
 
 

 
 

Programme of Virtual Meeting of National Focal Points of LDCs in Africa 
On Response to COVID-19 and Way Forward  

 
 11 June 2020 

 
9:00 am - 11:30 am New York Time 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the extreme vulnerability of LDCs. LDCs are facing an 
unprecedent challenge in coping with the multifaceted impact of a global health crisis while 
struggling to stay on track of sustainable development. Without swift and enhanced global 
assistance, development trajectory of LDCs will be reversed. This global pandemic also came at 
a time when LDCs together with development partners and the UN system are designing the next 
programme of action for the remaining 10 years of the 2030 Agenda. This virtual meeting of 
National Focal Points (NFPs) of LDCs provides an opportunity for NFPs to share effective 
initiatives, policies and measures, pinpoint setbacks particularly short and long-term socio-
economic impacts of the pandemic on the implementation of the IPoA and SDGs. It will also  
discuss  impediments to recovery, much-needed international support, and identify opportunities 
to advance sustainable development in LDCs.  Relevant UN agencies as well as UN Resident 
Coordinators or their representatives are invited to share their perspectives.   
 
09:00 Introduction by Ms. Fekitamoeloa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and 

High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS  
 

09:05- 10:30 Sharing of national initiatives and experiences and development challenges in 
response to COVID-19  
 
(This section aims to identify good practices in addressing the pandemic and 
short and long-term socio-economic impacts of COVID 19 on sustainable 
development in LDCs. The National Focal Points will share national 
experiences in how public health system in LDCs has responded to the 
pandemic, including adaptive measures, institutional arrangement, and 
building capacity to test, trace and isolate. In light of pre-existing challenges, 
such as limited fiscal space, rising debt, climate change, what has worked and 
why? What social protection measures have been taken to protect the 
livelihoods of people, particularly the vulnerable population, informal workers 
and migrants? What measures have been taken to keep business afloat? What 
are the short and long-term socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 on achieving 
goals and targets of the IPoA and staying on track of sustainable development? 
What recovery plans have been designed? What are the inadequacies and 
constraints in enhancing resilience and achieving a strong recovery?) 
 
 



10:30-10:50  Interventions by the UN system  
 
(In this section, relevant UN agencies will share and update initiatives and 
support packages that the UN system has delivered to help LDCs cope with the 
pandemic. They will also provide global, regional and national perspectives on 
the multifaceted impacts that COVID-19 has inflicted upon LDCs. The UNCT 
will shed light on the enhanced role of the UN Resident Coordinator in the 
delivery of support at the country level. What are the shortfalls and lessons 
learned and good practices in enhancing coordinated, coherent UN system wide 
support to LDCs in response to the pandemic? How synergies can be built 
among UN-OHRLLS, UNCT and the National Focal Points to achieve SDGs 
and targets and goals of the next programme of action for LDCs?)  
 

1. Mr. Raymond Gilpin, Africa Chief Economist, UNDP  
2. Representatives of UN Resident Coordinators 

 
10:50-11:00 Update by Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director on UN-OHRLLS on 

programme of work and preparations for UNLDC5  
 
(In this section, UN-OHRLLS will update the National Focal Points on latest 
programme of work on LDCs in the evolving pandemic situation and 
adjustments to preparations for UNLDC5.) 
 

11:00-11:25 Q &A and discussion 
 
(In this section, the National Focal Points and the UN system will engage in 
discussions on global support measures for LDCs and how to build a stronger 
partnership at a time of global public health crisis. Deliberations will also touch 
upon how LDCs could seize the opportunities that the pandemic has presented 
to recalibrate development goals and redesign national development 
frameworks so as to fast-track sustainable development.) 
 

11:25-11:30 Closing by USG ‘Utoikamanu 
 
 

 


