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A. Introduction 

The Third Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and 

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014-2014 

(VPoA) was held in Geneva on 22 June 2016. The meeting was organized by the United Nations 

Office of the High-Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 

Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The IACG provided a platform 

for the participating organizations to update each other on the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action (VPoA), assess the linkages between the VPoA, the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as consult on ways of 

fostering collaboration in activities related to implementation of the VPoA. 

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-

Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. The meeting was attended by 16 

different institutions as shown in the participant list in annex 1. The meeting followed the agenda 

presented in annex 2. 

B. Opening Session 

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya opened the meeting by expressing appreciation to all the attending 

organisations and their attention and importance to the development concerns of the LLDCs. He 

reminded the participants of the last meeting in New York in December 2015 and the historic 

year of 2015 with the adoption of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development with the aim to leave no one behind. He stated that the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda both recognize the special challenges and needs of LLDCs 

and support the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. He mentioned that not only 

are all SDGs relevant for the sustainable development of LLDCs, but there are also sustainable 

development goals with specific reference to LLDCs, including SDG 7 that calls for expanding 

infrastructure and upgrading technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services 

for all; SDG 9 on sustainable and resilient infrastructure development; and SDG 10 on ensuring 

greater assistance to States where the need is greatest. 

 

Mr. Acharya stated that shortly after last meeting, agreements were also reached on the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change and at the WTO Nairobi Ministerial Meeting. He mentioned that 

the adoption and implementation of the Paris Agreement will help LLDCs to build their 

resilience to climate change impacts including desertification, land degradation, droughts and 

flooding, including glacial lake outburst floods. He stressed that the Nairobi Package also has 

important elements, including the Ministerial Decision on the elimination of agricultural export 

subsidies which is particularly significant in improving the global trading environment for the 

LLDCs and that these global frameworks have important provisions for LLDCs and synergies 

with the VPoA. 

 

Mr. Acharya briefly updated the participants on some of the activities that the office has 

undertaken. He indicated the second national workshops on the implementation of the VPoA in 

Mongolia, which included discussions on mainstreaming the VPoA in coherence with the 2030 
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Agenda. He then mentioned retreat for Ambassadors in New York on the Implications of the 

New Global Development Agenda for the LLDCs. He highlighted that it is very encouraging to 

see that the issues of vulnerable countries, including LLDCs, are being incorporated into the 

global discussions. 

 

Mr. Acharya also informed the meeting of the upcoming meetings; the HLPF in New York in 

July 2016 under the theme ‘Ensuring that no one is left behind’, with specific sessions on 

countries in special situations; the Fourteenth session of UNCTAD; the International Conference 

on Sustainable Transport in Turkmenistan; the 2016 Treaty Event; the meeting of Ministers of 

Transport of LLDCs to be held in Bolivia; the Senior Officials Meeting on Promoting 

Sustainable Energy for all in LLDCs to be held in Vienna in October; the Fifth Meeting of 

Ministers of Trade which is taking place tomorrow and Friday at the WTO. He noted that the 

Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Trade will provide an important platform for the LLDCs to engage 

in discussions amongst themselves and with the international organizations on how they can 

improve their trade potential and enhance their ability to harness trade so that it positively 

contributes to their effective implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and their 

achievement of the SDGs. He informed that the meeting will be very highly attended, with 

Ministers or Deputy Minister from 19 of the LLDCs and encouraged that all of participants, as 

well as colleagues and senior management should be attending and actively participating in the 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Acharya highlighted that we all need to remain engaged in the follow-up and 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and he encouraged the organizations to 

provide targeted support to assist the LLDCs in the implementation of the Programme. He noted 

that LLDCs need our concerted efforts now more than ever and we need to support LLDCs in 

raising their profile and their participation in the upcoming meeting of the HLPF. He then 

stressed that we also need to support LLDCs in the ratification and effective implementation of 

the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and we need to come up with joint programmes for this 

particular purpose. 

 

In concluding, Mr. Acharya said he was looking forward to the discussions in this meeting; 

consult on our efforts towards implementation of the VPoA; brief each other on the upcoming 

events and activities of importance to LLDCs; discuss the establishment of a working group on 

transit issues for the LLDCs; identify how we can better collaborate in the implementation of the 

VPoA, while ensuring coherence with the follow-up to the new global development agenda. He 

highlighted that this meeting should not be purely a stock taking meeting, but a forward looking 

meeting as well, and as the organizations place the implementation of the 2030 Agenda high on 

the agenda, we need to use this momentum to bring increased coherence between the 

implementation of the SDGs and the VPoA. He looked forward to hearing from participants 

what specific support, projects or programmes their organizations can deliver for the LLDCs. 

 

LLDC Group Coordinator on Trade and Development, H.E. Mr. Juan Esteban Aguirre, 

Permanent Representative of Paraguay in Geneva commended the holistic approach of the 

VPoA and highlighted that since its adoption, major international Conferences have reaffirmed 

the objectives of the Vienna Program of Action. For example, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 

(AAAA) reaffirmed the need of structurally transforming our economies, harnessing benefits 
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from international trade and developing efficient transport and transit systems. The Ambassador 

emphasized that the AAAA focuses on major concern of landlocked developing countries that is 

the mobilization of resources from national, international, public and private sources. He stressed 

that LLDCs themselves need to increase their capacity to mobilize resources, explore all possible 

avenues and continue to promoting trade and investment from public and private sources. The 

Ambassador noted that the 2030 development agenda reaffirms and mainstreams the VPoA into 

the SDGs, putting special emphasis in building up the necessary infrastructure, resilient 

infrastructure, to secure energy, technology and to reduce inequalities.  

 

The Ambassador highlighted that, in line with the VPoA attention to technology upgrading, 

LLDCs in Geneva are working International Telecommunication Union and the General 

Assembly of the UN, and at the World Summit for Communication technology, on access to 

reliable and affordable ICTs. In the ITU, they we are working to increase LLDC participation in 

the deliberations on internet in general. 

 

The Ambassador also informed the meeting that they are currently working for the UNCTAD 

XIV and are confident that they will accomplish the mainstreaming objective of the Vienna 

Program of Action. They are calling for specific actions to be taken in the area of Transport and 

transit; Technology: Information communication technologies and e-commerce; Productive 

Capacity; Resource Mobilization, and Data and policy guidelines. He expressed his hope that the 

agencies present in the meeting can contribute to developing qualitative and quantitative data and 

system and assist LLDCs to better monitor their progress. 

 

Lastly, the Ambassador informed the meeting that the Trade Ministers Meeting of LLDCs starts 

tomorrow and expressed his hope that the agencies would help raise visibility of LLDCs and 

contribute to their goal of having a WTO specific work programme for LLDCs that would 

address the special needs, challenges and vulnerabilities of LLDCs in order to increase our 

participation in the Multilateral Trading System. Key areas of work of the programme would be 

Trade Facilitation, Agriculture, Aid for Trade, Services, Accession, among others. In conclusion, 

he emphasized that the Geneva community has an important role to play in the promotion of 

different tools for LLDCs development and that now is the time for action.  

 

C. Consultations on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, 

highlighting coherence with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development   

In this session, Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS, informed the meeting of the 

progress in mainstreaming and implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. UN-

OHRLLS is tasked with the monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the VPoA. Mr. 

Erdenebileg provided a brief overview of two major substantive reports to review the progress 

made by LLDCs in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. The first is regional 

reports for the Africa, Asia and Latin America regions on improving transit cooperation, trade 

and trade facilitation for the benefit of the LLDCs. The studies provide a comprehensive review 

of the status of transit issues in the regions, identify key achievements and outstanding 

challenges and suggest comprehensive solutions required to realistically address transit issues for 
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the successful participation of the LLDCs in regional and international trade and for their overall 

development. He stated that based on those regional studies, OHRLLS have also prepared a 

synthesized global report on the status of transit cooperation, trade and trade facilitation in 

LLDCs, which also includes data on the progress in the implementation of the VPoA, based on 

many of the indicators that have been endorsed for monitoring of the VPoA. The regional reports 

will be posted on the OHRLLS website and the global report will be published. He also 

mentioned that the second report is the annual report of the Secretary-General on the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. OHRLLS has received inputs from some 

19 UN system departments, agencies and other organizations as well as from several Member 

States. 

 

Based on the findings of these two reports, Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg highlighted a few 

developments:  

 In 2014, average LLDC growth has fallen to 5.4%, more than a percentage lower than in 

previous year. In contrast, between 2003 and 2013, LLDCs growth averaged at 7%.  

 The share of LLDCs in global exports has fallen in 2015 to 0.96%, from an average of 

1.2% in 2011-2014. 

 The average ratio of trade to GDP remains high in LLDCs, at 73% compared with world 

average of 60%.  

 The quality of trade and transport related infrastructure, although it has improved in 

LLDCs and transit countries, is still perceived to be a constraint.  

 A number of important initiatives are being implemented by LLDCs to simplify 

formalities and procedures for border crossing operations, while harmonizing customs 

procedures and documents and using ICTs for simplifying and speeding up procedures. 

 The composition of LLDCs’ exports is highly skewed towards primary commodities, 

which accounted for 80% of LLDCs’ merchandise exports in 2014, increasing from 67% 

in 2000. 

 At the same time, some LLDCs have been realigning their national strategies to 

diversify their economies.  

 ODA flows to LLDCs increased to $25.8 billion in 2015, but more is needed to be 

directed for infrastructure and productive sectors.  

 The growth of FDI flows to the LLDCs has been faster in the last decade than the global 

rate but inflows to LLDCs have fallen now for the third consecutive year. 

Mr. Erdenebileg noted that last year the UN Secretary-General wrote to all Heads of State and 

Governments calling them to mainstream the VPoA, but the responses from the LLDCs have so 

far been slow. He mentioned that at the same time, a number of countries have expressed their 

commitment to the implementation of the Programme and their will to streamline the VPoA into 

their next national development plans.  

 

Mr. Erdenebileg informed of two national workshops on the VPoA that OHRLLS supported: the 

national workshop in Botswana last year and the national workshop on mainstreaming the VPoA 

in Mongolia on 27-28 April 2016. The workshop in Mongolia was well attended by over 40 

participants from the relevant Ministries, the Chamber of Commerce and other private sector as 

well as academia. The workshop discussed how to mainstream the VPoA into national 

development planning and monitoring and reporting on its implementation, including taking into 

account the synergies in the implementation of the VPoA, national development strategy, the 
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2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, with the aim to create coherence. He noted 

that one of the main recommendations of the workshop was setting up of a national coordination 

committee responsible for not only monitoring and reporting on the VPoA, but also 

encompassing issues related to implementation of other related international trade and transport 

conventions and agreements, particularly the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation. Mr. 

Erdenebileg noted that OHRLLS plans to support other national efforts of LLDCs that request 

for such support and have prepared a guidance note on mainstreaming the VPoA to assist 

countries in this endeavour. He emphasized that the reports of the workshops provide important 

guidance for other LLDCs on how to mainstream the VPoA. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg indicated that at the regional level, in addition to ESCAP and ECA, ECLAC has 

this month adopted a resolution calling on Member States in the region to mainstream the VPoA 

into their national and sectoral development strategies and regional development plans, and 

urging the Commission and regional and subregional organizations to integrate the VPoA into 

their programmes of work and to provide assistance to LLDCs in its implementation. He 

continued to mention that at the global level, a number of UN system agencies have officially 

mainstreamed the VPoA into their programmes of work for the current period and many other 

organizations continue to contribute to the implementation of the Programme.  

 

Mr. Erdenebileg reiterated that OHRLLS has continued to raise awareness of the special 

challenges of LLDCs and the implementation of the VPoA in the era of the new global 

development agenda. On 1 March 2016, OHRLLS organized a retreat for Member States in New 

York that briefed the LLDCs on the efforts of major organizations to support the implementation 

of the VPoA and the sustainable development agenda in the LLDCs. It also analyzed the recent 

developments on the global development frameworks and the follow-up processes, including 

monitoring and indicators, clearly identifying areas that the LLDCs should focus on, and 

recommended ways of fostering coherence in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, AAAA 

and VPoA.  

  

Mr. Erdenebileg highlighted that OHRLLS has been working to raise awareness of the 

importance of legal conventions on trade and transport for LLDCs and promote their ratification 

and effective implementation, ahead of the 2016 Treaty Event. This included OHRLLS, ECE, 

ECA and IRU event on 3 April 2016 during the ECA Conference of African Ministers on the key 

role of trade and transport facilitation legal instruments for the African LLDCs, and a Seminar on 

the Importance of Key Trade and Transport Conventions in New York, in collaboration with 

ECE and IRU in May 2016. He said that the meetings briefed the Member States on the benefits 

of the various conventions such as the Harmonization Convention and the TIR Convention, as 

well as the legal requirements and the formal procedures for ratification and accession. He noted 

that OHRLLS prepared a background document for the LLDCs for this purpose. 

 

The representative of WTO, Mr. Raul Torres, presented evidence on the benefits of the WTO 

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). WTO has estimated the trade costs of developing countries 

to be equivalent to applying 219% tariff on their exports. The full implementation of TFA will 

reduce trade costs by 14.3% on average, ranging from 9.6% to 21.3%. For LLDCs, the estimate 

is 15.4% reduction. He noted that reducing trade costs will impact economic performance, 

adding to global GDP growth by more than 0.5% per year after implementation. He emphasized 
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that the TFA can make significant contribution by lowering trade costs and lowering the barriers 

for smaller enterprises and individual traders to access markets. He informed that 83 countries 

ratified as of 22 June, including 9 LLDCs and 12 transit countries.   

 

He also mentioned that notifications are being received under the different categories, with 87 

notifications of category A received, including 50 from LLDCs and 18 from transit countries. It 

is noteworthy to mention that 6 transit countries have notified they already included all article 11 

provisions under category A, while 8 transit countries notified that they are ready to partially 

implement Article 11. He noted that WTO is starting to receive Category B and C notification, 

including 1 from LLDC. He stressed that it is important for members to submit their 

notifications, to ensure that WTO knows there they need capacity building so that access to 

technical assistance can be provided. 

 

Mr. Torres also informed the meeting that the Aid for Trade 2016-2017 work programme, with 

main theme of transport connectivity is well under way. The preparations for sixth global review 

next year are taking place, with the questionnaires for the monitoring exercise being finalized. 

He urged agencies and organizations to respond to the questionnaire and to help members to fill 

out their questionnaires. Lastly, he noted that WTO, with UNCTAD and ITC, has made 

contributions to the different follow-up processes to the 2030 Agenda and AAAA. They prepared 

a chapter to the FfD report and will issue an issue brief on trade as engine for sustainable 

development for the HLPF. 

 

The representative of UNCTAD, Mr. Patrick Nwokedi Osakwe, presented UNCTAD’s view 

that achieving the SDGs will depend to a large extent on the degree to which we can address the 

challenges of the most vulnerable countries, particularly the LDCs and LLDCs. He also noted 

that effective implementation of VPoA will require strengthened efforts to build productive 

capacities; foster structural transformation; exploit the potential of regional cooperation; and 

promote peace and security.  

  

He highlighted that in 2015, the Trade and Development Board took the decision to mainstream 

the VPoA into UNCTAD work programme. The key priorities of the VPoA have also been 

reflected in the biennial strategic framework plan for 2017-2018. Against this backdrop, he 

informed the meeting that UNCTAD has taken several measures recently to ensure effective 

implementation of the VPoA. The activities include the following: 1. UNCTAD carried out 

DTIS for Ethiopia and Niger. 2. UNCTAD provided technical support to Laos and Bhutan on 

graduation issues. 3. UNCTAD implemented projects in four LLDCs (Ethiopia, Lesotho, Laos 

and Bhutan) on mainstreaming trade into national development strategies. 4. UNCTAD is 

implementing a UN development account project on building productive capacity indicators for 

LLDCs. 5. UNCTAD has conducted research on how to foster structural transformation and 

diversification in LLDCs, leading to a publication on Facilitating the Participation of LLDCs in 

Commodity Value Chains. 6. UNCTAD provided research and technical support to Uganda on 

how to upgrade and diversify fish exports. In conclusion, Mr. Osakwe noted that through the 

annual reports, UNCTAD has provided recommendations on how to foster structural 

transformation and diversification in Africa, LDCs and LLDCs. 
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The representative of IRU, Mr. Jens Hugel, focused on priority 3 of the VPoA and shared how 

private sector is helping its implementation. He noted that delays and inefficiencies associated 

with border crossings, including customs procedures and documentation requirements which 

have been identified as key non-physical barriers to transport. The solution to this problem, he 

stated, is to implement tried and tested UN transport and trade facilitation instruments such as the 

TIR and Harmonization Convention. He indicated that some of the LLDCs have already 

implemented them. He informed that Pakistan has joined this year the TIR convention, and the 

implementation action plan is progressing well, and furthermore, China is also joining the TIR 

convention. He stated that the rise of China to the TIR Convention has triggered considerable 

interest in the region, and Bhutan and Nepal have also voiced their interest in joining.  

 

He informed the meeting that IRU is helping to raise awareness of the TIR and its benefits, 

including through a study on the economic benefits of TIR in the BBIN countries (Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India and Nepal). TIR launched another study to evaluate the costs of moving goods 

along Africa’s key trade corridors under TIR, as compared to other transit systems including 

national bonds, regional transit regimes and others. He highlighted results of the first draft which 

show that national bond systems are 16 times more expensive than the TIR system. Mr. Hugel 

detailed that the simplification of documentation and digitalization of the TIR procedures is 

continuing; with first eTIR pilot projects. At the end of 2015, transports between Turkey and Iran 

under electronic guarantee were successfully carried out. He reiterated that more eTIR transports 

are underway. 

 

Mr. Hugel informed the meeting that IRU has initiated a Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Transport (GPST) which complements and supports existing partnerships and initiatives by 

bringing together a large number of relevant international stakeholders with a view to enhance 

collaborative action towards the envisaged common sustainable transport development 

objectives. He explained its aims are more specifically: halving, by 2030, the number of people 

living in rural areas of developing countries without access to all weather roads and adequate 

transport services; significantly increasing the share of least developed, landlocked and small 

island developing states in global trade through better, more efficient and lower cost transport; 

and enhancing transport safety and clean technology and reducing carbon foot prints in 

transportation. 

 

In conclusion, he noted that a guideline document on the implementation of the SDGs has been 

published by the UN regional commissions with the involvement of the IRU, entitled ‘Transport 

for Sustainable Development – the Case of Inland Transport’. 

The representative of FAO, Mr. Ahmad Mukhtar, gave overview of FAO assistance to 

LLDCs. He mentioned that all 32 LLDCs are FAO Member States and FAO maintains a physical 

presence in all of them with the exception of Turkmenistan. He noted that FAO offers LLDCs 

technical support in a wide range of areas: for example, in 2015 FAO invested over US$190 

million in LLDCs, representing 21% of its field programme. On priorities 3 and 4, FAO is 

providing direct support to LLDCs and other developing countries to enable their effective 

participation in multilateral, regional and bilateral trade negotiations, with special focus on the 

linkages between agriculture, food security and rural development. He informed that recently, 
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FAO provided various training sessions to several CIS countries including Kazakhstan, 

Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

With regards to priority 5, Mr. Mukhtar noted that FAO provides technical assistance to LLDCs 

in the preparation and implementation of large investment operations financed by IFIs as well as 

in the formulation of the national agriculture investment strategies and programmes. In Sub-

Saharan Africa, FAO supported the design of a World Bank funded $248 million project in the 

Sahel to enhance livelihood resilience for over 2 million pastoralists and agro pastoralists in 

drought prone areas of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Senegal. In Asia, 

support was provided to the preparation and implementation of investment projects financed by 

the Global Agriculture and Food Security Programme in Mongolia ($12 million); Bhutan ($8 

million); and Lao PDR ($30 million).  

In addition, under increased production and productivity of crops, livestock and fisheries, FAO 

has several projects in several LLDCs in Africa that have led to increases by up to 73% in rice 

production in several LLDCs in West Africa, enabled new cultivation of new crop varieties in 

Mali and up to four-fold increases in crop yields among smallholder farmers in Southern Africa.   

He noted that at the policy level, a Sub-Saharan Africa CAP strategy has been developed, and 

provided the basis for development of national CAP strategies. Development of Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) National Agriculture and Food Security 

Investment Plans (NAFSIPs) were supported and action plans were developed to mainstream 

nutrition under NEPAD’s leadership. 

Lastly, the FAO representative informed the meeting that FAO has joined the Regional Social 

Protection Floor Initiative in Asia, and established a close partnership with ILO, which resulted 

in a joint action plan that addressed key challenges and issues related to decent work, child 

labour in agriculture and fisheries, rural employment and social protection and development of a 

Regional Policy Framework for coordinating social protection, rural employment and agriculture.  

The representative of ITC, Ms. Fernanda Leite, outlined key activities of ITC in support of the 

LLDCs. She noted that ITC’s activities for LLDCs are guided by its strategic plan for 2015-2017 

and are in with the priorities of the VPoA. She indicated that ITC activities in LLDCs focus on 

the specific LLDCs challenges and addressing the high costs and remoteness. Specific focus on 

given to supporting LLDCs to implement the TFA; addressing non-tariff measures, assisting 

SMEs in particular; developing services in the area of e-commerce and working towards tailor-

made solutions for LLDCs. As a specific upcoming project, she noted that ITC will be launching 

the African e-commerce initiative.  

 

The representative of UNIDO, Mr. Frank Von Rompaey, expressed that UNIDO is fully 

committed to mainstreaming of the VPoA and that LLDCs and LDCs are clear focus group of 

countries for the organization. He noted that direct entry point is priority 5 of the VPoA, given 

the role of manufacturing industry in economic transformation. He explained that manufacturing 

also includes agro-industry and there are also a number of other linkages, including to trade 

facilitation and infrastructure, in particular energy and energy generation.  
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He informed the meeting that SDG 9 on industrialization is in line with the mandate given by 

Member States to UNIDO a year earlier. UNIDO has embarked on a number of innovations, in 

particular in terms of its technical assistance. He mentioned that UNIDO is piloting innovative 

approach in three countries, including one LLDC currently, but which will be extended to 

include additional LLDCs. The approach is aimed at improving the impact of UNIDO assistance, 

by mobilizing partners to mobilize public and private finance for the manufacturing sector. He 

also highlighted the partnerships that UNIDO has with a number of organizations for investment 

in infrastructure. In terms of monitoring, he informed the meeting that UNIDO has been the 

responsibility of compiling 45 indicators on SDG 9 targets.  

The representative of ECA, Ms. Heini Suominen, stated that implementation of the VPoA in 

Africa happens in the context of regional integration and structural transformation agenda, and 

that the priorities of the VPoA are in line with continental initiatives such as the Agenda 2063 

and the Boosting Intra-African Trade (BIAT) Action plan which is structured around 7 clusters 

including trade facilitation and infrastructure. She noted that ECA contributes to all of the VPoA 

priorities through its work including on transport corridors, trade facilitation assistance and 

research on structural transformation. 

Ms. Suominen indicated ECA contribution to data analysis and monitoring. She noted that the 

first edition of Regional Integration Index was launched in April 2016, which provides a measure 

of integration of African countries with each other and within their respective RECs. The index 

is based on 5 dimensions: trade integration, productive integration, free movement of people, 

monetary integration and physical connectivity. She explained that the index can feed into 

monitoring progress on implementation of VPoA in African countries, and she stressed that 

results showed good integration by some LLDCs including Uganda, Zambia and Botswana. She 

mentioned that ECA is working on improving the methodology and trying to include further 

consultations with member States and agencies to ensure that the Index serves as a practical tool. 

Ms. Suominen noted that ECA supports the RECs in streamlining of the existing monitoring and 

evaluation frameworks towards tracking progress on five BIAT clusters. She explained that 

Continental BIAT Action Plan was adopted in 2012, and ECA will support the development of a 

regional strategy on how the existing monitoring efforts can be realigned to support tracking 

progress on BIAT clusters. 

The representative of World Bank, Ms. Lobna Hadji, stated that the World Bank is fully 

committed to the 2030 Development Agenda, which is fully consistent with the Bank Group’s 

own twin goals to end poverty and build shared prosperity in a sustainable manner. To further 

the WBG’s commitments to the 2030 Agenda, Ms. Hadji stated that a new Senior Vice 

Presidency was created for the “2030 Agenda, UN Partnerships and Relations” with offices in 

DC, New York and Geneva and emphasized that the WBG is committed to partnering with the 

UN System and development partners to implement this ambitious agenda. Ms. Hadji explained 

that the bank is following three paths of action to implement the SDGs, namely data, finance and 

implementation. She highlighted that over the past two years, the World Bank Group has made 

several commitments related to the 2030 Agenda, including the MDBs agreement in Addis in 

2015 to a collective $400 billion in development spending from 2016-2018, as well as measures 

to promote domestic resource mobilization; the Bank Group commitment to Household Budget 
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Surveys for the 78 poorest countries; and the Bank Group’s announced targets for the percentage 

of its portfolio that will be climate financing.    

Ms. Hadji underscored that the WBG is fully engaged in supporting the implementation of the 

VPoA for LLDCs and provided an update of the status of World Bank efforts towards the 

implementation of the VPoA. Between July 2014 and May 2016, 28 new VPoA lending projects 

(IBRD and IDA) have been approved or submitted for approval. In FY2015, their loan value 

stood at US$ 1,554 million, and at US$ 1,155 million in FY2016. The focus of the projects 

ranges from trade facilitation and road connectivity to electricity access expansion and regional 

communications infrastructure. Half of the loan portfolio focuses on Africa, both in terms of 

value and in terms of the number of projects, followed by Europe and Central Asia (37% of loan 

value), South Asia (8%) and East Asia Pacific (5%). In terms of World Bank lending to LLDCs 

during 2014-2016, Africa again emerges as the region with the highest loan value and number of 

projects. Lending to LLDCs in Africa accounts for more than half of total World Bank lending to 

LLDCs. As for the sectoral division of projects, the majority of loans to LLDCs by number of 

projects fall in the areas of public administration as well as health and other social services. If 

measured by loan value, the goes the transport sector, owing to its large capital requirements.  

The representative of UNECE, Mr. Miodrag Pesut, mentioned that while ECE has not formally 

mainstreamed the VPoA, the transport work programme takes into account special needs of 

landlocked and transit developing countries in every day work. He detailed 3 pillars of work. 

Firstly, he informed the meeting that ECE is custodian of global UN international transport legal 

instruments (covering infrastructure, border crossing facilitation, road safety, transport of 

dangerous goods, vehicle regulations); in addition to providing substantive secretariat support for 

the maintenance and updating of these Conventions and agreements, ECE makes coordinated 

efforts to promote and raise awareness about the advantages of accession to these legal 

instruments, particularly for LLDCs. He noted that Mr. Acharya and the ECE Executive 

Secretary signed a joint letter urging the LLDCs to ratify/accede to the legal instruments that 

have been identified as being of particular relevance for transit and border crossing, such as the 

Customs Convention on the International Transport of Goods under cover of TIR Carnets (TIR 

Convention, 1975) and the International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls 

of Goods (Harmonization Convention, 1982). These legal instruments are constantly updated and 

modernized with new amendments, for instance, to the TIR Convention and a new annex to the 

Harmonisation Convention which is currently being developed; the draft new legal instrument on 

Unified Railway Law, currently under discussion in the relevant UNECE Working Party, that is 

particularly relevant for rail transit at large and particularly for LLDCs, was also mentioned. 

Secondly, in terms of analytical work, he highlighted the Euro-Asian Transport Links (EATL) 

project, which brings together 38 countries in the region, with all European and Asian LLDCs 

participating. Phases I and II of the project identified main Euro-Asian road and rail routes for 

priority development and cooperation. Phase III of the EATL project (2013-16), coordinated by 

the UNECE, aims at making the EATL overland links operational, focusing on both coordination 

and facilitation of financing of infrastructural projects, as well as on facilitating and removing 

physical and administrative bottlenecks when crossing borders in overland transport between 

Europe and Asia. He noted the Phase I EATL Study and Phase II final report, as well as other 

publications: “Transport for Sustainable Development – The case of Inland transport”, 

http://www.unece.org/trans/ministerialitc70/min_study.html
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/eatl_phase_2_final_report.html
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publication together with ECA, ECLAC, ERSCAP, ESCWA, UIC, IRU are directly linked to the 

role of transport for the SDGs. Other relevant publications include the “Cost Benefit Analysis of 

Transport Infrastructure Projects” and the “Identification of Bottlenecks, Missing links and 

Quality of Service in Infrastructure Networks”.  

Lastly, Mr. Pesut stressed that ECE is supporting OHRLLS in capacity building and awareness 

raising throughout the ECE region and beyond. He also noted ECE’s collaboration with EU on 

capacity building projects in Northern Africa and the Middle East. In conclusion, he informed 

the meeting that road safety is an important sustainable development goal and a critical issue, 

and that Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety devotes great deal of his attention 

and activities to raise awareness about road safety challenges with the governments and 

stakeholders in developing countries.    

The representative of WCO, Mr. Toshihiko Osawa, stated that since the last IACG meeting, the 

WCO has organized two sub-regional workshops on Transit in China and India which discussed 

various topics such as guarantee system, data exchange, coordinated border management 

including one-stop border posts (OSBP). He mentioned that participants wanted to learn 

experiences in other regions, and especially they were very interested in NCTS and OSBP 

projects in Africa.  

In addition to the workshops on transit, Mr. Osawa said that the WCO has delivered more than 

30 national level technical assistances for LLDCs on various Customs matters such as TRS, 

Single Window, Risk Management, AEO and Digitalization of Customs procedures. He added 

that WCO has a customs experts network, consisting of national customs experts who help 

deliver national technical capacity, since WCO does not have enough experts who may deliver 

capacity building projects. In order to increase the number of WCO transit experts, the WCO 

organized an accreditation workshops on transit in March 2016. WCO also introduced e-learning 

modules on transit, which includes VPoA, to customs officials to raise their awareness of VPoA. 

Mr. Osawa stated that the WCO CLiCK platforms provide customs officers with a number of e-

learning courses, including the e-learning Module on Transit which introduces VPoA, TFA, 

other international standards and contents of the Transit Handbook which was endorsed in 2014. 

He mentioned that at the request of Members, WCO will develop stronger and more detailed 

guidelines or recommendations on transit operations. He gave an example that many members 

have used e-customs seals for transit operations but they do not have a clear guidance on e-seals. 

Mr. Osawa said that the TFA has a provision on transit fees but that Members needs detailed 

guidelines on how to reduce transit fees. Those technical issues will be covered by the 

Guidelines. He notified the meeting that to develop the Guidelines, the WCO will hold Transit 

Guidelines Workshop during the next week in Abidjan, a second workshop at the end of October 

in Zambia. He invited all organizations to attend and participate. He informed the meeting that 

the draft guidelines are planned to be submitted to the WCO committee in March 2017, and 

endorsed by the WCO Council in July 2017. 

The representative of UN WTO, Ms. Zoritsa Urosevic, introduced the newly opened office in 

Geneva which will work more closely with other agencies based in Geneva. She highlighted that 

tourism was the third sector in 2014 in terms of export earnings and is faster growing than any 



 13 

other sector, yet services trade is not always considered when looking at creation of economic 

opportunities. She indicates that services trade represents 10% of GDP and 7% of total exports. 

For LLDCs specifically, she highlighted that international arrival in LLDCs grew from 1% of 

world share in 1995 to 2.6% in 2013, while UN WTO would like to see this to increase to 4% in 

2025.  

Ms. Urosevic highlighted some areas of work that UN WTO is involved in, explaining that UN 

WTO is Small specialized agency, relying on collaboration and partnerships with other agencies 

such as ITC, WTO and UNCTAD, reflecting the need to work closely with trade policy makers. 

She noted that SDGs 8, 12 and 14 all integrate tourism as target, while Goal 12 also provides 

scope for dedicated programme on sustainable tourism. Other opportunities are through Goal 17, 

where tourism could be great contributor to increasing exports of developing countries.  

She explained that UN WTO is working around the idea of value chains, since arrivals can 

stimulate growth and other productive sectors and industries. Some LLDCs also have big 

territories that are primary tourism assets, but can also provide for new opportunities such as for 

agro-tourism. In conclusion, he emphasized that 2017 is international year for tourism for 

sustainable development and UN WTO will be inviting member states and agencies to fully take 

advantage of that year, which will be closing in Geneva in December 2017.  

The representative of UNEP, Ms. Nara Luvsan, informed the meeting that two years there have 

been changes to the governance structure of UNEP, with the first UN environmental assembly 

taking place in June 2013 and the second in May 2016. She noted that the jargon of UNEP 

resolutions is different from the LLDC jargon, therefore there is a need for translation, but the 

linkages can be seen. The main entry point in terms of follow-up action is the green economy 

which is high on UNEP’s agenda. She mentioned in particular the Partnership for Action for 

Green Economy, an inter-agency initiative between UNEP, UNIDO, ILO, UNITAR and UNDP. 

Ms. Luvsan suggested that there is a need for more bilateral dialogues on how to combine the 

efforts in LLDCs, especially in Central Asia and those on green economy. She also mentioned 

the Poverty-Environment Initiatives in Central Asia, as well as UNEP talks with Euroasian 

Customs Union on agribusiness and how to support SMEs. She concluded by highlighting 

UNEP’s work on natural capital accounting and green economy.   

The representative of OECD, Mr. Frans Lammersen noted that OECD has no programme that 

focusses specifically on LLDCs, although many OECD programmes also benefit the LLDCs, and 

in addition non-OECD Members, including LLDCs are increasingly participating in OECD 

policy dialogues, such as on GVCs and production transformation. He mentioned that OECD is 

not a capacity building organization, although a number of capacity building programmes such 

as Partnerships in Statistics in Development or Tax Advisors without Borders also benefit the 

LLDCs in capacity building. He said that OECD Members provide official development 

assistance to improve the connectivity and competitiveness of LLDCs, namely Aid for Trade, 

and in 2014, the total volume of this support to LLDCs was $10.2 billion, an increase of 140% 

compared to the 2002-05 average baseline. He gave details about the distribution of, with most 

of the assistance (57%) devoted to economic infrastructure, followed by support for financial and 

business service (41%), with the remainder going to technical support for trade policy and 

regulations. Aid for Trade per capita in LLDCs is $25, which is high compared to the rest of 

developing countries. He stressed the need for LLDCs to participate in the Aid for Trade 



 14 

monitoring exercise and mentioned that the effectiveness of the Aid for Trade programmes will 

be discussed during the 6th Global Review on Aid for Trade to be held in June 2017.  

The representative of WTO indicated that WTO will also hold regional events in lead up to the 

global Aid for Trade review in order to build up the data and information needed to conduct the 

global review. He also noted that with the decision on elimination of export subsidies reached at 

the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Nairobi, SDG target 2.b has already been achieved.  

The representative of UNOSSC, Mr. Adam Rogers, submitted UNOSSC’s inputs 

electronically, as follows. UNOSSC’s relationship with UN-OHRLLS is very important in order 

to facilitate the relationship between LLDCs and transit countries in the framework of South-

South cooperation. UNOSSC explored working with Kenya as a transit country for many LLDCs 

in the East African Community, and in this regard, UNOSSC supported Kenya in establishing its 

Center for SSC. UNOSSC participated in preparing the priorities of a new development agenda 

for the LLDCs ahead of the Vienna UN Conference in 2014. In 2013 UNOSSC with OHRLLS 

launched South-South Technology Transfer Facility for LLDCs at the Nairobi South-South 

Cooperation Expo (for more information/).  

The UNOSSC Maritime and Continental Silk Road Cities Alliance (MCSR) is a platform 

supported by the UN to serve cities and enterprises along the ancient silk roads. It will facilitate 

the coordination of policies, building of partnerships, formation of initiatives, and access to 

finance leading to intensified trade, investment and exchange among participating cities (more 

info here). LLDCs on the proposed roads (part of the One Belt One Road initiative launched by 

China) include Laos, Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Moldova, FYR Macedonia (list of OBOR 

countries here) 

 

D. Briefing on upcoming events and activities of importance to LLDCs 

Ms. Irena Zubcevic, Sustainable Development Division, UN DESA briefed the meeting on the 

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) and the preparations for the 

Global Sustainable Transport Conference. She explained that the HLPF is the central platform 

for reviewing and following up on the 2030 agenda and SDGs, at the global level. It is expected 

to provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations on implementation and follow-

up; keep track of progress; spur coherent policies informed by evidence, science and country 

experiences; enhance the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development; as well 

as address new and emerging issues. Focusing on the 2016 HLPF, taking place on 11-20 July, 

she highlighted that as the first meeting since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, it is critical to 

make this session a success. She noted that countries in special situations are at center of 2030 

agenda and that the report prepared last had a special section on LLDCs. In terms of the 2016 

HLPF, she mentioned that efforts have been made to include all countries, including LLDCs on 

the programme and there would be two sessions on countries in special situations.  

Ms. Zubcevic indicated that the negotiations in New York on follow-up and review, including 

upcoming HLPFs have been ongoing and are close to being adopted. The three year work 

http://unohrlls.org/events/high-level-launch-of-the-south-south-technology-transfer-facility-for-lldcs/),
http://unohrlls.org/events/high-level-launch-of-the-south-south-technology-transfer-facility-for-lldcs/
http://unohrlls.org/events/high-level-launch-of-the-south-south-technology-transfer-facility-for-lldcs/
http://wacapnetwork.org/silk-road-cities-alliance-formed/
http://china-trade-research.hktdc.com/business-news/article/One-Belt-One-Road/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Country-Profiles/obor/en/1/1X000000/1X0A36I0.htm
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programme gives predictability, with set themes for each year and sub-sets of SDGs being the 

focus in each session of the HLPF. The 2017 Forum will focus on SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 9 and 14, with 

the theme “Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world”. 2018 HLPF will 

focus on SDGs 6, 7, 11, 12, and 15, with theme “Transformation toward sustainable and resilient 

societies” and 2018 HLPF will focus on SDGs 4, 8, 10, 13 and 16 with theme “Empowering 

people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality”. 

Moving on, Ms. Zubcevic informed on the background to the Global Sustainable Transport 

Conference. She mentioned two GA resolutions on transport and transit corridors that were 

initiated and facilitated by Turkmenistan, which spearheaded the thinking of special conference 

on transport, as well as the SG report on "Role of transport and transit corridors in ensuring 

international cooperation for sustainable development“ prepared by DESA in August 2015. She 

informed the meeting of the High-level Advisory Group established in August 2014 to further 

implementation of Secretary-General’s Five-Year Action Agenda, with the mandate to provide 

global messages and recommendations on sustainable transport; help mobilize action and 

initiatives in support of sustainable transport and promote integration of sustainable transport in 

relevant intergovernmental processes. She indicated that the Group has prepared “Global 

Sustainable Transport Outlook Report“ which will be launched in October 2016.  

She further said that the first-ever global conference convened by UN Secretary-General on 

transport will take place on 26-27 November in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. It will address 

sustainable transport from a number of angles, considering all modes and emphasizing practical 

and concrete solutions to the challenges facing sustainable transport, including long-term 

investment and capacity-building needs. A private sector forum is envisaged as associated event, 

as well as a Treaty Event.   

Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, UN-OHRLLS, informed about the 2016 Treaty Event which will be 

held from 19 to 23 September 2016 at the margins of the general debate of the 71st UN General 

Assembly. She noted that effective implementation of a conducive legal framework is one of the 

key means to reduce the high costs, improve the export competitiveness of the LLDCs and to 

enhance transit transport and trade facilitation cooperation between the LLDCs and the transit 

countries. She indicated that there are several legal instruments that offer legal and regulatory 

framework to facilitate transit transport and trade facilitation such as the TIR Convention, but 

ratification by Member States is slow which has been indicated in the SG report several times.  

Ms. Mutangadura stressed that OHRLLS decided to undertake efforts to encourage countries to 

ratify selected international conventions and to participate in the Treaty Event. She indicated that 

in 2015, OHRLLS undertook regional studies and prepared regional reports for Latin America, 

Euro-Asia and Africa whose findings and recommendations strongly indicated the need of 

ratification of the conventions. Ms. Mutangadura noted that OHRLLS held a seminar in New 

York, a side event at the ECA annual session on the importance and benefits of the conventions, 

and an Expert Group Meeting on Improving Transit Cooperation, Trade and Trade Facilitation 

for the Benefit of the LLDCs. She also informed about the upcoming LLDC Trade Ministers 

Meeting later in the week.  

Ms. Dagmar Hertova, UN-OHRLLS briefed the meeting on the Meeting of Transport 

Ministers of LLDCs which will take place in Santa Cruz, Bolivia in October. The meeting will 
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co-organized by the Government of Bolivia and UN-OHRLLS, in collaboration with UN DESA 

and other interested international organizations. She noted that it will be a two day meeting, and 

will be attended by Ministers of Transport from the LLDCs and the UN system agencies and 

other international organizations. Bolivia will also be mobilizing regional multilateral 

development banks and other organizations from the region. She indicated that the meeting will 

review the progress made by LLDCs in the development and maintenance of transport 

infrastructure and transport systems; identify challenges; share good practices and come up with 

recommendations. The discussion will touch upon the 2030 Agenda and its implementation with 

respect to the topic of sustainable transport. She highlighted that the outcome of the meeting will 

be a Communique of the Transport Ministers of LLDCs, which will provide an important input 

into the outcome of the first global conference on sustainable transport that is taking place in 

Turkmenistan later in the year. She said that the final dates and concept note for the meeting will 

be circulated shortly, together with the invitations.  

Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, UN-OHRLLS, informed about the High-Level Seminar: 

“Accelerating Sustainable Energy for All in Landlocked Developing Countries through 

Innovative Partnerships” which will be held at the Vienna International Centre at the United 

Nations Office in Vienna, Austria on 24 and 25 October 2016. She mentioned that the seminar is 

jointly organized by the Government of Austria and UN-OHRLLS in collaboration with UNIDO, 

Sustainable Energy for All and the Global Forum on Sustainable Energy. She noted that the 

meeting will be attended by senior level of experienced Government Officials such as Directors 

of energy and international organizations, international financial institutions, European 

Commission, regional and sub-regional organizations, private sector, NGOs and experts or 

practitioners on the ground who can share experiences and best practices.  

Ms. Mutangadura noted that the Meeting is being organized as part of the follow-up and 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, and it is also being held in the context of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Energy for All Initiative. She 

indicated that the meeting will review the status of sustainable energy for all in the landlocked 

developing countries and the role played by multi-stakeholder partnerships and will identify 

challenges and suggest areas where partnerships can be further strengthened. She mentioned that 

the meeting will consist of a conference session and a workshop session involving detailed group 

discussions that will result in a development of an action-oriented work plan with key 

recommendations on how to enhance partnerships in an accelerated manner. She said that the 

outcome of the meeting will help accelerate the achievement of SDG 7 by LLDCs and the 

priority areas on energy and structural transformation of the Vienna Programme of Action. 

The representative of World Bank, Ms. Lobna Hadji, provided the meeting with information 

and update on the Global Infrastructure Forum. She noted that the momentum created in the 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda has been maintained, and within a few months, the MDBs 

organized the first Global Infrastructure Forum in April 2016 to help operationalize the global 

framework for achieving the SDGs.  She mentioned that the overarching theme of the Forum was 

“spending more, spending better” on infrastructure. She also said that the “Chairman’s 

Statement” issued at the end of the forum identifies a set of actions and responsibilities as MDBs 

pledged to help client countries reduce the transaction costs of building and implementing 

sustainable infrastructure; to strengthen project preparation to develop sustainable infrastructure 
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project pipelines; to improve data acquisition to promote greater transparency and decision-

making; and to explore innovative financing approaches for infrastructure projects. 

Ms. Hadji informed the meeting about MBD which are already actively collaborating, both in 

terms of direct financing of projects, mobilizing private capital, and improving capacities and 

knowledge around infrastructure to reduce transaction costs and strengthen the pipeline of 

bankable projects. She also mentioned that new platforms have been established such as the 

Global Infrastructure Facility which was created to enable mobilization of private sector and 

institutional investor capital in complex infrastructure public-private partnerships (PPPs). As a 

collaborative platform, the GIF builds consensus, offers advice and provides end-to-end project 

preparation, appraisal, structuring and transaction support to building bankable infrastructure 

projects by integrating the efforts of MDBs, private sector investors and financiers, and relevant 

governments in emerging and developing countries.  

E. Inter-Agency Consultative Group on LLDCs: Working Group on transit 

issues for the LLDCs 

Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, UN-OHRLLS, informed the meeting that effective implementation 

of a conducive legal framework is one of the key means to reduce the high costs and improving 

the export competitiveness of the LLDCs and to enhance transit transport and trade facilitation 

cooperation between the LLDCs and the transit countries. She highlighted that OHRLLS-

commissioned studies and reports of the Secretary-General reveal that ratification and effective 

implementation of legal instruments that offer legal and regulatory framework to facilitate transit 

transport and trade facilitation by LLDCs and transit countries has been low. She pointed out 

some of the challenges that were identified, including lack of awareness about the legal 

instruments and the potential benefits from ratification; information on conventions is not 

available in the language that parliaments and governments can easily utilize; lack of details on 

the benefits of acceding to the conventions; the domestication process is cumbersome; lack of 

sharing of experience on the issues concerned; and lack of financial resources to support 

implementation of ratified agreements. Ms. Mutangadura underscored that an ad hoc working 

group co-chaired by UNCTAD and UN-OHRLLS can be established to include interested 

members of the Inter-Agency Consultative Group on LLDCs and international organizations to 

provide technical assistance and capacity building on the complex implementation and 

application of the legal instruments that support transit. She added that the Group can provide 

updates on its activities to the Inter Agency Group and these would be reported in the Report of 

the Secretary General. 

The representative of UNCTAD, Mr. Poul Damgaard Hansen, further elaborated that the idea 

for the ad hoc working group on transit issues emanated from the Expert Group Meeting in 

December 2015, where many participants expressed view that there is need of further support for 

fostering knowledge on transit issues and for additional technical and capacity-building 

assistance. He indicated that the aim is to create an informal network of people within the 

various agencies with the view to enhance collaboration on transit transport; foster information 

sharing and enhance implementation of good practices for the benefit of both LLDCs and transit 

countries. He expressed that this could include sharing of relevant studies and updates on 

preparation of various guides, issue papers, etc.; as well as jointly undertaking capacity-building 
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activities. These activities could also lead to fostering experience sharing between countries and 

between regions that individual organizations are working with. He confirmed that UNCTAD 

will actively participate in the working group and will co-chair this group. 

Mr. Hansen highlighted some of UNCTAD’s work on transport and trade facilitation, including 

on sustainable transport. He also noted that UNCTAD has been working with more than 20 

LLDCs on implementation of trade facilitation reforms. He mentioned that UNCTAD held, in 

cooperation with Paraguay and the World Bank a regional forum on transit transport. 

Mr. Erdenebileg, UN-OHRLLS, thanked UNCTAD for the initiative of co-chairing the 

working group on transit issues and highlighted the need to jointly implement projects with 

tangible outcomes in the LLDCs and transit countries.  

Mr. Pesut, UNECE noted that while UNECE produces many useful documents and guides, 

since it is a regional institution, all documents are only translated into its three working 

languages (English, French and Russian), with limited exceptions relating to global Conventions. 

Against this background, he called on other regional commissions and institutions interested in 

partnering with ECE to jointly publish documents in all the official UN languages and share 

them amongst regions.  

Mr. Osawa, WCO expressed his interest in joining the working group. He highlighted that 

WCO will be developing transit guidelines which he would like to share with the group for 

inputs and comments.  

 

F. Way forward and conclusion 

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya concluded the meeting by re-enforcing the argument that LLDCs 

require strong international support, for the simple reason that they face some of the biggest 

challenges, in particular in terms of regional integration, connectivity and infrastructure. He 

noted that OHRLLS was created to ensure that the most vulnerable countries receive the 

necessary attention at the global level, which would translate into increased international support. 

He applauded that there is now more emphasis in the international arena on LLDCs and their 

challenges than ever before. He urged all institutions that have not included LLDCs as part of 

their strategic frameworks to make sure that their programmes and activities pay special attention 

to these countries. He stressed that a lot of work has been done on creating synergies and 

coherence, such as for example in developing the set of indicators to monitor the implementation 

of the VPoA, and that the UN system and other international organization need to continue to 

ensure coherence with the 2030 Agenda and avoid duplication.  
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• International Conference on Sustainable Transport – Ms. Irena Zubcevic, 

Sustainable Development Division, UN DESA  

• Global Infrastructure Forum – Ms. Lobna Hadji, World Bank 

12:40 – 12:50 Inter-Agency Consultative Group on LLDCs: Working Group on transit issues 

for the LLDCs – UN-OHRLLS and UNCTAD 

12:50 – 13:00 Way forward and conclusion 

• Summary of discussion and concluding remarks by Mr. Gyan Chandra 

Acharya, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative, UN-OHRLLS 

13:00          End of meeting  

 


