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A. Introduction 

The First Inter-Agency Consultative Group (IACG) Meeting on the Follow-up and Implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014-2014 (VPoA) was held in Geneva on 15 April 
2015. The meeting was organized by the United Nations Office of the High-Representative for Least 
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-
OHRLLS). The objective of the IACG was to consult on the way forward for the implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action, including the roadmap and indicators for monitoring the implementation 
of the Programme, as well as hearing a briefing on the upcoming High-Level Meeting on the Follow-up 
to the Second UN Conference on LLDCs to be held in Livingstone, Zambia from 2-4 June 2015.   

The meeting was chaired by UN-OHRLLS and opened by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-
General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries 
and Small Island Developing States. Ambassador Juan Esteban Aguirre, Permanent Representative of 
Paraguay to the United Nations in Geneva and LLDC Group Coordinator on Trade and Development 
participated in the opening session and Ambassador Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota, Permanent 
Representative of Zambia to the United Nations in New York and Chair of the LLDC Group joined the 
meeting through video link. The meeting was attended by participants from 17 different institutions as 
shown in the participant list in annex 1. The meeting followed the agenda presented in annex 2. 

B. Opening Session 

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya and Ambassador Juan Esteban Aguirre presented statements in the opening 
session.  

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya opened the meeting by expressing appreciation to all the organizations for 
the importance that they attach to the development concerns of the LLDCs and the contributions they 
have made to the success of the Second UN Conference on LLDCs. Mr. Acharya highlighted that the 
Conference was an important milestone for the LLDCs and the larger international community in terms 
of the level and the number of participants, substantive multi-stakeholder discussions as well as a 
forward looking outcome document. He noted that the Conference featured discussions on the 
challenges that LLDCs face and collaborative approaches towards addressing them in four high-level 
thematic roundtables, 18 side events and the Business and Investment Forum. 

Mr. Acharya noted the successful and ambitious outcome document, the Vienna Programme of Action 
for LLDCs for the decade 2014-2024, which is a new holistic development agenda with specific goals and 
time-bound results-oriented objectives that seeks to achieve rapid, inclusive and sustained economic 
growth along with poverty reduction and sustainable development for more than 450 million people. He 
thanked Ambassador Kasese-Bota of Zambia and her team for the strong leadership that she provided in 
coordinating the LLDC group activities for the Conference and negotiating on behalf of G77 and China, as 
well as Ambassador of Paraguay in New York and his team as well as the team in Geneva who effectively 
supported the LLDC Chair in the negotiations on the outcome document. He also acknowledged the 
efficient steering of the intergovernmental consultations led by Ambassador Thoresson of Sweden and 
Ambassador Phansourivong of Lao PDR.  

Mr. Acharya also commended the UN system organizations, and other international and regional 
organizations for their support to the Conference and its entire preparatory process, both substantively 
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and logistically. He stressed that the 18 pre-conference events as part of the inter-agency track of the 
Conference provided the necessary background and recommendations for the LLDCs to take into the 
negotiations and formed the substantive basis of the outcome document.  

Mr. Acharya highlighted that the Vienna Programme of Action was realized through broad-based 
consultations and participatory preparatory process involving LLDCs, transit developing countries, 
development partners, UN system organizations, international organizations and the private sector. He 
called on all stakeholders to remain engaged in the implementation and follow-up process. He informed 
the meeting that OHRLLS has developed a comprehensive roadmap for the implementation, follow-up 
and monitoring of the Vienna Programme of Action, with a view to ensuring a coordinated engagement 
of all stakeholders.   

Mr. Acharya re-iterated that first, the implementation of the Programme is the most important and 
imminent task ahead of us; second, that the Vienna Programme of Action calls on organizations to 
mainstream it into their programmes of work; and third, that it also calls on the UN system and relevant 
international organizations to support LLDCs in the implementation of the Programme through technical 
and capacity-building assistance and invited participants to update on their organizations’ activities in 
this regard. He also noted that OHRLLS has begun an exploratory exercise towards developing indicators 
for measuring progress in implementing the Programme. 

In concluding, Mr. Acharya informed all participants that the Government of Zambia, as the Chair of the 
Group of LLDCs, in collaboration with OHRLLS, is hosting a high-level meeting on the follow-up and 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action in Zambia on 2-4 June and urged participants to 
ensure the highest possible participation from their organizations. Finally, he stressed that while 
implementation of the Vienna Programme is crucial, we must also ensure that the LLDCs agenda is 
integrated into other global processes, such as the post-2015 development agenda and financing for 
development dialogues, climate change discussions and multilateral trade negotiations.  

In his statement, H.E. Juan Esteban Aguirre highlighted that LLDCs now have concrete results and a new 
mandate resulting from the Vienna Programme of Action, which brings us to discussing implementation 
and the next steps on the road to the creation of new opportunities. He noted that the Programe of 
Action comes at a timely juncture, with a number of significant international meetings about to take 
place, including the Financing for Development Conference; WTO´s Ministerial meeting in Nairobi in 
December, the UNCTAD XIV in Lima in March 2016; and the next COP in Paris. He highlighted that these 
are opportunities where elements of the Vienna Programme can be reflected. 

Ambassador Aguirre said that the successful conclusion of the Conference was possible thanks to the 
participatory multi-stakeholder nature of the preparatory process, through the three tracks. He noted 
that the Vienna Programme captures LLDCs’ overarching objective of sustainable and inclusive 
development with a holistic approach that includes new elements such as the structural economic 
transformation. He stressed that there is a true sense of forward looking moment from the Vienna 
Conference and that the LLDC Governments feel a true sense of ownership and are much more involved 
than during the Almaty process.  

 He highlighted transit policies and trade facilitation, means of implementation, structural economic 
transformation and connectivity infrastructure as the elements of the Vienna Programme that the LLDC 
missions in Geneva see as crucial for effective implementation. He in particular stressed the new 
approach of the VPoA, which focuses on the structural economic transformation of LLDCs, while keeping 
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transit and infrastructure issues at the core. The Ambassador noted that the LLDC Group in Geneva sees 
regional cooperation, Aid for Trade, including the Trade Facilitation facility as proposed under the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement, ODA, Foreign Direct Investment and international trade as initiatives and tools 
that should ensure availability of financial means for the economic transformation of LLDCs and for the 
reduction of the negative impact of geographical constraints. 

In concluding, he welcomed the efforts to construct indicators for monitoring the implementation of the 
Vienna Programme. He also called on the organizations to join the implementation efforts by 
incorporating the VPoA into the action and work plans. 

C. Consultations on the way forward for the implementation of the Vienna 
Programme of Action   

In this session, Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS introduced the Vienna Programme of 
Action; and Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS presented the draft roadmap for the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, followed by comments and presentations from 
agencies on the roadmap and their efforts to mainstream the implementation of the Vienna Programme 
of Action into their programmes of work. 

Introduction to the Vienna Programme of Action 

Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox started the session by providing a brief overview of the main findings from 
the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action. She then highlighted that the overarching goal 
of the VPoA is to address the special development needs and challenges of in a more coherent manner 
in order to contribute to sustainable development and eradication of poverty. She noted the 6 
overarching objectives of the Programme as follows: 

a) Promote unfettered, efficient and cost-effective access to and from the sea by all means of 
transport, on the basis of freedom of transit 

b) Reduce transaction and transport costs and improve international trade services through 
simplification and standardization of rules and regulations 

c) Develop adequate transit transport infrastructure networks and complete missing links 
d) Effectively implement bilateral, regional and international legal instruments and strengthen 

regional integration 
e) Promote growth and increased participation in global trade, including through structural 

transformation 
f) Enhance and strengthen international support for LLDCs 

She then noted the 6 priorities of the VPoA: 1) Fundamental transit policy issues, 2) Infrastructure 
development and maintenance, 3) International trade and trade facilitation, 4) Regional integration and 
cooperation, 5) Structural economic transformation and 6) Means of implementation. She highlighted 
the 21 specific objectives of the Programme and the 87 specific actions by LLDCs, transit developing 
countries and development partners through which the objectives of the Programme are to be 
achieved.  

Starting with fundamental transit policy issues, the Director informed the participants that this priority 
focuses on the need to promote the harmonization, simplification and standardization of rules and 



 5 

documentation, along with ratification and full implementation of international conventions on 
transport and transit and bilateral, subregional and regional agreements and cooperation on 
fundamental transit policies and regulations among all key stakeholders. She mentioned that the 
specific objectives include reducing travel time along corridors; significantly reducing time spent at land 
borders; and improving intermodal connectivity.  

On infrastructure development and maintenance, the Director highlighted that this priority has been 
expanded as compared with the APoA to include energy and ICT infrastructure, with the objectives 
requiring countries to expand and upgrade infrastructure for modern and renewable energy; to make 
broadband policies universal; to promote open and affordable access to the Internet for all; and to 
address the digital divide. She noted that the VPoA specifically calls for significantly increasing the 
quality of roads, expanding and upgrading railway infrastructure and completing missing links in regional 
road and rail networks.  

Similarly, Ms. Schroderus-Fox noted that priority 3 on international trade and trade facilitation has been 
strengthened to reflect the new realities in the LLDCs, with focus on substantially increasing their 
exports and participation in global trade, diversifying their export structures by increasing value-added 
and manufactured component of exports, and greater integration into global and regional value chains 
and networks. She mentioned that the VPoA invites Member States to consider the specific needs and 
challenges of LLDCs in international trade negotiations and in particular recognizes the importance of 
the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation. Furthermore, she noted that under trade facilitation the 
VPoA calls for simplifying and streamlining border crossing procedures,  improving transit facilities and 
their efficiency and ensuring that transit regulations and formalities are published and updated in 
accordance with the Trade Facilitation Agreement.  

The Director then stressed that one of the more notable expansions of the VPoA relates to the new 
stand-alone priority on regional integration and cooperation, which focuses on strengthening of regional 
trade and infrastructure networks, harmonization of regional policies, as well as strengthening of 
participation in bilateral and regional integration frameworks and trade agreements. It also 
acknowledges that promotion of deeper and meaningful integration should encompass other areas than 
just trade and trade facilitation including investment, research and development and policies aimed at 
accelerating regional industrial development and regional connectivity.  

Ms. Schroderus-Fox highlighted the second new priority, on structural economic transformation, which 
places emphasis on the building up of the institutional and human capacities of LLDCs in order to 
promote structural economic transformation and diversification. She mentioned the objectives which 
are identified therein as increasing value addition in manufacturing and agricultural sectors, promoting 
services-based growth, in particular tourism, and encouraging FDI to those high-value added sectors, as 
well as acknowledging the role of strengthened private sector and science, technology and innovation. 

Lastly, on means of implementation, the Director noted that VPoA fully recognizes the need to 
effectively mobilize adequate domestic and external resources for its implementation and that 
development partners are encouraged to provide targeted technical and financial support, including 
through ODA and aid for trade. The particular roles of South-South and triangular cooperation as well as 
the private sector, including through FDI, were also highlighted, as well as need for organizations to give 
greater priority to LLDCs’ requests for technical and capacity-building support. 
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In conclusion, Ms. Schroderus-Fox highlighted that mainstreaming of the VPoA, into national and 
sectoral development strategies at the national level, and into the programmes of work of regional and 
sub-regional organizations, and the UN system and other international organizations at the global level, 
is one of the main tools for implementation. 

Introduction of the draft roadmap for the implementation of the Vienna Programme 
of Action 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg took the floor to introduce the draft roadmap for the implementation of 
the VPoA as prepared by OHRLLS. First, he reiterated some of the important points mentioned by Mr. 
Acharya, namely the importance of the broad based participatory approach in the run up to the 
conference which was the main reason why the outcome was successful, the importance of ownership, 
the holistic and ambitious nature of the VPoA and the key role of partnerships, between LLDCs, transit 
countries, development partners, the UN system and other organizations, private sector, and in the 
context of South-South Cooperation, in its implementation.  He also informed of a meeting convened on 
the follow-up to the Conference by the ECOSOC president in January 2015, which was very well 
attended and during which Member States expressed their high level of satisfaction with the outcome of 
the Conference. 

Mr. Erdenebileg explained that implementation and partnerships are important at three mutually 
reinforcing levels – national, regional and sub-regional, and global levels. In presenting the roadmap, he 
implored that it is a very initial draft being presented to the participants for their consideration and 
further inputs and comments, which can be sent to OHRLLS by email. He explained that the roadmap 
will then be finalized in the next few weeks, based on the comments received.  

Presenting the different stakeholders and vehicles reflective of the different partnerships, Mr. 
Erdenebileg highlighted the intergovernmental actors, South-South cooperation, UN system and 
international organizations, partnerships with private sector, as well as advocacy efforts that are needed 
to raise international awareness of what was achieved and what needs to be done and resource 
mobilization efforts to ensure implementation of the VPoA. In terms of the objectives of the roadmap, 
he highlighted in particular mainstreaming of the VPoA at the national, regional and global levels; 
promoting global consensus-building and getting the programme incorporated into the global processes; 
mobilization of resources and of technical and capacity-building assistance for LLDCs; and effective 
follow-up, review and monitoring of the programme.  

Starting at the global level, Mr. Erdenebileg informed the meeting that initial drafts of key documents of 
the ongoing global developmental processes already contain elements of the VPoA and that the LLDC 
Group is working in the negotiations to strengthen those provisions. He also informed that in New York, 
few development partners, led by Ambassadors of Sweden and Austria, are having consultations to 
establish a Group of Friends of LLDCs to promote the LLDC agenda at the UN.  

At the regional level, Mr. Erdenebileg noted the recent decision adopted by the ECA to mainstream the 
Programme into ECA programme of work and requesting the Executive Secretary to conduct regular 
reviews and prepare reports on implementation of the VPoA. He noted that similar efforts are ongoing 
within ECE and ESCAP. At the national level, he highlighted the issue of ownership and mainstreaming of 
the VPoA into national development strategies.  



 7 

Turning to the UN system and other international organizations, in addition to mainstreaming to their 
programmes of work, Mr. Erdenebileg explained that OHRLLS will reply on the organizations to provide 
inputs into the SG reports on the implementation of the VPoA, as well as any sectoral or thematic 
reviews of the VPoA. He also mentioned that organizations will be expected to set up and join ad hoc 
groups on certain areas – for example on indicators.   

He then said that there is a series of activities focused on South-South Cooperation, and OHRLLS is 
working with UNOSSC to develop further actions that should be supported. In terms of partnerships 
with private sector, he explained that the private sector steering committee that was established for the 
Conference will be turned into a private sector coordination body. OHRLLS is in consultations with ICC 
on this and will also be working on private sector strategy for continue engagement of the private sector 
in the implementation. He mentioned that OHRLLS will also continue to work with UNCTAD on how 
LLDCs can attract FDI.  

Mr. Erdenebileg informed the meeting that advocacy efforts have already started. Recently OHRLLS 
organized meetings of the LLDC Bureau with senior World Bank representatives, which was very 
successful. Similar missions to other key capitals, including Geneva, Vienna and Brussels are in under 
consultations with the LLDC Group.  In conclusion, Mr. Erdenebileg called on organizations to provide 
their inputs and comments on this initial draft, and accept the roadmap as a common guidance 
document.  

Comments and presentations from agencies on the roadmap and their efforts to 
mainstream the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 

The representative of the ECA, Mr. Tama Lisinge highlighted a recent joint Conference of African Union 
and ECA Conference of Ministers that adopted a resolution which asked the ECA to mainstream the 
VPoA into its programme of work. He noted that many divisions of the ECA are already doing a lot of 
work in the priorities of the Programme. He mentioned specifically ECA work on the Trans-African 
Highway network; ECA is also working with NEPAD and the African Union Commission on the 
Programme for Infrastructure Development (PIDA). He highlighted that PIDA provides a framework for 
infrastructure development, which is in line with VPoA. In terms of mainstreaming the VPoA into the 
work of regional and sub-regional organizations, he stressed that ECA will work to ensure that the VPoA 
is mainstreamed into the work of the AUC.  

In terms of follow-up and review of VPoA, ECA already provided comprehensive baseline report on what 
is happening in Africa in the status of the VPoA in the 6 priority areas. In terms of the indicators, he 
informed the meeting that ECA, World Bank and AUC are working to develop regional integration index 
in Africa and there are important indicators on regional trade and infrastructure that could be 
incorporated into the VPoA monitoring framework. He also informed the meeting that ECA is also 
working to enhance the engagement of the private sector, and is working closely with the International 
Road Federation Association and the Freight Forwarders Association.  ECA will review the roadmap and 
will send comments.  

The representative of UNCTAD, Mr. Taffere Tesfachew started by saying that the roadmap is very useful 
and practical tool for facilitating the implementation of the VPoA.  In terms of the Programme, he noted 
that the inclusion of regional integration and structural transformation, which implies increased 
emphasis on capacity building and technological upgrading, makes the VPoA more holistic and more 
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ambitious. Therefore, the approach to the implementation of the current programme of action should 
be strategic and equally ambitious. He noted that structural economic transformation requires not only 
increasing resources for investment, but also ensuring that the “right” kinds of investment are made, in 
the “right” sectors, using the “right” technologies in order to achieve economic diversification and 
increasing value addition; deepening of the production base; and upgrading of products and processes 
and reducing the cost of trade. Mr. Tesfachew noted that based on past experience, successful 
structural economic transformation requires breaking out not only one viscous circle, but several 
interconnected vicious circles and the successful implementation of structural economic transformation 
requires simultaneous actions in several areas and an integrated approach to policy making.  

He then highlighted UNCTAD’s contribution to implementation of the VPoA under five points. First, 
UNCTAD will mainstream the implementation of VPoA into the work of the Trade and Development 
Board (TDB). A review of the implementation of relevant priorities of VPoA will be conducted by the 
regular session of the TDB, in the context of relevant regular ongoing agenda item. Second, he noted 
that UNCTAD will contribute to the mandated reviews, including the Secretary-General’s report, and the 
mid-term review of the VPoA, as well as participating in regional reviews and IACG Meetings. Third, with 
regard to integrating relevant priorities in the work of the UNCTAD secretariat, relevant divisions of 
UNCTAD have already incorporated some of the key activities in the context of the 2015-2016 Strategic 
Framework and Programme Budget for the biennium.   

Fourth, Mr. Tesfachew highlighted that UNCTAD will continue to address sector specific work in 
supporting LLDCs, focusing on building productive capacity, structural economic transformation and 
helping LLDCs link to value chains. He mentioned that before the LLDC Conference, UNCTAD and CFC, 
with OHRLLS initiated a number of studies on commodities and value chains, involving four pilot 
countries, namely, Botswana, Mongolia, Paraguay and Zambia, with similar work being completed in 
Uzbekistan. He said that UNCTAD hopes to advance further this area of work, including organizing 
national level dialogue focused on policies for promoting commodities based value chains. Finally, he 
informed the meeting that UNCTAD will actively participate in the Livingstone meeting in June.  

The WTO representative, Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, informed the meeting that in December 2014, 
Paraguay made a detailed presentation to the final general council of the WTO on the VPoA, subsequent 
to which the entire VPoA was circulated to all WTO Member States as an official WTO document. 
Secondly, Mr. Priyadarshi noted that first step in the implementation of the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement is to get as many countries as possible to notify the WTO of their category A commitments. 
He informed that the WTO so far received 53 notifications, 7 of which were presented by LLDCs and 12 
by transit countries. Furthermore, 6 transit countries have notified that they are fully ready to 
implement article 11 on freedom of transit and another 3 ready to partially implement it and fully 
implement it with some technical assistance. In a similar vein, the WTO representative informed the 
meeting that while the number of WTO members ratifying the TFA is only 4, the aim is that ratification 
should take place at latest before the WTO Ministerial meeting in December and 40 members have 
indicated their intent to ratify it in the near future. He stressed that OHRLLS could also assist in putting 
across the message that countries should come out more openly in terms of their intentions towards 
ratification. 

Mr. Priyadarshi also informed the meeting that the Fifth global review of Aid for Trade will take place 
from 30 June to 2 July 2015, with the theme of ‘reducing trade costs’ and that special event and 
discussions for LLDCs will take place. He expressed his hope for active participation through which 
identification of concerns and also identification of means of implementation can be pushed forward. 
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He also mentioned that as part of the aid for trade review, 16 LLDCs have responded to the partner 
county questionnaire and while the WTO will analyse the responses, some preliminary analysis from the 
LLDCs are that trade facilitation continues to be the most important priority in terms of aid for trade 
assistance; trade costs and border crossing procedures figure prominently; other priorities include 
assistance for trade policy analysis and negotiations, support for network and road infrastructure, and 
assistance from international organizations for export diversification. In addition, he stressed that 13 of 
the LLDCs have indicated that they have mainstreamed or included trade facilitation as priority in their 
national development strategy agenda. 

In addition, Mr. Priyadarshi informed the meeting that LLDCs within the WTO led by Paraguay are 
already working towards the WTO Ministerial Meeting with the intention to have specific paragraphs on 
concerns of LLDCs in the outcome of the meeting. In this regard, he noted that they will need support 
from OHRLLS to ensure that concrete result is achieved in this regard.  

The representative of the WCO, Mr. Toshihiko Osawa, started by briefly introducing the work of the 
WCO and highlighted that WCO activities are compatible with the VPoA, under trade and trade 
facilitation priority. He informed the participants that last year WCO produced the Transit Handbook 
which compiles international transit-related standards and information on WCO tools and best 
practices. He described the 8 approaches of the Transit Handbook as effective information sharing, 
customs seals and other security measures, coordinated border management, performance 
measurement, risk management, border infrastructure, simplification of customs formalities, and 
guarantee system.  

Mr. Osawa informed the participants that the Mercator Programme, which was adopted by the WCO in 
June 2014, was developed to support the implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement. He noted 
that the implementation of this programme will contribute to the VPoA implementation and support 
LLDCs. The key objectives of the Mercator programme are: tailor-made technical assistance and capacity 
building, harmonized implementation based on WCO’s global standards and effective coordination 
among all stakeholders. He highlighted the two tracks of the programme, the tailor made track and the 
overall track.  

The WCO representative informed that WCO organized regional workshop for customs organizations on 
transit aimed at exchanging technical views on effective transit regimes to promote effective regional 
integration, during which the participants discussed effective information sharing, regional bond 
guarantee systems, one stop border posts and e-guarantee systems. He noted that WCO is panning 
national workshop on transit for Azerbaijan customs and considering another regional workshop in 
Europe. He also stressed that in Uganda, lack of regional or global standard for tracking system is major 
challenge and WCO is supporting the development of an e-tracking system.  

Mr. Osawa also informed the meeting on the work of the Trade Facilitation Agreement working group 
which held its last meeting in February 2015 and included a panel discussion on transit where the VPoA 
was introduced to the participants. He also highlighted that the WCO conference on regional integration 
is to take place from 15-16 June 2015, following the WCO council meeting from 11-13 June 2015 and 
that finalized agenda and invitations will be sent out shortly.  

The representative of ITC, Mr. Francesco Geoffroy noted that ITC welcomes initiatives aimed at 
supporting coherence in development cooperation, in particular technical assistance related to trade. 
He informed the meeting that ITC started to fully mainstream the implementation of VPoA into its 
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strategic plan of 2015-2017. He emphasized that ITC mainly provides trade integrated solutions which 
corresponds fully to the specific objectives of the VPoA, concentrating mainly on interventions in 
priorities 3, 5 and 6. 

While during the APoA implementation ITC worked with LLDCs in areas of WTO accession and NTMs, 
under the VPoA, ITC is increasingly focusing on trade facilitation and services. He also informed that ITC 
already provided details of their contribution to the VPoA for the SG’s report. In terms of the roadmap, 
Mr. Geoffroy emphasized that ITC is committed to contribute to the ad hoc expert group to assess and 
facilitate implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, and to conduct sectoral and 
thematic reviews.    

The UNIDO representative, Mr. Bashir Conde, noted that there are a lot of commonalities between the 
Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) vision as endorsed in UNIDO General Conference 
in Lima in 2013 and the VPoA, especially with regards to inclusiveness, emphasis on structural 
transformation and concrete partnerships as well as strong monitoring indicators.   

On mainstreaming the VPoA, he announced that VPoA has been included both  in the UNIDO 
programme and budget document for 2016-2017 which will be endorsed by Member States at the end 
of the month and the medium term programme framework 2016-2019 to be validated by UNIDO’s 
Industrial Development Board in June 2015. Mr. Conde also informed the participants that UNIDO is 
working on two pilot partnership country porgrammes, including one LLDC (Ethiopia) which is being 
implemented in partnership with UNCTAD, FAO and other stakeholders including the private sector. 
Going forward, he noted that UNIDO will make sure that VPoA aspects are included in the programmes.  

He also highlighted that UNIDO is multiplying its energy efficiency centers, first of which was built in 
2012 for the ECOWAS region, to the SADC and EAC regions as well as for Himalayas and Central America. 
He also mentioned that the AUC and UNIDO are organizing conference of African ministers on industry 
in November 2015 and VPoA topic will be mentioned and certainly discussed. With regard to the Zambia 
Ministerial Meeting, he stressed that UNIDO is ready to participate at the level of Senior Management. 
Finally, he assured of UNIDO readiness to be part of the Friends of VPoA initiative. 

The representative of ECLAC, Ms. Azhar Jaimurzina noted that ECLAC is fully committed to the LLDC 
issues and to the VPoA and ECLAC’s current work is very active in terms of all priority areas of the VPoA. 
On fundamental transit policy issues, she said that ECLAC is looking into factors that are obstacles for 
reaching integrated harmonized transit transport policies. The main objective is to have data and the 
necessary analysis on the state of transport infrastructure and use of available modes of transport. She 
noted that almost all activities focus only on one mode of transport, without addressing the necessary 
regulatory issues. She highlighted that ECLAC is working on data on modal split and how to strengthen 
and address the failures of public policies, at the national and regional level, in this respect.  

On infrastructure development, first, she highlighted that ECLAC is working on assessment of the state 
of infrastructure (all modes) in the region, including indicators and analysis of this issue. Secondly, ECLAC 
is in the process of collecting data on financing of infrastructure, both public and private and broken 
down by mode of transport. On trade facilitation, Ms. Jaimurzina informed the meeting that the ECLAC 
trade division is promoting trade facilitation initiatives and contributing to various assessments. On 
regional integration, she noted that ECLAC is working closely with the Initiative for the Integration of the 
Regional Infrastructure in South America (IIRSA) and is also looking into regional policy and transport 
issues at the regional level. On structural economic transformation, ECLAC is looking at the link between 
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exportation of commodities from the region and the current infrastructure setup and what has been 
found is that there is a lot of potential to use existing infrastructure used for export of commodities for 
export of more high-value added goods. She highlighted a project which looks at more sustainable use 
of natural resources and that ECLAC is looking for close collaboration with the other regional 
commissions.  

On the roadmap, Ms. Jaimurzina said that it fully corresponds to ECLAC’s approach and that she 
appreciates the strong role of the regional commissions that have a role in terms of providing reliable 
data and doing specific and detailed reviews of the VPoA. She noted that ECLAC is also fully committed 
to dialogue to raise awareness of the VPoA. However, she stressed that resource constraints are the 
main obstacle and other ways in which the work of regional commissions could be supported should be 
explored so that regional commissions can provide true value-added work.   

The representative of the CFC, Mr. Andrey Kuleshov, informed the meeting that the CFC is completing 
its process of modernization, through which its projects process is being opened up to make it more 
accessible to LLDCs and to donors. He highlighted that CFC’s strategic focus is on close collaboration 
with the private sector in implementation of projects. He also noted that LLDCs is one of the interest 
groups of the CFC and as such the fund gives them specific preference, with special interest in the 
commodity sector. He noted however that identification of projects remains challenge for CFC and as 
one of the tasks to try to address this CFC will create private sector advisory panel. Mr. Kuleshov said 
that CFC will be pleased to align this work with the private sector activities on the implementation of the 
VPoA.  

The CFC representative informed the meeting that CFC continues to work on development of new 
financing instruments, with the view to make interests of donors aligned with incentives. He pointed out 
that recently, CFC together with partners, including the Rainforest Foundation UK and the Schmidt 
Family Foundation successfully concluded developing an instrument which integrates the development 
of indicators with the involvement of the private sector, making private sector directly interested in 
development of indicators. CFC’s hope is that this will increase effectiveness of projects.  

In the context of Zambia meeting, he noted that CFC has agreed to support the establishment of Africa 
storage and infrastructure fund in Southern and Eastern Africa. He also noted CFC and UNCTAD efforts 
on commodity-related structural challenges of LLDCs. 

The representative of UNEP, Ms. Nara Luvsan, acknowledged the successful transition from APoA to 
VPoA and on the broad partnership approach of the VPoA, which is in the spirit of the ONE UN, 
addressing the challenge of over-duplicating. She stressed that UNEP is keen to look into climate change, 
desertification, land degradation, energy efficiency and renewable energy, some of which are already 
indicated in the VPoA. She mentioned the partnership for action on green economy (PAGE), a five 
agency programme, through which 6 pilot countries have been covered and the plan is to scale up and 
reach 30 countries. One issue that came out of the pilots is the need to have a balance across regions 
and across categories of countries. She also noted that PAGE is looking into the incorporation of green 
economy policies into national strategies and therefore synergies with the VPoA in this regard could be 
explored.  

The representative of the UN ECE, Mr. Miroslav Jovanovic noted that majority of ECE activities are in 
line with the VPoA, including work on border crossings, infrastructure, trade facilitation and 
harmonization of rules. He mentioned that a draft resolution on mainstreaming the VPoA into the work 
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of ECE is currently with the Commission. He also noted that ECE does not have sufficient resources to 
participate in all LLDC-related meetings. The ECE representative recalled the two joint letters sent by the 
USG and the ECE Executive Secretary to LLDCs offering them assistance in ratifying the harmonized 
convention on border control for goods. However, no LLDCs responded to the letters. He stressed that 
more should be done to look at the demand side and to encourage and support LLDCs to identify their 
needs.   

The representative of ITU, Ms. Fuatai Purcell stressed that ICTs are the most rapidly evolving industry, 
which is why it is critical to employ the adequate infrastructure to ensure that LLDCs can grow and have 
competitive advantage. She informed the participants that ITU has mainstreamed the VPoA, in particular 
priority 2b into its core development programme for 2015-2018. She mentioned that the ITU's 
sixth World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) in Dubai in March/April 2014 and the 
ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in Busan in October/November 2014 endorsed resolutions that gave 
mandate to ITU to provide concentrated assistance to LLDCs every year. This assistance would help 
LLDCs to develop national broadband policies and to develop and improve their broadband 
infrastructure, develop capacity and acquire modern, affordable and secure access to ICTs. Ms. Purcell 
highlighted that ITU is also working to ensure that LLDCs have affordable access to fiber optic cables 
which would help provide ICT access to LLDCs which will help them achieve the SDGs. She noted that 
partnerships are very important for the work in ICT and that ITU continues to seek partnerships 
specifically to achieve the ITU objectives for LLDCs. 

The UN DESA representative, Ms Irena Zubcevic informed the meeting that DESA, as the secretariat of 
the OWG, the HLPF and the post-2015 agenda is trying to raise awareness of global processes and make 
sure that member states are aware of the important programmes for countries in special situations like 
the VPoA. The Department for Sustainable Development of DESA is also putting emphasis on countries 
in special situations as called for in the Rio+20 Conference Outcome Document. She informed the 
meeting that over the previous two days, DESA held an Expert Group Meeting on Chapter 6 of the 
Global Sustainable Development Report 2015 which focuses on countries in special situations; this is 
another example of drawing attention of Member States and others to the LLDC issues.  

The representative of IRU, Mr. Igor Rounov acknowledged the good cooperation with OHRLLS, including 
IRU’s role in the preparatory process for the LLDC Conference. In terms of implementation, he informed 
the meeting that IRU agreed to work together with OHRLLS in a number of specific areas, starting from 
transit policy issues and soft infrastructure to regional integration, improving connectedness, transport 
corridors and capacity building, with the aim of achieving significant results in linking LLDCs to global 
markets.  

Mr. Rounov mentioned that IRU is organizing a spring roundtable in New York on the theme of multi-
stakeholder solutions. He also noted that IRU will participate in the Livingstone meeting.  He highlighted 
that IRU is already working directly with governments and is committed to working closely with others in 
the spirit of partnerships. He highlighted that because of the increased global supply chains, it is crucial 
to work together on all modes of transport. He mentioned that the Global Partnership on Sustainable 
Transport, a multi-stakeholder platform uniting all modes of transport, as well as manufactures and 
producers of transport equipment, was soft-launched in September during the General Assembly.  

The representative of the OECD, Mr. Guillaume Delalande informed the meeting of how DAC is taking 
into account the specific agenda of LLDCs and priority 6 of the VPoA. He noted that on 15-16 December 
2014, the OECD DAC came to consensus on how to modernize the statistical framework on development 
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finance to developing countries, in what is the most important development in the last 50 year in terms 
of modernization of aid statistics.  He stressed that donors agreed to allocate more ODA to countries in 
special needs, that is those countries most in need, specifically mentioning the LLDCs as one of the 
groups. The DAC members also underscored the importance of complementary measures, such as 
incentivising more ODA and ensuring softer terms and conditions for finance, and the catalytic role of 
ODA. The OECD representative noted that this can be considered a concrete contribution to the 
integration of VPoA into the work of the DAC. He also noted that the DAC mandate from December 
2014 also included commitment to take more analytical work on which countries are most in need of 
ODA. He concluded by saying that OECD will work with OHRLLS and other agencies to support the LLDC 
specific needs.  

The representative of the World Bank, Mr. Marcus Bartley Johns, noted that the World Bank continues 
to work closely with OHRLLS. He informed the participants that meetings were held last month between 
the LLDC Bureau and World Bank senior representatives on how the World Bank can contribute to the 
implementation of the VPoA. He noted that around $2 billion a year in financial support is provided 
towards the priorities of LLDCs. He highlighted that trade facilitation is an area of high importance and 
that the World Bank has established a trust fund to mobilize resources for the implementation of the 
Trade Facilitation Agreement, with $3 million in contributions already. In addition, he mentioned that 40 
formal requests for support, many from LLDCs, have been received, therefore this will be an important 
area for continued work. On the roadmap, the World Bank representative noted that it will be reviewed 
internally and comments will be sent.  

The representative of UNDP, Ms. Luisa Bernal, said that UNDP is working closely with OHRLLS and that 
UNDP is fully committed to implementation of the VPoA. She noted that the UNDP 2014-2017 Strategic 
Plan takes a broad approach, which is in line with the holistic approach of the VPoA and the focus on 
regional integration and structural economic transformation. In terms of mainstreaming, she highlighted 
that UNDP is currently working with the UNDG to develop a strategy for mainstreaming the SDGs. This 
will be the main entry point for making connections with other frameworks, such as the VPoA (as well as 
IPoA and the Samoa pathway). She noted that the UNDP is committed to better integrating the three 
programmes, including VPoA, into this strategy and ensuring synergies with the SDGs.  

At the national level, Ms. Bernal said that UNDP is working with countries to implement the priorities of 
the SDGs into national development plans, again striving to ensure coherence with VPoA. She also noted 
that an inter-bureau working group on follow-up and implementation of the three programmes of 
action exists, which will also aim to raise awareness of the VPoA in UNDP country offices. In terms of the 
roadmap, she noted its comprehensive nature and said that UNDP will revert with additional comments.  

D. Briefing on the Financing for Development and Post-2015 development 
agenda processes  

Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox briefed the participants on the on-going inter-governmental negotiations on 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Financing for Development (FfD) processes. She noted 
that momentum in New York is building up in preparation for the FfD conference in Addis Ababa and the 
UN Summit in September where the Post-2015 agenda is expected to be adopted. She highlighted that a 
number of key events on the two processes had been organised this year.  
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In relation to the post-2015, she noted the following events: a stock-taking event; a meeting on the 
targets and indicators on the SDGs where was broad agreement was reached that the SDGs proposed by 
the Open Working Group on SDGs should not be renegotiated but that any additional work should focus 
on “technical proofing” of the targets; and a meeting on the post-2015 Declaration. For the FfD, she 
highlighted the following events: the first FfD drafting session of the preparatory committee; and 
regional consultations as part of the preparatory process for the FfD. She also informed the meeting that 
based on discussions that took place during the first FfD drafting session and submissions by negotiating 
parties, the two Co-facilitators (Norway and Guyana) prepared the zero draft of the Addis Ababa 
outcome document, which was circulated on 17 March 2015. She further highlighted that the second 
FfD drafting session was being held that week, from 13 to 17 April where delegations were expected to 
provide their views on the Zero Draft of the Outcome Document. 

Ms. Schroderus-Fox noted that based on the discussions in New York so far, the relation between the 
FfD process and the post-2015 development agenda was not yet entirely clear. As such, a joint session 
on the two processes was planned for 21 to 24 April.  The intention of the session was to build synergies 
and coherence between the two negotiation tracks. She highlighted that attention would be given to the 
need to ensure that the Addis Ababa outcome addresses all important aspects of the means of 
implementation for the SDGs. She stressed that both these processes were operating on a strict 
timeline. Regarding the Post-2015, there she noted that there was a strong call to finalise the new 
agenda so that the Heads of State and Government can adopt it during the forthcoming Summit in 
September. She also observed that there was a strong push to complete the FfD negotiations by June to 
allow for clean text to be taken to Addis Ababa.  
 
Ms. Schroderus-Fox underscored that following and contributing to these processes is high on the 
LLDCs’ agenda. She emphasised that at every opportunity, the Chair of the LLDC group, Zambia, 
highlights priorities to be integrated in the outcome documents and that OHRLLS has been supporting 
the LLDC group throughout this process. 
 
She reported that specific references to the LLDCs have been made in at least two Goals proposed by 
the Open Working Group for Sustainable Development Goals. These are: Goal 9 on building resilient 
infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization and fostering innovation and also 
Goal 10 on reducing inequality within and among countries. She further observed that although there 
are no explicit mention of the LLDCs under the other goals, some of those goals address the special 
needs of the LLDCs particularly Goal 1 on ending poverty in all its forms everywhere, and also Goal 17 on 
strengthening the means of implementation. She also highlighted that the draft declaration includes a 
paragraph on addressing the needs of countries in special situations, including the LLDCs. 
 
Ms. Schroderus-Fox also informed the IACG that in relation to the FfD process, the LLDC group actively 
participated in the first drafting session of the preparatory committee where the group emphasised the 
pertinent issues that they wanted included in the draft outcome document, based on the Vienna 
Programme of Action. While not all LLDC proposals were incorporated in the zero draft, others such as 
ICT infrastructure development and ODA were very much reflected.  
 
Ms. Schroderus-Fox also mentioned that during the second FfD drafting session the Chair of the LLDC 
group, Ambassador Dr. Mwaba Kasese-Bota presented the general views on the zero-draft and made a 
number of proposals where the text should be strengthened to ensure the priorities agreed upon in the 
Vienna Programme of Action were better reflected in the FfD outcome document.  
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Ms. Schroderus-Fox ended by emphasising that OHRLLS had been and would continue to provide 
support required by the LLDC group to ensure that the LLDC priorities as agreed upon in Vienna were 
fully reflected in the FfD outcome document and the SDGs. She highlighted that she hoped the two 
processes will focus on vulnerable countries, including LLDCs and also, aim to strengthen global 
partnerships.  
 
Mr. Acharya stressed that success of FfD will provide ambition for SDGs and that it is important that the 
document provides strong economic fundamentals and build resilience, especially for vulnerable 
countries. He noted that there is a lot of correlation between the VPoA and the SDGs. He further 
highlighted that the FfD is not a pledging conference as such, but rather, it is a framework. He stressed 
that it is important to get a right framework and to also get ODA commitment fulfilled. He noted that 
resources towards LLDCs have declining and that it was important to reverse this trend.  
 
Mr. Acharya highlighted that the FfD is trying to capture other sources of financing – investment, trade, 
technology, which re also crucially important. He also noted that energy access financing gap and 
infrastructure requirements, in particular in Africa, were too significant Hence, he emphasized that there 
was need for more than ODA, as well as non-ODA resources. He therefore stressed that dialogue in 
Addis should ensure there’s availability of all types of finance and that this is shared in a more equitable 
manner. 
 
Ms. Nara Luvsan of UNEP asked the following question: “to what extent have the LLDCs been involved 
in the FfD process?”. In response, Mr. Acharya underlined that Norway and Guyana had made extensive 
consultations with the groups. He highlighted that a universal agenda should have universality in its 
approach. He noted that not all the proposals by the groups had been included. He highlighted that 
infrastructure was a big issue and that there was need for a global infrastructure facility and stressed the 
need to prepare bankable projects, supported with a grant element.   
 
Mr. Mussie Delelegn, the representative of UNCTAD expressed concern over the apparent shift in 
terms of source of financing from public to private. He also highlighted that concerns over ODA in the 
zero draft include principles related to aid effectiveness and accountability. Mr. Acharya ended by 
underscoring that ODA should have the four principles of quality, quantity, effectiveness and 
concessionality. 
  

E. Briefing on the upcoming meeting on follow-up to the Second UN 
Conference on LLDCs to be held in Zambia 

H.E. Ms. Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota, Permanent Representative of Zambia in New York, Chair of the 
LLDC Group, briefed the IACG via video link from New York. She noted that she was pleased and 
honoured to briefly speak to the meeting on how important the VPoA is to the LLDCs and the need to 
ensure its successful implementation and integration into key development processes. She thanked the 
OHRLLS team for the efforts and support to the group.   

Ambassador Kasese-Bota indicated that the successful implementation of the VPoA requires consented 
effort and stronger response of the UN system, specialized agencies and international organisations that 
have a critical role in supporting the LLDCs in addressing the special needs and challenges of 
landlockedness. She underscored the inherent challenge faced by LLDCs, which is the lack direct access 
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to the sea leading to marginalization from major transportation and services networks. She highlighted 
that these challenges reduce the competitiveness of domestic economic operators LLDCs, leading to an 
overall economic performance that has been consistently worse than of neighbours when measured by 
GDP, foreign direct investment inflows and merchandise imports and exports.  
 
The Ambassador commended the UN membership and the international community at large, for 
adopting a forward-looking Vienna Programme of Action for the 2014-2024 decade. She highlighted the 
six priority of the VPoA. She stressed that the new programme is holistic and results-oriented with 
specific goals and time-bound results-oriented objectives that seek to achieve rapid, inclusive and 
sustained economic growth along with poverty reduction. She noted that the VPoA proposes, among 
others, genuine partnerships involving LLDCs, transit developing countries and their development 
partners, including multilateral institutions such as the UN system including Regional Economic 
Commissions.  
 
She expressed concern over the limited capacity in OHRLLS given the broadened agenda for the LLDCs. 
She underscored that it would be important to increase the capacity levels of the office in order to 
provide adequate support in the implementation of the comprehensive VPoA. 
 
She underscored that as the global community focuses on the next development agenda, the VPoA is 
important basis upon which LLDCs are promoting their interests in the final negotiations, including the 
ongoing intergovernmental negotiations on the FfD Conference to take place in Addis Ababa in July, 
2015. She emphasized that the LLDCs’ view is that the different and relevant actions and objectives of 
the six priority areas of the VPoA need to be reflected in the new global development agenda. 
  
With respect to the FfD, she highlighted that they were discussing within the ongoing negotiations on 
how best to incorporate the context of the means of implementation of the VPoA. She stressed that the 
success of the VPoA would depend on both the development of new sources as well as the 
strengthening of existing sources of financing and partnerships. She further highlighted that the 
implementation of the VPoA would require inclusive partnerships at all levels: global, regional, national 
and local.  
 
In relation to the Livingstone meeting, which will be held in Livingstone, Zambia from 2nd to 4th June 
2015, Ambassador Kasese-Bota stressed that the meeting presents an opportunity for a strategic outline 
of the way forward in implementing the VPoA. She also highlighted that further elaboration is needed 
on concrete measures and a roadmap for the implementation of the VPoA in order to guide the LLDCs, 
transit developing countries and their development partners as well as other stakeholders on a path of a 
coordinated and effective implementation of the conference outcome.  
 
She informed the IACG that a draft programme was ready and that invitation letters had been sent to 
Member States as well as partners. She invited everyone to participate in this important meeting. She 
highlighted that Livingstone is the tourist capital of Zambia and home to the Victoria Falls.  
 

F. Consultations on indicators for monitoring the implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action  

Presentation of possible indicators for monitoring the implementation of VPoA 
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Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Policy Development, Coordination, Monitoring and Reporting 
Service at UN OHRLLS presented the proposed indicators. He underscored that in coming up with the list 
of indicators, a desk review was conducted on availability of data from various international 
organisations. He also informed the group that OHRLLS relied on indicators that could provide relevant 
and clear measures of the overarching objective, specific goals and actions from well-established 
sources. He noted that the initial list had around 200 indicators but this has now been narrowed down 
to 90 quantitative and 11 qualitative indicators.  

Mr. Erdenebileg then summarized the indicators in each priority and also highlighted the proposed 
indicators for the overarching goal. He stressed that some of the challenges during this process include 
the following: a few indicators are based on global frameworks such as the MDGs, which may be 
discontinued; some on the SDGs proposal which is still under consideration; and some indicators are 
collected on a sporadic basis such as the CIF/FOB data. He also expressed concern over discontinued 
indicators in the World Development Indicators, such as those related to roads.  

He ended the presentation by proposing that an informal ad hoc group on indicators be set up to 
facilitate continued discussion and finalization of the proposed indicators. He also emphasized that key 
indicators will be used for the SGs’ report. Mr. Erdenebileg called upon all agencies to provide more 
inputs and comments, after which the list of indicators will be further revised.  

Discussions and comments from agencies on indicators in their respective areas of work 

Mr. Acharya noted that indicators will critically help with the monitoring process. He also highlighted 
quality of data and availability is important but that the indicators must be representative. He 
underscored that limiting the number of indicators will be useful but should be responsive to all 
priorities. He also highlighted that analysis of the indicators is important. Mr. Acharya stresses that 
feedback was needed from the respective agencies in their areas of work.   
 

The representative of ECE, Mr. Miroslav N. Jovanovic asked whether and how the office intended to 
prepare a questionnaire to collect qualitative data. He noted that based on his experience, it is difficult 
to change the questionnaire over time.  He asked whether it would be centralized in New York, noting 
that due to the need for consistency and comparability, it is best to have the process centralised. He also 
asked how the data on road corridor would be collected, noting that it may be better to have input from 
other organisations. He wondered how the office planned to organize the collecting of indicators data, 
monitoring and updating as it is a full time job.  
 
The representative of ITC, Mr. Francesco Geoffroy confirmed that ITC would continue working on 
providing inputs on the indicators. In relation to the ITC data, he underscored that ITC can provide the 
data referred to in the proposed list of indicators. Furthermore, Mr. Geoffroy made the following 
suggestions: the need for linkages between VPoA and Post-2015 development agenda and 
harmonization with the SDG monitoring; the need to include an indicator on the role of SMEs; the need 
for the VPoA indicators to undergo the same technical review applied to the SDG indicators, that is, the 
indicators should be should be “smart” - specific, measurable and attainable, realistic and time-bound. 
He promised to share an informal working document on indicators with OHRLLS.  
 
Mr. Toshihiko Osawa representing WCO said that WCO had experience on performance measurement. 
Based on their experience, they had developed 20 indicators, which they thought was an optimal 
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number and easier to manage. He underscored that he was happy to share WCOs’ information on the 
methodologies and clear objectives of the indicators later. He also suggested that it was ideal to 
mention average time of procedures in priority 1 or 3 as well.   
 
Mr. Mussie Delelegn of UNCTAD noted that availability of data and statistical information is problematic 
as sometimes data is not comprehensive or consistent. He also pointed out that indicators will go 
through a natural attrition process. He noted that most of the indicators identified for UNCTAD to 
contribute won’t be complicated to collect. He suggested that instead of focusing on FDI, it may be 
better to look at fixed capital formation and investment across borders. He suggested that perception 
based indicators may also be used. While noting that using composite index may be subjective and 
controversial, he highlighted that UNCTAD is embarking on developing productive capacity indices for 
LLDCs as was done for LDCs. This will be a composite index, on nature of productive capacities and 
structural transformation.  
 
Mr. Vincent Valentine, also a representative from UNCTAD commented on port dwell time, noting that 
it should be ‘cargo dwell time’. He mentioned that UNCTAD has been trying to collect statistics from 
port authorities but noted that ports have no need to share this information. He underscored that there 
needs to be a top-down approach and recommended that OHRLLS should suggest to governments that 
this information should be made public. He further highlighted that UNCTAD is home to Asycuda, which 
has access to data on when cargo arrives and when it is cleared, which could be used as proxy for dwell 
time. However, UNCTAD cannot gather this data from Asycuda as the data belongs to Member States.  
The representative of UNIDO, Mr. Bashir Conde noted that for priority 5 of the VPoA, UNIDO has very 
unique database on manufacturing statistics. In relation to measuring industrial performance, they have 
an index on competitive industrial performance, however, he noted that coverage of data is not very 
good. He also shared that UNIDO is currently developing indicators for economies dependent on natural 
resources such as Mongolia and Lesotho.  
 

Ms. Maria Martinho, a representative of UN DESA stressed that there was need to harmonise the VPoA 
indicators with SDGs. On qualitative indicators, she asked whether OHRLLS would be responsible for 
collecting these indicators. She also observed that the number of indicators was too large and that it 
might be useful to select some core indicators from the 90 proposed indicators. She suggested that the 
streamlining could be based on the data availability and those indicators not collected by others.  
 

Mr. Tama R. Lisinge, a representative of ECA noted that ECA is currently working on developing the 
regional integration index, as per mandate given to ECA and AEC to develop this index. He noted that a 
lot of work has been done on this and that this could be related to not only priority 4 but also priorities 1 
and 2. He underscored that work on trade integration, political economy and regional infrastructure is 
on-going. He highlighted that all this work would be published in a report on regional integration. He 
suggested that there should be a link between OHRLLS and the ECA team working on regional 
integration so that there is consistency.  
 
Mr. Marcus Bartley Johns of the World Bank suggested that for priority 1 and 3, it may be best to use 
the LPI components rather than the composite index.  
 
Mr. Miroslav N. Jovanovic of UN ECE shared UN ECE experience with monitoring where they initially 
had 30 indicators but found that reducing the number was not possible. He suggested that in the annual 
report, around 20 VPoA indicators may be included and the rest can be included in the annex. Regarding 
the speed (with/without delays), he noted that it may be useful to be in touch with NGOs that may have 
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this information. For data on railways, he suggested that UIC and OSZD may have some information, as 
well as possibly IRU. He reiterated that collection of data must be centralized. 
 
The representative of OECD, Mr. Guillaume Delalande suggested that in relation to the number of 
indicators, one of the dimensions that could be applied for streamlining could be the actual impact on 
policy change. He informed the group that OECD was developing a new wasy for measuring of ODA, as 
he explained in the morning session. He suggested that an indicator on the share of ODA towards 
economic infrastructure should be included as this information is available at the OECD. He also 
suggested adding data on the role of the private sector, specifically, how much of private sector 
financing is being mobilized via the catalytic role of ODA.  
 
In response to the comments and questions, Mr. Erdenebileg started by expressing gratitude to the 
participants for their comments. He emphasized that OHRLLS would not be collecting any data but 
rather the intention was to tailor data from available sources. He highlighted that this data would be 
updated and posted on the OHRLLS website. He also stressed that a report on indicators would be 
prepared including an annex with statistics on various indicators. He noted that some of the statistics 
e.g. travel time is very difficult to monitor due to unavailable data, but mentioned that available 
anecdotal evidence would be used. He also stressed that data from other partners as advised by ECE 
would be used.  
 
Mr. Erdenebileg acknowledged that there should be coherence and harmonisation between SDGs and 
the LLDC indicators. In response to the WCO, he noted that OHRLLS would be happy to see their 
indicators and if possible, use them. He also highlighted that fixed capital formation indicator would be 
used. He also took note of the challenge faced with accessing ‘cargo dwell time’ information in Asycuda. 
He emphasized that when indicators are presented to Member States, there would be an indication of 
lack of information and reluctance/inability by Member States to share this data. He also suggested that 
there may be a General Assembly resolution on implementation of these indicators and that the General 
Assembly may call upon Member States to share the necessary data. He also took note of the index to 
assess industrial performance. In relation to the core indicators, Mr. Erdenebileg noted that the SG 
report only includes a few indicators that are relevant. In recognition of ECA’s intervention, he 
emphasized that if regional commissions develop an index to measure regional integration, OHRLLS 
would be happy to use it. He also highlighted that the advice to use more disaggregated data on LPI had 
been noted, but sometimes simple indicators are easier to understand. He also took note of the new 
innovative approach to measure ODA statistics by OECD. He emphasized that OHRLLS will share the 
finalized list of indicators, stressing that the indicators presented today were preliminary and thanked 
everyone for their comments and suggestions while urging those who have not done so to submit their 
comments by email.  

G. Way forward and conclusion 

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Acharya thanked everyone for participating in the IACG meeting. He 
highlighted that the discussions were rich, extensive and useful. He noted that there was a lot of 
understanding and commitment to support the LLDCs, which was a true reflection on realities and 
challenges faced by this group of countries. He emphasized that LLDCs depended on international 
community for advocacy and for technical support. He stressed that it is critical that support is provided 
to those who need it and that there are various layers of engagement and analysis. He highlighted that 
the roadmap was discussed in the morning and he hoped there would be continuous support from 
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agencies in implementing the VPoA. He thanked everyone for very specific comments on the indicators 
and urged those who have not done so to submit written comments by email.   
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Ms. Maria Martinho, Division for Sustainable Development, Tel: 212-963-4947, Email: martinho@un.org 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
Guillaume Delalande, Policy Analyst, DCD/SDF, Development Architecture and Global Governance, 2, rue 
André Pascal - 75775 Paris Cedex 16, Tel: +33 1 45 24 94 72, Email: guillaume.delalande@oecd.org 
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United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
Mussie Delelegn Arega, Division on Africa, LDCs and Special Programmes, Palais des Nations, 8-14 
Avenue de la Paix 1211 Geneva, Phone: + 41 22 917 50 38, Email: mussie.delelegn@unctad.org  

Mr. Poul Hansen, Division on Technology and Logistics, Tel: 41 22 917 3258 Email: 
poul.hansen@unctad.org  

Mr. Vincent Valentine, OIC, Transport Section, Trade Logistics Branch, Division on Technology and 
Logistics, Tel: 41 22 917 2041, Fax: 41 22 917 0050, Email: vincent.valentine@unctad.org 

Ben McCarthy, Division for Africa, LDCs and Special Programmes, Tel: +41 229175049, E-mail: 
benjamin.mccarthy@unctad.org  

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
Ms. Luisa Bernal, Policy Specialist, Trade and Human Development Unit, Plais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 
10, Tel: 41 22 917 8551; Fax: 41 22 917 8001; Email: luisa.bernal@undp.org  

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Ms. Nara Luvsan, Senior Regional Adviser, regional office for Europe, Email: Nara.luvsan@unep.org  

United National Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
Mr. Bashir Conde, Programme Officer, Africa Programme and LDC Coordination, UNIDO, Vienna, Austria, 
email: B.Conde@unido.org  

World Bank 
Mr. Marcus Bartley Johns, Trade and Competitiveness Specialist - Geneva Office, Tel: +41 22 748 1024, 
Email: mbartleyjohns@worldbank.org  

World Customs Organization (WCO) 
Mr. Toshihiko Osawa, Technical Officer, Compliance and Facilitation Directorate, Tel: +32 (0) 2209 9657, 
E-mail: toshihiko.osawa@wcoomd.org  

World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, Director, Development Division, Rue de Lausanne 154, CH-1211 Geneva 21, 
Email: Shishir.Priyadarshi@wto.org  

Mr. Raul Torres, Counselor, Development Division, Rue de Lausanne 154, CH-1211 Geneva 21, Tel: 41 22 
7395819; Fax: 41 22 7396635; Email: raul.torres@wto.org.  

Paraguay  
H.E. Ambassador Juan Esteban Aguirre Martinez, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the United 
Nations in Geneva, and LLDC Group Coordinator on Trade and Development  

Mr. Marcial Espinola, Second Secretary Permanent Mission of Paraguay in Geneva, Email: 
mespinola@misionparaguay.ch 

Zambia 
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H.E. Ms. Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota, Permanent Representative of Zambia in New York, Chair of the 
LLDC Group 

Ms. Theresa Chanda, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Zambia to the United Nations. Email: 
theresachanda01@gmail.com 

UN-OHRLLS Secretariat 
Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, 
UN-OHRLLS, Room S-3266, United Nations Secretariat, 405 East 42nd Street, NY, NY, 10017, Tel:  (212) 
963-0767, Fax: (917) 367-0556, Email: acharyag@un.org 

Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS, United Nations Secretariat, 405 East 42nd Street, Room 
S-3257, New York, NY 10017, USA, Tel: 212-963-0932, fax: 917-367-3415, E-mail: schroderus-fox@un.org 

Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Policy Development, Coordination, Monitoring and Reporting 
Service, UN OHRLLS, United Nations Secretariat, 405 East 42nd Street, Room S-3252, New York, NY 
10017, USA Tel:  212 963 7703, Fax:  917 367 3415, E-mail: erdenebileg@un.org 

Ms. Dagmar Hertova, Economic Affairs Officer, United Nations Secretariat, 405 East 42nd Street, Room S-
3254, New York, NY 10017, Tel: 212-963-5439, Email: hertova@un.org 

Ms. Miniva Chibuye, Programme Officer,  United Nations Secretariat, 405 East 42nd Street, Room S-3254, 
New York, NY 10017, Tel: 917-367-3769, Email: chibuye@un.org 
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Annex II: Agenda 

Inter-Agency Consultative Group Meeting  

on the Follow-up and Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for 

LLDCs 

15 April 2015 

Room VIII, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Agenda 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Opening session  

- Opening statement by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-General 

and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) 

- Remarks by LLDC Group Coordinator on Trade and Development, H.E. Mr. 

Juan Esteban Aguirre, Permanent Representative of Paraguay in Geneva  

10:30 – 13:00 Consultations on the way forward for the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action   

- Introduction to the Vienna Programme of Action by Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, 

Director, UN-OHRLLS 

- Presentation of the draft roadmap for the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action, including its mainstreaming, by Mr. Sandagdorj 

Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS 

- Comments and presentations from agencies on the roadmap and their efforts to 

mainstream the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action into their 

programmes of work (UN Regional Commissions, UNCTAD, UNDP, WCO, 

Wold Bank, WTO, ITC, IRU, …)  

13:00 – 15:00          Lunch break 

15:00 – 15:30 Briefing on the Financing for Development and Post-2015 development agenda 

processes  

- Briefing by Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director, UN-OHRLLS 

 

15:30 – 16:00 Briefing on the upcoming meeting on follow-up to the Second UN Conference 

on LLDCs to be held in Zambia 

- Briefing by LLDC Group Chair, H.E. Ms. Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota, 

Permanent Representative of Zambia in New York on the High-Level Meeting 

on the Follow-up to the Second United Nations Conference on LLDCs 

- Exchange of views 

16:00 – 17:30          Consultations on indicators for monitoring the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action  
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- Presentation on possible indicators for monitoring the implementation of VPoA 

by Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, UN-OHRLLS 

- Presentations and comments from agencies on indicators in their respective 

areas of work (UN DESA/UNSD, UNCTAD, OECD, Wold Bank, WTO, UN 

Regional Commissions, ITC, ITU, …) 

 

17:30 – 18:00 Way forward and conclusion 

- Summary of discussions and recommendations on way forward 

- Concluding remarks by Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-General 

and High Representative, UN-OHRLLS  

 

 


