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1. Rationale for graduation support

• Most graduated countries continue to be vulnerable to 
economic, environmental and social shocks

• Risk that removal of international support measures (ISMs) 
can have a negative impact

• Continuity of targeted national policies and international 
support for structural transformation and building productive 
capacities

• Smooth transition strategies play a key role



DPOA sets target to 
enable 15 additional 
LDCs to meet the criteria 
for graduation by 2031. 

DPOA calls for an 
incentive-based 
international support 
facility to ensure 
sustainable and 
irreversible graduation.

DPOA welcomes iGRAD - a 
collaborative initiative by 
OHRLLS, as Chair of the 
IATF on LDC Graduation, 
and UN-DESA.

2. iGRAD - Background and Context

Graduation should not be an exit from support — it should be an entry into a new phase of 

partnership and opportunity
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3. DPOA 5 Key Deliverables
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Key Partners

OHRLLS                              UN Tech Bank
UNRCOs & UNCTs             WIPO

DESA/CDP                          ECA
ESCAP                                 UNCTAD
UNDP                                   UNIDO

UNCDF                                 ILO
UNDRR                                 EIF
WIPO                                    ITC

UNFCCC

Non-UN partners: IFIs, OECD, etc

Bi-lateral partners

4. PILOT COUNTRIES



5. iGRAD Dedicated Support Areas – recent examples 

Support for STS Preparation
Senegal, Cambodia

Implementation of STS
(Capacity-building & Resource 
Mobilization) Solomon Islands

Graduation Readiness 
Assessment

      Lao PDR, Bangladesh, Nepal

Post-Graduation Support
      São Tomé and Príncipe
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6. Concessional finance and debt-related 
measures:

New smooth transition measures may include:

• Gradual transition from concessional to non-concessional lending windows

• Continued eligibility for selected concessional financing mechanisms

• Targeted support from Multilateral Development Banks

• Debt sustainability support

• Credit rating assistance and risk mitigation instruments, including 
guarantees and insurance mechanisms such as those associated with 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
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7. Development cooperation and ODA support

Measures may include:

• Avoiding abrupt reductions in Official Development Assistance (ODA)

• Multi-year transition compacts with development partners

• Continued technical cooperation

• Targeted capacity-building support

• South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives
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8. Climate and vulnerability-related support

Smooth transition measures may include:

• Support for adaptation and bankable project preparation

• Support for strengthening early warning systems

• Support securing investments for adaptation and disaster risk reduction

• Continued access to LDC-specific capacity building

• Vulnerability-based financing approaches beyond income criteria



9. The way forward ….

• Sustainable and irreversible graduation

• Effective post-graduation support

• With continuity, predictability, and tailored support

• Full operationalization of iGRAD, thanks to 
Government of Qatar and QFFD
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Thank you!

   https://www.un.org/ohrlls/dpoa-mtr
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