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Three key trends in the recognition of qualifications

Regional and global 
conventions on the 

recognition of higher 
education qualifications

Development of 
National Qualifications 

Frameworks (NQF)

Expansion of digital 
representation tools (portfolios, 

passports, passes, etc.)
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A global ecosystem of qualifications recognition

Promoting inclusion, access and trust in 
higher education by supporting:

❑ Academic mobility

❑ Quality assurance

❑ Fair and transparent procedures for 
qualifications recognition

❑ Provisions for the recognition of prior 
learning (RPL) and partial qualifications



38 States Parties
have ratified the Global Recognition Convention.
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1.6+ million (30%)
of the world’s 6.4 million mobile students 
are hosted by the States Parties

UNESCO’s Global Recognition Convention



A global ecosystem of qualifications frameworks

UNESCO encourages the development of National Qualification Frameworks

❑ Currently over 100 countries have NQFs, many of 
which are regionally benchmarked 

❑ NQFs typically orient around learning outcomes 
and specify learning levels and qualifications



Tensions between the twin transitionsA rapidly evolving credentials landscape

Badges

Digital proof of 
specific skills or 
achievements

Micro-
credentials

A record of 
focused learning 

achievement

Comprehensive 
records of 

competencies across 
multiple domains

Skills PassportsLearner
Records

Qualifications

A formal expression of 
the knowledge, skills, 
and competencies a 
learner has acquired 
typically through a 

course of study

Lifelong, 
verifiable 

documentation 
of learning 

experiences
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