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1. Introduction  

The meeting of the Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) on Landlocked Developing Countries 

(LLDCs), that was held on 17 June 2022, discussed progress made by IACG members to implement the 

Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA). It also considered progress and outcomes in implementing the 

Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA since the last meeting of the Group in July 2022, 

and allowed for an initial exchange of views on the Third United Nations Conference on LLDCs scheduled 

for 20241. 

The meeting took place at the Palais des Nations (Room XXI) in Geneva in a hybrid format, and brought 

together representatives from 40 UN and other international and regional organizations (detailed in 

Annex  I). It included an opening session chaired by Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS, 

who also delivered remarks on behalf of Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, High Representative (Acting) for the 

Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. The 

opening session further included remarks from high-level officials, namely: H.E. Dr. Athaliah Lesiba 

Molokomme, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Botswana to the United Nations Office and 

other international organizations in Geneva and Coordinator of the Group of LLDCs based in Geneva; Ms. 

Rosemary Kalapurakal, Deputy Director of the UN Development Coordination Office (DCO); H.E. Mr. 

Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority (ISA); and Mr. Dulguun 

Damdin-Od, Executive Director of the International Think Tank for LLDCs (ITTLLDC). 

The subsequent session of the meeting comprised statements and presentations from IACG members on 

their efforts towards implementing the VPoA and the Roadmap. Chaired by Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, 

Senior Programme Officer and LLDC Team Leader, this session featured interventions from 22 

organizations.  

Many organizations congratulated H.E. Ms. Rabab Fatima on her recent appointment as High 

Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, and looked forward to working with her in the future.  

Several organizations highlighted the complex challenges facing LLDCs, considering the lingering impacts 

of COVID-19 which are now further worsened by the new disruptions prompted by the war in Ukraine. 

They provided examples of support on all priority areas of the VPoA and on additional areas incorporated 

into the Roadmap (e.g. climate change mitigation and adaptation; the impact of COVID-19 just to name a 

few). They also shared initial views on preparations towards the Third LLDC Conference, noting their 

readiness to contribute to the process.  

Initial views shared by participants highlighted the importance of considering a series of issues for the Third 

LLDC Conference and for a future programme of action, in addition to the current priorities reflected in the 

VPoA. Those include, inter alia: a circular economy, the sustainable use of natural resources and 

environmental sustainability; digital transformation; debt sustainability; disaster risk reduction and 

resilience; climate change; regional conflicts; gender equality and the economic empowerment of youth 

and women. Participants further emphasized the importance of supporting LLDCs to increase investment 

towards infrastructure development and trade facilitation. There was also a call for increased commitments 

by the international community to help LLDCs achieve a more prosperous and sustainable recovery.  

IACG meeting’s participants welcomed the outcome of the 12th Ministerial Conference of the WTO that 

made a historic decision by the instructing the Trade Facilitation Committee “to hold a Dedicated Session 

on transit issues annually until the next review of the Trade Facilitation Agreement is completed”. They 

also welcomed the establishment of the LLDCs National Focal Point Network.  

 
1 As decided in UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/76/217 of 17 December 2021 (paragraph 25).  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/408/45/PDF/N2140845.pdf?OpenElement
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2. Opening session  
 

Chairing the opening session, Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS, welcomed 

participants, and showed his appreciation for being able to meet in a hybrid format after more than two 

years of online IACG meetings. He noted that this IACG meeting was amongst the most attended IACG 

meeting since the group was formed in 2003, with more than 90 participants and 40 organizations confirmed 

to attend in person or virtually. He thanked Ambassador Molokomme, in her role of Coordinator of the 

LLDC Group based in Geneva, for accepting the invitation to address the opening session of the IACG. He 

also thanked Ms. Rosemary Kalapurakal, Deputy Director, UN Development Coordination Office, Mr 

Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority (ISA), and Mr. Dulguun 

Damdin-Od, Executive Director, International Think Tank for LLDCs (ITTLLDC) for their remarks during 

the opening session. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg informed participants that Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, High Representative (Acting) for 

the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS), was unfortunately not able to attend the meeting due to unforeseen 

circumstances. He then announced that the UN had recently appointed the new High Representative for the 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, H.E. Rabab Fatima, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United 

Nations in New York, who would start in her new role early August 2022. He noted that H.E. Fatima was 

bringing more than 30 years of experience in national and international civil service, including as Co-Chair 

of the Preparatory Committee for the Fifth UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5). 

 

Delivering the opening remarks on behalf of Ms. Schroderus-Fox, Mr. Erdenebileg said the impacts of 

overlapping crises, including the COVID pandemic, climate change, a growing crisis of debt and other 

global events threaten to further amplify the existing geographical vulnerabilities of LLDCs, and hinder 

LLDCs’ progress on the SDGs. He outlined the economic and social impacts of these crises, including debt 

levels that have increased in the last two years, with one LLDC characterized as debt distressed, and a 

further nine classified as being at high risk. Among other challenges faced by the LLDCs, Mr. Erdenebileg 

remarked that GDP and employment rates have been hit by the collapse of the tourist industry during the 

pandemic, and trade restrictions at borders, mobility restrictions (such as border closures, limited access to 

ports) and high trade and transportation costs have hindered shipments and reception of crucial medical 

supplies, vaccines, and pharmaceuticals. In this regard, he reported that the number of deaths due to COVID 

in LLDCs has more than tripled from April 2021 to April 2022 and yet, and only 26% of the LLDC 

population had been fully vaccinated at the end of April 2022 compared to 59% worldwide. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg also highlighted the important learning losses faced by the LLDCs due to school closing 

during the pandemic and inaccessibility to e-learning options linked to a lack of digital infrastructure and 

internet connectivity. He stated that between March 2020 and November 2021, 29 out of 32 LLDCs had 

their schools fully closed for an average of 20 weeks.  

 

On the impacts of the COVID pandemic on food security, Mr. Erdenebileg noted that in 2020, of the 34 

countries and territories that were identified as suffering from major food crises, 14 were from LLDCs. He 

explained that the pandemic blocked transport of food to LLDCs due to border restrictions and lockdowns 

constraints, and that the war in Ukraine is impacting many LLDCs that depend on imported foodstuff and 

fertilizers to meet their consumption needs.  

 

To add to these challenges, Mr. Erdenebileg remarked that climate change impacts “continue unabated,” 

leading to desertification, biodiversity loss, recurrent droughts, land degradation in LLDCs, which already 

rely only on a few mineral and agricultural resources for exportation. In order to address these challenges, 

he called for concerted global action and international solidarity, including through assistance from the UN 
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System and other international and regional organizations, and stressed the need for large investments to 

finance a sustainable recovery. He mentioned that support measures and LLDCs’ needs had been 

recognized in global processes and agreements, such as the Doha Programme of Action for the Least 

Developed Countries, the Forum on Financing for Development Follow-up, and the 7th session of the Global 

Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Twelfth WTO Ministerial Conference. He also mentioned the 

upcoming High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in July, where a session would be 

dedicated to African countries, LDCs and LLDCs. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg reported that the LLDCs National Focal Point Network, coordinated by UN-OHRLLS, 

had just been launched, and thanked organizations for their many initiatives that led to positive outcomes 

in LLDCs, as reflected in the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA. He stressed the need 

for further collaboration amongst IACG members in the lead-up to the 2024 Third United Nations 

Conference on LLDCs, as this presents a vital opportunity for development partners, the UN System, transit 

countries and other stakeholders to strengthen support for LLDCs. He concluded that UN-OHRLLS, as 

designated system-wide focal point for the preparatory process of the Conference, would count on the 

IACG’s continued support and partnership to actively contribute to preparations. He looked forward to 

hearing about IACG members’ initiatives to help LLDCs recover sustainably from the multiple challenges 

they face, and for starting to build a sense of momentum in the run-up to the Third LLDC Conference. 

 

H.E. Dr. Athaliah Lesiba Molokomme, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Botswana to the 

United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, and LLDCs Coordinator on 

Trade and Development in Geneva, noted that it was the first time that she was addressing the IACG, 

having taken over from her predecessor, H.E. Mr. Lundeg Purevsuren, Permanent Representative of 

Mongolia early this year. She thanked IACG members for their efforts in helping LLDCs address the 

multiple challenges they face, while highlighting the need for strengthened support from all stakeholders 

(including the UN System, other international and regional organizations, development partners, transit 

countries and private sector) to ensure a strong and sustainable recovery in LLDCs.  

 

Noting that current crises, including COVID-19, climate change and conflict in the black sea region made 

it harder to reach the VPoA’s objectives and the SDGs, she highlighted three key challenges confronting 

LLDCs that would require urgent attention of all stakeholders, namely trade, structural transformation, and 

debt. 

 

On trade, she indicated that COVID-19’s sanitary measures led to border closures and increased processing 

times for border crossings, which in turn increased trade costs for LLDCs. She also reported that falling 

international commodities prices reduced LLDCs’ export revenues at the time when the pandemic required 

increased domestic spending. On structural transformation, she reported that in 2020, amid the pandemic, 

the share of manufactured goods in merchandise exports remained below 20% and LLDCs’ services 

exports, particularly ICT exports, declined significantly as well. On debt, she said that high debt servicing 

burden is curtailing LLDCs’ ability to invest in a sustainable recovery and to overcome their structural 

vulnerabilities. 

 

In order to address these issues, H.E. Dr. Molokomme called for: i) intensive, targeted and coordinated 

support from all stakeholders to ensure continued momentum for LLDCs’ integration in global trade; ii) 

giving urgent attention to strengthening ICT and services sectors broadly as they offer LLDCs a key solution 

to overcome their geographical vulnerabilities; and iii) supporting LLDCs’ debt sustainability including 

through considerations of further debt servicing suspension and strengthening the G20’s Common 

Framework beyond the Debt Servicing Suspension Initiative. 

 

In view of the Twelfth WTO Ministerial Conference that had just concluded, H.E. Dr. Molokomme also 

updated participants on discussions related to areas of interest to the LLDC Group during that meeting. She 
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reported that there was not much progress made by Ministers, but that the LLDC Group continued to work 

in close collaboration with the WTO Secretariat and UN-OHRLLS to advance implementation of the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement. She reported that the Group would participate to the WTO Global Aid for Trade 

review in July and to the Public Forum scheduled for September 2022. 

 

Ms. Rosemary Kalapurakal, Deputy Director, UN Development Coordination Office (DCO) 

[participating virtually] noted that the challenges of being landlocked are currently continually amplified 

with rising food and fuel prices, which disproportionately impact LLDCs with limited transit options. She 

warned that recession fears in the developed world will have dampening effect on financing flows and 

investments that are critical to overcome some of LLDCs’ structural challenges. She highlighted the 

importance to focus on the six priority areas of the VPoA namely, fundamental transit policy issues, 

infrastructure development, international trade and trade facilitation, regional integration, structural 

economic transformation and means of implementation. 

 

Ms. Kalapurakal remarked that LLDCs are one of the main beneficiaries of the UN reforms, and indicated 

that LLDC governments are beginning to benefit from the full strength of UN technical capacities of both 

resident and non-resident UN entities. Based on surveys administered by the UN she said, UN reforms are 

moving in the right direction: 92% of LLDC Programme countries find that the UN Development System’s 

efforts align with national development needs and priorities (up from 82% in 2019); 78% of UN Country 

Teams (UNCTs) in LLDCs report increased collaboration among UNCT entities (up from 75% in 2020); 

and 69% of UNCTs in LLDCs report better tailored support to national development priorities (up from 

63% in 2020). 

 

Ms. Kalapurakal also presented the results of a survey DCO organized among Resident Coordinator Offices 

(RCOs) in LLDCs in preparation to the 2022 UN Secretary-General report on the implementation of the 

VPoA. In this regard, she reported that: 

• the Resident Coordinators’ (RCs) system is already making efforts to integrate the VPoA in UN 

Common Country Analysis and Cooperation Frameworks. For example, in many LLDCs (e.g. 

Kazakhstan, Paraguay and Zambia), there is explicit reference to the VPoA in their respective 

Common Country Analysis /Cooperation Framework, and several others LLDCs (e.g. Afghanistan, 

Chad, Ethiopia, Mali, Mongolia, Rwanda and, Tajikistan) have integrated topics that are closely 

related to the VPoA priority areas in their Common Country Analysis /Cooperation Framework. 

• RCs are making efforts to coordinate strategic initiatives around the VPoA and priority areas in 

terms of joint programmes, policy advice/dialogues, partnership development and fundraising. 

While these initiatives cover all six priority areas of the VPoA, the majority of the initiatives focus 

on priority areas of “structural and economic transformation” and “regional integration and 

cooperation”.  For instance, in Afghanistan, the most notable initiative is related to the maintenance 

of the humanitarian supply routes through border-crossings of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Pakistan and Uzbekistan, which includes a tariff-free import of humanitarian supplies and the 

maintenance of electricity provision through the engagement with the bordering countries.  In Chad, 

the UN System is offering support in finalization of the national African Continental Free Trade 

Area (AfCFTA) strategy which contributes to the priority areas on trade facilitation of the VPoA.  

• RCs are supporting the LLDC national focal points in their work in coordinating the follow-up and 

implementation of VPoA. As such, DCO engaged in a dedicated session at the inaugural VPoA 

National Focal Points Network meeting that took place on 16-17 June in Geneva, emphasizing the 

need for national focal points to closely collaborate with their RCs and UNCTs.  

• Challenges faced by RCOs in the implementation of VPoA in LLDCs include: inadequate financing 

and (implementation) capacity/capability; the disparity in characteristics of LLDCs that impedes 

their ability to come together as a group; and the fact many UN agencies with specific mandates 

related to VPoA priority areas are not often present at the country level.   
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In conclusion, Ms. Kalapurakal noted that DCO and the RC System stand ready to coordinate the collective 

support of the UN System towards implementation of the VPoA at the country level, and that DCO would 

work together with UN-OHRLLS this year to provide further guidance to RCs and UNCTs on how to 

mainstream the VPoA in the Common Country Analysis/Cooperation Framework of countries. Finally, she 

noted that DCO and UN-OHRLLS would collaborate to ensure regular interaction between RCs in LLDCs 

to share lessons learned and showcase best practices.   

 

Remarks by Principals of Organizations 
 
Providing an update on progress made by his organization on the VPoA and the Roadmap, H.E. Mr. 

Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority (ISA) [participating 

virtually] informed that in September 2021, ISA launched series of publications aimed at raising awareness 

of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS on the potential benefits for them to ratify the UN Convention on the Law of 

the Sea and to participate in activities of the International Seabed area, including deep sea exploration, 

exploitation, and marine scientific research. He noted that the publication ‘Landlocked developing countries 

and the law of the sea: an ocean of opportunity’, is available on the ISA website and has been distributed 

to all LLDCs2. 

 

Mr. Lodge also reported that the ISA continues to accelerate its efforts to enhance participation of women 

scientists from LLDCs in deep sea research. He added that his organization launched, together with UN-

OHRLLS, the women in deep sea research project3 which will focus on women scientists from developing 

states. He indicated that the first deliverable under the project is a gender mapping and an analysis of 

barriers identified for selected countries in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, and that the report would be launched 

very soon, including at a side event during the Lisbon 2022 Ocean Conference. 

 

Mr. Lodge also indicated that ISA has continued to make progress on the development of a dedicated 

capacity development strategy, as requested by the Assembly of the Authority. He reported that the draft 

strategy, to be presented to the ISA Assembly in August, has been circulated for consultation and involved 

the participation of national focal point of LLDCs in the process. 

 

Mr. Lodge further noted that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea recognizes and places 

special emphasis on the needs of developing LLDCs. As such, landlocked States have the full right to 

participate in deep sea mineral exploration and marine scientific research, and to share in the financial and 

economic benefits from deep sea resources. This has the potential to provide new opportunities for 

economic development, he said. 

 

Mr. Lodge urged the 12 LLDCs who have not yet joined the Convention to become Parties as soon as 

possible, and announced that ISA would be holding side events during the Lisbon UN Ocean Conference 

in June 2022 on the participation of women from developing countries in deep sea research and scientific 

activities, and on fostering international and regional cooperation in support of the sustainable development 

of the blue economy of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 

 

Mr. Dulguun Damdin-Od, Executive Director, International Think Tank for LLDCs (ITTLLDC) 

noted that the COVID pandemic and the global recession could be harmful not only to future but also past 

development in LLDCs, thus further hindering progress towards the achievement of the SDGs and the 

VPoA aspirations.  

 
2 https://isa.org.jm/files/files/documents/LLDCs_and_the_law_of_the_sea.pdf 
3 https://www.isa.org.jm/vc/enhancing-role-women-msr/WIDSR-project 

 

https://isa.org.jm/files/files/documents/LLDCs_and_the_law_of_the_sea.pdf


8 
 

 

Mr. Damdin-Od reported that in 2021, the ITTLLDC conducted, together with UN-OHRLLS and other UN 

Country offices in LLDCs, a study of the impact of COVID-19 and responses in LLDCs. The study showed 

that the pandemic had amplified difficulties experienced by LLDCs, and that their recovery to build back 

better would require enhanced support from development partners, transit countries, UN development 

system organizations, multi-lateral development banks, and the private sector, among other actors.  

 

Noting that infrastructure connectivity is crucial for LLDCs, Mr. Damdin-Od said that last year, the 

ITTLLDC cooperated with ESCAP in the implementation of the project titled “Addressing the 

transboundary dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through regional economic cooperation and integration 

(RECI) in Asia and the Pacific” that involved Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia. He also reported on 

a side event for LLDCs that took place on 25 May 2022 on the theme ‘Connectivity for all’ during the 78th 

Session of UN-ESCAP, adding that the event led to a constructive dialogue on LLDC connectivity issues 

and on ways to support smooth and better recovery for LLDCs.  

 

Mr. Damdin-Od asked participants to use the ITTLLDC as a platform for knowledge sharing, collaboration 

and for developing analytic tools to overcome LLDCs’ common challenges. He announced that the 

ITTLLDC signed a memorandum of understanding with the UN Institute for Training and Research 

(UNITAR) just before the IACG meeting on 17 June, and that this initiative was significant to build capacity 

and strengthen knowledge on LLDCs. 

 
 

3. Update and discussion on the implementation of the VPoA, on the 
activities in the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the 
VPoA, and initial exchange of views on the Third United Nations 
Conference on LLDCs 

 

Chairing this session, Ms. Gladys Bindura Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer, Team Leader 

LLDC Unit, UN-OHRLLS, thanked IACG members for submitting inputs to the 2022 UN Secretary-

General Report on the Implementation of the VPoA and to the Roadmap. She indicated that so far, 

contributions from 25 organizations had been received for the UN Secretary-General Report, and that inputs 

from 31 organizations had been received for the Roadmap.  

 

Ms. Mutangadura noted that the more than 430 initiatives reported so far in the Roadmap provided evidence 

of significant efforts undertaken by UN and other international and regional organizations to support the 

LLDCs. She added that several of these initiatives had now been implemented and had led to positive 

outcomes. Examples of those outcomes included: improving connectivity and digital inclusion; enhancing 

customs clearance and the treatment of goods; enhancing cooperation between countries; strengthening 

resilience to the adverse impacts of climate change; and improving the health response to COVID-19 

through the procurement of medical equipment and vaccines. 

 

Stressing the importance of IACG support as we move towards the last miles of the VPoA in 2024, she 

briefed participants on elements of UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/76/217 of 17 December 2021 

that decided to hold the Conference. Referring to paragraph 25 of this resolution, she informed participants 

that: 

• the Conference has the mandate to undertake a comprehensive review of the implementation of the 

VPoA, formulate and adopt a renewed framework for international support to address the special 
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needs of LLDCs, and strengthen partnerships between LLDCs, transit countries and their 

development partners; 

 

• the resolution designates UN-OHRLLS as the system-wide focal point for the preparatory process. 

It also calls on UN System organizations, including the resident coordinators and country teams, 

UNCTAD, UNDP, the regional commissions and relevant international and regional organizations, 

within their respective mandates, to provide necessary support and actively contribute to the 

preparatory process and the Conference itself;  

 

• the Conference will have to be preceded, where necessary, by national- and regional-level reviews, 

and by thematic preparations that are participatory, involving civil society, the private sector and 

all other stakeholders; 

 

• the global review on the implementation of the VPoA will have to be based on intergovernmental 

mechanisms at the global and regional levels, including those of the UN regional commissions, and 

on substantive material and statistical data; and 

 

• a decision on the organizational aspects, including the venue, duration and specific dates of the 

Conference and of possible intergovernmental preparatory committee meetings, will be taken at the 

seventy-seventh session of the UN General Assembly that will start in September 2022. 

 

Ms. Mutangadura noted that the IACG meeting presented an opportunity for its members to share views on 

the Conference, in addition to discuss progress made on the implementation of the VPoA. She then invited 

Ms. Nathalie Risse to provide highlights on the Roadmap before opening the floor to organizations wishing 

to speak. 

 

Ms. Nathalie Risse, Economic Affair Officer, UN-OHRLLS, reminded participants that the Roadmap 

seeks to help LLDCs accelerate progress towards the VPoA and the SDGs, and to leverage capacities and 

build synergies between IACG organizations for a renewed push towards the achievement of the VPoA by 

2024. She noted that the Roadmap had been adopted during the 19th LLDC Ministerial Meeting in 

September 2020, was aligned with the priority areas of the VPoA, and also covered important areas for the 

sustainable development of LLDCs such as climate change and the impact of COVID. 

Ms. Risse indicated that the Roadmap is a living document, and in this regard, it had been updated in 2021, 

and again in 2022 following a call for inputs that spanned from February to May 2022. Noting that these 

inputs had been integrated and consolidated into the 8 June 2022 version of the Roadmap shared in advance 

of the IACG meeting, she invited participants to provide amendments and corrections before 30 June 2022. 

This would allow to finalize the Roadmap, post it on the IACG webpage, and present it to the upcoming 

Annual Ministerial Meeting of Foreign Ministers of LLDCs in September 2022. 

 

Ms. Risse indicated that on the more than 430 initiatives and deliverables featured in the Roadmap so far, 

about a quarter had been reported as completed. On the total of initiatives, most focused on: transit, trade 

and infrastructure development (around 25%); structural economic transformation (around 21%); energy 

and ICT (around 19%); and other areas (around 21%) with a main focus on addressing climate change and 

the impacts of COVID. She noted a smaller number of initiatives on: cooperation between LLDCs and 

transit countries (around 5%); means of implementation and international support (around 8%); and 

coordination (less than 1%). She indicated that there were several joint initiatives reported, which showed 

synergies between IACG members for a renewed push towards the achievement of the VPoA by 2024. She 

also noted that more than 100 newly reported initiatives had been added to the Roadmap this year. 
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Ms. Risse outlined activities that UN-OHRLLS undertook in the context of the Roadmap, including: the 

launch of the network of LLDC National Focal Points to support national level implementation of the VPoA 

(on 16-17 June 2022); and the preparation of knowledge products (reports) on the transport component of 

the China-Mongolia-Russia economic corridor, scaling up renewables in LLDCs (in collaboration with 

IRENA), and leveraging global and regional value chains for development in LLDCs’ (in finalization).  

 

Among other activities undertaken by UN-OHRLLS, she also noted the completion of a training, with 

partners, on transport connectivity and infrastructure, and the development of other knowledge sharing and 

capacity building events on:  

• leveraging the potential of the private sector for integration of LLDCs into global and regional value 

chains (online event organized with the Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan, former LLDC Chair in 

November 2021); 

• enhancing capacity of LLDCs to address climate change, energy, and water-related challenges during 

COVID-19 era (event organized with the Government of Tajikistan, DESA and IRENA in November 

2021 on the sidelines of COP 26); and 

• a ‘connectivity for all’ side event co-organized with the ITTLLDC in the margins of the 78th session of 

ESCAP on 25 May 2022. 

 

Noting the need to build momentum towards the 2024 LLDC Conference, Ms. Risse noted that UN-

OHRLLS would use upcoming events organized by the Office to that effect. Those events include: i) a 

Ministerial Transport Conference of LLDCs under the theme ‘Ashgabat Process: Financing for Better 

Connectivity’ (Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, 15-16 August 2022); ii) the Annual Ministerial Meeting of Foreign 

Ministers of LLDCs (September 2022); iii) an LLDC Campaign to be launched by UN-OHRLLS; iv) a 

HLPF side event in July 2022 on ‘Scaling up Renewables in LLDCs’ together with IRENA; and v) an 

LLDC focused session on ‘Improving LLDC Connectivity’ during the Eight Global Review of Aid for 

Trade at the end of July 2022. 

 

To conclude, Ms. Risse suggested key priority areas for inter-agency cooperation in the coming months, 

namely: advocating for LLDC priorities in recovery agendas; promoting partnerships between LLDCs and 

transit countries and facilitating regional integration (areas less supported by the IACG, per the updated 

Roadmap); and building momentum towards the Third UN LLDC Conference in 2024. 

Mr. Ronald Butiong, Chief, Regional Cooperation and Integration Thematic Group, Sustainable 

Development and Climate Change Department, ADB [participating virtually] briefed participants on 

support provided by ADB to its 12 LLDC members in Central, South, and Southeast Asia. This support, he 

said, was delivered mostly through the organization’s three subregional cooperation programmes, namely: 

the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (or CAREC) Programme; the Greater Mekong Subregion 

(or GMS) Economic Cooperation Programme; and the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (or 

SASEC) Programme.  

 

On progress on the Roadmap, Mr. Butiong reported that during 2020-2021, ADB committed $4.5 billion 

worth of loans and grants to its LLDC members for which:  

• approximately 60% was provided as countercyclical support for COVID-19 emergency response 

and vaccination programmes under its COVID-19 Pandemic Response Option (or CPRO) and Asia 

Pacific Vaccine Access Facility (or APVAX);  

• 22% went to transport sector, covering road, railway and civil aviation subsectors; and 

• 15% supported energy sector development including power generation, grid modernization and 

cross-border interconnection. 

 

The rest of ADB’s support went to agriculture, industry and trade, and ICT development. The organization 

also provided $32 million worth of technical assistance to LLDC members to: support policy dialogue and 
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advice; strategy formulation; capacity building and institutional strengthening in various areas; and 

preparation of loan and grant projects.  

 

For 2022-2024, Mr. Butiong noted that approximately $5.4 billion worth of regional cooperation and 

integration (RCI) loans and grants have been identified in the indicative pipeline for LLDC members to 

support infrastructure connectivity, agriculture, economic transformation and diversification. Also, 

approximately $48 million worth of technical assistance support have been included in the indicative 

regional cooperation technical assistance pipeline for LLDCs for the same period. 

 

Mr. Butiong indicated that ADB is shifting from supporting immediate/emergency response to supporting 

medium-term recovery under the “new normal”. He noted that from the regional cooperation perspective, 

the Bank is prioritizing action on connectivity, trade and investment and regional public goods. Examples 

of measures in these areas include:  

• developing low-carbon and green energy for cross-border trading and economic recovery, and 

building digital connectivity to bridge the digital divide (connectivity); 

• supporting regional value chains and enhancing their safety and resilience with sanitary and phyto-

sanitary measures; supporting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and improving their 

access to finance, especially trade and supply chain finance; digitizing trade through contactless 

logistics, automation and electronic payment; supporting international tourism recovery; and 

promoting multi-sectoral and integrated border area development (trade and investment); and 

• strengthening support for regional health security, climate change adaptation and mitigation, and 

sustainable management of shared natural and cultural resource (regional public goods).  

 

Mr. Oliver Paddison, Chief, Countries in Special Situations section, ESCAP [participating virtually] 

thanked Mr. Erdenebileg, and H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile, Permanent Representative of Botswana, 

ECOSOC President and Chair of the LLDC Group, for attending the 78th ESCAP session from 23-27 May 

2022 and for delivering keynote addresses at the Special Body on LDCs, LLDCs and Pacific Island 

Development States. He noted that ESCAP supports 12 Asian LLDCs in the implementation of the VPoA, 

mostly on: transport and connectivity; trade facilitation; and regional cooperation. 

 

On transport and connectivity, Mr. Paddison indicated that ESCAP supports the biannual meetings of the 

intergovernmental working groups on Asian Highways and Trans-Asian Railways Networks and Dry Ports 

to enhance connectivity along these networks, and to better link the region to the regional and global supply 

chains. He said the new Regional Action Programme on Sustainable Transport Development in Asia and 

the Pacific 2022-2026 was adopted in December 2021 and contains activities and outcomes aimed at 

enhancing transport connectivity of LLDCs in a holistic manner.  

 

On trade facilitation, Mr. Paddison said ESCAP supports LLDCs in joining the Framework Agreement on 

Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific, and provided readiness assessments to 

LLDCs including Armenia, Mongolia, Nepal and Uzbekistan. The Commission also recently completed 

assessment support for Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Lao PDR, and is currently supporting Tajikistan in 

conducting readiness assessment.  

 

On regional cooperation, Mr. Paddison reported ESCAP’s work with Central Asian LLDCs particularly 

through the UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) in collaboration with 

UNECE. He announced that the next SPECA Economic Forum will be held in Kazakhstan in November 

2022, and noted a particular interest from Member States in digitalization as a key factor for sustainable 

economic transformation.  

 

Mr. Paddison also reported on ESCAP’s work with the ITTLLDC, including on promoting exchange and 

joint research and capacity building activities, adding that the two organizations would hold a joint 



12 
 

workshop on digital cooperation that should be scheduled for July 2022. He expressed ESCAP’s willingness 

to contribute to the regional preparatory process of the Third UN Conference on LLDCs, and looked 

forward to continuing ESCAP’s collaboration for the final review of the VPoA. He reminded participants 

that the resolution adopted following the Euro-Asian regional midterm review of the implementation of the 

VPoA (organized by ESCAP, UN-OHRLLS and UNECE in Bangkok in 2019) requested ESCAP to 

continue to provide technical assistance to accelerate implementation of the VPoA. This resolution, he said, 

forms the basis of ESCAP support to LLDCs.  

 

Ms. Angélica Jácome, Director, Office of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) – OSL, FAO [participating 

virtually] reconfirmed FAO’s support to the implementation of the VPoA. She stressed the importance of 

food and agriculture for realizing the ambitions of the programme and of the 2030 Agenda since agriculture 

is the most inclusive and efficient tool to end poverty and hunger and to end all forms of malnutrition. She 

remarked that effective responses to the current global crises require more focused attention to transforming 

agri-food systems towards building back better through higher productivity, diversification, building 

resilience, nutrition-smart interventions and supporting a vibrant private sector, including SMEs (to 

generate decent jobs and enable recovery). 

 

In light of the current global challenges, Ms. Jácome said the FAO Food Price Index continues to provide 

monthly update in international prices of food commodities, and the Organization published the Food 

Outlook Report (biannual report on global food markets) on 9 June 2022. Per the report, the global food 

import bill is on the course to hit a record $1.8 trillion in 2022, an increase of $51 billion from 2021, she 

said. 

 

Ms. Jácome noted that FAO provided inputs for the 2022 update of the Roadmap, and highlighted that the 

FAO Hand-in-Hand initiative constitutes a different approach aimed at working smarter together and at a 

scale required for measurable impact to address the multifaceted challenges faced by countries (such as 

hunger and malnutrition, vulnerability to climate change, accelerated extinction of species, soil degradation, 

and depletion of freshwater resources). She reported that as of June 2022, 52 countries had requested FAO 

to provide support through the Hand-in-Hand initiative, including 18 LLDCs.  

 

Ms. Jácome concluded by confirming the full support of FAO to the preparations for the Third LLDC 

Conference. She encouraged to align reporting processes with other UN monitoring and reporting processes 

so as to ensure coherence and consistency, and to reduce challenges for countries that may have limited 

capacity and resources. 

 

Mr. Chi Dung Duong, Director, Division for Least Developed Countries, Regional and National 

Development Sector, WIPO [participating virtually], reported on his organization’s work in alignment 

with the VPoA and on its contribution to the Roadmap, including on promoting innovation and 

technological capacity building for the structural transformation of LLDCs. He mentioned in particular: i) 

supporting the development of national innovation systems; ii) facilitating access to, and the use of, 

technical, scientific and patent information; ii) building skills and capacity for the  effective use of 

intellectual property (IP) systems for development and economic growth; iv)  facilitating the transfer of 

appropriate technologies for development; v)  and building the capacity of universities and research 

institutes on the establishment and functioning of Technology Transfer Offices. 

 

Mr. Duong reported continued progress in WIPO’s technical cooperation programmes and activities 

delivered to LLDCs since the last IACG meeting in July 2021. As a result of this support, he indicated that:  

• 21 LLDCs have adopted and implemented national IP strategies and five LLDCs have developed 

such strategies; 
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• 30 LLDCs have been included into the Access to Research and Development Information (ARDI) 

and 16 LLDCs have benefited from the Access to Specialized Patent Information (ASPI) 

programmes coordinated by WIPO; and  

• 21 LLDCs have established networks of Technology and Innovation Support Centers (TISCs). 

 

Mr. Duong indicated that a substantial part of WIPO’s technical assistance to LLDCs has focused on 

capacity building to enable the effective use of IP system for development and economic growth.  For 

example, in 2021-2022, 53 participants from 22 to LLDCs took part in IP Master’s degree training 

programmes, organized with the support from the WIPO Academy. On the establishment and functioning 

of Technology Transfer Offices (TTO), he noted that WIPO’s support continued to be provided to the Royal 

University of Bhutan on building capacity, creating an institutional policy framework, and on support 

services for the effective management and commercialization of the outputs resulting from research and 

innovation activities.  

In addition, Mr. Duong remarked that since July 2021, more than 10 technical assistance projects continued 

in various LLDCs to support a wide range of stakeholders (such as women entrepreneurs, SMEs, MSMEs 

youth, artists, local and indigenous communities) in using IP rights in branding, innovation, research and 

development, creative industries, and traditional knowledge for wealth creation. Among other initiatives, 

he announced that preparatory work is underway to launch a pilot project on facilitating the transfer of 

appropriate technologies for community development through universities and research institutes in Bhutan 

and Malawi. 

 

Mr. Duong said his organization looked forward to participating actively in the preparation of the Third UN 

Conference on LLDCs, with a particular focus on supporting LLDCs’ efforts towards innovation and 

creativity for structural economic transformation, product capacity development, and economic 

diversification.  

 

Mr. Wilfried Biya, Permanent Observer for IRENA to the United Nations and Chief of the New York 

Office [participating virtually] noted that IRENA signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

UN-OHRLLS to support LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to accelerate the energy transition, close the energy 

access gap and tackle the socio-economic and environmental benefits of renewable energy. He reported 

that of the 733 million people living without access to electricity worldwide, 215 million are in LLDCs, 

and that 11 of 32 LLDCs have electricity access rate below 50%.  

 

Among initiatives undertaken by IRENA since last IACG meeting of the Group in July 2021, Mr. Biya 

highlighted: 

• the joint UN-OHRLLS-IRENA report ‘Scaling Up Renewable in LLDCs’ that is being finalized 

and will be launched in July. He noted that the report outlines possible actions to scale-up renewable 

energy to bridge the energy access gap in LLDCs and assist the countries in harnessing the vast 

socio-economic benefits of renewables; 

• IRENA’s support to LLDCs to assess conditions needed to accelerate renewable energy 

deployment through its Renewable Readiness Assessment (RRA) tool. RRA implementation is 

ongoing for Burkina Faso, and Kyrgyzstan, and the Agency is at advanced stages for commencing 

a RRA for Chad;  

• IRENA’s support to 19 LLDCs in updating Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)4 and 

enhancing renewable energy ambitions under Paris Agreement; 

 
4 IRENA provided substantive input to the enhancement of the energy component of the NDCs in Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Eswatini, Mali, 

Nepal, Niger, Paraguay, Zambia and Zimbabwe. In Uganda and Mongolia, activities are nearing completion or have made a significant 

level of progress.  Scoping discussions on support for NDC implementation are taking place in Afghanistan, Lao PDR, and Rwanda. 
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• IRENA’s support to countries, including LLDCs (e.g. Mongolia), in developing their Long-Term 

low greenhouse gas emission development Strategies (LTS) under the Paris Agreement to achieve 

net-zero emissions by mid-century; and 

• IRENA’s support to Burkina Faso in assessing the electrification of rural health facilities to 

facilitate electricity access to unelectrified primary rural health centres particularly in relation to 

the COVID-19 response. Plans are underway to extend similar assessments to other countries 

including LLDCs such as Mali.  

 

Mr. Biya highlighted IRENA’s readiness to support the Third UN Conference on LLDCs, and said it was 

looking forward to discussing how to integrate renewable energy as a pillar into the new programme.  

 

Mr. Frank Van Rompaey, UNIDO Representative to the United Nations and international 

organizations, Head of the UNIDO Liaison Office in Geneva, noted that since the last IACG meeting in 

July 2021, UNIDO pursued the formulation of its internal action plan to operationalize and monitor results 

of the implementation of the Roadmap in a coordinated manner with its technical departments.  

 

Mr. Frank Van Rompaey reported that in 2021, UNIDO continued the implementation of its technical 

cooperation activities in LLDCs, including through its Programme for Country Partnership (PCPs) and 

Country Programme modalities. As such, towards the end of 2021, UNIDO signed a new PCP with Zambia 

and a new Country Programme with Armenia, which are expected to impact and transform the industrial 

sectors of the countries by 2026, in line with national priorities. The Organization also implemented project-

level work in LLDCs (e.g. Uganda, Azerbaijan, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Tajikistan, Mongolia, Niger, Mali, 

Burkina Faso, Bolivia and Paraguay) on skills training of vulnerable groups, quality infrastructure, 

elimination of chemical compounds and waste management. In addition, UNIDO continued its regional 

initiatives in value chain development, through inclusive policies and investment promotion, such as the 

West Africa Competitiveness and Quality Infrastructure project aimed at enhancing the countries’ 

integration into the regional and international trading system. 

 

Mr. Van Rompaey further indicated that UNIDO initiated, in 2021, a continental mapping of regional value 

chains at the request of the African Union Commission (AUC). The study will support technical assistance 

interventions, including those related to industrial value chain upgrading and investment facilitation, and 

its outcome will be the development of a pan-African regional value chain strategy that takes advantage of 

the opportunities offered by the AfCFTA. He announced that UNIDO created this year, the Office of South-

South and Triangular Cooperation which will also seek to share and transfer successful Southern-generated 

development solutions in support of sustainable industrialization of LLDCs.  

Mr. Van Rompaey noted that UNIDO’s report on the Organization’s recent work in LLDCs, which served 

as an input to the 2022 UN Secretary-General Report on the implementation of the VPoA, highlights some 

of the economic and environmental impacts achieved through UNIDO’s programmes in LLDCs. As such, 

in 2021, UNIDO projects aimed at safeguarding the environment supported LLDCs in reducing around 368 

000 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions, phasing out around 910 tons of pollutants and 

increasing energy efficiency by around 122 000 megawatt hours. In terms of economic impacts, around 

$7.9 million of economic gains were realized at micro-economic level by companies in LLDCs and about 

$4.2 million additional exports were realized by LLDCs firms through UNIDO projects, he said. 

Mr. Van Rompaey indicated that in collaboration with ECA and the Afrochampions Initiative, UNIDO is 

supporting the organization of the African Union Summit on Industrialization and Economic 

Diversification, scheduled for 20-25 November 2022 in Niger. Among others, the Summit will include: 

bringing skills training into step with the actual needs of the labour market; mobilizing financing for 

Africa’s structural transformation; and deepening continental economic integration. He noted that the 
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outcomes of the Summit will be relevant to African LLDCs and will serve as an input to the preparatory 

process of the Third UN Conference on LLDCs, in 2024.  

Also on preparations for the Third UN Conference on LLDCs, Mr. Van Rompaey outlined the need to 

include the formulation of priorities in view of regional and global emergencies such as climate change, 

regional conflicts, economic empowerment of youth and women, and the acceleration of the digital era in 

the next decade.  He noted readiness of his organization to support the preparatory process, where necessary, 

at national and regional levels while also involving its field and liaison offices network for any country-

level preparation. At the global level, he remarked that UNIDO remains open to partner with IACG 

members to help LLDCs governments meet their national development agendas and unleash public and 

private investments. 

 

Mr. Jan Hoffmann, Head, Trade Logistics Branch, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD, 

outlined 16 points that summarize the range of activities where UNCTAD offers its support to LLDCs and 

to the VPoA’s implementation. These points are outlined below. 

 

1. The UNCTAD World Investment Report features an analysis of the latest trends and policies in LLDCs. 

2. UNCTAD undertook capacity building on investment policy for development and enterprise 

development. Beneficiary countries included Armenia, Botswana, Bhutan, Eswatini, Rwanda, 

Tajikistan, Uganda, and Uzbekistan. 

3. Seven Southern African Development Community (SADC) LLDCs participated in several regional 

training activities related to facilitating investment in SDG projects, bringing together Investment 

Promotion Agencies from the SADC, the East African Community and the Caribbean.  

4. UNCTAD’s advisory work included the preparation of a strategy for promoting and facilitating 

investment in the health sector for the Uganda Investment Authority.  

5. An Eswatini advisory report was prepared for the Eswatini Investment Promotion Agency titled ‘A 

strategy for mainstreaming, promoting and facilitating investment and SDG projects in Eswatini.’ 

6. UNCTAD contributed to and peer-reviewed the WTO publication ‘Easing Trade Bottlenecks in 

LLDCs,’ which identifies trade bottlenecks in LLDCs and provides recommendations on how to keep 

trade flowing smoothly across borders.  

7. On diversification and value addition, UNCTAD finalized the study on ‘Harnessing the potential of 

nutraceutical products for export diversification and development in LLDCs’. The study contains an 

analysis of Azerbaijan, Bhutan, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, and Nepal. It provides insights into 

conditions for developing a new innovative and promising sector within these countries based on their 

latent and revered comparative advantages. 

8. On fostering productive capacities, UNCTAD’ projects are at different stages of implementation. 

Support is provided to Botswana, Ethiopia, Rwanda and Zambia (Africa); Mongolia and Kazakhstan 

(Asia); and Bolivia and Paraguay (Latin America).  

9. UNCTAD started preparing productive capacity gaps assessment, with the objective of developing 

multi-sectoral programmes in countries to address gaps and limitation in their productive capacities. 

Work in Asian and Latin American countries has been delayed due to COVID-19 but UNCTAD is in 

the process of re-launching interventions in Bolivia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia and Paraguay soon. 

10. UNCTAD developed a workshop on transit coordination that is particularly interesting for regional 

collaboration with a view to developing transit collaboration and to clarify the role of National Transit 

Coordinators in the context of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). In 2021, UNCTAD 

conducted transit coordination workshops with countries in Central Africa and with SPECA countries.  
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11. On trade facilitation, UNCTAD supported LLDCs5 and transit developing countries6 in 2021 with the 

implementation of trade facilitation, and transit obligations, mainly in the framework of the WTO TFA 

but also the context of regional and sub-regional trade agreements and customs arrangements.  

12. In 2021, UNCTAD collaborated with the International Trade Centre (ITC) to update its technical notes 

on trade facilitation, including freedom of transit, bonded customs regimes and border agency 

coordination and cooperation. 

13. The UNCTAD’s ASYCUDA programme, in collaboration with partners, developed and deployed a 

regional transit system (regional customs network for transit trade) to simplify the transit procedure in 

five countries, namely Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Niger, and Togo. 

14. On transport and transit corridors, UNCTAD collaborated with the Islamic Development Bank, 

supporting the promotion and the commercialization of the Trans- Saharan Road corridor and its 

evolution towards an economic corridor. This involved three LLDCs (Chad, Mali, Niger) and three 

transit countries (Algeria, Nigeria and Tunisia).  

15. UNCTAD is supporting Zambia and Burkina Faso in developing and implementing Public Private 

Partnerships (PPPs) and innovative finance for sustainable transport, as part of a joint UN Development 

Account Project towards integrated national financing framework. 

16. On transport connectivity, sustainable transport infrastructure and finance, UNCTAD collaborated with 

UN-OHRLLS by contributing to various trainings to LLDC policymakers on how to promote transport 

connectivity and support climate resilient transport infrastructure, how to respond to COVID-19 

impacts on transport connectivity, and how to formulate, prioritize, mobilize resources, and implement 

viable and bankable transport infrastructure projects.  

 

Ms. Elisabeth Tuerk, Director, Economic Cooperation and Trade Division, UNECE, noted that nine 

of UNECE’s Member States are LLDCs, and talked about the normative function, standard setting and 

technical assistance work of UNECE in support of these countries.  

 

Referring to the UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), jointly served by 

ESCAP and UNECE, she highlighted support provided to LLDCs related to the SPECA Principles on 

Sustainable Trade, adopted in 2019, in Ashgabat. She noted that those principles include many important 

issues at the interface of trade and sustainable development, such as:  export diversification and value 

addition; non-tariff barriers and sustainable trade; gender, SMEs, green trade’; and traceability of supply 

chains. In this regard, she noted UNECE’s ongoing work with Uzbekistan on supply chain traceability in 

the cotton sector. 

On innovation, Ms. Tuerk mentioned UNECE’s support to the SPECA Working Group on Innovation. She 

said a UN Development Account Project (UNDA) on strengthening innovation policies for SPECA 

countries in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (that would run until 2023) cover 

important areas such as business incubators, innovative high growth enterprises, and new innovation 

policies. She also announced that an Innovation for Sustainable Development Review (I4SD) for Moldova 

would be launched in the week of 20 June 2022.   

Noting that infrastructure investment is crucial for LLDCs, Ms. Tuerk talked about the UNECE Guiding 

Principles on Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) for the SDGs as an essential tool to channel infrastructure 

investment, with benefits for both planet and the people in addition to the economic sector. She highlighted 

recent work in this area with Kyrgyzstan. 

 
5 Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi Central African Republic, Chad, Eswatini, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mongolia, 

Paraguay, Rwanda, Tajikistan, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 
6 Angola, Cambodia, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Kenya, Liberia, Myanmar, Namibia, 

Nigeria, Peru, Somalia, Tanzania and Togo. 
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On agriculture, Ms. Tuerk said UNECE’s normative work, such as the agricultural quality standards, is 

essential for accessing markets including the European Union one. She reported that during the week of 13 

June 2022, UNECE had concluded its 69th Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and Dried 

Produce, adding that nuts and dried produce are an important export opportunity for LLDCs in Central 

Asia. She also mentioned training (including self-paced online trainings) on this matter and UNECE’s 

support to the Central Asian Working Group on Agriculture.  

Ms. Tuerk concluded by noting UNECE’s appreciation to cooperation with other organizations in support 

of the LLDCs, adding that the Commission looked forward to contributing to, and supporting preparations 

for the Third UN LLDC Conference in 2024. In this regard, she mentioned two cross-cutting priority themes 

that UNECE is mainstreaming, in response to mandate by its Member States, and which are important for 

LLDCs: circular economy and the sustainable use of natural resources; and digital and green 

transformations.  

Intervening at a later stage of the meeting, Mr. Roel, Janssens, Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable 

Transport Division, UNECE, spoke about the International Transport Infrastructure Observatory (ITIO) 

that UNECE established in collaboration with ESCWA. He noted that the ITIO (itio.gis.org) serves as a 

GIS platform that hosts lots of data on a large variety of transport infrastructure, networks and nodes across 

different modes including road, rail, inland waterways, ports, airports, intermodal terminals, and border 

crossing points. He specified that the data included on the platform on landbased transport infrastructure 

networks is from the Euro-Asian, Middle East and North Africa regions, and added that the platform will 

continue to be expanded. Noting that the financing of transport infrastructure is a key concern for LLDCs, 

he said one of the ITIO’s key functionalities is that it operates as a virtual marketplace, allowing government 

users of the platform to attract financing of their transport infrastructure projects by providing an electronic 

interface with multilateral development banks, for instance. 

 

Mr. Janssens also talked about the 215 sustainable inland transport connectivity indicators that UNECE (as 

a lead for the study) developed in close collaboration with ECLAC and ESCWA. He highlighted that the 

indicators offer a tool for governments to measure and better understand the performance of their road, rail, 

inland waterways, and intermodal transport systems. He remarked that the indicators were developed on 

the basis of UNECE’s legal instruments relevant to transport connectivity, and that they were available on 

an online user dashboard (https://sitcin.org/).  

 

Mr. Janssens invited to contact the UNECE Secretariat for access to the ITIO and the SITCIN platforms 

since they are password protected. 

 

Ms. Paola, Albrito, Chief, Intergovernmental processes, Interagency cooperation and Partnerships, 

UNDRR, noted that landlockeness continues to be a driver of disaster risk for the LLDCs. In order to reduce 

risk and increase resilience to current and future shocks in LLDCs, she remarked that disaster risk reduction 

(DRR) should be at the core of LLDCs’ national development and other sectoral strategies, and should be 

part of trans-boundary cooperation with transit countries.  

 

Mentioning examples of UNDRR activities in support of LLDCs over the past 12 months, Ms. Albrito 

outlined: 

• technical and capacity development support to Chad, Eswatini, Lao PDR, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

South Sudan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan on the analysis of disaster data, including 

through the Sendai framework monitor, national disaster loss databases, the global risk assessment 

framework and risk information exchange; 

• technical and capacity development support for the establishment of multi-hazard early warning 

systems in Bhutan, Ethiopia, Lao PDR, Malawi, Nepal, Niger, and Zambia; 

https://sitcin.org/
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• technical support to integrate DRR into Common Country Analysis and Cooperation Frameworks 

and into humanitarian actions in Armenia, Bolivia, Ethiopia, Malawi, Niger, Paraguay, Uganda, 

and Zimbabwe; and 

• the roll-out of ‘Making Cities Resilient 2030’ in Armenia, Nepal, and Uganda.  

Ms. Albrito reported that the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction was convened in Bali (Indonesia) 

from 23-28 May 2022, with over 5000 participants including representatives from 16 LLDCs governments. 

The Global Platform Co-Chairs Summary, ‘the Bali Agenda for Resilience’, calls for, inter alia, DRR to 

be integrated at the core of development and in finance policy legislation and plans, recognizing that for 

every $100 of disaster related development assistance only 50 cents are allocated to prevention and risk 

reduction. She noted that the Bali Agenda for Resilience clearly links the outcomes of the global platform 

to the review of the VPoA and the development of its successor agreement. Noting that Member States 

recognized that the VPoA does not sufficiently include risk reduction resilience and climate action, she 

urged the next plan of action to be taken as an opportunity to build capacity for DRR in LLDCs, and to 

integrate risk reduction and resilience into national plans and international support measures in LLDCs. 

Ms. Albrito also remarked that the Mid-term Review of the Sendai Framework was underway and will 

culminate in the High-level Meeting of UN General Assembly on 18-19 May 2023 and in the adoption of 

a political declaration. She remarked that the findings and the outcomes of the mid-term review process 

(including national reviews being conducted in 12 LLDCs), will provide valuable inputs to the development 

of the successor of VPoA. 

Finally, Ms. Albrito urged LLDCs which will be undertaking their voluntary national reviews (VNRs) in 

2022 and 2023 to integrate DRR in their reporting. She stressed the importance of applying DRR across the 

review of the SDGs and the VNR to anticipate and mitigate trade-offs between the SDGs and manage risks 

of the future. She mentioned that UNDRR looks forward to supporting the review of the VPoA and the 

development of the next Programme, including ensuring that its concrete actions and commitments related 

to DRR are reflected and aligned with the implementation of Sendai Framework and the 2030 Agenda. 

Ms. Xiaojun Grace Wang, Deputy Director, UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 

[participating virtually] noted that one of the basic objectives of South-South cooperation, as highlighted 

in the Second High-level UN Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), is to respond to 

common challenges and needs of developing countries in special situations. She said UN General Assembly 

resolution A/RES/76/217 of 17 December 2021 that decided to hold the Third UN Conference on LLDCs, 

also underlines that South-South and triangular cooperation are vital to the LLDCs, especially in the areas 

of productive capacity building, infrastructure, energy, science and technology, trade, investment, and 

transit transport cooperation.  

 

Ms. Wang remarked that South-South and triangular cooperation had contributed to the growth and 

development of LLDCs, through the sharing of knowledge and expertise, productive capacity building, 

financial and technical assistance, and technology transfer. She reported that UNOSSC had supported the 

documentation and the sharing of South-South Cooperation good practices towards the SDGs. As such, she 

noted that Mongolia, for instance, shared its experiences on green economy policy development with 

Kyrgyzstan. Ethiopia shared its approaches in building a productive safety net that integrates public works, 

food security and nutrition with Lesotho. China supported small hydro power in Nepal and Southern Asian 

Countries through the International Centre on Small Hydro Power. And Bhutan, Nepal and India 

collaborated together on: improving food safety; improving the scientific and technical capacity of national 

experts; and promoting subregional cooperation. She remarked that many partners in LLDCs are actively 
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engaging on the digital platform “South-South Galaxy” to form cross-country and cross-region learning 

and collaborations7.   

 

Ms. Wang said the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA recognizes the importance of 

enhancing South-South cooperation for the benefit of LLDCs, adding that UNOSSC stands ready to extend 

its full support to LLDCs, including through its on-going efforts to provide guidelines to UN country teams 

and regional entities to better integrate South-South and triangular cooperation into policies, strategic 

frameworks, and programming instruments. On next steps, Ms. Wang said UNOSSC was ready to support 

deliberations of the incoming Ministerial Transport Conference of LLDCs that will take place in Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan, in August 2022, in line with its mandate. 

Mr. Raúl Torres, Head of Development Policy Unit, WTO, reported on some of the latest activities of 

the WTO related to LLDCs, including the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC 12) that had just 

concluded. He said that on 4 November of 2021, a ministerial meeting of trade ministers of LLDCs took 

place in the WTO where Ministers adopted a declaration that outlines the priorities for LLDCs in terms of 

trade and areas that would require more cooperation. One of the outcomes of this declaration was a request 

to launch a work programme for LLDCs in the WTO. Mr. Torres noted that although this request was part 

of the negotiations leading up to the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC 12) in June 2022, and although 

the programme was not launched, a paragraph was included in the outcome document of MC 12 reaffirming 

the need to have a dedicated session of the Trade Facilitation Committee (TFC) convened each year on the 

issue of transit. He added that a reference on the challenges and problems faced by LLDCs was also 

included in the outcome document.  

 

On other outcomes of MC 12, Mr. Torres noted: an agreement on fisheries subsidies, which delivers at least 

partly on SDG target 14.6; a decision on electronic commerce where the moratorium on the non-application 

of duties on electronic transmissions has been extended; a decision that exempts purchases, by the World 

Food Program, from export prohibitions and restrictions; a decision that will allow for the ramp up of the 

production of vaccines and the diversification of its production; a decision on non-violation and situation 

complaints in the area of intellectual property; a decision on small economies; and ministerial declarations 

on the response to pandemics, on food insecurity, and on SPS. 

 

Mr. Torres informed participants that the WTO launched the publication ‘Easing Trade Bottlenecks in 

LLDCs’ which looks at various LLDC issues, including transport connectivity, sanitary and phytosanitary 

measures (SPS) and technical barriers to trade (TBT) measures, services trade, E-commerce, rules of origin 

and shipping costs. He remarked that the publication contains a number of recommendations, including on 

the interplay between the LLDCs’ trade and rules of origins and how they are affected by SPS measures, 

and the digitalization of customs procedures (i.e. interconnected, interoperable customs digital processes 

that would greatly help trade in LLDCs). Some of these issues should provide input into the drafting of the 

next programme of action that will be adopted in 2024, he said. 

 

Mr. Torres noted that the Roadmap would be updated to reflect findings from the publication. 

  

Mr. Gustavo Katz Braga, Impact Strategy Officer [participating virtually], speaking on behalf of H.E. 

Mr. Sheikh Mohammed BELAL, Managing Director, Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) 

commended UN-OHRLLS for the inaugural meeting of National Focal Points on 15-16 June, which, he 

remarked, was very timely, especially since landlockedness is a major contributor to the relatively high 

incidence of extreme poverty and structural constraints faced by LLDCs. He noted that despite all the 

 
7 Developed by UNOSSC along with development partners, “South-South Galaxy” responds systematically and efficiently to the 

needs of Member States, UN entities and multiple stakeholders to connect, share, and collaborate with one another. 
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progress achieved since the implementation of the VPoA, the crises the world is currently facing, including 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine, are imposing additional obstacles to achieve the SDGs. 

 

On obstacles and challenges faced by LLDCs, Mr. Braga indicated that: 

• according to the WTO (2021), trade costs in LLDCs are almost 1.4 times higher than those of 

coastal developing countries, which put them at a huge disadvantage; 

• many LLDCs are commodity-dependent countries (CDDCs), meaning that at least 60% of their 

exports derive from commodities, primarily from agriculture and extractive industries, which make 

them even more vulnerable; 

• the COVID-19 pandemic has cancelled years of progress for LLDCs, putting smallholders’ 

livelihoods in jeopardy, and affecting all areas of the VPoA.  

 

Mr. Braga noted that in view of all these issues, LLDCs had been recognized as an especially vulnerable 

priority group for the CFC. He remarked that by mobilizing private capital to SMEs operating in the 

commodity sector in LLDCs, the CFC focuses on initiatives that can generate a high social and 

environmental impact, reducing smallholder producer’s dependency on the commodities market. The CFC 

also aims to empower primary producers, giving them the tools and resources to scale up on the value chain.  

 

Mr. Braga reported that from 2014 to April 2022, the CFC received 314 project proposals originating from 

14 LLDCs, and from these proposals, 26 projects covering commodities of social, economic and 

environmental interest to LLDCs (e.g. soybeans, coffee, cocoa, grains, fruits, spices, potatoes, vegetables) 

were approved by the CFC’s Executive Board to receive financial support from the Fund. He noted that the 

total value of these projects is $80.6 million of which about $26.5 million is committed by the CFC.  

 

Updating participants on the contribution of the CFC to the Roadmap, Mr. Braga said the CFC’s Executive 

Board has approved two new projects operating in LLDCs during its last meeting in April 2022. The total 

value of these projects, he said, adds up to $22.2 million with a CFC contribution of $4.5 million.  

 

To illustrate how the CFC helps businesses and communities come together to alleviate poverty, Mr. Braga 

provided the example of the Continental Trade and Commodity Services Limited (CTCS), a privately 

owned agribusiness operating in Zambia for over 40 years. He noted that CTCS had developed an integrated 

business model that connects smallholder farmers to high value-added markets for groundnuts and various 

related products like groundnut oil. He reported that the CTCS would: 

• increase its sourcing from 1,800 to 15,000 smallholder farmers (55% women); 

• improve yield in groundnuts production from 360kg to 1,280kg per hectare in 4,000 hectares of 

eco efficient production; and 

• increase the annual income of the farmers from $65 up to $230 per annum, and create 70 new full-

time jobs.  

 

Mr. Braga also provided an update on the Commodity Impact Investing Facility (CIIF), a public-private 

fund to scale up CFC’s work across all agri-commodities where poverty is entrapped significantly. He noted 

that the CIIF is designed to support countries in advancing the 2030 Agenda by helping to reinforce their 

SDG financing ecosystem and catalyzing strategic investments that unlock public and private capital. 

Considering the priority given to LLDCs in the operations of CFC, he noted that the CIIF could become a 

powerful instrument to mobilize additional capital to LLDCs, and encouraged interested participants to 

reach out for partnerships.  

 

Referring to the Third United Nations Conference on LLDCs, Mr. Braga concluded by calling for an 

increased commitment (both tangible and intangible) by the international community to help LLDCs 

achieve a more prosperous and sustainable path.   
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Ms. Jane Karonga, Economic Affairs Officer, Regional Integration Section, ECA [participating 

virtually], speaking on behalf of Mr. Francis Ikome, Chief, Regional Integration Section, ECA, noted 

that Africa is home to half of the world’s 32 LLDCs, and that ECA has fully mainstreamed the VPoA in 

the programme of work of the Commission. She focused on the LLDC resolution that emanated from the 

54th Conference of African Ministers of Finance on financing Africa’s recovery considering the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and Ukraine crisis, and noted that the resolution recognizes that for most of the 

African LLDCs, the commodities sector remains the main driver of export, fiscal revenue and economic 

growth. 

 

Ms. Karonga said on average, LLDCs in Africa have been recovering at lower space than the African region 

as a whole, mainly due to the impact of COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine. She also reported increasing 

inflation across African LLDCs, with Zimbabwe and South Sudan recording high inflation rates of 130% 

and 99% in 2021 respectively, mostly due to supply-side constraints associated with the pandemic, rising 

demand, and exchange rate pressures coupled with other structural rigidities in these economies. She further 

remarked that the 54th Conference of African Ministers of Finance recognized the need to accelerate the 

implementation of the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA in order to address the 

structural challenges associated with landlockedness. 

 

On activities undertaken by ECA to support African LLDCs on transit policy issues, Ms. Karonga said the 

Commission supported the implementation of bilateral, multilateral and regional transit systems by 

conducting a study on establishing the administrative and financial costs of transit operations. She reported 

that several initiatives have been undertaken to resolve transit challenges. Those include the EAC, 

COMESA and SADC tripartite trade and transport facilitation programme launched in 2022 with the 

financial support of the European Union. The programme seeks to address cross-border transport and trade 

challenges, and to develop a multi-regional economic communities electric cargo tracking system for 

monitoring the movement of vehicles, loads and driver in the three regions (EAC, COMESA, SADC).  

 

On transport development and maintenance, Ms. Karonga noted that the ECA is part of the Secretariat for 

the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA). She indicated that ECA conducted a study 

to identify the bottlenecks to the digitalization of logistics sector in Ethiopia, which led to the identification 

of various challenges, such as: fragmented efforts by different stakeholders in the sector which resulted in 

multiple non inter-operable platforms; the lack of skilled human capital; the absence of a legal framework 

for digitalization in the sector; and the inefficient use of data analytics to generate business intelligence. 

She indicated that capacity building trainings are under discussion to address some of the identified 

challenges. 

 

On energy infrastructure, Ms. Karonga remarked that only 30% of people living in African LLDCs have 

access to electricity and, in this regard, ECA worked on a report, in collaboration with IRENA and 

RES4Africa Foundation on ‘Towards a Prosperous and Sustainable Africa: Maximizing the Socio-

Economic Gains of Africa’s Energy Transition’. The study provides insights into the socio-economic 

impact of clean energy investment in Africa and seeks to support the overall sustainable development, 

economic transition and renewable energy development in emerging economies, including African LLDCs. 

 

On regional cooperation and integration, Ms. Karonga said ECA continues to provide technical assistance 

to Member States and Regional Economic Communities on the AfCFTA negotiations (phases I and II). She 

added that ECA supported 12 LLDCs8 on the development of AfCFTA implementation strategies with 

specific action plans.  

 
8 Central African Republic, Eswatini, Burundi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Botswana, Rwanda, South Sudan, Chad, Niger, and 

Burkina Faso. 



22 
 

 

Finally, on structural transformation, Ms. Karonga said ECA supports member countries such as Burundi, 

Ethiopia, Zambia and Niger on macro-economic modelling and forecasting, and in the design, 

implementation and monitoring of development plans and strategies to promote inclusive growth, 

sustainable development, and structural transformation. She added that the Commission is collaborating 

with UNIDO on the African Union Summit scheduled for November 2022 on industrialization and 

economic diversification. She also informed participants about the AfCFTA-anchored Pharma Initiative 

that speaks to local pharmaceuticals productions on the continent. She noted that Rwanda and Ethiopia as 

LLDCs are benefiting from this initiative, and ECA has identified two African manufacturers who will 

receive support in terms of scaling of production in pharmaceuticals. 

 

Ms. Lucia Savchick, Programme Coordinator, IDLO, remarked that challenges facing LLDCs have 

only grown since the last meeting of the IACG in July 2021, with the lingering impacts of COVID-19 which 

are now further worsened by the new disruptions prompted by the war in Ukraine. As such, she mentioned 

challenges related to economic recovery, negative growth trends compounded by global disruption in 

commodity and food supply chains (upon which many LLDCs depend), and foreign direct investment (FDI) 

inflows reaching their lowest level in 2020 since 2007. 

 

Ms. Savchick noted that as the only global intergovernmental organization exclusively devoted to 

promoting the rule of law to advance peace and sustainable development, IDLO remains dedicated in its 

support to LLDCs. The Organization, she said, focuses its efforts under two main priority areas of the VPoA 

and the Roadmap, namely: structural economic transformation; and leveraging information and 

communications technology (ICT), particularly in the justice sector.  

On structural economic transformation, Ms. Savchick noted that IDLO is guided by the recognition that 

unlocking private investment—in particular FDI—is a key condition to financing structural transformation 

needed to achieve the SDGs. As such, through its Investment Support Programme for Least Developed 

Countries (ISP/LDCs), IDLO has extended investment-related technical assistance to landlocked LDCs. 

She explained that the programme, designed in cooperation with UN-OHRLLS, provides technical and 

legal assistance and complementary capacity building to governments and private sector entities in LDCs9 

and recently graduated LDCs on investment-related matters, including negotiations and dispute settlement. 

This assistance is extended at no cost, drawing on pro bono legal expertise and with the financial support 

of the European Commission and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. Ms. Savchick further 

indicated that IDLO has worked to create enabling environments for private sector development and FDI. 

For example, under the ISP/LDCs, it has built capacity with Ethiopian institutions on international 

investment law and arbitration. It further developed template investment agreements for negotiation with 

foreign agricultural investors in Malawi, and helped over 100 private sector lawyers in Uganda to be 

equipped to implement complex FDI transactions. The Organization also supports the Ministry of 

Commerce in Rwanda to strengthen its domestic legal frameworks on FDI and encourage investment.  

In its effort to support judicial reform processes and contribute to creating an enabling business environment 

attractive to private sector investments, Ms. Savchick reported that IDLO, in cooperation with EBRD, 

provides technical assistance to the Supreme Judicial Council in Armenia on the operations of the 

specialized insolvency court. Moreover, it is supporting judicial institutions and private sector entities in 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan through the provision of technical assistance and complementary 

capacity building seeking to strengthen the use of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) and mediation to 

resolve commercial disputes.  

On leveraging ICT, Ms. Savchick reported that IDLO supported the transition of the justice sector towards 

e-justice in Kyrgyzstan and Moldova, promoting digital case management and administration. She noted 

 
9 A group that comprises16 LLDCs. 
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alignment of this work with the recognition, in the VPoA, of the role that ICT infrastructure plays in helping 

LLDCs lower transaction costs and in facilitating access to services. She concluded by noting IDLO’s full 

commitment to support LLDCs and UN-OHRLLS in the implementation of the Roadmap and the VPoA, 

and looked forward to “working together” to find innovative ways to move purposefully toward more 

resilient, peaceful, just, and inclusive societies. 

Ms. Mara Murillo, Senior Programme Management Officer, Intergovernmental Affairs, UNEP New 

York Office [participating virtually] noted that UNEP’s Medium-Term Strategy 2022-2025 seeks to 

address the needs of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS by facilitating access to finance, technology and innovative 

solutions to help them build more resilient and inclusive economies, societies in a post-COVID-19 world.  

 

As part of this framework, Ms. Murillo provided the following examples of UNEP’s support to the 

implementation of the VPoA and of the Roadmap: 

• on trade integration, UNEP assisted LLDCs on research, capacity building, policy and advisory 

services across four specific areas, namely trading in environmental sound technologies, 

governance, trade and environment nexus, green markets and global value chains, and reducing the 

footprint of trade; 

• on energy efficiency and access to energy, UNEP supported the promotion of sustainable low-

emission transport and the reduction of air pollution in the transport sector in countries such as Lao 

PDR and Rwanda; 

• on public-private dialogue and private sector development, UNEP supported, through the SWITCH 

Africa Green Programme, LLDCs in Africa (including Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, and Uganda) to 

strengthen specific policies on green business and enhance awareness of green business and 

sustainable consumption and production practices. UNEP also supported Lao PDR, Malawi, Nepal 

and Rwanda to deepen and broaden poverty-environment mainstreaming and align finance and 

investment with poverty, environment and climate objectives through the UNEP-UNDP joint 

project for poverty-environment action for SDGs. It further supported Eastern European, Caucasus 

and Central Asian countries’ transition to a green economy through the development and 

implementation of sustainable consumption and production policies; 

• on climate change mitigation and adaptation, disaster risk reduction and building resilience, UNEP 

facilitated, through the global adaptation network, the exchange of knowledge on climate change 

adaptation between countries (including LLDCs), while strengthening their resilience and reducing 

their vulnerability to climate shocks. The Organization also provided targeted financial and 

technical support to LLDCs to prepare, update and improve technical needs assessment for 

technologies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, support adaptation to climate change, and are 

consistent with National Determined Contributions and national sustainable development 

objectives. Finally, through the Climate and Clean Air Coalition, UNEP assisted Central African 

Republic, Ethiopia, Lao PDR, Mali and Mongolia in reducing short-lived climate pollutants as part 

of their mitigation activities.  

 

On future priorities, she highlighted the need to promote accelerated and transformative action to address 

multiple crises and ensure the mainstreaming of environmental sustainability. She noted UNEP’s 

commitment to continue providing support to LLDCs, and to contribute to the Third LLDC Conference and 

to the preparations of the new program of action. 

 

Delivering remarks on behalf of Mr. Houlin Zhao, ITU Secretary-General, Ms Ida Jallow, ITU Senior 

Liaison Officer to the United Nations [participating virtually] noted that the meeting came at a moment 

when LLDCs were facing a set of challenges exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, which had impacted 

them in unprecedented and disproportionate ways.  
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Among other challenges, she noted that the LLDCs, which included 17 LDCs, comprised some of the 

poorest countries in the world, suffered from high transit costs that imposed serious constraints on their 

overall socio-economic development, and suffered from a lack of access to digital technologies and services 

that had become essential in the age of COVID-19.   

 

Ms. Jallow remarked that in line with the VPoA priority area related to ICT infrastructure, ITU had built a 

network of partnerships with other UN agencies, Member States and partners, which had undertaken a host 

of projects in areas ranging from infrastructure development for connectivity, to capacity building for digital 

transformation, cybersecurity, emergency telecommunications, and skills development. For example, she 

reported that ITU and UNICEF joined forces to connect every school to the Internet by 2030 through a 

partnership called GIGA, that involved several governments and benefited LLDCs, LDCs and SIDS in 

Africa, the Arab region, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas. She also noted ITU’s partnership with ILO 

and the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation to enhance digital skills for youth through the 

Digital Transformation Center project that sought to benefit LLDCs and other developing countries in the 

Americas, the Arab regions, Africa, Asia, Europe and the Pacific.  

 

Ms. Jallow remarked that all ITU projects contributed to connectivity. She added that the completed ITU 

World Telecommunication Development Conference in Kigali, Rwanda, focused on ‘Connecting the 

unconnected to achieve sustainable development’ and hosted the First Developmental Roundtables of the 

Partners to Connect Digital Coalition (P2C)10 for which the output will feed into the VPoA, among other 

programmes.   

On the P2C initiative, she indicated that from 20 September 2021 to 10 June 2022, 364 pledges worth over 

$24 billion had been made and the numbers were still going up. She noted that pledges covered various 

needs: from scaling up affordable access and building people’s digital skills, to reinforcing crucial 

connectivity infrastructure in remote and rural areas, and putting policies in place for closing the many 

different digital divides.  

 

Ms. Miryam Saade Hazin, Economic Affairs Officer, International Trade and Integration Division, 

ECLAC [participating virtually] noted that in 2021, ECLAC worked on developing studies related to a set 

of qualitative and quantitative indicators on inland transport corridors used by Paraguay. She remarked that 

Latin America suffers an “intermodal imbalance” and it is therefore important to promote a greater use of 

waterways for internal and regional mobility. 

Ms. Saade Hazin noted that in Paraguay, ECLAC developed the Paraguay National Connectivity Report 

that contains 161 indicators, and covers and measures the performance of inland transport modes, namely 

railways, road and inland waterways.  

 

Ms. Saade Hazin reported that during 2020-2022, ECLAC, in collaboration with UNECE and ESCWA 

developed 215 sustainable inland transport connectivity indicators (SITCIN) that have been tested in 

various countries, including Kazakhstan and Paraguay. She added that SITCIN can be used by landlocked 

or non-landlocked countries within and outside the UNECE region to voluntary assess and report progress 

toward achieving the 2030 Agenda, the SDGs and ultimately the VPoA.  

 

Noting that the COVID-19 pandemic has shown the logistic vulnerability of many countries, Ms. Saade 

Hazin indicated that, in 2020, ECLAC worked on the impact of COVID on the logistic performance in 

South America, and proposed policy recommendation for improving the connectivity and logistics fluidity 

with transit countries after the pandemic. She also reported that ECLAC and other Regional Commissions 

 
10  The Partner2Connect Digital Coalition (P2C) is a multistakeholder alliance involving ITU, UN-OHRLLS, and the Office of the 

Secretary-General’s Envoy on Technology which aims to connect people everywhere and accelerate connectivity by incentivizing 

investments. 



25 
 

provided trainings to LLDC policymakers in order to develop policies that promote transport connectivity 

and the maintenance of resilient transport infrastructure. Those include:  

• a national policy dialogue in Paraguay to validate the findings of the national connectivity reports 

with national and subregional stakeholders (June 2021); 

• an inter-regional forum to show the results of the SITCIN evaluation in five pilot countries 

(September 2021); and 

• a capacity building workshop about sustainable transport connectivity indicators (organized by 

UNECE and ECLAC in December 2021). 

 

In conclusion, Ms. Saade Hazin said COVID-19 and the war between Ukraine and the Russian Federation 

affected the structural weakness that LLDCs are experiencing, including on transport logistics and trade 

facilitation, and led to supply chain disruptions and inflation. She highlighted the need to help LLDCs be 

more integrated with the rest of the world.  

 

Mr. Ikuru Nogami, Advisor, Office of the Director, Division of Country Programmes, ITC, noted that 

the challenges faced by LLDCs are becoming even more complex as the COVID-19 pandemic and soaring 

commodity prices have had a significant adverse impact on the development of LLDCs. In particular, he 

noted the disproportionate impact on LLDC’s trade due to increasing fuel prices.  

 

Reporting on ITC’s activities since the IACG meeting of July 2021, Mr. Nogami highlighted some 

examples of support. He indicated that in Lao PDR, ITC assists coffee producers, small businesses and 

coffee shop owners to meet requirements from the international specialty coffee market. It does so through 

training courses and by connecting these sectors to international buyers via competitions or online auctions. 

For instance, in late 2021 and early 2022, ITC organized a series of training sessions for market actors in 

the speciality coffee value chain, which provided an opportunity to gain an in-depth understanding of the 

process from farm to cup, including cultivation, harvesting, drying, and brewing. The training also helped 

trainees establish a professional network with other trainees, international experts and coffee shop owners.  

 

In Turkmenistan, Mr. Nogami said ITC provided an intensive coaching programme on export management 

for small businesses in the country throughout the year of 2021 to offer practical and action-oriented 

advisory services. Then, in April 2022, ITC offered a training for the Government of Turkmenistan for its 

accession to the WTO. The training allowed participants to learn about WTO’s role in setting international 

trade rules between nations and about how to address potential needs at the beginning of Turkmenistan’s 

negotiations. 

 

Mr. Nogami reported that the ITC’s Strategic Plan (that goes to 2025) covers four key business areas 

(women empowerment; youth empowerment; green growth and e-commerce; and connectivity) and that 

the Centre was committed to support the development of LLDCs particularly in these areas. He reiterated 

ITC’s full support to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA and looked forward to working with UN-

OHRLLS and other partners toward the Third LLDC Conference in 2024. 

Ms. Vyara Filipova, Technical Officer, WCO [participating virtually] noted that from July 2021-June 

2022, one LLDC (Kyrgyzstan) acceded to the Revised Kyoto Convention11 (RKC), thus bringing the 

number of LLDCs that are RKC Contracting Parties to 23 (72% of the LLDCs). 

 

Ms. Filipova indicated that the following WCO tools were endorsed at committee level and pending 

approval by the WCO Council at the end of June 2022: 

• Railway Guidance;  

• Updated Guidelines on Disaster Management and Supply Chain Continuity; 

 
11 The International Convention on the simplification and harmonization of Customs procedures (as amended). 
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• Updated Coordinated Border Management Compendium; 

• 2022 edition of the Study Report on Disruptive Technologies developed jointly with the WTO; 

• 2022 edition of the WCO E-Commerce Framework of Standards and associated Technical 

Specifications; and 

• Third edition of the Compendium of Case Studies on E-Commerce, among others. 

 

On providing capacity building support to the Customs administrations of LLDCs and transit developing 

countries (TDCs), Ms. Filipova reported on WCO activities as follows: 

• On transit, trade and infrastructure development, she said: i) a regional workshop on Customs 

procedures in railway transport was held for the Asia-Pacific region from 3 to 5 May 2022; ii) a 

third round of WCO regional workshops on the WTO TFA was launched in April 2021 and, as part 

of this round, two regional workshops were held in December 2021 and June 2022, covering the 

East and Southern Africa (ESA), West and Central Africa (WCA) and Americas and the Caribbean 

(AMS) regions. She also indicated that support to implement various technical measures of the 

WTO TFA was provided through the WCO Mercator Programme for 10 LLDCs12 and a number of 

TDCs. 

• On ICT infrastructure and digital connectivity, she noted that in September 2021 and January 2022, 

the WCO held regional workshops on cross-border e-commerce for the North of Africa, Near and 

Middle East (MENA) and Europe (EUR) regions. 

 

Going forward, Ms. Filipova remarked that under a renewed framework for international support for 

LLDCs, the WCO can commit to supporting the Customs administrations of LLDCs in the following areas: 

• Fundamental transit policy issues; 

• Trade facilitation; 

• Cross-border e-commerce; 

• Use of advanced technologies by Customs; 

• Disaster relief; 

• Gender equality and diversity in Customs; 

• Environmental sustainability, circular economy and Green Customs. 

 

Mr. Ben Idrissa Ouedraogo, Economic Affairs Officer, OSAA [participating virtually] noted OSAA’s 

support to LLDCs through advocacy, coordination and monitoring, strategic agenda and partnership, and 

technical cooperation on various clusters, namely: i) financing for development; ii) sustainable development 

to deliver sustainable peace; iii) democracy, resilience and human capital; iv) science, technology and 

innovation (STI); v) industrialization, demographic dividend and the AfCFTA; and vi) energy and climate 

change. 

 

Linking OSAA’s work to the VPoA, he noted that on trade, OSAA partnered with UNCTAD to launch 

their flagship report, the ‘Economic Development in Africa 2021: Reaping the Potential Benefits of the 

African Continental Free Trade Area for Inclusive Growth.’  

On energy and ICT, Mr. Ouedraogo noted that the Interdepartmental Taskforce on African Affairs 

(IDTFAA), convened and chaired by OSAA, placed focus on addressing the role of energy as the entry 

point to building forward better and ensure the sustainable development of African LLDCs. He reported 

that OSAA, in partnership with members of the IDTFAA and its knowledge networks of experts, prepared 

 
12 Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda (EAC regional scoping mission on the Time Release Study (TRS)); Armenia (on TRS); 

Eswatini (on risk management (RM) and on post-clearance audit (PCA)); Kyrgyzstan (on TRS); Lesotho (on expedited shipments); 

Malawi (advanced rulings); Tajikistan (Mercator Diagnostic and Planning mission); Uzbekistan (on Single Window (SW), on PCA and 

on TRS); and Uganda (Mercator validation mission). 
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some knowledge products for advocacy on energy technologies including the one covering green hydrogen 

as a potentially viable option for Africa's energy sector transformation. He announced that the next meeting 

of the IDTFAA will take place on 27 June and 1 July 2022 and would discuss ‘ Energy Technology for 

Universal Access and Just Transition for Africa’ . 

Mr. Ouedraogo remarked that OSAA, in close collaboration with ECA, the African Institute for Economic 

Development and Planning (IDEP) and UNDP, co-organized the Fourth Annual Africa Day during the 2021 

HLPF 2021 on theme ‘The Green Recovery: Renewable Energy, Digitalization and Nature-based Solutions 

for Inclusion and Resilience in Africa.’ The event promoted key recommendations on how renewable 

energy and digital technologies can be utilized to accelerate progress on the implementation of the SDGs 

and Agenda 2063. Mr. Ouedraogo further indicated that OSAA advocated on the importance of science, 

technology, engineering and math (STEM) education in developing STI in African LLDCs through a policy 

paper titled: 'STEM education as enabler of Development and Peace'.  

Also on digitalization, Mr. Ouedraogo said OSAA published an advocacy brief in April 2022 on ‘Stronger 

States for Increased Stability: Digitalization of Public Service Delivery for Peace and Security in Africa’, 

highlighting that the weak presence of the State is a key driver to instability and violent conflict in Africa 

and that enhanced digitalization of public services can reduce the risk of violence13.  

On structural economic transformation, Mr. Ouedraogo noted that in April 2022, OSAA joined WIPO and 

other partners in organizing the Youth Entrepreneurship Regional Forum on the ‘Critical Role of 

Intellectual Property and Innovation for Youth Entrepreneurship and Start-ups’. The Forum provided an 

international platform for African young entrepreneurs and policymakers to discuss and learn about the 

importance of intellectual property for start-ups in particular MSMEs in Africa.  

On other areas, Mr. Ouedraogo reported that in May 2022, OSAA partnered with the African Union 

Commission (AUC), AUDA-NEPAD, the FAO, AGRA, WFP, ECA and ILO in organizing the 2022 Africa 

Dialogue Series (ADS) on the theme ‘Build Resilience in Nutrition: Accelerate Human Capital and Socio-

Economic Development.’ He concluded by noting OSAA’s readiness to contribute to preparations of the 

Third UN Conference on LLDCs in 2024.  

 

4. Closing session 
 
Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS, thanked IACG members for their very important 

work and for their great level of participation to the meeting, which, he said, was a testimony to the 

importance and high priority attached to effectively supporting the LLDCs. He invited participants to share 

their statements with UN-OHRLLS by 30 June 2022, noting that those would be taken into account for the 

summary report of the meeting, which would be posted on the UN-OHRLLS IACG LLDC website, along 

with the updated Roadmap.  

 

Delivering the closing remarks, Mr. Erdenebileg said the various crises that are currently going on in the 

world call for the UN and other international and regional organizations to work in a coordinated way to 

help LLDCs recover. He stressed the critical importance of all the initiatives implemented by the IACG to 

support LLDCs towards the objectives of the VPoA and the SDGs, adding that these initiatives, at all levels, 

are having a considerable impact on the ground. Those impacts include, just to name a few examples: 

• facilitating and expediting the administrative process related to electronic exchange of transport 

documents;  

 
13 The advocacy brief was developed to supplement the UN Secretary-General's biennial report on the review of the implementation of 

commitments made towards Africa’s development (A/75/950). 

https://www.un.org/ohrlls/content/un-inter-agency-work-lldcs
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• addressing trade-related constraints in various sectors; 

• developing agro-industries that are sustainable and increasing smallholders’ productive capacities; 

and 

• accelerating the digitization of small and medium-sized enterprises. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg showed his deep appreciation to the Resident Coordinators’ system efforts to coordinate 

strategic initiatives around the VPoA in terms of joint programmes, policy advice/dialogues, partnership 

development and fundraising. He noted that while challenges remain, these efforts are crucial to help 

LLDCs develop sustainably and catch up on the setbacks created by the COVID pandemic and the war in 

Ukraine. 

 

Mr. Erdenebileg looked forward to strengthened collaborations as we move towards the end of the VPoA 

and its global review in 2024. He indicated that UN-OHRLLS would keep IACG members informed of 

decisions coming out from the UN General Assembly at its 77th session regarding the venue and the 

modalities for the Third UN Conference on LLDCs. He also indicated that the Office would continue to 

keep the IACG informed about its activities towards the Conference, and would welcome further ideas on 

how to make the Conference a success.   
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- Ms. Jane Karonga, Economic Affairs Officer, Regional Integration Section,  

Email: karonga@un.org 

- Mr. Christopher Omolo, Trade Expert, Email: christopher.omolo@un.org 

 

 

European Investment Bank (EIB) [online] 

- Mr. Yohann Chaigneau, Senior Institutional and Policy advisor, EIB Global,  

Email: y.chaigneau@eib.org 

 

 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) [online and in-person] 

- Ms Angélica Jácome, Director, Office of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) – OSL,  

Email: Angelica.JacomeDaza@fao.org 

- Mr. Celso DeCarvalho, Programme Officer and Officer-in-Charge, FAO Liaison Office in Geneva, 
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14 This list includes participants who confirmed their attendance ahead of the meeting, and participants who attended the meeting online 

(without confirming their participation in advance). 
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- Mr. Javier Romero, Programme Management Officer, Division for Asia and the Pacific, Department 

of Technical Cooperation, Email: J.Romero@iaea.org 
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International Think Tank for LLDCs (ITTLLDC) [in-person] 

- Mr. Dulguun Damdin-Od, Executive Director, Email: Dulguundod@land-locked.org 

- Ms. Sodbolor Enkhsaikhan, Executive Assistant, Email: thinktank@land-locked.org 

 

 

International Trade Centre (ITC) [online and in-person] 

- Mr. Ikuru Nogami, Advisor, Office of the Director, Division of Country Programmes.  
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- Ms. Michelle Lau-Burke, Partnerships and Engagement Officer, UN Liaison Office, Office of the 
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Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) [online] 

- Ms. Monica Canafoglia, Legal Officer, International Trade Law Division,  

Email: monica.canafoglia@un.org 

- Ms. Jessica Howley, Legal Officer, Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea,  

Email: jessica.howley@un.org 

 

 

Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (OSAA) [online] 

- Mr. Talla Kebe, Team lead, Partnerships and Technical Cooperation, Email: tallak@un.org 
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) [online] 

- Mr. Johan Boelts, Economic Connectivity Officer, Economic Governance Unit, Email: 

Johan.Boelts@osce.org 

 

 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Botswana to the United Nations Office and other international 

organizations in Geneva [in-person] 

- H.E. Dr. Athaliah L. Molokomme, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Botswana to the United 

Nations Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva, Coordinator of the Group of LLDCs 

based in Geneva,  

Email: omatsietsa@botswanamission.ch; omosinyi@botswanamission.ch 

- Ms. Opelo Mosinyi, Trade Attaché, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Botswana to the United 

Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva,  

Email: omosinyi@botswanamission.ch 

 

 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) [online and in-person] 

- Mr. Jan Hoffmann, Head, Trade Logistics Branch, Division on Technology and Logistics, Email: 
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- Mr. Mussie Delelegn, Officer-in-Charge, Productive Capacities and Sustainable Development Branch, 
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Email: Jonas.HAERTLE@unitar.org 
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- Mr. Tomas Manuel Gonzalez Alvarez, Programme Management Officer,  

Email: gonzalezt@un.org 
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ANNEX II: Agenda 

 
 

Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of 

the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 

 

17 June 2022, 2:30 pm-6:00 pm (Geneva time) 

United Nations Office in Geneva, 

Palais des Nations Room XXI (Hybrid Meeting) 
 

2:30 pm– 3:30 pm Chair: Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS 
 

Opening Session 

• Opening remarks by Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, High Representative (Acting) 

for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and 

Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) 

• Remarks by H.E. Dr. Athaliah Lesiba Molokomme, Permanent Representative 

of the Republic of Botswana to the United Nations Office and other 

international organizations in Geneva, Coordinator of the Group of LLDCs 

based in Geneva 

• Remarks by Ms. Rosemary Kalapurakal, Deputy Director, UN Development 

Coordination Office (DCO) 

• Remarks by Principals of Organizations  

3:30 pm – 5:45 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair: Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer, UN-OHRLLS  
 

Update and discussion on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of 

Action (VPoA), on activities in the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation 

of the VPoA, and initial exchange of views on the Third United Nations 

Conference on LLDCs 

• Presentation by Ms. Nathalie Risse, Economic Affairs Officer, UN-OHRLLS  

• Presentations by participating organizations on: activities undertaken since the 

last IACG meeting in July 2021, in particular progress and outcomes in 

implementing the Roadmap; and initial exchange of views on the Third United 

Nations Conference on LLDCs. 

5:45 pm – 6:00 pm Chair: Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS 
 

Closing Session 

• Closing Remarks by Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS 
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ANNEX III:  
Statements provided afterwards by participants who were unable to 

make their interventions during the IACG Meeting 
 
 

Ms. Zodwa Florence Mabuza, Principal Regional Integration Officer, AfDB [unable to participate 

virtually due to connectivity issues]  

 

Financing infrastructure development has remained the African Development Bank’s core mandate since its 

establishment in 1963. Integrate Africa is one of the Bank’s strategic priorities and over the years the Bank has 

focused on infrastructure connectivity to connect Africa’s fragmented economies. The current strategic thrust 

of the Bank with regard to ‘Integrate Africa’ is anchored on three pillars, namely infrastructure connectivity, 

trade and investment and financial integration. Working together with other pan African institutions, such as 

the African Union and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the Bank has adopted a corridor 

approach to connecting African cities.   

Transport corridors help stimulate trade and economic development among the communities– by addressing 

the needs of landlocked developing countries, including countries in fragile situations. The Bank provides 

financial support for the implementation of the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) 

and other corridors not covered under PIDA. PIDA is a continent-wide program to develop a vision, policies, 

strategies and a programme for the development of priority regional and continental infrastructure in transport, 

energy, among others. Between 2004 to date, the Bank has spent more than $8 billion on corridor development, 

covering 12700 km of roads. The Bank has also established over 26 one stop border posts to enhance the free 

flow of goods and services. These corridors have benefitted more than 230 million people.  

Africa’s transport costs rank among the highest globally because of poor infrastructure and other impediments. 

The corridor approach to developing transport infrastructure is therefore aimed at reducing trade and transport 

costs and improving connectivity – by addressing both soft and hard infrastructure components. The Trans-

Africa Highway initiative is aimed at connecting African Cities and the Bank has funded a number of roads 

forming part of this initiative. There are nine of these highways, with sub-components in between, among 

which include Cairo-Dakar, Algiers-Lagos, Tripoli-Cape Town, Cairo Cape town, etc. 
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Figure 1: Trans Africa Highway 

 

Source: Internet 

In December 2020, the portfolio of active multinational projects amounted $13.1 billion of which transport 

accounted for 34 percent, power 18 percent and communications 2 percent, etc. 

Some of the key Regional Transport Projects that the Bank has financed recently include:  

a. Kazungula Bridge project (US$260 million) along the North South Corridor connecting Botswana and 

Zambia, Namibia and ultimately the DRC, across the Zambezi River, providing around $82 million 

resulting in a reduction of waiting time from 14 days to just one hour. It replaces the ferry and border 

facilities between Zambia and Botswana. The project includes trade facilitation instruments and 

improvements in border-related procedures and policies in addition to the 932-meter road and rail bridge 

over the Zambezi River and 10 kilometres of approach and access roads. The bridge is key to linking 

landlocked countries such as Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, the hinterland of DR Congo and the port of 

Da es Salaam and Durban.  

 

b. Senegambia Bridge (US$93m) facilitating overland traffic flow between Gambia and Senegal as well as 

reducing transport costs along the Trans-Gambia Corridor. The Bank funded the construction of the bridge 

through its flagship Trans West Africa Corridor project. The 1.9km (1.2 miles) Senegambia bridge links 

the two halves of The Gambia, and allows people from the north of Senegal to reach the southern 

Senegalese province of Casamance with ease. Previously truck drivers would spend days, and sometimes 

a week, in a queue waiting to cross the river, affecting the transportation of perishable goods. The 

population within the project influence zone is about 925,000, of which 92 percent are women. The bridge 
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offers a decrease of about 95 percent in transit time – this will facilitate sub- regional trade and open rural 

areas, while increasing the level and quality of service on the Nouakchott– Dakar–Lagos road corridors. 

  

c. The Nacala Rail and Road corridor Development Programme involving Mozambique, Malawi and 

Zambia, supporting the development of 1,170 km of the corridor. There is a total commitment of $625 

million for boosting trade, access to the sea, and reducing transport costs by 15-25%. 

 

d. The Rosso Bridge over the Senegal River at the Senegal-Mauritania border, promoting integration and 

trade between the countries of the Arab Maghreb Union, West Africa and beyond. 

 

Energy Projects 

The Bank is also supporting energy infrastructure projects, including the following: 

a. Eastern and Southern Africa Energy Generation and Export Hub of East Africa via Ethiopia with 

project preparation financing on the GIBE III hydropower generation Dam in Ethiopia with 1.87 

GW capacity, whose operations began in October 2015; 

b. Ethiopia-Kenya Power Interconnection Project, to boost exchange of electricity between the two 

countries; 

c. The first inter-regional (East to South) 400 KV power interconnector between Zambia, Tanzania 

and Kenya between EAC and SADC countries; 

d. 147 MW Ruzizi III Hydropower Project to supply electricity to 30 million people in the DRC, 

Rwanda and Burundi; 

e. Creation of the West African Power Pool (WAPP) promoting interconnection of the West African 

electricity sector ECOWAS Member States; 

f. The 225 kV Bolgatanga (Ghana) – Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) Interconnection project, a 

200km trans-boundary power transmission line inaugurated in 2018; 

g. The Gambia River Basin Development Organization (OMVG) project comprising a generation 

capacity of 128 MW and the construction of a 1,677 km long transmission network to improve 

electricity access in The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Senegal; 

h. The 330 KV WAPP North Core Project (Nigeria-Niger-Benin-Burkina Faso) power 

transmission line, and; 

i. The INGA 3 Hydro Power generation project which when implemented will make DRC to become 

the largest exporter of renewable energy in Africa. 

 

Specific to the Vienna Programme of Action, the AfDB is doing the followings: 

• Priority 1: Fundamental Transit Policy Issues: Financing of OSBPs, Intermodal Connectivity and 

support for the Online NTB Reporting and Monitoring Mechanism to address non-tariff barriers along 

transit routes. 

• Priority 2: Infrastructure Development and Maintenance: The Bank supports PIDA – Programme 

on Infrastructure development in Africa and the Presidential Infrastructure Champion Initiative. The 

PIDA plan includes 51 programmes and 433 actionable projects (mainly in transport). Between 2014 

and 2016, the Bank built and rehabilitated more than 1500 km of roads (Mombasa-Nairobi-Addis 

Ababa)- part of the Trans African Highway. 

• Priority 3: International Trade and Trade Facilitation: The Bank has financed a number of OSBPs, 

streamlining border processes, enhancing cooperation between border agencies and reducing time to 

cross-the border. A Trade and Transport Facilitation Due Diligence Tool has just been adopted by 

Bank Management to mainstream soft infrastructure issues in the design of transport infrastructure. 
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These include harmonization of transport policies along corridors. 

• Priority 4: Regional Integration and Cooperation: The Bank has supported a number of regional 

and continental initiatives such as: Capacity Support for NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency 

– PIDA CAP at a cost of UA5 million; Tripartite Capacity Building Project Phase II, aimed at 

harmonizing trade regimes of 3 RECs (COMESA-EAC-SADC) and 29 countries, many of which are 

landlocked (UA5 million); and support to the AfCFTA Secretariat through a grant of $4.8 million for 

institutional arrangements. 

• Priority 5: Structural Economic Transformation: One of the strategic objectives of the Bank in the 

High 5s is ‘Industrialise Africa’, which aims at transforming African economies from predominantly 

trading in commodities to final products. The Bank is supporting a number of countries in value chains 

development. It also funded the Tripartite FTA countries to develop an instrument of cooperation in 

industrial development.  It supports the development of African fashion as an industry: Fashionomics 

in partnership with the Trade and Development Bank (TDB) and others. It works on developing 

economic activities along major corridors – such as staple food processing zones. The Private Sector 

Division has been lending to several companies in the region. 

With the advent of the African Continental Free Trade Area, the AfDB is focusing on integrating the African 

market through connectivity. Historically, transport corridors focused largely on connecting resource rich 

African countries to ports. There was never a deliberate policy stance to connect the African market. In line 

with the objective of alleviating poverty in Africa, the objective is to reduce trade costs in landlocked countries, 

which are currently high and negatively affecting competitiveness of African industries and firms. The reality 

is that ultimately, the high costs are passed onto the consumer, exacerbating the poverty problem. 

Some of the challenges include the following: 

• There is a huge demand for infrastructure financing – which is hardly met due to limited funding: 

Africa has poorly developed capital/financial markets. 

• A number of the LLDCs are Transition states with a high level of fragility (affecting the 

implementation of regional infrastructure projects). 

• Non-Tariff-Barriers (related to border procedures, customs documentation, road blocks, pre-shipment 

inspections, SPS, TBT) are a major challenge in connecting landlocked countries – adding to high 

transportation costs. 

• Poor maintenance of existing infrastructure. 

• Low implementation rate of the Trade Facilitation Measures (African countries hardly sue one another, 

opting for alternative dispute settlement mechanisms – which may delay resolution of trade disputes). 

The African Development Bank will continue mobilizing resources to finance infrastructure development in 

Africa. Working with other multilateral development partners, co-financing of major projects has worked well. 

The Africa Investment Forum brings together project promoters and financiers and so far the response has been 

positive. 


