverage 

their growing pension funds for financing infrastructure development. 

Secondly, he noted that OSAA contributes to the VPoA through monitoring, reviewing and reporting on the 

implementation of commitments made towards Africa's development. He stated that the General 

Assembly through its resolution 66/293 of 17 October 2012 established the United Nations monitoring 

mechanism (UNMM) to review implementation of commitments made towards Africa’s development 

arising from UN conferences and summits in the economic, social and related areas, including those 

from the IPoA and VPoA. He further explained that the 2016 biennial report of the UNMM reviewed 

commitments in the areas of infrastructure development, gender equality and women empowerment, 

achieving a conflict free Africa, trade and regional integration. The 2018 report will review areas of 

industrialization and regional integration, financing for development, health, water and sanitation. 

Thirdly, he underscored OSAA’s advocacy and mobilization of international support for Africa's 

development, by working with the AU, ECA and the NEPAD Agency to change the narrative on Africa. He 

noted that in collaboration with Africa Investor, NEPAD organized the Africa-US Investment dialogue on 

the margins of the 71st session of the GA, which brought together African heads of state and US 

investors to dialogue on opportunities and challenges to investing in Africa. He concluded by reaffirming 

OSAA’s continued support to the implementation of the VPoA, IPoA and Samoa Pathway.  

Ms. Kadiatou Sall-Beye, Project Officer for Least Developed Countries of International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU), indicated that ITU has maintained a dedicated programme for the 

LLDCs and special resolutions were adopted regarding the LLDCs. She affirmed the importance of 

providing assistance in the development of ICTs infrastructure and maintenance in LLDCs to address 

several challenges faced by LLDCs and help them benefit from the opportunities of ICTs. She further 

emphasized that ITU is committed to helping the LLDCs in decreasing high transport, ICT infrastructure 

development and trade transaction costs and ensuring appropriate technical standards are developed.                                                                    

 

She then pointed out several key areas of ITU’s focus: 1) In the area of Broadband Wireless Network, ITU 

is deploying ICT applications and providing training for national ICT broadband digital access for schools 

and hospitals in remote areas of Burundi, Burkina Faso, Mali, Rwanda, Swaziland, and Lesotho. 2) ITU is 

pursuing innovative means to use big data as a new data source to carry out pilot studies in selected 

countries that include the LLDCs to produce new and policy-relevant ICT statistics with big data. 3) ITU 

has provided and continues to provide pilot sites and natural disaster early warning systems in Zambia 

used in disseminating alerts for flooding and impending disasters, for public safety and for enhancing 

information dissemination, which will be used to provide communication links during the disaster 

preparedness and response phases of disaster management. 4) ITU provided support for the transition 

from analogue to digital broadcasting through policy regulations and both human and institutional 

capacity building In Bolivia and Paraguay and provided equipment, braille, software, and PCs to help 

students with visual impairments in Zambia. 5) ITU is finalizing two study reports on America’s LLDCs: 

Connectivity challenges and opportunities in Bolivia and Paraguay. 6) ITU assisted Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan and Ethiopia in the area of digital inclusion of people with specific needs through regional 

initiatives. 7) ITU continues to deliver assistance to Moldova, Zimbabwe, Bolivia and Mongolia through 

programmes, regional initiatives and ad-hoc assistance in the area of ICT policies and regulatory 

frameworks. 8) ITU is working to build confidence and security in the use of the ICTs in Uzbekistan, Mali, 

and Nepal to help them in assessing their cybersecurity level and to design national Computer Incidence 
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Response Teams.  9)  Ongoing innovation and partnerships projects have been deployed in Zimbabwe 

and other LLDCs to identify national development agendas in line with the SDGs, and the VPoA to assist 

the LLDCs in formulating projects to integrate telecommunication/ICTs for their connectivity and access. 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ms. Azhar Jaimurzina, head of the Infrastructure Services Unit of the ECLAC Natural Resources and 

Infrastructure Division, described the latest advances in the ECLAC work on data collection, the 

analytical work on the LLDCs in South America, as well as technical cooperation activities and the 

regional dialogue on the VPoA related issues. She noted that development and maintenance of 

infrastructure remains major bottleneck for LLDCs in the ECLAC region. She then highlighted the data on 

public and private infrastructure investment in transport and energy sectors in the South American 

LLDCs and transit countries that is available in the joint ECLAC/IDB/CAF INFRALATAM Database 

(Infralatam.info), and the data on transport infrastructure provision which is made available as part of 

the ECLAC Maritime and Logistics Profile. She noted that the purpose for these data and studies is to 

enhance the capacity to monitor and offer reliable statistics on what is happening in LLDCs and transit 

countries. In terms of trends in infrastructure investment, she noted that there is insufficient level and 

declining trend in recent years. She also referred to upcoming ECLAC studies on the infrastructure 

investment needs and on the performance of the logistics chains in South America, which update 

information on the logistics costs overruns and transit times.  

In terms of the technical assistance, she mentioned the on-gong work on promoting inland navigation in 

the LLDCs and transit countries, as well as the implementation of the UNDA project on the logistics 

integration for a more sustainable use of natural resources. Ms. Jaimurzina further indicated that ECLAC 

is committed to improving regional integration – trying to help highlight LLDC issues in UNASUR and 

working with MDBs and local banks, such as FONPLATA to provide technical assistance to LLDCs. She 

concluded by making a reference to the regional dialogue on Infrastructure Governance, launched at the 

ECLAC Ministerial Meeting on Natural Resources and Infrastructure in November 2016 – a cross-sectoral 

policy dialogue addressing the major challenges in the region’s infrastructure policies, which is of 

particular relevance to the LLDCs. 

In his statement, Mr. André Sceia, Information Systems Officer, TIR secretariat, Sustainable Transport 

Division of UNECE stressed that UNECE has contributed and will continue to contribute to the 

implementation of the VPoA in its various priority areas. He noted that UNECE stands ready to assist all 

the LLDCs to ratify and implement the transport related conventions, recommendations and standards. 

He mentioned that in the framework of the 70th session of the Inland transport Committee in February 

this year, 59 countries (21 of which were non-UNECE) signed the Ministerial Resolution on embracing 

the new era for sustainable inland transport and mobility.  

On priority 1, he highlighted the importance of the TIR Convention, which is the only convention that 

provides an intermodal global transit procedure and will be helpful to LLDCs worldwide. He pointed out 

that the Government of India has submitted its instruments of accession on 15 June 2017, making it the 

71st Contracting Party to the TIR Convention, potentially triggering interest of Nepal and Bhutan. He 

also informed that UNECE and IRU are continuing their collaboration toward the computerization of the 

TIR procedure through the eTIR project, with an upcoming MoU. Furthermore, he noted that a first draft 

of an optional annex which introduces the legal provisions of computerization in the text of the TIR 

Convention, and which will be discussed at the meetings of the TIR bodies next week. The Annex will be 

optional, allowing countries not yet ready to fully embrace computerization to continue with the paper 
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based TIR system until sometime in the future, when they can decide to opt-in. On priority 2, he said 

that UNECE started working on a Transport Infrastructure Observatory, with funding from Islamic 

Development Bank, which will first focus on the Euro-Asian continent and in the future on the Middle-

East and Africa.  

On priority 3, he noted that UNECE standards in the field of international trade, in particular those 

developed by UN/CEFACT, as well as the recommendations such as those on single window, remain 

essential to further facilitate international trade of LLDCs and that capacity building events on these 

topics including for LLDCs are regularly organized. On priority 5, he indicated that UNECE Innovative 

Policies Development Section is currently caring out an Innovation for Sustainable Development Review 

for the Kyrgyz Republic, which will be available by end of this year.  

Mr. Adeyinka Adeyemi, Senior Inter-Regional Adviser, Head of Regional Integration and Infrastructure 

Cluster of UNECA, put an emphasis on the trade facilitation and infrastructure development. On 

infrastructure development, he gave an example of the 16 infrastructure projects for African integration 

which were adopted at the Dakar Financing Summit and started in 2016, almost half of which are LLDC-

owned. On trade facilitation, he noted UNECA is coordinating with NEPAD and AU to support 

development of OSBPs, supported by JICA, as one way to reduce transit times in Africa, promote 

regional integration and enhance trade facilitation. He also mentioned that UNECA is also working on an 

ICT observatory with a view to enhance trade, including amongst many LLDCs. 

Mr. Adeyemi noted the concern that most private sector investors are reluctant to invest in trans-

boundary infrastructure because there are too many complicated policies and regulations and because 

investment in Africa is too risky. He pointed out that in 2015 UNECA received a decision from African 

Heads of States to develop, with NEPAD, a framework to harmonize all the laws, policies and regulations 

on infrastructure development, and that model law for investment in infrastructure is now being 

developed. He highlighted that once the model law is adopted, the process of domestication will start 

with sensitization in selected African countries. 

 

He also stressed the pension funds campaign started by ECA intended to motivate pension funds to 

increase their investment in infrastructure to 5% over five years, from current levels of 1-2%. He also 

noted ECA’s publications in transformative industrial policy for Africa, as well as studies on nexus on 

industrialization and infrastructure, and current projects on harnessing big data for industrialization.  

Finally, he underscored that UNECA will continue to look for partnerships. 

 

In his statement, Mr. Jens Hügel, Head - Goods Transport & Sustainable Development of IRU, thanked 

OHRLLS for the long-standing cooperation and commitment to work with the private sector and noted 

that the collaboration will be institutionalized through the signing of an MoU between IRU and OHRLLS. 

He stressed that transport is key to everyday life, noting that many things have been on truck at one 

point or another. He pointed out the difficulties of transport, such as for example that 57% of road 

transport time is wasted at border crossings, and 38% of costs of transport are taken up by illicit 

payments due to this environment conducive to corruption.   

He emphasized that ensuring efficient customs procedures is a critical challenge for LLDCs and that IRU 

is working closely with OHRLLS, UNECE to promote ratification and effective implementation of UN 

conventions, in particular the TIR convention and the Harmonization Convention. He noted the progress 
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in TIR convention ratifications, with India joining in 2017, following China in 2016 and Pakistan in 2015. 

He expressed hope that Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia will follow suit and that increased interest is 

shown by Bangladesh, Nepal and Sudan. With regards to the CMR Convention, he noted the plans to 

develop e-CMR, supported by IRU, which would ensure more security, greater efficiency and a more 

resilient future for freight mobility. He also mentioned the LDC Technology Bank could include the e-TIR 

and e-CMR as knowledge transfer. He assured that IRU is committed to working with LLDCs to 

effectively implement the conventions in order to leapfrog in their economic development. 

Ms. Riefqah Jappie, ITC Representative to the United Nations in New York, gave a brief introduction to 

what ITC is focusing on these days, in the area of strengthening international competiveness of SMEs 

and working closely with partners on VPoA implementation.  She mentioned three key areas: standards, 

TFA and connectivity. She underscored the importance of resolving the problem of landlockedness while 

also taking into account the needs of people and vulnerable communities within countries. She noted 

ITC’s reports of significance to LLDCs, such as the 2016 SME Competitiveness Outlook focused on 

standards and the 2017 report on regional trade as a door to global trade that was to be launched on 5 

October, noting that ITC is looking into possibilities to create a dedicated chapter looking at 

landlockedness. 

Ms. Jappie highlighted the surveys that ITC conducts on non-tariff measures, including in LLDCs, the 

findings of which can help to better understand the obstacles to trade faced by the LLDCs. She noted 

that ITC is also assisting with raising awareness of the implications of NTMs to business. Moreover, she 

mentioned an ITC Programme in Afghanistan which is assisting to develop national trade export 

strategy. She also mentioned that ITC is looking at e-commerce as new pathway to access markets and 

noted example of Rwanda, where ITC worked with the Government to establish e-commerce portal and 

worked with the SMEs to take advantage of the portal. She also highlighted that ITC is working with Mali 

and Burkina Faso to develop youth entrepreneurship, enhance value addition and address migration 

issues through ethical fashion and SheTrade initiatives. Finally, she reaffirmed that ITC is pleased to 

continue partnership with OHRLLS.  

Ms. Vyara Filipova, Technical Attaché in Compliance and Facilitation Directorate of WCO, gave a brief 

introduction of WCO and mentioned that all 32 LLDCs are WCO Members. She highlighted that during 

the Global Transit Conference held in WCO Headquarters in Brussels on 10-11 July 2017, where over 200 

delegates from more than 80 countries were in attendance, the WCO Transit Guidelines were launched. 

She mentioned that more than 100 transit experts from Customs administrations and international and 

regional organisations (WTO, UNECE, IRU, UNCTAD, UN-OHRLLS, WB, JICA, ADB, AfDB) contributed to 

the development of the Transit Guidelines, which contain 150 guiding principles in 13 sections covering 

all aspects of transit, namely: Legal framework; ICT and efficient information management; Guarantee 

system; Fees and charges; Simplification of formalities; Risk management; Authorised Economic 

Operators; Customs seals and other security measures; Coordinated Border Management; Hard 

infrastructure and equipment; Transparency and anti-corruption; Partnership with business; 

Performance measurement. She noted that while the preceding Transit Handbook answered the 

question “What is efficient transit?”, the Transit Guidelines answered the question “How can efficient 

transit be implemented?”. She noted the Guidelines were developed through a series of workshops.  

She stressed that WCO Capacity building portfolio is implemented through customs to customs 

approach. She noted that WCO had established a Network of Accredited Experts in the area of transit, 
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including some form LLDCs. She mentioned that capacity building is complemented by an e-learning 

course on Transit, which is available on CLiKC! (Customs Learning & Knowledge Community). Ms. 

Filipova also pointed out that WCO provides technical assistance in the implementation of the TFA, 

through Mercator programme, which has two tracks – an overall track and a tailor-made track.  

She further explained that WCO has several plans for future work on Transit—in particular, such as 

organizing a series of regional workshops to promote the implementation of the Transit Guidelines and 

collecting best practices of their implementation which will result in a compendium of national and 

regional best practices in the area of transit, as well as organizing a second Global Transit Conference in 

2020.  

 

D. Way forward and consultations on planned events and activities of 

importance to LLDCs 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, the Chief of UN-OHRLLS started with an overview of the support that 

OHRLLS provides to the LLDC Group in supporting the annual negotiations in the Second Committee on 

the resolution on the Follow-up to the Second UN Conference on LLDCs. He mentioned several issues 

that are likely to feature in the resolution, including mainstreaming of the VPoA and ensuring coherence 

with global agendas; the entry into force of WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and the Agreement on 

the Think Tank for LLDCs; and the upcoming mid-term review of the VPoA. He said that the UN system 

and international organizations will be called upon by the resolution to integrate the VPoA into their 

programmes of work and support LLDCs in VPoA implementation, noting that OHRLLS will also continue 

supporting LLDCs in efforts to reflect their agendas in the HLPF, ECOSOC and other SDG follow-up 

processes.  

He then gave an overview of the upcoming events and activities. He pointed out that the VPoA called for 

a comprehensive high-level midterm review on its implementation, which will be held in late 2019 or 

2020, and preceded by regional review meetings that the regional commissions are expected to take a 

lead role on and encouraged to adopt resolutions on the midterm regional review process. He noted 

that OHRLLS is in discussions with Kazakhstan to host a Meeting of Ministers of Trade and Transport of 

LLDCs in 2018 in preparation for the mid-term review.  

He then highlighted that OHRLLS is planning to organize a briefing for LLDCs on UNCLOS, in collaboration 

with Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea in follow-up to the LLDC side event organized 

during the Oceans Conference where countries emphasised the need to continue to raise awareness on 

the rights and obligations of the LLDCs in UNCLOS and also to build the capacity of the LLDCs. He 

informed that the event is scheduled to be held in December 2017. He noted that OHRLLS is also looking 

into the LLDCs Ministerial in the margins of the WTO Eleventh Ministerial Conference on 10-13 

December in Argentina, to be organized in collaboration with the Government of Paraguay, the 

coordinator of the LLDCs Group on Trade and Development issues in Geneva. In addition, he mentioned 

that the Meeting will adopt a Ministerial Communique, focusing on trade negotiations, the TFA, 

envisioned LLDCs work programme at the WTO and the VPoA implementation.  

The representative of ITT, Mr. Odbayar informed the meeting of the three main topics that the Think 

Tank has been working on, in line with the discussions of the meeting. On Connectivity, he noted the ITT 
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reports to be launched on 6 October on ICT (Azerbaijan), trade and transit (Laos) and transport and 

aviation. On Sea access and port management, he stressed that ITT focused on India-Nepal case and 

collecting best practices as well as things that other LLDCs should not do, when they enter into bilateral 

agreements. On regional cooperation and integration, he noted that ITT has published a paper on 

regional integration and cooperation focused on how the environment would change when China and 

India become part of the TIR. 

The representative of OLA, Ms. Gabriele Goettsche-Wanli, Director, Division for Ocean Affairs and the 

Law of the Sea (DOALOS) said that the side event organized during the Oceans Conference pointed to a 

potential lack of awareness as to how land-locked States, in particular LLDCs, can derive benefits from 

being parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and in this context 

DOALOS welcomed the opportunity to organize a more detailed briefing to raise awareness of the rights 

and obligations of parties under the Convention. She said that DOALOS tries to reach out to target 

countries that are not parties to UNCLOS. She pointed to the voluntary trust funds that can facilitate 

participation of LDCs and LLDCs from their capitals to come to New York to participate in some of the 

intergovernmental processes dealing with ocean issues, including the General Assembly process to 

develop an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on the conservation and sustainable 

use of biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction. She then mentioned a capacity-building 

event to take place in January 2018 to support the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment 

of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, which is important for LLDCs 

since upstream activities have impacts on oceans. She encouraged experts from LLDCs to get involved 

and contribute to the discussions.  

The representative of WTO noted that for the WTO Ministerial Conference, WTO will finance the 

participation of LDCs in the form of a Minister and 2 officials. He highlighted that participation of the UN 

system is an issue as some WTO members block the observation of some IGOs, noting this issue will 

probably not be solved in time for the MC11.  

The representative of CFC, Mr. Andrey Kuleshov, Strategy and Development Advisor, informed that a 

directive from the EU, which will change information flow regarding transaction in commodity markets, 

is coming to effect in few months, with possible implications for LLDCs given that for most LLDCs, 

commodities are main instruments for participations in global trade. He noted that CFC and UNCTAD will 

announce dates for the closing conference of project on role of commodities in LLDCs and invited the 

organizations to join. He also mentioned that CFC approved a commitment to finance first project for 

LLDCs with a development impact bond, focusing on the coffee sector in Uganda. He said that CFC is also 

looking for another organization to complete the impact bond. 

E. Conclusion 

In closing, Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu thanked all the participants for the updates, their 

engagement on LLDC issues and the organizations’ contributions to the implementation of the VPoA. 

She pointed out that some issues require further review and consultation in particular following up on 

translating policy to actual programmes, the ongoing discussion on reform of the UN development 

system, as well as upcoming support for the Think Tank. To resolve the challenges and fully implement 

the VPoA, she encouraged the efforts from the organizations to continue. She also underscored the 
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importance of better understanding of how critical it is to establish coherence with the 2030 agenda. 

Finally, she reaffirmed the need to work collaboratively and utilize the strengths of each of the 

respective organizations in the preparations for the Midterm Review of the implementation of the 

VPoA. 
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