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Chair, 

Colleagues,  

 

At the outset I’d like to thank the Acting High Representative Madame Heidi Schroderus-Fox and 

her team for organizing this meeting and for the leadership and dedication in addressing the 

needs of LLDCs and keeping their priorities high across the UN agenda. Armenia reiterates full 

support to the UN OHRLLS in advancing the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.  

 

This meeting provides an excellent opportunity to take stock of the progress and challenges in 

the implementation of the collective commitments under the Vienna Programme of Action and 

discuss the ways in which the national focal points can contribute to its accelerated 

implementation. Eight years into its adoption, the VPOA stands as a blueprint for cooperation 

between the LLDCs, transit countries and development partners, in promoting integration of the 

landlocked countries into global markets and ensuring their economic growth. As we are 

approaching the last two years of the VPoA we look forward to actively engage in this Network’s 

work.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Armenia is a long-standing advocate of promoting inclusive and equitable regional and cross-

border connectivity. Efficient cooperation between the landlocked and transit countries and 

unblocking of all regional transport communications is key to remove political barriers for the 

free movement of people, goods and services. It is with that understanding that Armenia 

elaborated its National Action Plan for the implementation of the VPoA in 2015 - a 

comprehensive set of actions and measures, with strict timetable for implementation, aimed at 

integrating the six priority targets of the Programme into the national policies and strategies and, 

thus, contributing to the implementation of the programme at the national and regional levels.  

 

Last year, Armenia decided to revise its National Action Plan to align it with the Government’s 

new Strategy and pressing needs of our country. As we speak, the revised draft of the national 

Action plan is being finalized by relevant institutions.  



 

Colleagues, 

 

The year 2020 became a huge shock for the international community as the world has faced an 

unprecedented socio-economic crisis caused by COVID-19 pandemic. Armenia couldn’t stay 

untouched by the devastating consequences of the crisis.  Moreover, the 44-day war in the midst 

of pandemic, drastically exacerbated the socio-economic crisis in the country and stressed the 

importance of revisiting some aspects of the Government’s trade and transport policies to align 

them with the pressing needs and challenges of the country.  

 

Given the renewed challenges facing us following the twin shocks of 2020, Armenia with the 

support of its international partners has initiated a series of ambitious initiatives aimed at 

improving soft and hard trade and transport infrastructure.  

 

Strenuous efforts are being made to upgrade republican roads, in recognition of the need for 

regional and international connectivity. As we speak, a considerable part of the entire interstate 

road network in Armenia is currently under construction/renovation. One crucial example is this 

regard is the construction of the North-South highway – a high-priority strategic programme for 

Armenia which will not only ensure easier traffic from the North to the South of Armenia, thus 

providing serious development opportunities for all communities of the country, but will also 

significantly contribute to the improvement of Europe-Caucasus-Asia Road communication, by 

becoming an important transit hub at the intersection of West Asia and East Europe. 

 

Colleagues, 

 

It is our belief, that the implementation of VPoA should be seen in a larger context of the 

realization of the 2030 Agenda as well as its interlinkage with other strategic framework 

documents, such as the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Paris Agreement and the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Given its cross-cutting nature, the VPoA is able to 

contribute to the achievement of nearly all SDGs.  

 

With this understanding, Armenia is currently finalizing the trade and transport facilitation 

strategy until the year 2040 - a comprehensive guideline document aimed at unblocking the 

trade, transport and transit potential of Armenia, by shaping the ways to address systematic 

challenges in all relevant aspects – from Road Safety improvement to reduction of greenhouse 

gases.   

 

Colleagues, 



 

The United Nations Development System has a unique set of capacities, expertise, partnering 

networks to help LLDCs to enable full utilization of their trade, transport and transit potential. In 

this vein we attach importance of the more proactive role of UN Agencies, including through the 

Resident Coordinators offices in mobilizing all stakeholders to help LLDCs Governments to 

address the challenges caused by LLDCs’ systematic vulnerabilities and structural constraints. Let 

me take this opportunity to commend once again National Focal Points Network initiative, which 

we believe is an good contribution to ensuring a better coordination between UNOHRLLS and 

LLDCs Governments.  

 

In conclusion, Armenia remains fully committed to effective multilateral cooperation at the 

regional and international levels in support of the priorities of the Vienna Programme of Action 

and the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPOA. We look forward to working with 

all our partners to achieve progress in these critical times. 

 

I thank you. 


