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A. Introduction 

The Second Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and 

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014-2014 

(VPoA) was held in New York on 10 December 2015. The meeting was organized by the United 

Nations Office of the High-Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The IACG provided 

a platform for the participating organizations to update each other on the implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA), assess the linkages between the VPoA, the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, update on the WTO Trade 

Facilitation Agreement as well as consult on ways of fostering collaboration in activities related 

to implementation of the VPoA. 

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-

Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. UNECA and OECD joined the 

meeting through video link. The meeting was attended by 21 different institutions as shown in 

the participant list in annex 1. The meeting followed the agenda presented in annex 2. 

B. Opening Session 

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya opened the meeting by expressing appreciation to all the attending 

organisations and their dedication to the development concerns of the LLDCs. He noted the 

historic nature of the year 2015, with the adoption in July of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 

which brings in a new and realistic framework for financing development, and the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, with its 17 sustainable development goals, that was adopted in 

September. He stated that the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda both recognize 

the special challenges and needs of LLDCs and support the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action.  

 

Mr. Acharya mentioned the pending adoption of a new global agreement on climate change, due 

later that week, and his office’s efforts to raise awareness on the unique vulnerabilities of the 

LLDCs to climate change, and the need for the LLDCs to receive targeted funding to help build 

their resilience. He also expressed hope that the upcoming 10th Ministerial Conference of the 

World Trade Organization shall come up with measures that can further promote the ability of 

the LLDCs to harness trade for their development.  

 

Mr. Acharya briefly updated the participants on some of the activities that the office has 

undertaken since the previous inter-agency meeting. He indicated that the UN Secretary General 

wrote to all Heads of State and Governments calling them to mainstream the Vienna Programme 

of Action. He however noted that responses from the LLDCs on mainstreaming have been slow. 

He then mentioned that the Government of Botswana invited the UN-OHRLLS to co-organize a 

National Stakeholder Workshop on the Vienna Programme of Action, which was held in October 

in partnership with its Ministry of Trade and Commerce. He noted that the workshop yielded 

important lessons on raising national awareness on the VPoA, and strategies of how to integrate 

it in the national development and sectoral plans that will inform similar events that he hoped to 
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be undertaken next year in different regions. He then informed the meeting that the Africa (ECA) 

and Asia (ESCAP) regions have passed resolutions calling upon their member states to 

mainstream the VPoA at the annual sessions of their Commissions this year.  

 

Mr. Acharya highlighted that his office, with support from most of the present organizations, 

organized the High-level follow-up meeting in Livingstone that was generously hosted by the 

Government of Zambia. He applauded the Livingstone Call for Action for highlighting the need 

to double the efforts in implementing the VPoA and that the document has become an important 

reference document in various discussions related to the LLDCs. He sincerely thanked all the 

members of the IACG for their support. 

 

Mr. Acharya mentioned that in collaboration with the Chair of the LLDCs, OHRLLS organized 

the High-Level Interactive Panel on Financing for Infrastructure Development and Regional 

Integration, held in the margins of the Addis Ababa Conference on Financing for Development. 

He believed the meeting provided important recommendations on how to enhance resource 

mobilization for infrastructure development and regional integration for the benefit of the 

LLDCs. He once again thanked the participants for their support and contribution to that 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Acharya also expressed his appreciation to the IACG for their contribution and participation 

in the High Level Forum of Heads of State and Government of LLDCs, held at the opening of 

the seventieth session of the General Assembly. He believed that the level of engagement and the 

richness of the discussions that ensued underscored the commitment by the organizations 

towards ensuring the implementation of the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda.  

 

The High Representative highlighted that in October UN-OHRLLS, in partnership with 

UNCCD, organized a special event on achieving land degradation neutrality in the LLDCs on the 

side-lines of UNCCD COP 12. He stated that one of the recommendations from that meeting was 

strong support to the establishment of the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund that would promote 

the rehabilitation of degraded land and support sustainable land used by providing adequate and 

long-term financing and technical assistance. He believed that the meeting emphasized that 

LLDCs should be among the Fund’s top priority constituencies.  

 

Mr. Acharya mentioned that in 2015, the Office prepared the first report of the Secretary-General 

on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action based on inputs that the members of 

the IACG had provided. He also noted that his office had organised an Expert Group Meeting to 

discuss how to improve transit cooperation, trade and trade facilitation for the benefit of the 

LLDCs to be held later that day and the following day. He believed that this is an issue that is of 

critical importance for the LLDCs and has to be addressed if their competitiveness is to be 

improved. He commended UNCTAD and the World Bank in collaboration with Government of 

Paraguay for organizing a regional workshop on the issue the previous week in Latin America, 

which came out with important recommendations for improving transit in the region. He hoped 

to partner to do similar meetings in the other regions.   

 

Mr. Acharya then shared with the meeting the discussions that they had at the recent meeting of 

the United Nations System Chief Executive Board for Coordination. He believed the takeaway 
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from the meeting was the need for coherence in implementing the different development agendas 

and programmes of action - the Vienna Programme of Action, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 

the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, the Trade Facilitation Agreement and others. He 

further believed that it is crucial that all these programmes are integrated so that the LLDCs are 

able to mainstream, implement and report on all the development agendas in an integrated 

manner without duplication.  

 

The High Representative stressed that the international organisations have to work even more 

closely in helping the LLDCs to mainstream not only the VPoA, but also Agenda 2030, the 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Climate Change Agreement and the Trade Facilitation 

Agreement in a coherent and integrated manner. He believed that they need to help the LLDCs 

come up with an integrated package of indicators and ways of reporting on progress so that they 

do not have to undertake repetitive work in fulfilling these commitments.  

 

Mr. Acharya was very encouraged that in future more attention at the global level will be 

accorded to the countries in special situations, including the LLDCs. He cited the example that 

the High Level Political Forum will adopt an integrated follow-up and review of the 2030 

Agenda, and will pay particular attention to vulnerable groups and countries in special situations. 

He further referenced that the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development, mandated by the 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda, will be launched during the current cycle of ECOSOC and that the 

inaugural forum is expected to be held in the first quarter of next year.     

 

Mr. Acharya also highlighted that 2016 marks the beginning of a new biennium for the 

programmed work of the office. He stated that in this coming 2016/2017 biennium, the Office 

will focus on issues related to implementing the VPoA, with some of the issues including 

meetings and studies on the WTO trade facilitation agreement on LLDCs; indicators on the 

progress in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action; achieving structural 

transformation in LLDCs; assisting LLDCs to join global value chains; regional workshops on 

transit issues and identifying measures to enhance the role of the private sector in implementing 

the VPoA.  

 

In concluding, Mr. Acharya said he was looking forward to the discussions in this meeting, in 

particular on the linkages between the 2030 Agenda for Action, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 

the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and the Vienna Programme of Action, and how the 

participants can build coherence at the global, regional and country levels to ensure that this 

group can deliver meaningful outcomes for the LLDCs. 

C. Assessment of the Linkages between the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Vienna Programme of 

Action and the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and the need for 

enhanced partnerships to support the LLDCs  

In this session, Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Policy Development, Coordination, 

Monitoring and Reporting Service, UN-OHRLLS, assessed the linkages between the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Vienna Programme 
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of Action and the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, and the need for enhanced partnerships to 

support the LLDCs;  

 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg started the session by providing a brief overview of the structure of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly the Declaration, the Sustainable 

Development Goals, Implementation, and Follow-Up and Review.  

 

Mr. Erdenebileg highlighted the sections and paragraphs of the 2030 Agenda under the 

Declaration and the Means of implementation that pertained to the LLDCs.  

 

❑ Para.2 […a historic decision on a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of 

universal and transformative Goals and targets.”  

❑ Para.3 [… to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to combat inequalities within and 

among countries.] 

❑ Para.4 […no one will be left behind.] 

❑ Para.11 […We also reaffirm the follow-up to these conferences, including the outcomes 

of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, the third 

International Conference on Small Island Developing States, the second United Nations 

Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries and the Third United Nations World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction. 

❑ Para.22 [Each country faces specific challenges in its pursuit of sustainable development. 

The most vulnerable countries and, in particular, African countries, least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, deserve 

special attention...]  

❑ Para.42 [We support the implementation of relevant strategies and programmes of action, 

including the Istanbul Declaration and Programme of Action, …the Vienna Programme 

of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024…] 

❑ Para.64 […support the implementation of ….the Vienna Programme of Action for 

Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024…which are integral to the 

New Agenda]  

❑ Para.68 [International trade is an engine for inclusive economic growth and poverty 

reduction, and contributes to the promotion of sustainable development…We attach great 

importance to providing trade-related capacity-building for developing countries, 

including African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, 

small island developing States and middle-income countries, including for the promotion 

of regional economic integration and interconnectivity.] 

 

He then listed the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, briefly discussing each goals and how 

each of them were important to LLDCs. He noted that 3 goals made specific reference to the 

LLDCs – SDG 7 on energy; SDG 9 on infrastructure; SDG 10 on reducing inequality. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg then assessed the linkages between the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda and the 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA). Recalling the endorsement of the VPoA by the 2030 

Agenda, he stated that the full and effective implementation of the VPoA will contribute to the 

effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and that all of the SDGs are relevant to the 

sustainable development of the LLDCs.  
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Mr. Erdenebileg highlighted the linkages between the 2030 Agenda and the AAAA, stating that 

the AAAA is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and that the full 

implementation of the AAAA is critical for the realization of the SDGs. Furthermore, he 

believed that the AAAA supports, complements, and helps to contextualize the 2030 Agenda’s 

means of implementation targets. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg then detailed some of the different parts of the AAAA, highlighting the 

references made throughout the Action Agenda towards LLDCs. 

 

• Para 8 – [We reaffirm the need to address the special challenges & needs of LLDCs in 

structurally transforming their economies, harnessing benefits from international trade, & 

developing efficient transport and transit systems.] 

• Para 14 – [New forum to bridge the infrastructure gap will encourage a greater range of 

voices to be heard, particularly from developing countries, to identify and address 

infrastructure and capacity gaps in particular in .. LLDCs] 

• Para 44 – [We will enhance international support in developing domestic capital markets 

in developing countries, in particular in .. LLDCs] 

• Para 46 – [We will also strengthen our efforts to address financing gaps and low levels of 

direct investment faced by landlocked developing countries.] 

• Para 49 – [We recognize the special vulnerabilities and needs of …. and landlocked 

developing countries,] 

• Para 68 – [We welcome ongoing work in relevant institutions to support efforts by … 

LLDCs and …. to build their national capacity to respond to various kinds of shocks 

including financial crisis, natural disasters, …] 

• Para 87 – [We encourage multilateral development banks, including regional banks, in 

collaboration with other stakeholders, to address gaps in trade, transport and transit-

related regional infrastructure, connecting LLDCs … within regional networks.]  

• Para 90 – [Technical assistance and improvement of trade-and transit-related logistics are 

crucial in enabling LLDCs to fully participate in and benefit from multilateral trade 

negotiations, effectively implement policies and regulations aimed at facilitating transport 

and trade, and diversify their export base] 

• Para 114 – [We will promote the development and use of information and 

communications technology infrastructure, as well as capacity-building, particularly in 

least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing 

States, including rapid universal and affordable access to the Internet.] 

• Para 120 – [We will enhance international cooperation, including ODA, in these areas, in 

particular to … LLDCs.]  

 

Mr. Erdenebileg also noted that both the VPoA and the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement have 

the overall aim of reducing the high trade and transaction costs incurred by the LLDCs by 

improving their competitiveness, trade performance, and overall sustainable development.  

 

In conclusion, Mr. Erdenebileg stated that the full implementation of the VPoA, WTO TFA and 

AAAA are integral for the implementation and achievement of Agenda 2030; that there is need 

to support the LLDCs in order to mainstream these development programmes into their national 
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development plans in a coherent manner; and that there is a need to find ways of supporting the 

LLDCs to monitor the programmes in an integrated way. 

 

D. Presentation of the updated Roadmap; progress on Mainstreaming; and 

Indicators for following up the VPoA  

 
Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, UN-OHRLLS presented an updated 

roadmap, an update on mainstreaming of the VPoA and indicators for monitoring the 

implementation of the Vienna VPoA. On the roadmap for the implementation of the VPoA, she 

indicated that it has been updated to include the follow-up of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 

and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. She reiterated the purpose of the roadmap, 

which is to show the approach being followed in the implementation of the VPoA, a programme 

that stresses the importance of partnerships between LLDCs, transit countries, development 

partners, the UN system and other organizations, the private sector, and in the context of South-

South Cooperation and at all the three levels – national, regional and sub-regional, and global 

levels.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura then indicated that the members of the IACG are invited to: Mainstream the 

VPoA into their programmes of work; Provide annual inputs into the Secretary General’s report 

on the implementation of the VPoA; Contribute to sectoral or thematic reviews of the VPoA; and 

Set up and join ad hoc groups on certain areas – for example on indicators. Furthermore, she 

requested members to indicate their planned activities for 2016 in the Matrix of activities for 

2016 that was circulated during the meeting. This will help share information, foster 

collaboration and will also be shared with the LLDCs. The activities that participants indicated 

are shown in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. Matrix of planned/proposed activities for 2016 by the IACG 

Activity/Programme Organisations Time 

Regional Workshop on Transit Issues for Asia UN-OHRLLS, 

UNCTAD, UNESCAP 

Last half of 2016  

Regional Meetings on Transit (Africa, Middle 

East and Europe) 

UNCTAD, UN-

OHRLLS, Regional 

Commissions 

Throughout 2016 

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development 

DESA 11-20 July 2016 

Global Sustainable Transport Conference EOSG, DESA End of 2016, 

TBD 

Global Outlook Report on Sustainable 

Transport 

HLAG, DESA End of 2016, 

TBD 

Cooperation with Bolivian Government about 

State of Resources 

UNECLAC Throughout 2016 

Cooperation with Paraguayan Government 

about Natural Resources and Infrastructure 

UNECLAC Throughout 2016 

Launch of Infrastructure Investments Database UNECLAC, CAF, IADB 1st Quarter 2016 

Global Transit Accreditation Workshop WCO March 2016 

Regional Workshops for Greater Mekong and WCO April 2016 
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South Asia 

E-learning Course on Transit for Customs 

Administration 

WCO January-March 

2016 

Development of Transit Guidelines WCO 2016-2017 

Introduction of TIR System in Africa and Latin 

America 

IRU 2016-2017 

Improvement of Support Infrastructure through 

Implementation of Model Highway Initiative 

IRU 2016-2017 

New Initiative of Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Transport in LLDCs 

IRU 2016-2017 

Activate and Enlarge Private Sector Steering 

Committee to Support Engagement and 

Implementation of the VPoA 

ICC 2016-2017 

High-level Meeting related to LLDCs OECD First quarter of 

2016 

Development of Transit and Border procedures ECOWAS April 2016 

 

 

On Mainstreaming, Ms. Mutangadura reiterated that mainstreaming of the VPoA at the national, 

regional and global levels is very important, and as Mr. Acharya had indicated earlier, UN-

OHRLLS provided support to the National Stakeholder Sensitization Workshop of the Vienna 

Programme of Action per request of the government of Botswana, 27-29 October 2015. The 

purpose of this workshop, she stated, was to enhance understanding of the VPoA by all the actors 

so that they can mainstream it at the national level into the national and sectoral development 

plans, develop modalities for monitoring and reporting, and identify opportunities for assistance.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura indicated that Botswana is a unique case in that its current national long term 

development strategies - Vision 2016 and National Development Plan 10 - are coming to an end, 

and that Botswana is preparing the National Vision 2036 and National Development Plan 11 

with the intent on mainstreaming the VPoA into these. She told the meeting that the Ministry of 

Trade and Industry, which is the focal point for the VPoA, indicated that they will develop an 

implementation matrix to map out which parts of the government are responsible for 

mainstreaming each part of the VPoA. She said that the Botswanan Government also indicated 

that the implementation of the VPoA will be integrated into the work of the National Committee 

on Trade Facilitation (NCTF) and that this is the platform to which implementing agencies will 

be expected to report to on the progress made regarding implementation, and that the NCTF will 

closely monitor and evaluate progress made on the VPoA.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura said UN-OHRLLS plans to support other national efforts for LLDCs that come 

requesting for such support, and that they have prepared draft guidance notes on mainstreaming 

the VPoA to assist countries on how this could be accomplished, using it for Botswana. She 

stated that her Office will share this draft once their counterparts in Botswana have cleared it.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura once again reiterated Mr. Acharya’s statements indicating the mainstreaming 

efforts made by ECA and ESCAP at their Commission sessions this year. She stated that her 

Office looks forward to hearing the participants’ interventions on the progress that they have 
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made with regards to mainstreaming the VPoA into their work or their support to mainstreaming 

efforts by countries. 

 

With regards to the development of indicators for monitoring the implementation of the VPoA, 

Ms. Mutangadura reminded the meeting that the draft of the set of indicators was shared with 

this group in the last meeting, and that their previous comments were incorporated. She said that 

the draft was also presented at the Livingstone meeting in June this year, and that the comments 

made by the Member States present there were incorporated. She added that they have also 

shared the draft with the LLDC Membership at their last Ambassadorial meeting and at the 

national workshop on mainstreaming the VPoA in Botswana.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura continued by saying that they have used some of the indicators for this year’s 

Report of the Secretary General on Implementation of the VPoA, but due to the strict word count 

they could only include a few strategic indicators. She further stated that in the Global Report on 

Improving transit cooperation, trade and trade facilitation for the benefit of the LLDCs that will 

be presented in the Expert Group Meeting, UN-OHRLLS has tried to include as many of the 

indicators that are available as possible.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura concluded by saying that qualitative indicators are not easy to obtain, and that 

they are still trying to find out how to address this issue and welcome any suggestions. She 

reiterated the USG’s proposal that there is a need to ensure that the reporting is harmonized with 

the reporting of the SDGs. She continued by saying that as indicated in the last meeting, there is 

need to set up an inter-agency working group to develop indicators for measuring progress on the 

implementation of the VPoA in order to help harmonize the indicators with the other processes. 

 

E. Presentations by participating organisations on their efforts to implement 

and mainstream the VPoA, Addis Ababa Agenda for Action and 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development  
 

The representative of the OECD, Mr. Guillaume Delalande, made a brief statement to the 

meeting, summarising the efforts that the OECD was taking in support of LLDCs. He first 

updated the IACG on the work that the DAC secretariat is doing following the agreement that 

DAC Ministers reached on year ago in December 2014 during their High Level Meeting in Paris. 

During this meeting, Ministers agreed on rules for a modernised DAC statistical measurement 

framework, and also made specific commitments to allocate more of total ODA to countries 

most in need, which include Landlocked developing countries, as well as other groups such as 

LDCs, SIDS and fragile and conflict-affected states. The decisions agreed by DAC Ministers 

marked a historical turning point for members and aimed to incentivise support to these countries 

most in need. Specifically, DAC Members have committed to monitor their progress in line with 

each member’s commitments through the OECD peer review process, and additionally agreed to 

monitor progress at an aggregate DAC level at their senior level meetings. He indicated that he 

would be making a short presentation on Financing to Land-locked developing countries the next 

day at the Expert Group Meeting to highlight some of the results of the analysis carried out on 

the basis of the OECD DAC CRS database on financing trends to Land-locked developing 

countries. Some of the key messages of this presentation include the fact that aid allocations have 

not particularly favoured landlocked developing countries and that LLDCs are heavily dependent 
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on concessional financing compared to developing countries as a whole. The data also indicate 

that there is a necessity for major providers to better target specific sectors that are particularly 

relevant for LLDCs, such as “economic infrastructure” for example. The Secretariat is also 

preparing the High-Level Meeting of the DAC planned for 18-19 February 2016 where DAC 

Ministers will take stock of the progress made.  

 

Mr. Delalande also mentioned the joint OECD-WTO report that focused on reducing trade costs 

for sustainable growth entitled "Aid for Trade at a Glance: Reducing Trade Costs for Inclusive, 

Sustainable Growth". The report, which was launched in June 2015, was a truly collaborative 

effort among several partner institutions – including the World Bank, the Executive Secretariat 

of the Enhanced Integrated Framework, the International Trade Centre, UNCTAD and the World 

Economic Forum. As is very often highlighted, Land-locked, remote, and small economies are 

marginalised by costs that reflect geography, not capability.  The report clearly shows that while 

producers for example in low-income countries are often competitive at the farm and factory 

gate, they are priced out of the international market, because of cumbersome border procedures, 

poor infrastructure, lack of finance, and complex standards. The report calls for a redoubling of 

efforts to tackle the issue of trade costs which continues to marginalise many of the world’s 

poorest and most fragile economies. The publication looks at how further, concerted action 

would help contribute to the realization of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. Mr. 

Delalande encouraged participants to read and share the report, which cites many examples of 

how trade barriers can be overcome. He indicated that the report is available online on the OECD 

website (http://www.oecd.org/dac/aft/aid-for-trade-at-a-glance-22234411.htm)  

  

The representative of the UNECA, Mr. Soteri Gatera, highlighted the importance of structural 

transformation, particularly through commodity based industrialization and trade, towards the 

economic development of LLDCs. He stated that in order to enhance the capacity of African 

Member States and regional economic commissions to develop and implement policies and 

programs in the areas of international and intra-African trade, in 2014-2015 particular emphasis 

was placed on the Africa Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA), Economic Partnership Agreements 

(EPAs), Mega-Regional Trade Agreements (MRTAs), a Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) 

and Boosting Intra-African Trade (BIAT), and multilateral trade negotiations. 

 

Furthermore, Mr. Gatera stated that African Heads of State and Government endorsed an African 

Union (AU) Action Plan for “Boosting Intra-African Trade and the establishment of the 

Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA)”, and he believes that establishing the CFTA is imperative 

for Africa to boosting intraregional trade and supporting structural transformation.  He 

mentioned that CFTA negotiations were officially launched at the AU Summit on 15 June 2015 

(following the launch of the Tripartite Free Trade Area on 10 June 2015), and that the ECA has 

been very supportive of the process leading to the launch of the CFTA negotiations and currently 

during the negotiations phase. 

 

Mr. Gatera explained that with regards to the Boosting Intra-African Trade initiative, the ECA is 

providing technical assistance to Member States and RECs in the formulation and validation of 

national/regional Actions Plans for Boosting Intra-African Trade. He indicated that the objective 

is to come up with Action Plans that can serve as effective instruments to leapfrog trade as 

instrument for attaining transformative and economic growth and development, enhancing 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/aft/aid-for-trade-at-a-glance-22234411.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dac/aft/aid-for-trade-at-a-glance-22234411.htm
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African market integration, and improving the continent’s participation in global trade. He stated 

that to date, four countries (Gabon, Nigeria, Tanzania and Tunisia) and five RECs (EAC, 

ECCAS, ECOWAS, SADC, and UMA) benefited from such support. 

 

Mr. Gatera stated that the current framework for infrastructure development in Africa consists of 

Agenda 2063, Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa, Presidential Infrastructure 

Champion Initiative, Dakar Agenda for Action, and SE4ALL for energy access. He concluded by 

listing the interventions that the UNECA has undertaken in recent years; these included 

Contributions to the Trans-African Highways Network, and Implementing and Supporting UN 

Sustainable Energy for All.  

 

The representative of the WTO, Ms. Nora Neufeld, provided an update on two activities of 

particular relevance for the landlocked developing community, with both areas being mutually 

supportive and addressing the special needs and challenges of LLDCs. The first activity Ms. 

Neufeld discussed was the ratification and implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement 

(TFA), which ranks highly on the WTO's agenda. She stated that seeing the Agreement become 

operational is of particular relevance for LLDCs since the treaty addresses many of the transit 

policy issues that fundamentally affect their economic development, such as lowering trade 

costs. She indicated that the new Agreement also marks a turning point in global facilitation 

efforts in additional ways by steering on-going reforms into a common direction and ensuring a 

joint platform for their implementation. Furthermore, she states that as a WTO treaty, it further 

offers a real enforcement perspective, crucial for developing countries with no access to the sea.  

 

Ms. Neufeld predicted that the economic gains from this Agreement are predicted to be 

significant, citing statistics from the WTO’s 2015 World Trade Report showing that the full 

implementation of the TFA will reduce trade costs for LLDCs by over 15 per cent. Furthermore, 

Ms. Neufeld claimed that full implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement is further 

anticipated to cut current import times by almost half, and in the case of exports, forecasts 

predict a reduction of over 90 per cent.  She expressed to the meeting that developing countries 

stand to benefit especially as both their exports and GDP are expected to increase in 

disproportional terms, and it is also anticipated that their exports will become more diverse, both 

in terms of products and markets. 

 

Ms. Neufeld announced to the meeting that 56 WTO Members have already completed their 

domestic ratification process and many more are in the final stages of related work. She said that 

the WTO expects a series of additional acceptance instruments to be deposited shortly, most 

likely at the following week’s Ministerial Conference in Nairobi. Ms. Neufeld believed that 

LLDCs will benefit from extensive flexibilities and will have the opportunity to tailor the TFA 

implementation to their individual needs.  

 

The second activity that Ms. Neufeld focused on is Aid for Trade, another area that she believed 

had particular relevance to the LLDCs, playing a key role for achieving goals of both the Vienna 

and the Addis Action Agenda and contributing to the achievement of several sustainable 

development objectives. She said that the WTO has been advancing the implementation of its 

2014-2015 Aid for Trade Work Programme, culminating in this year's 5th Global Review, and 

special attention was paid to trade costs – a crucial matter for LLDCs.  
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Ms. Neufeld stated that the WTO has continued its resource mobilization efforts, and that Aid-

for-Trade flows increased to US$ 56.7 billion in 2013 from US$ 54.1 billion in 2012, with 

Disbursements also going up from US$ 39.1 billion in 2012 to US$ 42.3 billion in 2013.   

 

Ms. Neufeld finished by saying that the WTO and the multilateral trading system play a central 

role in addressing the development challenges in a post-2015 world, and that since its creation 

two decades ago, the WTO has underpinned the progress made by many developing economies, 

including the LLDCs, allowing them to take advantage of and adapt to a globalized trading 

system – and mitigate related risks.  

 

The representative of UNCTAD, Mr. Poul Hansen, mentioned that through UNCTAD’s own 

studies on the transit issues facing LLDCs, UNCTAD found that geographical remoteness is less 

of an obstacle to economic development if border procedures and transit infrastructure are 

improved. It was therefore important to enhance investment in both physical transport 

infrastructure and trade facilitation. 

 

Mr. Hansen briefed the meeting about the workshop on transit and trade facilitation that 

Paraguay hosted the previous week, praising it as a good step forward for the LLDCs. He told 

the meeting that UNCTAD was looking at the WTO TFA as far as it pertains to improving 

transit facilitation, and conducting studies on its potential impact. 

 

Mr. Hansen brought to the meeting’s attention that one understated recommendation that LLDCs 

should take to heart is the need to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. He stressed the importance 

of promoting sustainable transport systems. Finally, Mr. Hansen concluded his presentation by 

informing the participants about UNCTAD’s work to promote structural transformation of the 

LLDCs, on commodities and the toolbox on technical cooperation that UNCTAD had developed 

to assist LLDCs in integrating into the global economy.  

 

The representative for the WCO, Mr. Toshihiko Osawa, started his intervention by announcing 

that the WCO launched the Mercator Programme to support the implementation of the WTO 

Trade Facilitation Agreement, and that under this programme, the WCO wishes to promote the 

harmonized implementation of trade facilitation measures, including the improvement of transit 

regimes. He stated that under the Mercator Programme, the WCO is going to set up several new 

e-learning courses, and that they were now developing a new course on transit, hoping to open 

the course in January or February 2016. Mr. Osawa then listed the workshops on transit that the 

WCO helped organize, particularly the Regional Workshop on Transit in Uganda in February, 

the National Workshop in Azerbaijan in May, and the Workshop on Customs Transit for the 

Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (CLPL) countries in September in Mozambique. 

 

Mr. Osawa continued by discussing the published Transit Handbook in 2014. He indicated that 

the Secretariat will revise it and will also introduce stronger documents, such as 

recommendations or guidelines. He stated that to this end, the WCO wants to create a transit 

experts group meeting to help develop the guidelines. 
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Mr. Osawa announced that in 2016, the WCO is planning to organize three more workshops, 

with the Global Accreditation Workshop, planned for March being a particular unique one. Mr. 

Osawa concluded by saying that the WCO will organize an event focusing on the 

implementation of trade facilitation during the 10th Ministerial Meeting of WTO in Nairobi, with 

transit as one of the main topics of the event. 

 

The representative of OSAA, Mr. Ben Idrissa Ouedraogo, stated that they have been 

supportive of the implementation and mainstreaming of the VPoA, Agenda 2030 and AAAA 

which all have synergies and are coherent with OSAA’s global advocacy mandate for Africa’s 

development priorities. 

 

Mr. Ouedraogo then shared with the meeting OSAA’s efforts in support of the six priority areas 

of the VPoA. On fundamental transit policy issues and regional integration and cooperation, 

OSAA has been providing a global platform to African Regional Economic Communities 

(RECs) to engage the international community for the mobilization of support and the promotion 

of their regional integration agenda along the peace, human rights, security and development 

nexus. On International Trade and Trade Facilitation, OSAA has been advocating and mobilizing 

support for boosting intra-African trade, and enhancing the competitiveness of African countries 

and LLDCs in particular, by co-organising a High-Level Event on the Role of African Regional 

and Sub-regional Organizations in Achieving Regional Integration on: "The Continental Free 

Trade Area within the Context of the First Ten-Year Implementation Plan of Agenda 2063", in 

October 2015.  

 

Mr. Ouedraogo continued by sharing OSAA’s efforts towards Infrastructure Development, when 

in October 2014, OSAA co-hosted within the Africa week the Africa Infrastructure Business 

Forum that raised awareness for partnerships on the implementation of 8 regional infrastructure 

projects from PIDA. On Structural Economic Transformation, OSAA has been promoting 

Africa’s structural transformation vision as encapsulated in the Agenda 2063 at the global level 

during Africa weeks in 2014 and 2015, with the debates aimed at raising awareness on how the 

international community can support the effective implementation of and accountability for 

Agenda 2063 while ensuring the coherence between Agenda 2063 and the post 2015 

development Agenda. Lastly, with regard to Means of Implementation, OSAA advocated for 

mobilizing resources and support to finance Africa’s development priorities. In close 

collaboration with the President of the 68th session of the General Assembly, the Office 

organized a high level thematic debate on the promotion of Investment in Africa and its catalytic 

role in achieving Africa’s development objectives including those of NEPAD in July 2014.  

 

Mr. Ouedraogo informed the meeting that in July 2015, in the margins of the 3rd UN Conference 

on Financing for Development, OSAA co-organized with OECD, ECA, Global Compact, the 

African Union and others, a High Level Event on Leveraging Pension Funds for Financing 

Infrastructure Development in Africa to explore ways and strategies to leverage this untapped 

long term financing source as well as to improve investment climate in Africa. In this vein, 

OSAA has been partnering with the private sector in organizing the African Heads of State and 

Government Investment panel discussion every year to mobilize interest and support on African 

investment opportunities and promote intra-African investment and regional integration. In 
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September 2015, five African Heads of State and Government engaged with 250 members of the 

global investment community. 

 

Mr. Ouedraogo finished by saying that OSAA has been carrying its advocacy activities for 

Africa’s development priorities and VPoA in particular by engaging the civil society, academia, 

the private sector, member states and regional institutions. 

 

The representative of DESA, Ms. Ling Wang, underscored  the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development stressed the special needs of LLDCs in achieving sustainable development, 

including on means of implementation, indicators, infrastructure, implementation of VPoA, and 

on follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda.   

 

Ms. Wang informed the meeting that following the mandate of the 2030 Agenda, DESA was 

currently preparing the SG report to the General Assembly on follow-up and review of the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Furthermore, a questionnaire was shared with Member 

States, UN agencies and other stakeholders; more than 110 Member States provided their views 

either individually or through regional groupings. She stated that the report will be finalized in 

December 2015, and then the President of the General Assembly will decide how to organize 

consideration of the report.   

 

Ms. Wang brought to the participants’ attention that the questionnaire contained one particular 

question pertaining to LLDCs: “How can the High Level Political Forum most effectively make 

linkages with the follow-up and review arrangements of United Nations conferences and 

processes on (1) least developed countries (LDCs), (2) small island developing States (SIDS), 

and (3) and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs)? ” She then highlighted some responses, 

namely that the HLPF should consider on a regular basis a session devoted to addressing the 

issues affecting LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs, in the broader context of the global implementation of 

the Agenda. 

 

Ms. Wang then informed the meeting that DESA is also preparing for the 2016 HLPF, which 

will be the forum’s first full-fledged session, and that the commitment of the international 

community may well be measured by the success of the session. A number of countries have 

already expressed interest in conducting national reviews during the 2016 HLPF. The national 

reviews would focus on showcasing how countries are preparing for the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda. For preparing 2016 HLPF, the ECOSOC President organised a retreat on 21 and 

22 November 2015 in New York.  The retreat focused on how to organize HLPF in 2016 starting 

with the implementation and review of Agenda 2030, and participants at the retreat included 

members of delegations, representatives of the UN System and Major Groups. 

 

Ms. Wang concluded that it would be beneficial for LLDCs to contribute to the consultations of 

the President of the General Assembly on follow up and review of the Agenda, to contribute to 

the global sustainable transport outlook report, to be prepared by the SG’s High-level Advisory 

Group on Sustainable Transport (HLAG) in 2016, and to participate in the global sustainable 

transport conference, to be held towards the end of 2016.   
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The representative of UNECE, Mr. Artur Bouten, reaffirmed ECE’s commitment to continuing 

to implement the Vienna Programme of Action. He stated that the ECE does this mainly through 

consistent work on the promotion of their legal instruments in the field of customs and border 

crossing facilitation, such as, but not limited to, the TIR and Harmonization Conventions as well 

as through ongoing work on the Euro-Asian Transport Linkages (EATL) project and the Trans-

European Motorways (TEM) and Trans European railways (TER) projects. 

 

Mr. Bouten listed the activities that UNECE has continued to implement in order to contribute to 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, such as THE PEP (Transport, Health and 

Environment Pan-European Programme), which studies and assesses the correlation between, 

exactly, transport health and environment and the ForFITS (For Future Inland Transport Systems) 

Model, capable of assisting users in making informed decisions about measures available for the 

reduction of CO2 emissions in the transport sector. He explained to the meeting that ForFITS is 

primarily focused on CO2 emissions from inland transport, including road, rail and inland waterways, 

and predicts future emissions based on current patterns. CO2 emissions from aviation and maritime 

transport are also covered by ForFITS, but in a simplified manner in comparison to the other 

transport modes.  

 

Mr. Bouten continued by highlighting the ongoing work in the field of Road Safety, including 

housing the UN Special Envoy on Road Safety, and concluded by underscoring climate change 

impacts within the context of adaptation for international transport networks. 

 

The representative of the IRU, Mr. Igor Runov, stated that the IRU cooperates with 

international and regional organisations on diverse issues including road safety and security, the 

harmonisation of international law and professional training for road transport operators. He 

added that the IRU also administers the TIR Convention of 1975, the only existing global 

customs transit agreement that facilitates goods transit through multiple borders by eliminating 

cumbersome procedures to create significant efficiencies in time and costs for both operators and 

consumers. 

 

Mr. Runov stated that since the adoption of the VPoA, the IRU has continued to contribute to its 

implementation, notably through its cooperation with the UN-OHRLLS with whom they signed 

an MOU in April 2015. Together, the IRU and UN-OHRLLS have implemented numerous joint 

actions to promote the VPoA at the regional and global levels that have resulted in increasing 

awareness of the challenges faced by LLDCs, and their cooperation has also highlighted the 

many opportunities that exist for effective cooperation on trade facilitation and sustainable 

transport in favour of LLDCs.  

 

Mr. Runov praised the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development as major milestones for development, and elevating sustainable transport to a key 

position in development. He believed that the VPoA has made it possible to deploy many 

concrete policy actions, capacity-building initiatives, and awareness-generation measures that 

have resulted in improved conditions for LLDCs to trade with each other and with their more 

developed partners in regional and global markets. He also believed that the meeting would 

agree that a great deal remains to be done to achieve the level of impact that they collectively 

desire, as many of the recommendations of the VPoA have still not been fully implemented.  
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Mr. Runov commented that there is an urgent need to re-think the design of financing at the 

regional level to promote infrastructure development. The structure of financing models should 

change to spread not only the benefit but also to promote the sharing of risk among countries that 

benefit from improved transport infrastructure. This will accelerate progress and promote shared 

responsibility for transport development, and in the larger sense, it will contribute to promoting 

regional integration.  

 

Mr. Runov informed the meeting that the IRU has extensive experience in supporting countries 

and regions to design and implement corridor development models based on the Model Highway 

Initiatives (MHI), and that international development partners are becoming increasingly aware 

of the value of the regional approach to transport infrastructure development. This is apparent in 

the progress being made by China in promoting the Silk Road, or the ASEAN regional 

infrastructure funds, for example. 

 

Mr. Runov concluded his intervention by saying that the atmosphere for the full implementation 

of the VPoA has never been more favourable, and that everyone should continue efforts to 

implement the VPoA recommendations while being innovative and ambitious. He then informed 

the meeting of the recent launch of the Global Partnership for Sustainable Transport (GPST) on 

26 September at the UN Headquarters in cooperation with the UN Global Compact. The GPST is 

a business and industry-led, multi-modal, action-oriented, multi-stakeholder platform that 

mobilises industry actors across the transport value chain to contribute to finding and 

implementing solutions to today’s most pressing transport problems. He indicated that the GPST 

is uniquely positioned to serve as a viable tool for the implementation of the recommendations of 

the UN Secretary-General’s High Level Advisory Group for Sustainable Transport and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

The representative of the ICC, Ms. Louise Kantrow, gave a brief intervention, reaffirming 

ICC’s commitment to the notion that strong private sector engagement is necessary for 

successful implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. She stressed the need for further 

ongoing engagement and inclusion of the private sector, as LLDCs do not have the resources by 

themselves to implement and mainstream the VPoA, the SDGs, and the WTO TFA. In that 

regard she indicated that ICC will continue to work with UN-OHRLLS on how to further the 

engagement of the private sector in the implementation of the VPoA. She concluded her 

intervention by announcing that the ICC will be launching in the side-lines of the WTO 10th 

Ministerial Meeting, a Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation in cooperation with the World 

Economic Forum and the Center of International Private Enterprise - along with the governments 

of Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States. The Global Alliance will assist 

developing countries and speed implementation of the World Trade Organization's Trade 

Facilitation Agreement. 

 

The representative of ECOWAS, Mr. Ashoke Maliki, informed the meeting that out of the 

fifteen member states that made up the Commission, only three are landlocked countries: 

Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. The Commission has identified the challenges that hinder the 

movement of goods and persons within Member States, and especially the landlocked countries, 

citing the fact that 90% of his region’s transportation is done through road transit. He highlighted 



 17 

the challenges to include delays at the ports; delays at border crossings; non-tariff barriers (check 

points), lack of ICT and failing road infrastructure. He highlighted that the programmes/projects 

embarked on by the Commission to tackle these challenges are in line with the Vienna 

Programme of Action for LLDCs, and include solutions such as single window systems. He 

informed the meeting that the programme/project relates to harmonization of trade and transit 

facilitation policies, Transit Infrastructure Development, as well as International Trade and Trade 

Facilitation.   

 

The representative of the ITU, Ms. Kadiatou Sall-Beye, focused her intervention on some of the 

ITU’s efforts in aiding the LLDCs through leveraging the power of Information Communication 

Technologies/broadband for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.  These 

efforts include: assistance with governments, inter-governmental organizations, the private 

sector, and other partners to connect the LLDCs in the most effective and transformative manner 

to overcome their challenges through improving their connectivity to the global markets. She 

outlined ITU’s efforts that include decreasing the high transport and ICT infrastructure 

development costs and the high trade transaction costs. She informed the meeting that the ITU 

has also been working on ensuring that appropriate technical standards are developed for the 

industrial sector, with efficient allocation, policies, legal and regulatory frameworks that favour 

emerging new technologies. She told the meeting that the ITU works with LLDCs to adopt 

National ICT and Broadband policies to guide the implementation of ICT projects that will 

contribute to sustainable development for the LLDCs in the 2030 agenda and the World Summit 

on the Information Society +10.   

 

Ms. Sall-Beye continued by saying that the ITU is also focusing on institutional and human 

capacity building to ensure optimal use of ICT resources by increasing access to spur economic 

growth. Furthermore, she informed the meeting that the ITU is working on the implementation of 

large-scale projects, on various issues such as emergency telecommunications, climate change, e-

trading, ICT statistics and indicators, digital inclusion among many to change people’s lives to 

accelerate progress for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Ms. Sall-Beye concluded by noting that the SDG Declaration recognizes that “the spread of 

information and communication technology and global interconnectedness has great potential to 

accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies, as 

does scientific and technological innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and energy”, and 

that Priority 2 for the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries 

focused on “Infrastructure development and maintenance dealing with transport infrastructure, 

energy and information and communication technology infrastructure”. She told the meeting that 

since 2003, ITU has maintained a dedicated programme for the LLDCs with many resolutions, 

and that the ITU stands ready to harness ICTs, broadband and telecommunication opportunities 

to change the development landscape of the LLDCs.  

 

The representative of UNIDO, Mr. Ralf Bredel, started his intervention by re-emphasizing the 

convergence and the linkages between the VPoA, the 2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda, and the extent to which the international development agenda is actually reflecting 

LLDC priorities. He believed that while SDG 9 is about infrastructure, it is essentially also about 

inclusive and sustainable industrialization, a sentiment that is reinforced in paragraph 15 of the 
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Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which also emphasizes industrialization. Thus, he pointed out to 

the meeting, that the convergence is not only in terms of priority 2 (on infrastructure), but also in 

terms of priority 5, which is about structural economic transformation. He said that he 

emphasized this convergence because it provides a good basis for Organizations like the UNIDO 

to deliver on LLDC priorities in the forthcoming years.  

 

Mr. Bredel elaborated how UNIDO is concretely contributing to individual priorities of the 

VPoA. In terms of priority 2, on infrastructure, he informed the meeting that UNIDO has 

continued to expand its network of regional energy efficiency centres from the ECOWAS region 

to SADC and EAC, as well as to the Himalaya in Asia and also to Central America. UNIDO has 

also expanded their work in the area of the provision of renewable energy for productive uses in 

rural areas. He also mentioned a programme in Chad together with GEF and a programme in 

Kyrgyzstan implemented jointly with UNDP, UNV and WHO. In terms of priority 3, on trade, 

he informed the meeting of their continued work to help LLDCs in their trade capacity building 

efforts, with the main focus being to help countries improve their compliance capacity with 

regional and international market standards by improving their national quality infrastructure. He 

provided an example in Laos where they are currently cooperating with the Swiss SECO and in 

Burundi with NORAD to this effect. 

 

Continuing to outline UNIDO’s contributions to LLDCs, Mr. Bredel discussed their work on 

structural economic transformation, which he described as the core of their work. He emphasized 

a new approach that they have been implementing over the last two years, a Programme for 

Country Partnerships (PCPs), with Ethiopia as one of the pilot countries in this regard. He 

described the programmes as essentially upscale technical cooperation programmes from a more 

narrow sectoral, thematic or geographical level to the national level and aim at a comprehensive 

transformation of the participating countries' economies. Built on strong ownership by the host 

country, and usually directly anchored in the office of the Head of Government, they bring 

together all relevant stakeholders including donors, development financial institutions, the 

private sector and others to achieve a much more fundamental transformation than would usually 

be the case under standalone projects. He informed the meeting that they have already witnessed 

impressive results in Ethiopia, which were shared with the international development community 

during the event that OSAA had already mentioned and which UNIDO organized together with 

the AUC, ECA and OSAA during the UN Summit in September. He said going forward, UNIDO 

is planning to gradually expand this approach to more countries and LLDCs will be one of the 

priorities. He concluded his intervention by saying that UNIDO stands ready to continue their 

close cooperation with UN-OHRLLS and all other agencies present at the meeting. 

 

The representative from UNEP, Ms. Maaike Jansen, began her intervention by discussing the 

range of activities across her organisation’s work programme that support LLDCs in the context 

of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. She focused on the primary entry points in the VPoA for 

UNEP – which are the paragraphs that call for promoting energy efficient investment in LLDCs 

and facilitating green economic transformation, and that address access to affordable, reliable 

and renewable energy. She stated that a green economy presents the opportunity to sustainably 

diversify export markets, reduce exposure to market instability and to build the economic 

resilience, while safeguarding the natural resource base upon which LLDCs economies are 

heavily dependent. Furthermore, green economy is underpinned by access to clean, efficient, 
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affordable and reliable energy.  She believed that the time is right for LLDCs to put their stock of 

natural resources into the development of sustainable, renewable, and clean energy, with many 

benefits beyond economic growth, including climate change mitigation, green job creation and 

ecological conservation.  

 

Ms. Jansen then discussed the Partnership for Action on the Green Economy (PAGE), which 

brings together the expertise of five UN organisations - UNEP, ILO, UNDP, UNIDO and 

UNITAR - working closely with national governments, to offer a comprehensive and 

coordinated package of technical assistance and capacity building services to transform 

economic policymaking. She informed the meeting that through PAGE, UNEP is supporting 

nations in reframing economic policies and practices around sustainability to foster economic 

growth, create income and jobs, reduce poverty and inequality, and strengthen the ecological 

foundations of their economies, with Burkina Faso and Mongolia being two fully fledged PAGE 

countries.  

 

Ms. Jansen detailed the PAGE presence in Burkina Faso, with the primary objective of 

integrating inclusive green economy goals and targets into the next development plan (2016-

2020), and that a Green Economy Assessment completed in mid-2015 is being used as an input 

into the national development plan process. The study examines the environmental, social and 

economic impacts of increased investment into the green economy. Furthermore, a joint work 

plan has been developed with two other major joint UN initiatives – the Poverty-Environment 

Initiative (PEI), and SWITCH Africa Green, and that such joint work planning ensures 

programme synergies, and presents a ‘ONE UN’ offer to governments. She then detailed the role 

of the PAGE partnership in Mongolia, which has directly linked the development and 

implementation of the country’s Green Development Policy (GDP) adopted in 2014 by providing 

technical support, fostering political commitment, and modelling economic, social and 

environmental implications of GDP targets. She stated that PAGE advances policy development 

and reform in specific sectors and thematic areas, such as green construction and sustainable 

public procurement. Ms. Jansen concluded her intervention by saying that other LLDCs such as 

Azerbaijan, Bhutan, Rwanda and Uganda contribute to the ‘PAGE Exchange’, where countries 

can share their initiatives, policies, success stories, and lessons related to the advancements of 

inclusive and green economies. 

 

The representative from COMESA, Mr. Bernard Dzawanda, informed the meeting that 

COMESA has nineteen Member States, of which seven are landlocked developing countries. He 

stated that the COMESA Treaty recognized the importance of transit issues since 1994 when 

COMESA was born out of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA), and contains the COMESA 

Protocol on Transit Trade and Transit Facilities. He acknowledged congruency between the 

specific goals of the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA) and the objectives of COMESA as 

stated in its founding Treaty.   

 

Mr. Dzawanda informed the meeting that COMESA is engaged in a series of activities in 

mainstreaming the VPoA, including the creation of new corridor management institutions and 

strengthening existing ones, based on the efficiency gains arising from coordination efforts in 

improving corridor infrastructure, harmonisation of legislation and processes, implementation of 

trade and transport transit instruments. He continued by saying that the application of various 

http://www.un-page.org/
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COMESA trade and transport facilitation instruments along COMESA corridors has positively 

contributed to corridor efficiency, improved utilization of resources and reduction in trade 

transaction costs. He listed some of these instruments, including Regional Customs Transit 

Guarantee, Yellow Card (regional third party insurance), COMESA Customs Document, 

COMESA Carrier License, COMESA Transit Plates, Harmonised Road User Charges, Axle 

Load Limits and Vehicle Dimensions, COMESA Virtual Trade Facilitation System and One 

Stop Border Posts.  

 

Mr. Dzawanda announced that new road and rail infrastructure development was underway in 

some countries, for example Ethiopia-Djibouti and LAPSSET covering Kenya, Ethiopia, South 

Sudan and Sudan, and some new infrastructure projects were in the planning stage like the North 

Western Railways to link Zambia and Angola, and the North Western Link between Swaziland 

and South Africa. Old roads and railway lines are being rehabilitated, for example along the 

North South Corridor and the Trans-African Highway. He stated that provisions of technical 

support to Member States and capacity building are also key activities undertaken by COMESA 

in the execution of its mandate, and COMESA provides funding to Member States under the 

Regional Integration Support Mechanism supported by the European Union as an incentive for 

implementing regionally agreed standards. He informed the meeting that COMESA assists 

Member States in developing project proposals for regional projects based on identified 

development needs for regional clusters and mobilizes resources from collaborating partners for 

project preparation, infrastructure development, trade processes improvement and capacity 

building for both landlocked and transit countries, for example the European Development Fund 

(EDF11).  

 

Mr. Dzawanda stated that COMESA developed an Industrialization Strategy intended to 

transform regional economies, encourages beneficiation and negotiate Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPAs) for the benefit of Member States in terms of growth and increased 

participation in global trade, and that these initiatives have benefited landlocked developing and 

transit countries by reducing transit times, improving utilization of resources, corridor 

infrastructure, border process and reduced delays at border stations hence improved overall 

corridor efficiency and reduction in the cost of doing business. He concluded his intervention by 

saying that the efforts have also eliminated bottlenecks, improved transport capacity and safety, 

and extended the life of vehicles, resulting in new skills development and integration of markets. 

 

The representative of the World Bank, Mr. Nicholas Bian, started his intervention by 

acknowledging the well-known development constraints of LLDCs, and assured the meeting that 

they are a priority for the World Bank. He cited the World Bank’s long track record of assistance 

on issues of transit and sustainable transport, with the World Bank this year contributing about 

$2 billion in investments and technical assistance to improve LLDCs’ connectivity, and over the 

course of the past 10 years, the WBG has provided financing amounting to $51 billion to 

LLDCs, as well as managed trust funds providing nearly $1 billion a year in additional resources.   

 

Mr. Bian stated that the WB has regular contact with UN-OHRLLS to discuss connectivity 

issues and agreed with them that these countries should benefit from the growing attention to 

transport corridors, trade facilitation and regional integration schemes to improve their 

connectivity. He informed the meeting that this year the WBG has financed major regional 
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transport corridor programs in Central Asia and Africa, worked with partner countries on issues 

that underpin LLDCs’ success stories, such as on customs reform, and just recently their 

Executive Board approved the Santa Cruz Road Corridor connector project aimed at 

strengthening the connectivity between Bolivia and Brazil. He stated that the WB’s experience 

shows that it is critical to complement infrastructure lending with policy reform and advising 

services, and that this requires upstream analytical work and better project preparation to provide 

a framework for interventions on specific corridors, benchmarking of corridor performance, 

designing and implementing effective transit regimes, support for regional integration, and 

engagement of and dialogue with key stakeholders including the private sector. He stated that 

this will be his organisation’s modus operandi moving forward in the context of supporting 

LLDCs and the first priority area of the VPoA. 

 

Mr. Bian informed the meeting that the WBG provides around $2 billion a year in financial 

support on Trade Facilitation, and has established a trust fund to mobilize resources for the 

implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, with well over $3 million in contributions 

received. He added that should there be donor interest, the WBG is willing to step up its 

assistance to LLDCs and create a dedicated trust fund for LLDCs; such a trust fund would assist 

landlocked clients and transit neighbors in policy reforms to improve their connectivity, and in 

upstream studies to facilitate infrastructure investments that will land-link these countries. 

 

Mr. Bian concluded his intervention by acknowledging the role that climate change in 

sustainable development, though it is not strictly outlined as a priority area in the Vienna 

Programme of Action. He informed the meeting that in October they launched a new report, 

Shockwaves: Managing the Impacts of Climate Change on Poverty, that showed that unless 

strong climate smart action were taken now, more than 100 million additional people will find 

themselves in poverty by 2030, with LLDCs being disproportionately affected. He added that in 

the previous week they launched the Africa Climate Change Business Plan, which sets out a 

prioritized program of high priority investments needed to ensure resilient growth in Africa, with 

eight of the plan’s components, accounting for $5.7 billion of funding (35% of the total), 

promote climate resiliency and low carbon development in 13 LLDCs. He also added that the 

contribution of IDA to the financing of these activities is expected to be around $1.8 billion. Mr. 

Bian finished by stating that the World Bank remains fully engaged in helping implement the 

Vienna Programme of Action, and that given the development challenges in these countries and 

the significant financing needs, the WBG will continue to work alongside the UN and interested 

donor parties to support the agenda of LLDCs. 

 

The representative from UNDP, Ms. Eunice Kamwendo, began her intervention by stating that 

LLDC’s and LDC’s remain the heart of UNDP’s work globally, and that the UNDP remains 

committed to the VPoA and its implementation in the context of Agenda 2030. She informed the 

meeting that UNDP provides programme and policy support at country level (represented by 

country offices) in most of the countries globally, and as such, it will use its global presence and 

expertise to ensure that Agenda 2030 and the VPoA are mainstreamed in national 

planning/policy documents. 

 

Ms. Kamwendo noted UNDP’s collaboration with the United Nations Development Group 

(UNDG) in finalizing the Mainstreaming And Policy Support (MAPS) strategy –an integrated 
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tool that will be used by UN Country teams to support the domestication, mainstreaming of 

Agenda 2030 and associated frameworks like the VPoA. She stated that UNDP, with its partners, 

will ensure that the VPoA is mainstreamed in policy and programme documents of LLDCs. She 

added that UNDP has held global discussions in order to roll out the MAPS within the UN 

system, with two meetings held so far in Korea (November) and New York (November). She 

informed the meeting that UNDP will be rolling out the MAPS Strategy while awaiting full 

completion to programme countries and regions, starting February 2016, and targeting to roll out 

to at least 20 countries that will be developing their national strategies in 2016/17, the majority 

of which are LLDCs. 

 

Ms. Kamwendo concluded her intervention by saying that beyond the mainstreaming work, 

UNDP will continue to provide country programme support laying emphasis on Goals 1, 10 and 

16 of the Agenda 2030, which are priority areas in UNDPs Strategic Plan (2013 – 2017). 

 

The representative of UNECLAC, Mr. Ricardo Sánchez noted that the ECLAC ongoing work 

of the trends in economic infrastructure investments in Latin America was an important input for 

understanding the past, current and future policies of LLDCs and transit countries in the region.  

He also informed the meeting participants about several requests of technical assistance received 

by ECLAC, including the request from both Plurinational State of Bolivia and Chile to carry out 

analytical studies aimed at improving the connection between Arica/Chile and Bolivia (their 

main bilateral corridor), the request from the Bolivian Foreign Ministry to help in assessing the 

economic implications of its landlocked status and, finally, the new initiative on addressing the 

linkages between the infrastructure and logistics issues and the exploitation of natural resources. 

    

Mr. Sánchez also invoked the importance of the general context of Agenda 2030 for the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, as they are clear linkages between the two 

instruments, going beyond the most obvious connections in Goals 7 (energy), 9 (infrastructure) 

and 10 (reducing inequality).  Another important dimension was the linkage between VPoA and 

the Addis Ababa Action Programme, which tackled many issues of direct relevance to VPoA, 

including the financing dimension for many of the actions expected from LLDCs and transit 

countries. To maximize on the possible synergies between VPoA and these global development 

programme, ECLAC will be preparing a conceptual note where the linkages between VPoA, 

Agenda 2030, AAAA and other relevant initiatives will be explored in details. 

 

Finally, Mr. Sánchez mentioned the SE4ALL initiative and, in particular, the SE4ALL 

Americas’ Hub, as another instance and initiative important for reaching the VPoA goals. In a 

way of conclusion, he emphasised the role of the UNASUR, as the key political institution for 

advancing the goals of integration of physical infrastructure in South America. 

 

The representative of the UNWTO, Mr. Kazi A. Rahman indicated that his organisation is 

working on a visa facilitation programme which is in line with the implementation of the VPoA. 

He also noted that UNWTO is working on 2 targets of the SDGs target 8.9 and 12b that are 

related to the implementation of the VPoA. 
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F. Way Forward and Closing 
 

In his closing remarks, Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Policy Development, Coordination, 

Monitoring and Reporting Service, UN-OHRLLS thanked the participants for their dedication 

and valuable contribution. He indicated that the discussions had revealed the different and 

valuable activities that the organizations present were undertaking to support the LLDCs and to 

implement the VPoA. He stressed the need for the participating organizations to foster 

collaboration and ensure that they deliver as one. He also underscored the need to promote 

coherence and strong linkages between the VPoA, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda, and the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement. 
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Annex II: Agenda 
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- Way forward and conclusion  

- END  

 

 


