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A. Introduction

The United Nations Office of the High-Represen&atfor Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Islandvddaping States (OHRLLS)
organized the secondnter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting (IACG) ohet
Preparatory Process for the Comprehensive Ten-Reaiew Conference of the Almaty
Programme of Action, on 6 December, 2012 in Gend@Ve objective of the second
IACG Meeting was to undertake further consultatiansl gather commitments by inter
agency partners regarding the organization of prderence events, publications,
regional review meetings, as well as their contidns to the private sector track of the
conference and its main priority areas.

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Gyan Chandra Achddyaler-Secretary-General and
High Representative for the Least Developed CoestriLandlocked Developing

Countries and Small Island Developing States. K ABbassador Yong Chanthalangsy,
Permanent Representative of the Lao People’s DeatiocRepublic to the United

Nations in Geneva, and Global Chair of the LLDC @rand H.E. Ambassador Juan
Esteban Aguirre Martinez, Permanent Representafi\Raraguay to the United Nations
in Geneva, and Coordinator of the Group of LLDC ®rade and Development
participated in the opening session. The meeting atteended by 17 UN System and
other international organizations as shown in tlaetigpants’ list in annex 1. The

meeting followed the programme of work presentedrinex 2.

B. Opening Session
Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Ambassador Yong Chamntlgala and Ambassador Juan
Esteban Aguirre Martinez, presented statementsempening session.

In his statement Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya notettti@Almaty Programme of Action

(APoA) had managed to bring the global attentionthe pressing development
challenges faced by the LLDCs. He highlighted thatspecial concerns of LLDCs have
been recognized in the international developmergndg, including inter alia the

Millennium Development Goals, the multi-lateral o&gtions in the WTO, the Doha
Declaration adopted at the UNCTAD XllI Conferenecel ahe outcome document of the
Rio+20 conference. International support to LLD@ghe form of Official Development

Assistance, Aid for Trade, South-South co-operata®bt relief, technical and capacity
building assistance had increased over the revexvogb.

He indicated that encouraging progress had beele\ath towards establishing secure
and efficient transit transport systems and enlthm@le facilitation. He noted that the
LLDC’s share of global exports and economic growthd increased since 2003.
Furthermore he pointed to the advances that set¢f@Cs had made in net primary
enrolment, gender parity in primary education, espntation of women in decision-
making, and in stemming the spread of HIV/AIDS.

The High Representative remarked that while the CeOhad made some progress on
economic and social development, the current glob#bok was fragile and presented



major challenges to the LLDCs. He noted that theltvdrade Organization had further
downgraded its forecast for world trade growth 16 % for the year 2012 as a whole,
down from 3.7 % because of weak external demandianlining commodity prices. He

also indicated that the LLDCs had not achievedcsiral transformation, economic

diversification and built strong productive capmdtand this had left the LLDCs highly
vulnerable to trade shocks. He also noted that dewelopment challenges including
global financial, economic, fuel and food crisesd alimate change were eroding the
development gains that had been achieved by LLDCs.

Mr. Acharya emphasized that the ten-year reviewearence should formulate and adopt
a renewed ambitious, strengthened and actionat#enational development partnership
framework that can support the LLDCs to adequatelgkle these challenges. He
underscored the need to incorporate broader deveopissues in developing the new
LLDC development framework. He also stressed tleg bhew framework should
strengthen national level ownership and follow-up.

The High Representative informed the meeting thed preparatory process was
progressing satisfactorily. He indicated that tbeent General Assembly draft resolution
on the Almaty Programme of Action set out the miiésl for the conference and would
be adopted by the General Assembly before the etitegear. Additionally he reported
that the first thematic pre-conference event oarlmtional Trade, Trade Facilitation and
Aid for Trade had been successfully held in Septamin Almaty Kazakhstan, with the
adoption of a forward-looking outcome document wiglsommendations in the area of
international trade, trade facilitation and aid ia@de that would feed into the preparation
of the outcome document of the conference. The Righbresentative expressed his great
appreciation to all the organizations that contebluto the success of the Almaty
thematic meeting.

In his statement, His Excellency Ambassador Yongar@tmalangsy noted that
considerable progress had been achieved in thielisbtaent of efficient transit transport
systems with the support of the transit developaugyintries and the development
partners. He however noted that there remained rmarie work to be done in order to
address the special problems and needs of LLD@&khss the new global challenges.

His Excellency stressed that in the ten-year reviesnference, the international

community should comprehensively and critically emss the implementation of the

Almaty Programme of Action in terms of best prassicand implementation gaps,
identify effective international, regional, sub-i@gal and domestic policies and support
measures in the area of international trade amditreransport cooperation in the light of
new and emerging challenges, partnerships and tappiees and the means to address
them. He indicated that the LLDC Group recognizkd trucial role played by the

private sector in international trade and investmantransit transport infrastructure

development and supported its active involvemetiténconference.



Ambassador Chanthalangsy pointed out that the megrgmme of action should address
new challenges and opportunities that had ariseif®Cs that were not yet visible in
2003, including climate change, land degradatiesedification and deforestation.

He informed the meeting that the Government oflthe People's Democratic Republic
would host the regional review meeting on the imm@atation of the Almaty Programme
for the Asian and European region which would betip organized by UNESCAP,

UNECE and OHRLLS from 5 to 7 March 2013 in VienganHe encouraged all
stakeholders including all UN agencies and inteonal organizations to contribute to
and actively participate in the regional review tireg

In his remarks, H.E. Ambassador Juan Esteban AgMartinez noted that in preparing
for the ten-year review, the LLDCs needed to adoplifferent conceptual analysis of
their special challenges with a view to achievdauoable development. He underscored
that LLDCs needed to undertake a strategic tramsftion of their economies through
strengthening of their productive capacities, grediversification and value addition to
their exports. He also encouraged LLDCs to prodexjgeort goods that were of low
volume but of high quality, which could help themnimize transaction costs while
maximizing foreign exchange earnings. These measuaeild help LLDCs to improve
their resilience against external shocks, inclugiopmmodity price volatility. He stressed
that such structural transformation also requiezthmological advances through greater
development of relevant innovations and intensifexthnology transfer; increased access
to capital and increased participation of LLDCsvalue chains at all levels, bilateral,
sub-regional, regional and global.

Ambassador Martinez emphasized that an equal fpaifncooperation on a win-win
basis with mutual benefits should be strengthenetvden LLDCs, their transit
neighbours and other neighbouring countries thraergtanced South-South cooperation.
This South-South cooperation should be projectedheo rest of the world through
increased commercial volume of trade. He undersconat the APoOA was outward
looking and depended on resources from the outsidedd. He underlined that the
successor programme should make the LLDCs to faoward and achieve greater
changes from within and project these changesaaovtrid.

Ambassador Martinez also stressed that LLDCs showdte further efforts towards
achieving the MDGs. In particular highly skilledbtzur and an educated and healthy
population were important for achieving structurr@nsformation. He called for more
information and analytical work on the progress tHaDCs had achieved in all sectors
for example education, health, employment, FDI,ditretransport corridors, trade
facilitation and others. This would allow the LLD&oup to be very knowledgeable of
its characteristics, the diversity and commonalitreits membership that made the group
unique. This would foster a stronger common negogiaplatform as well as the
development of a successor programmme that cowdtt ygreater impact. He also
recommended the development of indicators to effelgt monitor the new programme.
He concluded by challenging the LLDC Group to taklvantage of what had happened



in the first decade of the Almaty Programme andettgy a new vision of where they
would like to be in the following decade, building the successes of the current decade.

C. Consultations on the substantive and organizationgbreparations for
the conference

In this session, Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Directdr UN-OHRLLS, provided an
overview of the status of the preparatory procédkwed by interventions by the UN
Regional Commissions and other participating orzgion.

Update on the latest decision by the General Asseigbon the 10-year
Review Conference of the Almaty Programme of Actionand the
Roadmap.

In her presentation Ms. Schroderus-Fox indicatetltthe General Assembly had recently
reiterated its decision to hold a comprehensiveytar review conference of the Almaty
Programme of Action in 2014. The Conference willdreceded by two sessions of the
Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee that &kt place in the first part of 2014.

The Director also pointed out that the Conferenceild be preceded by thematic and
regional preparations in a most effective, wellistured and broad participatory manner.
She indicated that the preparatory process folCiveference is being undertaken along
three main tracks including: the intergovernmentatk; the Inter-Agency track; and the
Private Sector track.

Ms. Schroderus-Fox pointed out that, under thegateernmental track, the LLDCs were
requested to submit national reports on the impigat®n of the Almaty Programme
that would directly feed into the regional levelimvs. She highlighted that Regional
reviews would be held in 2013 in Africa, Latin Arear, Europe and Asia. She informed
the meeting that ECLAC, who had not been able tendt was planning to organize the
Latin American regional review in August/Septem(#13. She indicated that the
outcomes of the regional reviews would feed intodlobal level preparations.

The UN-OHRLLS Director informed the Meeting thatnsaltations with potential host
countries were still underway.

Under the Inter-Agency Track she called on all TREG partners to contribute to the
preparatory process through LLDC-focused new amalytresearch and publications,
full-fledged pre-conference thematic events an@ &dents at the Conference. She also
encouraged all partners to ensure the participatibrtheir Head of Agency at the
Conference in 2014.



Presentations by IACG Partners

The representative of tHedNESCAP, Mr. Syed Nuruzzaman informed the meeting that
UNESCAP remained fully committed to the LDCs, LLD&sd SIDS in supporting their
development aspirations. He informed the meetiag with the support of OHRLLS and
in collaboration with the Government of MongoliaNBSCAP organized a high-level
policy dialogue on the Almaty Programme of Actiamr the LLDCs in Ulaanbaatar in
April 2011. He indicated that the meeting adopteel Ulaanbaatar Declaration on the
LLDCs, which had been noted by the Commission ttinoa resolution in May 2011.

Mr. Nuruzzaman informed the meeting that UNESCAR wa@llaborating with OHRLLS
and UNECE in organizing the Euro-Asian regionali¢evmeeting to be hosted by the
Government of Lao Peoples’ Democratic Republic fferto 7 March in Vientiane. He
indicated that UNESCAP established an inter-divialonter-SRO Task Team, led by his
Division that jointly developed a draft concept e@nd a tentative programme. He
informed the meeting that the regional meeting Waelview the four priority areas of
the APOA and hold a special technical session onesof the emerging and persistent
challenges faced by the LLDCs that include extesmalcks such as food-fuel-financial
crises, climate change consequences, and poverguality and social disparities.
UNESCAP, UNECE and OHRLLS are jointly drafting thwerall Review Paper and
seven technical background papers to support tepapation of the Overall Review
Paper. He also indicated that UNESCAP would inviterested agencies to substantively
contribute to this process and take an activeipdkte final regional review.

Mr. Nuruzzaman indicated that the regional revieweting would adopt an Outcome
Document which will be brought to the attention WNESCAP’s Commission in late
April-early May 2013 and then transmitted to OHRL&S Euro-Asian regional input to
the global and final review conference of the APeRpected to be held in 2014.

The UNECE representativelMs. Eva Molnar, indicated that UNECE was a reguiato
body of some UN conventions of great relevancééoll DCs, such as the Convention
on Harmonization of Border Controls, the TIR Convem, agriculture standards, vehicle
regulations etc. UNECE was also a policy leadespecific areas such as transport,
border crossing facilitation, trade facilitatiomdwledge centre in concrete areas such as
analytical work in support of regulatory developmemhile it also provided technical
assistance and capacity building. She pointedhattthe UNECE region had more than
half of the landlocked developing countries and sokey LLDCs and their transit
neighbours had common membership with UNECE and SCKP.

Ms. Molnar informed the meeting that within UNECECentre of Inland Transport and
Centre of Trade Facilitation and Electronic Busse@JN/CEFACT) had been
established. In 2012, two new contracting partiesl hoined the Harmonization
Convention. A new Annex on railways had been agteesks part of the Harmonization
Convention. The TIR Convention had been amendeaahpoove its governance structure
and clarify responsibilities of the guaranteeingamizations. Progress had also been
made towards establishing the eTIR and the unradday law.



With regard to analytical and policy dialogue, N#olnar pointed out that UNECE had:
developed the Euro-Asian Transport Links (EATL) trabuntry transport investment
plan; prepared a study on the comparison of inlasdmaritime transport between
Europe and Asia; facilitated the policy dialogughMEATL countries; and launched a
joint resource book by OSCE and UNECE. With redgaraapacity building, UNECE
had provided training to LLDCs at the OSCE Dushastadf College; and they had been
undertaking a development account project on C2@neonication. She also informed
the meeting that UNECE is currently organizing &&TE Ministerial meeting to be held
on 26 February, 2013; and the Road and Rail fimgnand facilitation conference to be
held on 25 February, 2013.

Ms. Molnar indicated that UNECE'’s strategic goaits border control facilitation
included: increasing the number of parties to thenv@ntion of Harmonization of
Frontier Control; launching the implementation amdnitoring of the Harmonization
Convention; an@mbarking on the eTIR.

She underscored that although some progress had dmweved in implementing the
Almaty Programme, much more remained to be impleeterShe warned that before
embarking on new mandates for the successor progeant would be important to
preserve the original focus and achieve its fupplementation. She noted that some new
issues, like climate change adaptation and climbhtsmge mitigation were dealt with in
several other dedicated fora. She mentioned thahenarea of transport, the Inland
Transport Committee serviced by UNECE had been wgrtogether with other regional
commissions in leading a global project on meaguimtand transport generated carbon
dioxide and facilitating the choice of the most atdble transport policy package (the
ForFITS project). In the area of inland transptECE had been working on an
assessment report at a regional level, the restiltghich would be made available before
the review conference in 2014.

With regard to economic development, Ms. Molnaeddhat issues of structural reforms
and the concern on trade competitiveness were éhdiseussed in 2003, but at that time
countries had not been eager to include them imoAlmaty goals. Furthermore she
underlined that the Almaty Programme contained #hiat remained relevant today, such
as the involvement of transit neighbours withoutowhno transit facilitation could be
achieved. She stressed that the gateway to increesge competitiveness should be
through the improvement of border crossing condgjo transport access and
connectivity, transit relations etc and there wasead to preserve such focus. She also
suggested that the new programme should developatods to help in monitoring
progress.

The UNECA representative, Mr. Magdi Farahat, informed thesting that the main

elements of UNECA'’s activities under the Almaty giamme, in conjunction with the
African Union and towards the global target of tumtinental free trade area, included:
(a) activities related to the Trans African Highwidgtwork and related work on road
safety and policy harmonization with the SSATP; ififyastructure development and



related policy work on regional norms adopted by AU conference of ministers and
endorsed by the AU Summit in January 2012; (c)atmtation with WTO, OECD, AU
and the RECs on the Aid for Trade initiative inchgl preparatory work for the Global
Review in 2013; (d) trade facilitation research amgblementation (with a number of
development partners including AU, WTO, AfDB an@ tRECs) particularly in relation
to transport/transit corridors across Africa; (errhonization of the legal/regulatory
arrangements, establishment of corridor committaed one-stop border posts; (f)
collaboration with AU and AfDB and other developrheartners on the Programme for
Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA); and)(gvork undertaken on the
implementation of the Yamoussokro Decision on A@risport.

With regard to the preparation of the regional eavimeeting in Africa, Mr. Farahat
informed the meeting that UNECA had recruited cdtasis to prepare the background
document; the venue of the meeting would be Addiab’ and the date of the meeting
would be decided soon. He indicated that UNECA wdkto organize a thematic event,
however progress on this had been delayed duedadial and recruitment issues.

The UNCTAD representativeMr. Gunter Fischer, noted that 2014 would also e t
50th anniversary of UNCTAD. He noted that UNCTADdHaeen working on LLDCs-
related issues since its very first conference helii964 with a focus on transport and
transit related issues. He indicated that UNCTAD kwing in a wealth of the experience
to the preparatory process. He stated that UNCTAIDIevorganize three events: (1) an
expert group meeting on innovations in the tradgstecs for LLDCs in 2013; (2) a
global services meeting in China, also in 2013t wWauld devote a session to services of
importance to LLDCs; and (3) a World Investmentuforin early 2014 that would also
dedicate a special session to the LLDCs. He indit#tat UNCTAD would be ready to
contribute to other events organized by other amgdions.

Mr. José Maria Rubiato of UNCTAD Division on Techogy and Logistics, presented
the main activities of UNCTAD in the field of trahdransport and trade facilitation
relating to improving LLDCs’ trade potential. Inidg so Mr. Rubiato presented a study
“The way to the Ocean”, soon to be published, Iogkat three transit corridors in
Eastern Africa and drawing lessons on successfutisns with potential for replication
in other regions. The report suggests looking ra&etlypes of actions dealing respectively
with: the joint management of transport corridaise enforcement of regulatory and
operational arrangements to increase the relighdlitd predictability of transit flows;
and, some solutions to contribute to increase tvatlemes through freight consolidation
centers thereby leading to improved investmentmeddi transport operation.

Mr. Rubiato indicated that this study, togethermwito additional reports to be produced
in the first quarter of 2013, one on bilateral aadional transit agreements and one on
the best scenario outcome for LLDCs of the curfEnside Facilitation Negotiations at
WTO, would form the planned analytical contributiohUNCTAD to the preparatory
process in the field of transit transport and tréatglitation. The latter two studies had
been requested by UNDP and were to be preparedoipecation with the LLDC Think
Tank.



Furthermore, Mr. Rubiato noted that other plannedtributions include technical
assistance in the field and consensus buildingtsv&ggarding the former, two projects
were currently being executed by UNCTAD in parthgrswith LLDCs: one reviewing
the linkage at national, regional and multilatelealels of trade facilitation measures
being launched by LLDCs and transit neighbours;sbeond project, co-executed with
UNESCAP and UNECA, is aimed at disseminating theclKit for Cross-Border and
Transit transport Process Management” in pilotidors in Central Asia and Eastern
Africa.

With regard to consensus building activities, UN@I Alans to hold an Expert Meeting
in April 2013, entitled "Transport and logisticsnovation for land-locked developing
countries' trade" which will look at the common argsts that LLDCs and transit
countries have in benefitting from economies oflesa@nd the improvement of land
transport systems and seaports. Experts will &gi@w and evaluate the implementation
of the APoA with emphasis on transit and logistrmsovation. UNCTAD also plans to
participate in regional events and in the privaetsr track through various seminars and
workshops involving transport business sectorsvadh transit transport operations for
LLDCs trade.

The representative of théNCCD, Dr. Mohamadou Mansour N’'Diaye noted that most of
the LLDCs are facing desertification, land degramatand the effects of drought
(DLDD). He pointed out that recent developmentduding the Rio+20 outcome “The
future we want” made a clear reference to DLDD dadLLDCs, particularly in
paragraphs 205-209 and world leaders pledged e dtor a land degradation neutral
world.

Dr. N'Diaye noted that UNCCD had been supportingeced countries, including
LLDCs, on efforts to align their national actionogrammes with the objectives of the
UNCCD 10 Year Strategy (2008-2018), which includdd strategic objectives
(improvement of the affected populations almostilkoh people; improvement of the
affected ecosystems, contribute to global beneafgthg the LAND potentials and
mobilizing financial resources). In this regarcg tihhain objective of UNCCD was to help
these countries build resilience; monitor the intpaaf DLDD and take appropriate
measures at national, sub regional and regionaldetdle underscored that unless matters
relating to sustainable land management were falkgn into consideration, it would be
difficult to successfully address challenges sushfad security, water scarcity and
forced migrations.

Dr. N'Diaye informed the meeting that UNCCD’s reg# coordination offices in Africa,
Latin America and Asia, would participate and aelyv contribute to the upcoming
regional review meetings. He also indicated thatcamperation with OHRLLS and
UNFCCC, UNCCD could also facilitate the organizataf a parallel event in the context
of its next Conference of Parties session - COR thiht would be held in the autumn
2013. He stated that UNCCD national focal pointsrfrthe LLDCs could be mobilized



to actively participate and coordinate at counéwel with their counterparts in charge of
the Almaty Programme implementation.

TheWTO representative, Mr. Raul Torres highlighted that 4th Global Review on Aid
For Trade would focus on connecting to value chaind would include a monitoring
exercise for the private sector. On the Tradelf&odn negotiations he mentioned that
negotiations continued with the view of having ade Facilitation (TF) deliverable for
the Ninth WTO Ministerial Conference to take placeBali in December 2013. He also
noted that whether or not an Agreement on Tradédifasion is adopted at the Ministerial
Meeting, it was certain that 2013 was going to loeitecal year for the TF negotiations.
Therefore LLDCs should become more engaged andatfiwean the negotiations of a TF
Agreement that would fulfil its potential to impmthe legal framework for LLDCs, in
particular on the issue of freedom of transit. \WWMO accessions, he indicated that there
were positive results for LLDC accessions in 20%thwhe completion of the accession
packages for Lao and Tajikistan, hopefully this ldoalso be the case for Kazakhstan in
2013. He also highlighted that in July 2012 the @VGeneral Council agreed to and
formally adopted a decision which would bring gezatonfidence and build more trust in
the ability of the WTO to address the specific reeetlLDCs in accession which could
benefit a few LLDC-LDCs that are still in accession

TheWorld Bank representative, Mr. MombelHoppe,indicated that the Bank had been
contributing to the Almaty implementation throughojects under the IBRD-IDA

portfolio, mainly corridor projects in Africa (CEM3), North-South, Tema-Ouaga,
Kazakhstan (West), and other concrete projectsatilittite trade under the Trade
Facilitation Facility (a 40 million USD trust fundas well as through knowledge
production and dissemination. Recent publicationsluded: The cost of being
landlocked, Trade and Transport Facilitation Asses®, Logistics in Lagging Regions,
Logistics Performance Index 2012; Doing Busines&226 all of which highlighted

challenges facing LLDCs.

Mr. Hoppe indicated that the major lesson learnasked on the Bank’s work was not a
lack of physical infrastructure (road, borders, IYand the legal framework that were
the traditional areas of focus, but the lack of lenpentation mechanisms for transit;
dysfunctional markets for logistics services andegpance. He underscored that the two
key policy areas with potential for cost reductiansluded: (1) transit systems and
processes: ie. simplify processes, ensure effedgtiy@lementation mechanisms, and
reduce multiple clearance, differentiated treatnwérdperators; and (2) logistics services
market: ie. align incentives for efficient transpand transit operations, liberalization
and competition, phase out anti-competitive prastisuch as cartels and queuing system
wherever possible.

The UNDP representative, Ms. Luisa Bernal, outlined threm{s on the work of UNDP
as contributions to the preparatory process. Faisthe request of the Government of
Mongolia, UNDP had been providing support to theerafionalization of the
International Think-tank for the LLDCs establishied2009. In that context UNDP would
support the realization of three Think Tank pulilmas to be available in the first quarter



of 2013 on the following topics: Handbook for LLDTsade Negotiators; Bilateral and
Transport Agreements of the LLDCs: A comparatived$tof Benefits and Bottlenecks;
and WTO Round’'s Trade Facilitation Negotiations:sB®utcome Scenario for the
LLDCs. UNDP had been partnering with UNCTAD in thpeparation of these
publications which would serve as input to the prapons for the review conference in
2014.

Secondly, in the context of the Enhanced Integradteg@mework for Trade-related
Technical Assistance to LDCs (EIF), UNDP supported realization of Diagnostic
Trade Integration Studies (DTIS) which identifie@im constraints to trade expansion in
LDCs and made recommendations for overcoming ther2013, UNDP would facilitate
the DTIS process in Chad and the Central AfricauRép, two LLDCs.

Thirdly, under the resource mobilization track bétAlmaty Programme, UNDP had
engaged in the implementation of the Wider Euroj fAr Trade Initiative for Central
Asia, South Caucasus and Western Europe, fundeldirdgnd. The first phase of the
programme was launched in 2008. In this contextPbBNvas in preliminary discussions
with the donor about the programmatic content amatding for a third phase of the
imitative to start on 2014.

The representative of thidnited Nations Office for South-South Cooperation Mr
Cosmas Gitta informed the meeting that his orgdioizehad formulated guidelines for
UN organizations and agencies to advance an agptoaSouth-South cooperation that
goes beyond national capacity development to enghadtention to subregional and
regional neighborhoods. In this regard South-Sawgbperation is a framework for
collective action for the provision of subregioraaid regional public goods that can
benefit LLDCs. South-South cooperation is alsorumsental for mobilizing collective
voice by vulnerable states such as LLDCs in glotggotiations. He also indicated that
they use the report of the Secretary-General orsthie of South-South cooperation to
advocate for the needs of LLDCs and they interdbtonore in the future.

The UNEP representative, Ms. Nara Luvsan, noted that UN&Rdcbest contribute to
the review process of the Almaty Programme throtigh following: (a) post—Rio+20,
UNEP had stepped up its work in the area of “IngisGreen Economy” through the
“PAGE” (Partnership in Action for Green Economypgramme covering a wide range
of activities desirable for LLDCs embarking on ttpeen development agenda; (b) the
work under the umbrella of the “10-year Framewark $ustainable Consumption and
Production” would be in synch with sustainable sgaort, productive capacity and trade
facilitation measures of the APoOA in LLDCs; (c) icators for green economy policy
interventions (investment, procurement, green jatzle policy, environmental goods
and services, wellbeing and equity); (d) collaborain the process and launching of the
“Gender and Environment Outlook” as an area whieeeAlmaty review process could
add gender mainstreaming ideas. Ms. Luvsan res@fdNEP’s readiness to collaborate
with the OHRLLS and its multiple partners in thesparatory process for the 2014
conference.
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The representative of thénternational Telecommunication Union (ITU), Mr.
Alphonce Mkama noted that as part of the ITU's cammant to the APOA, the
programme was being mainstreamed into the HyderAlbfidn Plan, adopted during the
fifth World Telecommunication Development Conferen®/TDC-10) of the ITU that
was held from 24 May to 4 June 2010 in Hyderabadial He indicated that the specific
areas of focus include; (a) A comprehensive capduitilding and digital inclusion
programme; (b) Strategies to help LLDCs maximize gblection and use of appropriate
new technologies, such as broadband, digital basiohg and next-generation networks;
(c) Assistance to developing countries in disagsisk reduction and prevention,
preparedness and response and telecommunicatioastimicture reconstruction or
rehabilitation in countries affected by disastensg (d) Provide assistance to LLDCs in
the use of ICTs to mitigate and address the eftgfotimate change.

Mr. Mkama informed the meeting that in the peridil?-2012, ITU had financed and

implemented a number of activities to assist LLDIC¢he use of ICT for Development,

Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Managensanhe of these activities include:

Design and Review of Emergency Telecommunicatidaas? Preparation of regulatory

guidelines on liberalization of gateways and slgarof submarine landing stations;

Migration to Digital Broadcasting; Use of ICTs f@limate Change Adaptation; ICT

Applications and Services for Communities; ICT Toade and Development Strategies;
and Workshops and Capacity Building in Sustaindéeelopment. He also indicated

that ITU is also looking at convening a thematie-ponference event to provide inputs
into the identification of priorities of the newd@rramme of Action for LLDCs.

The representative of thimternational Trade Center (ITC), Ms. Poonam Mohun
informed the meeting that their programme on nonfteneasures that was started in
2010 is benefitting five LLDCs — Burkina Faso, Rwan Malawi, Paraguay and
Kazakhstan. She indicated that the programme imgollarge scale surveys and
interviews of exporting companies to capture theide to trade and their experience in
doing business. She indicated that surveys andmnatistakeholder workshops had
already been held in Burkina Faso, Rwanda and Malabstacles were identified and
recommendations were suggested for their remov.@®inted out that the full study of
Burkina Faso was available on ITC’s website.

The representative of th€ommon Fund for Commodities (CFC) Mr. Andrey
Kuleshov indicated that the focus of the CFC wasaddressing specific development
problems facing countries which depend on commeslitiHe indicated that in the
constituency of LLDCs, some 23 countries also fellthe category of Commodity
Dependent Developing Countries (CDDCs). He undeestcdhat reliance on export
commodity sector could be seen as an indicatioim@failure of countries to develop a
comparative advantage in production and export ighdr value added products.
However, he stressed that in the case of LLDCditeto the global economy through
commodity export and trade was further complicdigdhe transportation costs and the
economic situation in transit countries. As a regus curtailed the capacity of LLDCs to
generate income and employment driven by the glebahomic growth. He informed
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the meeting that the CFC focuses on actions whacidcwork effectively in landlocked
CDDCs to address this problem.

Mr. Kuleshov indicated that the CFC was a practioatitution and its main instrument
of operations was project financing. CFC providepp®rt for actions which would

identify successful experience in the context oDids, and provide opportunities for up-
scaling of successes to take maximum advantagse dévelopment benefits. The typical
projects funded by the CFC fell in one of the br@aeas of: capacity building; value
addition; diversification; financial instrumentscansk mitigation.

Mr. Kuleshov provided two examples of projects rabefunded by the CFC. These
include: (1) Strengthening regional trade in trapifruits in the Mekong region. The
project allows Laos, being a landlocked country, take advantage of the trade
opportunities in the Mekong river basin by focugson high value markets for tropical
fruits; and (2) Support for Agricultural Commodigxchange in Malawi. In this project,
a stakeholder owned Agricultural Commodities Exg®aACE) took the initiative to

introduce and promote a transparent uniform meshato facilitate marketing of locally

produced maize. This allows Malawi to increase alWetomestic grain availability by

facilitating national and regional trade. ACE iswnseriously looking at expanding its
model to the regional level.

Mr. Kuleshov indicated that in preparation for tlegiew, the CFC intends to arrange for
case studies of successful development of commdudised value chains in LLDCs.

From these case studies, it is expected that grapgortunities could be identified,

providing concrete directions for investment aswéebbles for the future programme.
This is based on the experience of recent CFC wewoént in the Istanbul Programme of
Action for the LDCs.

The representative of tHaternational Road Union, Mr. Igor Rounov highlighted the
major projects related to LLDCs that his organ@ais implementing since the last inter
agency meeting in February 2012. These includedRbeUNMAS project on demining
roads connecting Central Afghanistan to CentralaAscountries. 17million square
meters of mine fields had been cleaned and thisitm@doved the lives of 7 million
people. IRU would be reactivating the TIR systemAfighanistan starting from 2013.
The focus would be on development and promotiofir dpplications to TIR including
TIR-EPD (electronic declaration), SAFE-TIR, CUTE-8$E and others. Other major
projects included the Model highway initiative (MHaimed at creation of ancillary
infrastructure along the roads in Central Asia amaultaneous administrative reforms to
liberalise road transport regulations.

Mr. Rounov pointed out the major events that IRWd baganized or participated in that
had fostered the Almaty goals. These were: the ezente on Perspectives of
development of transit transport and trade in Gérlsia and Caspian Region held in
Ashgabat in May 2012; and the IRU patrticipationtlie recently held thematic pre-
conference event on international trade, tradelit@oon and aid for trade held in
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Almaty. He indicated that IRU would collaborate hwgartner organizations to organize a
high-level conference in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, @pt&mber 2013.

Mr. Rounov indicated that the IRU would further tloute to the review process
through: (1) a Special Study on road transporti®Cs; (2) participation in the regional
meetings in Asia and Africa; and (3) a side eventaad transport at the Conference in
2014.

The representative of th@rganization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), Mr Roel Janssens, noted that trade and transaaititdtion had been on the
Organization’s agenda since 2006, and two Minigte@iouncil Decisions (adopted in
2006 under Belgian and in 2011 under Lithuanian i@tenship) provide a strong
mandate for the OSCE to work in this field. Amatger things, these Decisions tasked
the Organization to provide support to the impletagon of the APoA. He noted that
although the OSCE was not a standard-setter ifidlieof trade and transport facilitation
it could push this issue higher up the politicabrga of its membership and try to
promote better cooperation among its LLDCs (paldidy in Central Asia and the South
Caucasus) and their non-landlocked neighbours.

Mr. Janssens informed the meeting that OSCE prdvidehnical support and capacity-
building on a number of international legal instents and standards including the
UNECE Harmonization Convention, the WCO SAFE Framythe WCO Revised
Kyoto Convention etc. In this regard OSCE hasaseland longstanding co-operation
with UNECE and the WCO. In 2009 OSCE establishedushanbe/Tajikistan the
OSCE Border Management Staff College to providénitng to border and customs
officials and trade and transport officials andrpotes closer co-operation mostly among
CIS countries (and Afghanistan).

Mr. Janssens also noted that the OSCE'’s lateséwamient was the publication, jointly
with the UNECE, of eHandbook of Best Practices at Border Crossings H#@de and
Transport Facilitation Perspectivénttp://www.osce.org/eea/882000 The publication
which was particularly relevant as a reference duwt for use by Customs, Trade and
Ministry of Transport officials of LLDCs gave an @wview of tools, instruments,
standards and methodologies available in the boodessing, trade and transport
facilitation fields and provided concrete and picait best practice examples showing
how countries had gone about implementing thesks tad initiated change. He also
indicated that in the course of 2013 OSCE and UNE@Ee planning to organize upon
request of LLDCs in their region national and/ogiomal capacity building and training
seminars on selected parts of the Handbook. Tém®sénars would be tailor-made to the
specific needs of the requesting countries anddcfiuvithin the Almaty Review.

Ms. Schroderus-Fox thanked the participants foir tiheuts. She indicated that she had
taken note of the activities that the organizatimese undertaking in preparation for the
conference in particular: the pre-conference amig ®vents, the studies, the special
analytical reports on LLDCs, projects and capalitjyding activities.
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D. Consultations on the private sector track

In this session a representative of OHRLLS, Mr. déglorj Erdenebileg, made a
presentation introducing the concept note on theafa sector track to the meeting. This
was followed by discussions.

In his presentation Mr. Erdenebileg stressed tbaainvolvement of the private sector
was key to the success of the conference givefodiss on improving LLDCs’ trade
competitiveness. The conference would address skaei of how to improve the
profitability of traders and producers of LLDCs,vasll as trade-related service providers
such as freight forwarders, insurance provideasgport providers, banking services etc.
Furthermore domestic investment and FDI flows wargortant for stimulating
structural transformation in LLDCs and the privagetor could play a major role in this
regard. He underlined that the conference shoutitesd ways and means to increase
domestic and FDI flows into LLDCs. He stressed it views of the private sector
should be carefully accounted for and reflectethenfinal outcome of the Conference.

With regard to the modalities of how to involve thevate sector in the substantive
preparations Mr. Erdenebileg suggested that theafarisector should be involved in the
pre-conference events. The views of the privatéoseshould be heard and reflected in
the outcomes of the preconference events. He gbmié that the private sector should
be involved in the intergovernmental track incluglin the regional meetings and should
meet in parallel to the sessions of the preparatorgmittee. At the conference itself the
private sector should be allowed a platform to ttgveheir common position. He also

suggested the need to organize specific privateois@reparatory events to help the
representatives to come up with their positionthatglobal, regional and national levels,
such as business forum or investment forum. Exjstmechanisms and initiatives,

networking, best practices, and lessons learriieatégional and global levels should be
broadly encouraged. Finally he indicated that thie of the private sector should be
properly highlighted during the conference.

In the ensuing discussion, participants concurreat the private sector was very
important because it contributed to both the soft bard infrastructure required to build
efficient transit systems for LLDCs. They reitechtéhat the private sector should
participate in both the pre-conference and posference and should come up with
concrete deliverables and policy recommendationsvibat had worked well what had

not so as to stimulate increased investment fromptfivate sector in the next decade.
Furthermore the meeting suggested that the prisatdor from developed countries
should be encouraged to participate and sharenmaion on how they could enhance
capacity and facilitate trade in LLDCs.

Some participants indicated the events that theye weganizing that would involve the
private sector. An UNCTAD representative, Mr. JoéAgeber, indicated that his
organization would consider organizing a speciaks®am on LLDCs during the fourth
World Investment Forum to be held in spring 2014isTevent would involve highest-
level policy makers and representatives of thegbeisector, as well as from the broader
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investment-development community, including stoxkhanges, sovereign wealth funds,
international insurance companies, and other mklbtesinesses. UNCTAD would also
consider preparing a brief report on foreign direstestment in LLDCs, based on the
related section in its annual World Investment Repamssibly beefed up with individual

LLDC profiles.

Mr. José Maria Rubiato of UNCTAD informed the megtthat they would organize an
experts meeting in April 2013 with a focus on laigs innovation for LLDCs and trade.
He indicated that they will invite the private sacin particular transport operators. He
indicated that they would participate in regionaeatings and bring the private sector.

Mr. Bonapas Onguglo of UNCTAD Trade Division infoeth the meeting that they
would be organizing the"2Global Services Forum to be held on 27 and 28 RGAB in
China and would devote a segment to LLDCs issugmrticularly issues related to
services and geographical constraints of LLDCs @mdervices trade and development
in general in LLDCs.

Ms. Molnar of UNECE suggested that the 5 biggepbeting firms could be identified in
each and every LLDC, and invited to be part of agbat the global conference. These
firms would be able to share their concerns ana:eepces on how their trade capacity is
hampered and what can be done to address the.igsuadollow up, UNECA suggested
mixing them with representatives of SMEs and ofilayers from the private sector such
as banks to get a more complex picture. Mr. Achaajso suggested that these
representatives of the private sector should beeseptative of all regions in order to
capture the regional variations.

Ms. Molnar stressed that national business reptasens, associations (chambers of
commerce, pro-committees, industry associationg stould play an important role in
shaping the national policies and regulations. ®lo¢ed that suggestions on the
institutional structure, best practices etc. waneluded in the joint OSCE-UNECE
resource book on border crossing facilitation. @ls®d suggested that this could be
another interesting panel topic for the global evafce (an example was given about the
“no-change for at least 2 years — achievementeBiligarian Pro-Committee).

Ms. Molnar briefly presented the paper on “Transpaor sustainable development in the
ECE region”. She indicated that this paper hadstedad the general principle of
sustainable development in “transportation”, i.ecess and affordability for individuals
and for nations, safety, security and environmesuigtainability. UNECE also presented
another recent paper on “Intelligent Transport 8ustainable Mobility”. The paper
analyses the strategic challenges and opportunitdested to IntelligenTransport
Systems and includes best practices from all dvemiorld. In this regard the importance
of the development of both the telecommunicatiord dhe transport sector was
underlined.

The UNECE, UNCTAD, IRU and other participants urited the importance of a
harmonized legal framework for international traffiThe facilitation conventions —
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administered by UNECE — and among them first ofledl Convention on Harmonization
of frontier controls and the TIR would benefit e LLDCs. It could be a concrete — and
achievable — goal to ensure that all LLDCs becoordracting parties before the global
conference and they also implement them so thatriational trade and transport could
flourish.

The IRU and UNEP indicated that there was needtti@ch the private sector to
participate in the round tables at the global |leUNEP indicated that they had a special
initiative called UNEP finance initiative that warlon corporate social responsibility and
environmental and social risk analysis of big baakd hedge funds and representatives
from this initiative could be part of the panel.

Participants also discussed possible topics forrtled tables that would involve the

private sector. UNEP suggested the inclusion afessof sustainable consumption and
production, and resource efficiency as these hawednvironmental impact. She also
suggested that topics like the whole life cycle rapph starting from procurement,

production, consumption, waste and recycling calde be included. IRU suggested that
possible topics could include sustainability, readety, and measuring border crossing
waiting time. UNECA also suggested that possiblgic® of the roundtables could

include new issues such as the green economy,oemvant, transfer of technology and
FDI.

The representative of the World Bank indicated thay would be interested to support
any specific requests on the private sector thiataaght to their attention.

E. Consultations on key elements of the substantive tmome of the
Conference

In this session Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg maderesentation to introduce the

preliminary key elements to the meeting. This wa®ived by discussions. He noted that
his presentation was based on the deliberationg ratthe first inter-agency meeting that
was held in February 2012 and at the first thenmaieconference event on International
Trade, Trade Facilitation and Aid for Trade thatsweld in September 2012; the
outcome document of the mid-term review; the anmerlews covered by the report of
the Secretary General; relevant analytical work.bBCs done by the UN system and
international organizations; and meetings of theuprof LLDCs including the Meetings

of the Ministers of Trade and Ministers of Foreijffairs.

He noted that the last inter-agency meeting agoeegre-conference events that include:
International Trade, Trade Facilitation and Aid Hoade; Impact of climate change,
desertification and land degradation on LLDCs; Assgg the vulnerability of LLDCs to
external shocks and developing vulnerability intbesa for early warning purposes in
LLDCs; Infrastructure Development and Maintenancgtrengthening the legal
framework for more efficient transit cooperationnfancing productive capacities of
LLDCs; South-South Cooperation in transit transp&rihancing international support
measures for LLDCs; High level event on Commoditiésvestment Forum for LLDCs
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and a Brainstorming Meeting to provide substaniveuts into the identification of
priorities of the New Programme of Action for LLD(4ge indicated that the focus of the
pre-conference events could be part of the key ehsof the conference.

Mr. Erdenebileg noted that different meetings hagigested that the APoA should not be
treated as a sectoral programme but as a broadwslistic development agenda. Thus
promoting the trade potential of LLDCs besides iowong transit transport should be
accompanied by efforts to build the productive cétpes, promote value addition,
diversification, technology transfer, informationdacommunication technologies (ICT),
improved market access, food security, sustainatigronment and others. He indicated
that results of a study of a panel of 150 countimeduding all LLDCs and coastal
countries, for a sample period of 30 years (1980020showed that LLDCs as a group
had a lower trade volume when compared to a rept@bee coastal economy. The
LLDCs only exported 61% of the trade volume of tepresentative coastal economy in
2010. The same study also showed that LLDCs indunigher transport costs when
compared to the representative coastal economys based on these results the broader
view of the needs of LLDCs should be reflectechi@ mew programme of action.

Mr. Erdenebileg stressed that partnerships in thé decade should provide a win-win
solution to LLDCs with their partners including ttransit countries, other neighbouring
countries, donor partners and others so as to emgewccess to overseas markets and to
development partners to get access to untappedetsaakd resources of LLDCs. He
highlighted that development and maintenance osjgly transit transport infrastructure
was still necessary to allow greater access of Le[@& sea ports and the international
markets and to lower the transport and transacists. He also underscored that issues
that were not covered in the APoOA should be covaredhe new programme. He
suggested that the initial preliminary key elemesttsuld include the following:

1. Infrastructure development and maintenance (Hard irfrastructure)

* The development and maintenance of physical trarasisport infrastructure,
distribution centers, intermodal points, dry potterder structures and rest
areas.

* Need to address the presence of missing linksrgrastructure gaps.

* Road safety improvement.

2. Enhancing Trade

* Reduce commodity dependence through the diversdicaf the export base;

* LLDCs need to diversify their markets;

* Increased market access especially for agriculpnaducts;

* Rapid conclusion of the negotiations on the Dohadi®ment Agenda with
development-related outcomes that take fully intwoant the trade and
development needs, challenges and priorities of C&D

* Trade negotiations — the need for the LLDC grouprimaden its negotiation
agenda beyond trade facilitation and market acte@sclude other areas of
trade negotiations such as supply side constramdsservices;
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The accession procedure for LLDCs should be simepliand there is need to
take into account the individual levels of devel@mnand the special needs
and problems caused by the geographical disadvardhdeing landlocked
during the accession process to the WTO.

3. Trade Facilitation and fundamental transit policy issues (soft infrastructure)

Harmonization of legal and administrative regulatiof road/rail transport,
border crossing and customs procedures on the hasigternational
agreements and conventions;

Increased ratification/accession and effective anmntation of international
conventions and agreements and regional and subnetgagreements on
transport and trade facilitation.

Mainstreaming of the conventions and regional agesdgs at the national
level.

Trade facilitation initiatives that have proved wwrk such as the single
window, one stop border post, dry ports, and usghefyellow card should be
replicated and fully funded.

Increased use of proper ICT infrastructure at trelérs to reduce delays.
Capacity building, in particular, training of intetional road transport
operators, customs and border clearance staff.

Policy reforms to reduce transit time and harmopizeedures.

4. Enhancing the productive capacity, industrialization, agricultural productivity
and promoting the services sector

Information communication technology especially mnpng the access of
LLDCs to the international fiber optic network;

Energy sector especially hydropower and buildirgilisnce against fuel price
volatility;

Strong science and technology innovation base;

Build competitive manufacturing sector through emoic specialization in
the production of goods that are less sensitivdidtance or transport costs eg.
Precision instruments, IT components, flowers, gh&ble vegetables, fruits
and pharmaceuticals;

Specialize and harness production of servicesTegrism, education, ICTs
and services of creative industries such as filmkinga advertisement
industry and cultural goods production;

Enhanced exploitation of natural resources that ynahDCs are well
endowed in.

Utilization of seabed mining in the high seas —oadimg to Part XI of the
United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea (UNC)LOS.DCs have
rights.

Improved agricultural productivity — source of exigoand food security;
Enhanced processing of the commodities/value antditi

Appropriate, development-oriented FDI.
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5. Promoting regional integration
* Promotion of harmonized regional policies provideogportunity to improve
transit transport connectivity and for ensuringagee intra-regional trade,
* Promotion of common regulatory policies, border raxye cooperation and
harmonized customs procedures
* Promote the development, adoption and effectivdempntation of Regional
Trade Agreements

6. Addressing vulnerability to climate change, deserfication and land degradation
and improving environmental sustainability
* Increased support towards adaptation; mitigatiand Ireclamation.

7. International support measures

» Strengthening and fully taping the role of Southuthocooperation and
triangular cooperation;

» Official development assistance from traditionatelepment partners

* Aid for trade

* Promotion of public and domestic private investmeaotuding foreign direct
investment through creation of a conducive busieesgronment

* Increased role of the Diaspora as a source of figndi

» Other innovative sources of funding.

8. Follow-up Mechanisms

In the ensuing discussion Mr. Acharya summarizedkigy elements. He indicated that
the challenges were linked to three basic issugl Frade (2) Infrastructure - and (3)

Transit and that all the other issues were solstiornthe challenges including productive
capacity, technology, diversification and othere éiphasized that the basic objective
should be achieving sustainable development andrpoxeduction.

UNECA underlined the need to review the key elemantb a shorter list. He referred to
the fact that some commodity producing countrieshat WTO were concerned of
economic specialization as it did not allow themrmtove up the global value chains. In
this regard he suggested a recast of the elemeaaptoire this concern. He also stressed
that diaspora investments are increasingly becornmmmgprtant in Africa and suggested
that it be considered as a separate item.

UNESCAP indicated that the LLDCs in their regionrevgery interested in finding ways
to utilize the natural resources in a sustainalde awnd to strengthen their productive
capacities. He noted that climate change and Haligasters were a major issue for the
LLDCs in Asia. He also observed that social isswese missing and the successor
programme should include the social dimension. He edicated that the role of ODA
in building productive capacity was limited and kitgog and suggested that the private
sector should play a major role in building thedurctive capacity.
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The representative of UNCTAD observed that LLDGsethpersistent problems related
to transit transport and these have to be refleictdde elements. He cautioned that the
development agenda of LLDCs that include the listew items should be focused only
on those specific to LLDCs so as not to dilutertigique needs. He emphasized that the
new PoA should also look at the actions that nedaetundertaken. He underscored that
structural transformation involving improved protlue capacity is vital and should be a
major pillar in the new programme of action ando& d¢f actions should be geared
towards achieving this pillar in addition to thevpay reduction pillar. He also noted that
LLDCs that are dependent on single commodities neede-specialize taking into
account their challenges such as transport costghab they can improve their
competitiveness.

Another representative of UNCTAD indicated thatlraould be a challenge but it could
also be a solution. He also supported the factttietkey elements should be thematic
instead of being split by level of implementati@ng| national, sub-regional, regional and
global) because it is important that all levelsradd the issues. He also suggested that the
private sector could be a standalone element. Amotbpresentative of UNCTAD
requested for an explanation regarding the preerente event on the vulnerability of
LLDCs to external shocks and developing vulnergbiindicators for early warning
purposes in LLDCs. He questioned whether the valéty of LLDCs was perceived in
the similar way to that of SIDS.

The representative of UNDP also called for a moau$ed set of key issues related to
LLDCs only. She also requested for a clear linkbg®veen the key elements of the ten-
year review conference and the post 2015 developagenda. The representative of
World Bank also stressed the need to streamlineldraents to a few issues only those
very specific to LLDCs so as to avoid diluting theore needs. He indicated that World
Bank is organizing an Infrastructure and Tradelitation in LLDCs event in April 2013.
The representative of UN South-South cooperatidicated that there would be an expo
on South-South cooperation in Nairobi in 2013 &rid tould be an opportunity to share
good practices on South-South cooperation and LLIMésalso indicated that they were
collaborating with OSAA to organize an event on thke of South-South cooperation
and infrastructure development and this event caldd be utilized to highlight transit
issues related to LLDCs.

The representative of UNEP indicated that in reuiewthe list of key elements, there is
need to identify those issues that the new PoA adhrocate for and then delegate to
specific institutions to implement the issue. Giviea post 2015 agenda the new PoA can
also come up with innovative issues that can b&udsc in the national plans of the
LLDCs, for example green agenda or green jobs.

The representative of IRU indicated the need toeom with short, medium and long
term objectives. He stressed that low hanging draduld include ratification of the 5
relevant conventions such as the TIR and the hamation conventions; and training of
key human resources involved in transport and tréaalitation which would

immediately yield positive results to the LLDCs it 6 months. He noted that structural
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transformation was more medium term and he callgohunternational organizations
such as the World Bank, and WTO to come up withtsgies to catalyze the early
achievement of structural transformation.

The representative of UNCCD suggested a proposalhtmge the title of the pre-
conference event on climate change, desertificatind land degradation to include
“enhanced support to action programme processesissaot to limit the scope of the
activity. He also noted that there were some orgoitergovernmental processes already
with regard to climate change, desertification &l degradation and underscored that
the successor programme of the APoOA should noteem s an additional PoA but
should build on the existing programmes of UNFC®@@ BINCCD. These organizations
could bring in the support that they already havelace. He also noted that emphasis
should be on sharing of good practices that cap heDCs to achieve some positive
results.

The representative of CFC stressed that the prégpo$actions in the new PoA should
reflect actions to create assets and not lialslitiEhe aim should be to come up with
proposed actions that can create better valuelf®xds.

In response to the contributions, Mr. Erdenebiledidated that he agreed to the
suggestion that the new PoA need to be very focosetthe specificities of the LLDCs.

In this context he indicated that the key elememtsild be revised, repackaged and
shared for inputs from all partners. He explainkdt tthe pre-conference event on
vulnerability of LLDCs was formulated by Member &® in their resolution and was
different from that of the SIDS. In this contextetiLDCs were requesting for

information on their vulnerability in general terms

F. Summary of the consultations and closing remarks

In summarizing the presentations and discussitiesHigh Representative presented the
following summary.

The LLDCs really need to undertake structural tiamsation so that they could achieve
sustainable economic growth that would help recgomvestments into social and
environmental development of LLDCs and achieve Wgpreent beyond the MDGs.
Productive capacities and infrastructure were waortant to LLDCs even though there
are some variations between LLDCs. The Group hadisp common challenges linked
to their structural difficulties that the Almaty 8Jrogramme of action should address.
The new programme should be based on strong psiipsr and strong national
ownership. The barometer for the success of théecamce would be the impact it would
make on the lives of the people in LLDCs.

The meeting had contributed very rich informatidratt would be very helpful in
identifying areas of collaboration in the preparas for the conference. The regional
level meetings were critical for the preparatorgqass as they would come up with very
strong, practical and comprehensive suggestiorismbald feed into the global level. He
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took note of the pre-conference and side eventswhee suggested by the partners, the
studies, the special analytical reports on LLDGsjgets and capacity building activities.

With regards to the private sector track he nabed ibased on the discussions:

- The primary objectives of the private sector ineshent should be: to review
what has worked and has not worked, major lessmarat and recommend policy
reforms; the increased role of the private seacdoster structural transformation
and development in LLDCs; the role of the privatectsr in promoting
environmental sustainability; and the concretevéetibles from the private sector
that ensure a win-win situation for all;

- In addition to the private sector track that inwsv all private sector
representatives from all LLDCs the meeting suggkstepanel composing of
private sector representatives including nationasifess representations and
associations from each region to share their egpees;

- The meeting suggested consideration of a wide rahg#ics for the roundtables
including corporate social responsibility, sustdlieaconsumption and production,
and resource efficiency, the green economy, swtértransport, transfer of
technology, telecommunication services, road safaiyder crossing facilitation
and FDI.

- Organizations had indicated the special eventshitlwthey would involve the
private sector for example: UNCTAD’s special sessan LLDCs during the
World Investment Forum in 2014; an experts meetingpril 2013 that will look
at logistics innovation for LLDCs and trade; anck tbedicated segment on
LLDCs at the 2 Global Services Forum to be held in May 2013.

- The meeting suggested that a goal to ensure thht BICs become contracting
parties to the Convention on Harmonization of frentcontrols and the TIR
before the global conference could be concreteaghdevable.

- In terms of substantive work, UNCTAD will prepara axpanded section and
possible separate publication on FDI in LLDCs il20and ITC could share the
results of their project on non-tariff measures.

With regards to the key elements of the new PoA, High Representative noted that
OHRLLS had captured all the extensive and compmEheninputs made by the
participants and will take into full account thenuments raised. He stressed that it was
important to not only identify the challenges boitdetermine the solutions and explore
all the opportunities and try to utilize them te tbptimal benefits of LLDCs. He agreed
to the fact that the key elements needed to beifzad and focused on LLDC specific
issues in order to keep the international commuatitiacted and focused on the LLDC’s
specific needs. He indicated that the views thatecaut of the meeting were very similar
to those of the Member States. He highlighted that Member States had very high
expectations on the outcome of the conference.

Mr Acharya summarized the key elements of the ne® Pased on the current list of the
pre-conference events discussed in the meetirdg;tdimate change, desertification and
land degradation; vulnerability of LLDCs; Infrastture Development and Maintenance;
the legal framework for more efficient transit ceogtion; Enhancing productive

22



capacities, South-South and triangular Cooperaiiontransit transport; enhanced

international support measures for LLDCs; Commaeditinvestment and Brainstorming
on the priorities. He indicated that the issuesewesry relevant and reflected the hard
and soft infrastructure needs of the LLDCs. He dtsak note of the additional pre-

conference events that the meeting had suggesterlupdated list of Pre-conference
events is presented in annex 3.

With regard to the linkage between the outcomeheften-year review conference and
the Post 2015 development agenda, Mr Acharya rtbtdvithout mentioning specifics,
the outcome of the conference would form a contidiouto the Post 2015 Development
Agenda. For example the conference could provigatsithat could be integrated into
the post 2015 development agenda such as how tesadithe geographical constraints of
LLDCs, the importance of diversification, produ&iwcapacities, transportation and
others.

G. Way Forward
The meeting agreed on the following as a way fodwar

1. Organizations will work on concept notes in colledimn with OHRLLS and
discuss and notify each other of the dates foetlents.

2. OHRLLS would circulate the updated list of pre-cengince events and the report
of the meeting and seek further inputs from altmens.

The High Representative called upon the particpémicontinue to work collaboratively
on the preparatory process through utilizing theced strengths of each organization to
undertake detailed analyses of the specificitiethefLLDCs and their opportunities that
would be crucial in developing a new POA that adeely addresses the needs of the
LLDCs. He stressed that the outcome document shHmukttionable and implementable.
He thanked all the partners for their participatiand contribution and closed the
meeting.
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003, Email :.eva.molnar@unece.qgrg
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Mr. Marcia Espinola, Second Secretary Permanensiamsof Paraguay in Geneva,
Email: marcial_esp@hotmail.com
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ANNEX 2

Programme of Work for the Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting
on the Preparatory Process for the Comprehensive 10ear Review
Conference on the Almaty Programme of Action

Geneva, 6 December 2012, Room XXII, Palais de®hsti

10:00am — 10:45am  Opening Session

10:45am — 1:00pm

1:00pm - 3:00pm
3:00pm - 4:00pm

4:00 pm — 5:00pm

5:00 pm — 5:15pm

5:15 pm — 5:30 pm

— Opening statement by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, t8éeretary-
General and High Representative for the LDCs, LLE@Gd SIDS (UN-
OHRLLYS)

— Remarks by LLDC Group Global Chair, Lao PDR (Genrbased
Ambassador Yong Chanthalangsy)

— Remarks by LLDC Group Coordinator on Trade and Dmpraent,
(Geneva-based Ambassador Juan Esteban Aguirrendzyti

Consultations on the substantive and organizatigreparations for the
conference

- Presentation by UN-OHRLLS on overall substantive d an
organizational preparations and their current statu
- Presentations on the regional level preparations
0 UN-ESCAP, UN-ECE, UN-ECA and UN-ECLAC
- Contributions by participating organisations
- Discussion

Lunch break

- Consultations on the Private Sector Track

- Introduction by OHRLLS of the draft concept notegrivate sector track

- Intervention/comments by UNCTAD, World Bank, Regbn
commissions, Regional Development banks, IRU arg@l IC

- Open Discussion

Exchange of views on key elemaitdhe substantive outcome of the
Conference

- Consultations on pre-conference thematic events
0 Introduction by the OHRLLS
0 Presentations by lead sponsoring agencies

- Open discussion
Consultations and recommendationay forward

Concluding remarks and way forward by Mr. Gyan GirarAcharya, Under-
Secretary-General and High Representative for €d, LLDCs and SIDS
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ANNEX 3: Updated list of preconference events

(1) International Trade, Trade
Facilitation and Aid For Trade

preceded by a Meeting of LLDC
Ministers in charge of Trade

UN-OHRLLS

UNCTAD, World Bank, UNDP,
WTO, UN regional
commissions, WCO, ITC ...

Almaty,
Kazakhstan,
September 2012

DONE

(2) Road and Rail Financing ECE 25 February 2013
Conference Geneva
(3) Second Ministerial ECE 26 February 2013

Conference Euro-Asian
Transport Links (EATL)

ESCAP, OHRLLS ...

Geneva

(4) Brainstorming Meeting on
the Priorities for a New
Development Agenda for the
Landlocked Developing
Countries

OHRLLS

UNCTAD, WB, ECA, ESCAP,
UNDP, WTO, WCO, ITU, IRU,
DESA, UN-Women, Academia,
Private Sector, Resource
Persons, Selected Experts from
Member countries.

20— 21 March 2013
New York

(5) Expert Group Meeting on UNCTAD 2013
Innovations in Trade Logistics Geneva
for LLDCs

(6) Infrastructure and Trade World Bank April 2013

facilitation

Asian Development Bank,
African Development Bank,
OHRLLS, UN regional
commissions, IRU ...

Washington D.C.

(7) Global Services Forum —
dedicated segment to LLDCs

UNCTAD

27-28 May 2013
China

(8) Implications of climate
change, desertification and
land degradation on LLDCs:
enhanced support to action
programmes

UNFCCC, UNCCD, UN-OHRLLS

World Bank, UNDP ...

UNCCD-COP 11in
Aug/Sept 2013
(TBD)
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(9) Assessing the vulnerability
of LLDCs to external shocks
and developing vulnerability
indicators for early warning
purposes in LLDCs

UN-OHRLLS
DESA, UNCTAD, UNDP, World
Bank ...

TBD —2013

(10) Strengthening the legal
framework for more efficient
transit cooperation

ECE, ECA, IRU, UN Office of
Legal Affairs, OHRLLS
UNCTAD, World Bank, WCO ...

TBD — June 2013

(11) High-level Conference on
Road Transport

IRU
OSCE, TRACECA, OHRLLS ...

17-19 Sept. 2013
Dushanbe,
Tajikistan

(12) Enhancing productive
capacities of LLDCs

UNIDO, UNCTAD, OHRLLS
ITU, ITC, ...

TBD — September
2013

(13) South-South and
triangular Cooperation in
transit transport

UN South-South Cooperation
UNCTAD, OHRLLS ...

TBD — November
2013

(14) Enhancing international
support measures for LLDCs

UN-OHRLLS, OSCE
UNCTAD

World Bank, Regional
Development Banks, UN

regional commissions, UNDP ...

November 2013

(15) High level event on
Commodities

Turning Commodity
Dependence into Sustainable,
Inclusive and Equitable
Economic Growth for the LLDCs

CFC, UNCTAD
OHRLLS ...

Last quarter of
2013

(16) Investment Forum for UNCTAD, World Bank/IFC 2014
LLDCs OHRLLS, Private Sector, Global

Compact ...
(17) World Investment forum UNCTAD April 2014
- session on LLDCs
(18) Information and ITU TBD
Communication Infrastructure | OHRLLS

for LLDCs

Note: TBD — to be determined
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