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Ø Director of ceremonies, 

Ø Representative of the United Nations Office of the High 

Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States (OHRLLS); 

Ø Representative of the Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of Botswana to the United Nations; 

Ø Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA); 

Ø Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Latin America (ECLAC) 

Ø Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE) 

Ø Representative of the African Development Bank 

Ø Distinguished Guests and Participants;  

Ø Ladies And Gentlemen;  

 

Allow me to say all protocol is observed 



1. Thank you very  much for inviting me to officiate at this event, an 

occasion to mark the start of a training workshop on strengthening 

capacity to develop bankable transport infrastructure projects for 

enhanced connectivity. 

2. Let me thank the United Nations Office of the High Representative 

for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 

Countries and Small Island Developing States (OHRLLS) for 

trusting the Republic of Botswana to jointly organise this 

workshop. I further acknowledge the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Development Bank, the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) for their 

cooperation in ensuring the success of this training workshop. This 

training workshop has been made possible through a fund from 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Sub-Fund of the United 

Nations Peace and Development Trust Fund. 

3. Director of Ceremonies, let me now indicate that the transport 

sector plays a fundamental role in improving access to economic 

opportunities and social services by bridging both the travelling 

distances and the communication links across our countries and 

beyond. It is therefore essential that appropriate infrastructure is 

developed to facilitate our economies. 



4. This training on strengthening capacity to develop bankable 

transport infrastructure projects for enhanced connectivity comes 

at the right time because transport connectivity is crucial for the 

achievement of the SDG’s in the Least Landlocked Developing 

Communities (LLDCs), who because of their geographical locations 

require an efficient transit transport system in order to effectively 

participate in global trade. Landlocked countries such as Botswana 

need proper transport connectivity in the form of both the physical 

and soft infrastructure which entails development of policies and 

regulatory frameworks to drive the planning of transport systems 

that meet the needs of our countries. 

5. Director of ceremonies, for our countries to have these proper 

infrastructure, we need to develop capacities of our people to 

enable them to design policies to build hard and soft infrastructure 

that is key to improve connectivity to regional and global markets. 

6. As landlocked countries, we are in short of resources to develop 

infrastructure without the involvement of financial institutions 

hence the need to develop bankable transport infrastructure 

projects that meet the expectations of the investors. 

7. Director of ceremonies, I have been made aware that this training 

comes as a result of recommendations from the Midterm Review 



(MTR) of the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 

for LLDCs for the Decade 2014 – 2024 that extensively analysed 

transport connectivity for LLDCs. The review noted that although 

there are progress made towards expanding and upgrading of rail, 

road, ports, air transport and inland waterways and some missing 

links had been closed. However, the progress is not sufficient as 

limited transport connectivity of LLDCs remains one of the main 

obstacles to their enhanced trade integration. The review 

emphasized the need for improved transport infrastructure in both 

quality and quantity. 

8. Director of Ceremonies, the MTR also noted that some regions 

with LLDCs had experienced poor progress in implementing 

infrastructure projects due to challenges such as; lack of bankable 

projects, limited capacity at national level to coordinate and guide 

the implementation of projects with various partners, limited 

funding for infrastructure; to mention a few.   

9. It is upon these that the objective of this training is to enhance the 

capacity of policy-makers from LLDCs and transit countries and 

equip them with knowledge and skills required on preparing viable 

or bankable projects to expand or upgrade their transport 

infrastructure; better understanding of the requirements of banks 



and donors, available funding opportunities, developing supportive 

regulatory frameworks and enable environments to attract more 

infrastructure financing; and on use of the public-private 

partnerships to develop transport infrastructure. 

10. We appreciate the objectives of this training, which are very 

relevant to our situation in Botswana, as we are currently engaged 

in a number of transport infrastructure projects which are of high 

investment value, but we lack some skills to efficiently implement 

these projects. Further as a country, we are desirous to connect 

Botswana to her neighbours through rail, however we lack the 

resources and expertise to realise these projects, which we would 

like to develop through PPP. 

11. Director of ceremonies, distinguished guests and 

participants, I would like to end my remarks by wishing you a 

fruitful workshop with the expected outcomes of: enhanced skills 

of policy-makers required to develop bankable projects for 

transport infrastructure and last but not least, policy 

recommendations to promote transport connectivity of LLDCs and 

transit countries.  

 

I thank you. 



 


