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EARLY PREPAREDNESS AND INTERVENTIONS 

With over 1,900 islands and about 450,000 population, Maldives has always battled with its fair share of social, economic and 
climate vulnerabilities for decades. COVID19 proved to have compounded and added to these tribulations.

 Health emergency preparedness began as early as December 2019. 

 National Emergency Operation Center (NEOC), over seen by the President and cabinet was established, coordinating 
and monitoring daily operations

 State of Public Health Emergency declared in March upon discovery of 7 positive COVID-19 cases in the capital city of 
Male’, 

 the densely populated city where nearly where nearly 40% of the population resided was put under lockdown
 including stay-at-home orders in capital Male’, 
 ban on inter-island transport 
 Ban public gatherings across the country
 a nationwide closing of government offices, schools, colleges and universities. 
 Focus was also given to a nationwide awareness campaign and timely provision of information to media via regular 

press conferences. 
 correspondingly, the country’s borders were closed in late March.

 testing, tracing and isolation and treatment of positive cases all free of charge for residents and non residents alike. 

 Extensive contact tracing and quarantine of contacts prevented an exponential rise in the number of cases.

 Resources were re-allocated from non-priority capital projects towards combating the health Pandemic and government 
spending was reduced.



NOT ONLY A HEALTH CATASTROPHE, BUT AN ECONOMIC 
CATASTROPHE

Tourism being the bread and butter of Maldives, the country is among the worst 
affected globally during the crisis, which saw impacts on global travel as well as strict 
containment measures put in place locally: the Maldives tourism industry completely 
closed for three months until July 2020 - a move unprecedented in the country’s history.

 Our GDP has contracted by about 13%, and our fiscal deficit increased by 14.5% 
relative to GDP.

 tourism directly and indirectly accounts for two-thirds of the country's GDP.

 45,000 employees lost their jobs in the tourism industry out of which more than ½ 
were expatriate workers

 As borders closed the country’s 2 major industries, tourism and construction 
collapsed overnight. 

 Redundancy and livelihood loss was most common among Youth, women and 
expatriate labourers as the economy crumpled.

 The expatriate labor force, estimated to total over 150,000 out of which more than 
60,000 are undocumented, was especially left in a vulnerable condition. 



MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT

 Relief support was offered for big and small business, freelancers and others: working 
capital, allowances to freelancers, loans on hold

 Cost cutting measures were in place on public expenditure

 Strong Monetary policy and exchange rate stabilization was put in place

 Utilities bills were subsidized across the country up to 30%

 Diesel and food prices inflation controlled

 Care packages containing essential goods and food were distributed to those in need 
including migrants.

 Containment measures and relocation of expatriate workers from their crowded and 
unhygienic living quarters to more appropriate places and ensure free healthcare. 

 mental health and non-COVID related health issues, violence against women and 
children, sexual exploitation and abuse increased. 



ESTABLISHED MEASURES IN PLACED HELPED MITIGATE THE IMPACT  

 Universal health care : Free health care and protection for the most 
vulnerable 

 Existing social protection schemes : single parent, disability allowances etc

 Government was already working to move many of the services to digital 
platforms , the pandemic created and opportunity to accelerated it, thanks to 
a well established IT infrastructure in the country. 

 including teleclasses, where public television was used for teaching
 telemedicine for the health sector 
 ensuring continuity of essential services and for entertainment purposes
 working from home 
 Various public services were moved to online platforms

 Private sector adopted the new norm doing business online 



EASING THE RESTRICTIONS AND OPENING THE ECONOMY 

 Post lockdown, economic activities started reviving gradually, food services and retail 
trades opened

 Boarders opened and One island, one resort, opened up for global tourism with "Safe 
Tourism Licenses" to accredit resorts:
 no mandatory quarantine upon arrival 
 No produce proof they have tested negative for coronavirus. 
 There are also no new visa requirements or additional fees to pay.
 need to book their entire stay in one registered establishment. 

 Of the 156 resorts 43 opened on  July 15, Dozens more will reopen in August, with 50 
or so more planning to follow in September and October.

 Scheduled commercial operations for many major airlines stared and is gradually 
increasing flights

 Over 1700 tourists so far , and estimated 450,134 by the end of the year. In 2019, the 
Maldives welcomed a record 1.7 million tourist arrivals.

 Tourism facilities and services on inhabited islands remain closed 

 Construction industry has started functioning and public sector projects are to continue 
as planned



BOUNCING BACK AFTER COVID 19

“Building back better” needs to ensure inclusivity, and sustainability 
are woven into what we are planning for the future. we need to be 
gentle on the planet.

 revamping the tourism industry, with a focus on "Safe Tourism" 

 Increasing the participation of SMEs in the economy to escalate 
productivity and to 

 increase the local labour force participation. 

 diversify the economy with a focus on fisheries and agriculture 

 reduce the over reliance on tourism and imports are key measures 

 sustainable transportation network to facilitate accessibility to 
goods and services is seen essential to flourish. 



BOUNCING BACK AFTER COVID 19

 Reintegrating the redundant labor force back to economic activities, 
needs training and re-training, with a focus on new skills such as 
digital literacy, financial literacy and soft skills to create more 
opportunities for them to be productive.

 Internet affordability and strong ICT infrastructure is essential to 
enhance online platforms for education, health, trade, and efficient 
public service provision and entertainment.

 Maldives’ food security also has proven to be most vital. new 
technology and farming methods and an efficient value chain is crucial 
to increase the domestic production.

 Reduce dependency on fossil fuel for economic and social activities 
promote clean energy initiatives. 



BUILDING BACK BETTER

 Recovery policies must be viewed as opportunity to build resilience and increase inclusivity, especially in the context of 
the changing climate and its adverse effects.

 Expanding and exploring the fiscal space for financing the stimulus and accelerating clean energy transition is essential.

 Collaboration and investment on trade, research and harnessing new opportunities is crucial. 

 Innovation is crucial to increase the resilience and adaptability to fight against such disasters, both man-made and natural.

 Public and private partnerships 

 Economic vulnerability remains high :  Vulnerability index is crucial to be taken into account, GDP per capita and HDI is 
not enough.

 The international community must act now to ensure that this last decade of the SDGs is not a lost one.

 The climate crisis remains urgent.

 Fundamental shift in the development finance ecosystem 

 The international community must act now to ensure that this last decade of the SDGs is not a lost one

 Reinforcing the SDGs through COVID 19 response and recovery
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