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Executive Summary 

 

On the 23rd of September 2021, the Foreign Ministers of the Group of Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs) held their 20th Annual Meeting virtually on the Zoom platform. H.E. Mr. 

Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan chaired the 

meeting in his capacity as the Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs.  

 

The meeting was held under the theme “Leaving no one behind: Sustainable Recovery from 

COVID-19 in LLDCs and accelerated implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and 

the special Roadmap.” The agenda of the meeting was to discuss the progress made by LLDCs 

in the implementation of the Vienna Program of Action and the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, challenges faced by LLDCs notably in the areas of transport, trade, and 

climate change, the socio-economic impact of COVID-19, the measures taken by LLDCs to 

minimize the pandemic’s effect, boosting economic growth and building back better, and ways 

to creatively cooperate to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs on the 2030 Agenda and the 

Vienna Programme of Action under the Roadmap initiative. 

 

The meeting adopted a Ministerial Declaration that noted with concern that progress towards 

the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the achievement of SDGs has 

slowed down or even reversed in some LLDCs as a result of the pandemic. The meeting 

discussed how progress was not dependent solely on LLDCs, but also on constant and strong 

cooperation from development partners and international organizations, especially the United 

Nations system. Participants proposed that the General Assembly considers holding the third 

United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries in accordance with paragraph 

78 of the Vienna Programme of Action GA Resolution 69/137 and paragraph 66 of the Political 

Declaration of the High-Level Midterm Review on the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action GA Resolution 74/15. 

 

Also under discussion was the forthcoming establishment of a National Focal Points Network 

for LLDCs. This aim of this network is to strengthen cooperation at national and global levels 

in working towards addressing the special challenges faced by LLDCs and the implementation 

of the VPoA.  

 

The meeting was attended by Ministers and representatives of LLDCs, transit countries, and 

development partners, UN agencies and other regional and international organizations.  

 

A. Introduction  
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The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Global Chair of the LLDC Group with 

the support of United Nations Office of the High-Representative for the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-

OHRLLS) organized the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Landlocked 

Developing Countries that was held on 23rd September 2021, in a virtual format on Zoom. 

The Meeting was held in the sidelines of the 76th session of the United Nations General 

Assembly’s high-level general debate.  

 

B. Attendance 

 

LLDCs and Transit countries 

1. Afghanistan 15. Lao People’s Democratic Republic 

2. Armenia 16. Lesotho 

3. Austria 17. Malawi 

4. Azerbaijan 18. Mongolia 

5. Bhutan 19. Nepal 

6. Bolivia 20. Niger 

7. Botswana 21. Paraguay 

8. Burundi 22. Qatar 

9. China 23. Rwanda 

10. Eswatini 24. Tajikistan 

11. Ethiopia 25. Turkey 

12. India 26. Uganda 

13. Kazakhstan 27. Uzbekistan 

14. Kyrgyz Republic 28. Zimbabwe 

International Organizations 

1. The Common Fund for Commodities 

(CFC) 

8. The International Think Tank for 

LLDCs (ITT LLDC), 

2. European Investment Bank 9. The United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

3. The Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UN ESCAP) 

10. The United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

4. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 

11. United Nations Office for Project 

Services (UNOPS) 

5. International Renewable Energy 

Agency (IRENA) 

12. World Trade Organization (WTO) 
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6. International Seabed Authority (ISA) 13. UN-OHRLLS 

7. The United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

 

 

C. Opening Session 

 

1. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs stated 

that although several milestones have been met under the VPoA, many challenges still 

remain. He pointed out that the COVID-19 pandemic has intensified some of the 

vulnerabilities of LLDCs and created long-lasting economic and social difficulties. The 

Roadmap for the Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA, adopted last year following the 

2019 midterm review on the recommendation of Kazakhstan, has become even more 

important today.  

 

2. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi stressed that much more needs to be done considering the 

scale of needs in LLDCs. He commended OHRLLS for its coordinating role and urged 

members of the IACG to expedite implementation of projects listed in the Roadmap. He 

welcomed the recently released Report of the Secretary General on Implementation of the 

VPoA which noted that the COVID-19 pandemic threatens to reverse the hard-won gains 

made by LLDCs and highlights their unique vulnerabilities. Because of limited fiscal space, 

LLDCs are unable to implement recovery packages like those of developed countries. 

Without adequate assistance, LLDCs risk falling behind. 

 

3. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi stated that it was critical that the UN system and other 

international and regional organizations prioritize support to the recovery efforts of LLDCs. 

On behalf of the Group, he commended the Secretary-General for his strong leadership in 

helping countries tackle the impact of COVID-19. In the same vein, he stated that the Group 

requests the UN system to focus its support of LLDCs on those challenges that have been 

aggravated by COVID-19: commodity dependency, high trade costs, trade facilitation, 

inadequate infrastructure, and climate change, among others. 

 

4. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi emphasized the foremost importance of prioritizing vaccines 

for LLDCs. Vaccination rates in LLDCs remain low so increasing access to vaccines 

remains a prerequisite for recovery. He particularly requested the Secretary-General to 

continue to work for equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and to bolster international 

support to LLDCs in their vaccination efforts. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi then 

emphasized the importance of debt relief. As the global LLDC Chair, Kazakhstan’s 



   

 

   

 

4 

President had previously called on creditors, including members of the G20, to support 

LLDCs with debt relief. This would be imperative to increase access to resources for health 

systems and stronger social protection nets. In addition to conventional debt suspension, 

debt relief measures could also include debt-to-health and debt-to-nature swaps, channeling 

funds to health systems and environmental protection. 

 

5. During almost two years of its Chairmanship, H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi stated that 

Kazakhstan has been actively advocating for the interests of the LLDC Member States at 

the different international fora and meetings. In its capacity as the Chair of the Group, 

Kazakhstan presented 60 statements on behalf of the Group. The Chair participated in 

almost 70 bilateral and multilateral meetings, 6 Bureau and 7 Group Ambassadorial 

meetings, 12 separate Ambassadorial briefings with international Organizations, including 

one with participation of the UN Secretary-General and two with the Deputy Secretary-

General. However, the experience of active Chairmanship clearly showed that such efforts 

need to be strengthened and complemented by constant coordination on a day-to-day basis 

in order to bring practical results even further. Such practical results come firstly from 

implementing specific projects dedicated to helping LLDCs to overcome their challenges. 

After a year implementing the Roadmap, H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi noted that it requires 

more systematic and constant coordination of the work of UN agencies. He also noted that 

a Secretariat – with staff to supervise and streamline the activities related to the Roadmap 

– could add value to its efficient implementation. The Secretariat should be integrated into 

the OHRLLS under the supervision of the High Representative and financed through 

voluntary contributions from donor countries. 

 

6. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi declared that Kazakhstan is ready to host such a Secretariat 

in Almaty where there are already 18 UN agencies with country, multi-country, regional 

and sub-regional mandates. Most recently, UNAMA has relocated there due to situation in 

Afghanistan.  

 

7. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi informed the distinguished participants that Kazakhstan, as 

the LLDC global Chair, and Mongolia, as the LLDC Coordinator in Geneva, are jointly 

organizing the next LLDC Ministerial meeting on Trade on 4 November. This event will 

be in the full virtual format and convened within the preparatory framework of the WTO 

12th Ministerial Conference to be held in Geneva from 30 November to 3 December under 

the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan. The invitation letters will be sent in October. Kazakhstan 

expects that the outcome of the LLDC Trade Ministerial meeting and the Declaration to be 

adopted will make a substantial input to the outcome of the WTO MC12. 
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8. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi stated that Kazakhstan considers it vital to build a strong 

partnership between the three groups of vulnerable countries and to have their voices heard 

in all multilateral fora. It is equally important that the Board share its recommendations 

with the Secretary-General, so that the entire UN system can better streamline its activities 

for the sake of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi closed his statement 

by emphasizing that the Group should intensify its efforts to advance the common agenda 

of LLDCs and the profile of its work was more important now than ever.  

 

9. H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid, President of the 76th session of the UN General Assembly 

expressed his appreciation to the government of Kazakhstan as co-chair of the group of 

landlocked developing countries. H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid mentioned that being from 

Maldives he was aware of the significant impact of the global pandemic on LDCs, LLDCs 

and SIDS. For LLDCs, economic growth was already a challenge even before the pandemic. 

Indirect or limited access to the sea and connections to major trade routes hindered 

economic growth and socio-economic development. H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid stated that 

the foremost priority for vulnerable economies should be to recover sustainably from the 

pandemic. He stated that the COVID recovery agenda for LLDCs should be aligned with 

the SDGs and the Vienna Programme of Action, in a way that makes these economies 

greener, bluer, more equitable and more resilient.  

 

10. H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid stated that throughout the 76th session of the General Assembly, 

he will ensure that all high-level meetings and discussions are sensitive to the economic 

hardships imposed by COVID on the Group of LLDCs. Furthermore, he will use his 

position as the President of the General Assembly to promote prioritizing vulnerable 

economies during the recovery phase, including by strengthening partnerships with other 

member states at the global, regional and national levels, as well as seeking enhanced 

cooperation from international financial institutions and the private sector.  

 

D. Overview of progress in implementing the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 

as well as the Roadmap on the Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA and impact of 

COVID-19 

 

11. H. E. Mr. Earle Courtenay Rattray, Under-Secretary-General and High 

Representative on Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries, 

and Small Island Developing States firstly expressed his appreciation to His Excellency 

Mr. Mukhtar Tleuberdi as the Chair of the Group of LLDCs and the leadership of 

Ambassador Magzhan Ilyassov.  
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12. USG Rattray stated that for many developing countries, economic output is only projected 

to return to pre-pandemic levels in 2022 or 2023 economies remain fragile and are facing 

uncertain futures. Many LLDCs are still battling surges in new COVID-19 infections and 

securing vaccines remains their biggest challenge. COVID-19 has had a profound social 

and economic impact on LLDCs. The mid-term review of the Vienna Programme of Action 

already stated that progress, whilst welcome, was too slow, and the pandemic had halted 

even these gradual gains. Mr. Rattray noted that the Secretary-General’s recent report on 

the VPoA, highlighted that all key development indicators were regressing due to the 

pandemic. LLDCs’ growth in real GDP fell from 4.3% in 2019 to -2.4% in 2020. Foreign 

Direct Investment contracted by 31 per cent. Similarly, remittances, which account for 

more than 10% of GDP in a quarter of LLDCs, declined by 6%. Several LLDCs are also at 

a high risk of debt distress. Food insecurity was on the rise due to disruptions in supply 

chains and price increases. Mr. Earle Courtenay Rattray expressed that the SG’s report 

indicates that LLDCs recorded a 40% decline in exports between April 2019 and April 

2020, almost twice the COVID-19 induced decline for global exports.  

 

13. Due to LLDCs’ complete dependence on their transit neighbors for trade and connectivity 

to the global economy, prevention and mitigation measures imposed by their neighbors 

adversely affected LLDCs and exacerbated already high trade costs and long transit times. 

The full implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and enhanced regional 

integration can therefore not come soon enough. In addition to the devastating impact of 

COVID-19, LLDCs are faced with the adverse impacts of climate change. Drought, 

desertification, land degradation and the melting of glaciers were challenging enough, 

before the pandemic. Mr. Rattray expressed his concern that the current levels of 

international support are not going to be sufficient for these countries to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. While ODA to LLDCs increased by 3.8% between 2018 

and 2019, it remained concentrated on a few LLDCs – just 5 countries received 53% of the 

share.   

 

14. USG Rattray noted that the Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA, 

adopted during the previous Ministerial meeting in August 2020, continues to guide the 

UN system and partners. He thanked Kazakhstan for the idea of the Roadmap. The 

Roadmap aims to leverage the capacity of the UN System and other international and 

regional organizations and build synergies for the renewed push and accelerated 

implementation of the VPoA in the remaining years. He then provided some highlights 

from the Roadmap for the Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA. 
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15. UNIDO in collaboration with UNEP, has assisted some LLDCs to establish National 

Cleaner Production Centres. Support is provided to SMEs and larger enterprises through 

investments in new and improved technologies. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the African Development Bank (AfDB) 

contributed to the direct implementation of infrastructure projects of varying scales through 

the provision of financing. The Common Fund for Commodities is implementing projects 

worth $16 million in LLDCs, to enable farmers enhance domestic value addition. OHRLLS 

and partners have conducted virtual training of policymakers from LLDCs and transit 

countries, on strengthening capacity to develop bankable transport infrastructure projects 

for enhanced connectivity. The International Seabed Authority together with OHRLLS 

have joined hands to implement a project to advance empowerment and leadership of 

women in marine scientific research. Similarly, ESCAP, ECE, and the Organization for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe have joined hands to further strengthen the 

management of inland transport corridor operationalization between Europe and Asia.  

 

16. USG Rattray stated that COVID-related events, including a session was organized during 

the Aid for Trade Stocktaking event on the Impact of COVID-19 on LLDCs in 

collaboration with Kazakhstan. Also, in collaboration with the UN Development 

Coordination Office and the International Think Tank for LLDCs, his office organized a 

meeting on the Impact of COVID-19 and Responses in LLDCs. OHRLLS and the 

International Think Tank for LLDCs also co-authored a report on the Impact of COVID-

19 and Responses in LLDCs.  

 

17. USG Rattray closed his statement by reaffirming the importance of facilitating 

implementation of the VPoA at the national level. He stated that the Group is in the process 

of establishing a National Focal Points Network for LLDCs. Through this Network, it aims 

to strengthen coherence and coordination at the national, regional, and global levels on 

LLDC-related issues. This will allow for a more coherent follow-up of the VPoA, the 2030 

Agenda, and other global frameworks. He thanked LLDCs that have already designated 

their capital based national focal points and encouraged others to do this as well.  

 

18. USG Rattray remarked that there are still many upcoming high-level events at the end of 

this year where LLDCs’ participation is fundamental to ensure that their needs are fully 

taken account of. These include: UNCTAD 15; the Second Global Sustainable Transport 

Conference; COP26; the 12th WTO Ministerial Meeting, and LDC 5, all require strong 

LLDC participation. There are 3 years left until the end of the implementation period of the 

VPoA. All stakeholders need to redouble efforts at all levels to ensure that LLDCs are not 

left behind and can build back better after the COVID-19 pandemic.   
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E. Election of the new Board of the Group of LLDCs and the new Chair for 2022-2023 

 

19. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi indicated that before the meeting, five countries have already 

approached the Chair. These include Armenia from the region of Eastern Europe, Botswana 

and Burundi from Africa group, Nepal and Mongolia from the Asia Pacific region and 

Paraguay from the region of Latin America and the Caribbean. The distinguished 

delegation of Botswana indicated their interest in the position of Chair of the Bureau for 

2022-2023.  

 

20. Based on the outcome of the election during the LLDC ambassadorial meeting on the 7 

September, H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi proposed to formally declare the new Bureau of 

the Group be selected. There were no objections. The new Board of the Group of LLDCs 

and the new Chair for 2022-2023 were elected. 

 

F. General Debate  

 

21. Ministers and high-level officials representing landlocked developing countries delivered 

statements during the interactive debate. 

 

22. H.E. Dr. Lemogaang Kwape, Minister of International Affairs and Cooperation of 

Botswana, the Chair-Elect of the Group of LLDCs, congratulated the Chair on his recent 

appointment as Deputy Prime Minister of Kazakhstan. He commended the Chair’s efforts 

in raising awareness of the common challenges faced by LLDCs. He expressed his gratitude 

to all members of LLDCs as incoming Chair and congratulated his colleagues from 

Armenia, Burundi, Mongolia, Nepal, and Paraguay as incoming members of the Bureau.  

 

23. He stated that according to WHO estimates of more than 6 billion administered COVID-

19 vaccines, 73% have been just in only 10 high-income countries, with low- income 

countries having extremely low rates of vaccination. The poorest and most vulnerable 

countries including some LLDCs, continue to lack access to COVID-19 vaccines. He 

emphasized the importance of international cooperation and solidarity and that vaccines 

should be made available for all. With deeper international cooperation, LLDCs can 

achieve the 2030 Agenda, while also combatting the pandemic. He concluded by informing 

that his delegation strongly supported the convening of the 3rd Conference of LLDCs in 

2024. He underscored that the conference will be an opportune moment to renew 

commitments to address the challenges faced by LLDCs, especially in the context of 

COVID-19 pandemic; mobilize international attention to the special needs of LLDCs; 
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while taking into account other emerging global threats such as climate change, 

desertification and drought, which are gravely affecting the LLDCs. He noted that 

Botswana stands ready to facilitate the preparations for the conference, and look forward 

to welcoming all participants to Botswana to participate in the events that they intend to 

host during their tenure and beyond. 

 

24. H.E. Mr. Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Austria, 

presenting on behalf of Foreign Minister Alexander Schallanberg, stated that the pandemic 

underlined the importance of addressing the special challenges of LLDCs. The pandemic 

is not only a health crisis, it also impaired countries’ ability to achieve the goals of 2030 

Agenda and the VPoA. Austria and the EU support the UN initiative for equitable access 

to the COVID-19 vaccine (the COVAX initiative). He highlighted the importance of 

economic recovery based on the principle of building forward and building back better and 

greener. Austria is committed to economic cooperation and revitalizing global economic 

partnerships with a strong focus on climate sustainability and innovation.  

 

25. H.E. Mr. Li Yong, Director-General of UNIDO stated that as countries continue battling 

COVID-19 and working on their economic recovery, it is important to reflect on ways to 

cooperate to build back better and stronger. He singled out three priority areas. Firstly, 

reinforcing manufacturing productive capacities with a focus on innovation. Secondly, 

taking advantage of regional cooperation mechanisms and emerging mechanisms for 

integration to kickstart economic growth. The VPoA is an opportunity to further expand 

innovative cooperation corridors to boost industrial development. Thirdly, digitalization in 

a circular economy is fundamental to recover and build back better for LLDCs. He 

indicated that these are the tools to help LLDCs build back better and stronger and that he 

looks forward to working closely with members to extend UNIDO’s support for their 

endeavors. 

 

26. H.E. Ms. Battsetseg Batmunkh, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia congratulated 

USG Rattray on his recent appointment. She also congratulated the newly elected Chair of 

the Group of LLDCs as well as the newly elected Bureau members. She stated that the 

pandemic had exacerbated vulnerabilities of LLDCs. She informed participants that 

Mongolia had enacted policies to overcome COVID induced economic difficulties, 

including stimulus measures, tax relief and income support to assist households and 

business during the pandemic. She stated that the SDGs, VPoA, and other development 

goals have been mainstreamed into national discourses and strategies. On infrastructure 

development, Mongolia tried to establish a national transportation and logistics network 

based on a smart transportation system that can ensure economic growth. 
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27. For LLDCs to overcome structural barriers, she noted that effective regional integration 

and cooperation, especially around North and Central Asia was crucial since those regions 

could serve as bridges between Europe and Asia. For trade facilitation, Mongolia is 

committed to implementing the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement. Mongolia’s national 

implementation of the agreement is currently at 56.3%. Ms. Batmunkh added that Mongolia 

is implementing the Mongolia Trade Portal and the preparatory work for the establishment 

of a single-window system was ongoing.  

 

28. H.E. Mr. Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar 

appreciated the relentless efforts by Kazakhstan as Chair of LLDCs in mobilizing support 

and further the interests of LLDCs. He noted that the pandemic was still causing economic 

headwinds, especially in LLDCs. He underscored the importance of partnership-based 

cooperation in supporting vulnerable economies to achieve more sustainable growth. He 

stated that Qatar is proud to host LDC5 in Doha from 23-27 January 2022 despite the 

restrictions imposed by the pandemic. He expressed his hopes that LDC5 will support the 

efforts of LDCs to get back on the desired track, recover from the pandemic, and achieve 

sustainable development. 

 

29. For climate change-related challenges, Qatar played an essential role during the Climate 

Action Summit held in September 2019 and made a $100 million contribution in support 

of LDCs and SIDS to tackle climate change. The Qatar Fund for Development has been on 

the front lines trying to mitigate the impact of the pandemic by supporting many countries, 

local and international organizations, adding up to $140 million of contribution in total. He 

concluded that Qatar remains committed to the principle of solidarity and multilateral 

action. 

 

30. H.E. Mr. Qu Dongyu, Director-General of FAO informed participants that the State of 

Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021 Report showed an increase of up to 161 

million more people facing hunger in 2020 relatively to 2019. FAO estimates that about 30 

million more people may face hunger by 2030 due to the impact of the pandemic, 

highlighting the long-term effect of the pandemic on global food security. This will mainly 

affect LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. He stated that FAO is working with the international 

community to address challenges faced by LLDCs. In 2019, FAO launched the Hand-in-

Hand Initiative to accelerate agri-food systems transformation and sustainable rural 

development, to eradicate poverty and malnutrition, and reduce inequality. This initiative 

prioritizes countries that receive limited international support. 45 countries of which one-

third are LLDCs have already joined this initiative. FAO also contributes to the 
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implementation of VPoA by strengthening systems in the areas of food security and 

nutrition.  

 

31. He informed that the international community is gathering virtually at the UN Food 

Systems Summit to call on all to collectively transform agri-food systems. He concluded 

by discussing FAO’s new Strategic Framework 2022-2031, which aims to transform 

towards more efficient, resilient, and sustainable agri-food systems for better production, 

nutrition, environment, and a better life. 

 

32. H.E. Mr. Ruslan Kazakbaev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kyrgyzstan congratulated 

Ambassador Rattray on his recent appointment, wished him success, and invited him to 

visit Kyrgyzstan. He stated that Kyrgyzstan fully supports the Roadmap for the Accelerated 

Implementation of the VPoA and identified priority areas of work for Kyrgyzstan within 

the Roadmap framework.  

 

33. Over the last years, Kyrgyzstan has been actively developing its road transport 

infrastructure and that the construction of a new alternative North-South highway will soon 

be completed. Kyrgyzstan is also part of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan highway 

project and is supportive of the modernization of the Eurasian railway infrastructure. He 

stated that the country is contributing to turning Central Asia into the hub of world trade. 

On the agenda, there are plans for logistics centers and transport terminals, including 

multimodal transport, while accelerated digitization of trade and transport remain an 

additional issue of concern for LLDCs.  

 

34. H.E. Ms. Matsepo Molise Ramakoae, Minister of Foreign and International Affairs 

of Lesotho thanked the Chair for their outstanding leadership and many initiatives put forth 

by his office in favor of the LLDC group, including the establishment of the Roadmap. She 

also congratulated Botswana as Chair-Elect and expressed full support and high interest in 

cooperation. She stated that LLDCs have been exceptionally affected by the pandemic and 

suffered from not being integrated in the global economy. Border closures and transit 

procedures during the pandemic have resulted in high trade costs causing high job losses 

and an economic decline. For the last few years remaining in the VPoA, Lesotho 

emphasized the importance of partnerships and cooperation and to align the priorities of 

the VPoA with the 2030 Agenda.  

 

35. H.E. Mr. Brahat Raj Paudyal, Foreign Secretary of Nepal stated that the COVID-19 

pandemic has affected everyone, but there was significant heterogeneity in its intensity. 

The world stands divided between countries that can endure the crisis on the one side and 
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those that did not have the means to do so on the other. He stated that LLDCs clearly fell 

in the latter camp. He continued by stating that the impacts of the pandemic on LLDCs 

were continuing unabated exacerbating pre-existing challenges such as accessible lines of 

transit countries, low productive capacity, poor connectivity, disrupting the flow of goods 

and services and reducing trade competitiveness. Similarly, poverty and food insecurity in 

LLDCs had also intensified.  

 

36. The Foreign Secretary continued his remarks by stating that the pandemic had reversed the 

hard gains put into development. He underlined that this should aspire everyone to build 

back better and stronger, but that this will not be easy. Productive capacity, economic 

diversification, sustainability and resilience must all be enhanced by LLDCs. He stated that 

Nepal has integrated the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA into its national plans and programs 

with the vision of transforming the country from landlocked to landlinked. With 

partnerships, Nepal believes that priority areas of the VPoA can become a reality and 

become integrated in the COVID-19 recovery plan. He stated that only 1% of COVID-19 

vaccines have been distributed to LLDCs while they are home to 7% of the world 

population. He added that this is an example of how the assistance and support provided to 

LLDCs fall short facing the challenges they face. 

 

37. H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of ESCAP addressed four 

key action points for LLDCs’ consideration. Firstly, transport infrastructure should 

integrate sustainable climate disaster resilience across the 12 Asian LLDCs. ESCAP’s work 

has been focused on how to enhance the facilitation and efficient functioning of cross-

border logistics and transit transport systems. Adoption of smart mobility to address traffic 

issues are some key policy directions of ESCAP’s engagement. Secondly, trade facilitation 

initiatives could anchor the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade in Asia Pacific. 

ESCAP has been assisting LLDCs in negotiations in trade agreements to enhance and 

develop regional cooperation and integration. She stated that ESCAP has been helping 

LLDCs in estimating the impact of LLDC graduation on trade. Thirdly, digital connectivity 

and the application of technology driven ICT solutions are essential drivers of the Asia 

Pacific information superhighway.  

 

38. Since the previous meeting in 2020, ESCAP has been working with member states to tackle 

the resilience of digital networks, ensure ICT infrastructure, create an e-commerce 

environment, and focus on digital adaptation and finance. She highlighted that the 

pandemic has demonstrated that technological cooperation and digital solutions could assist 

governments in implementing e-health, online education, and social protection schemes. 
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She finally stated that sustainable development financing should be enhanced and that 

recovery from the pandemic is possible through cooperation. 

 

39. H.E. Dr. Vincent Biruta, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Rwanda 

stated that the pandemic and its socio-economic impacts have exacerbated developmental 

challenges of LLDCs and are threatening to reverse progress towards the VPoA. Measures 

taken towards reducing the spread of COVID-19 have resulted in increased trade costs, 

delays for traded goods, and additional technical barriers for LLDCs. Dr. Biruta underlined 

the need to reach regional consensus on getting back to normal transport flows. He stated 

that this could be done through regional trade agreements such as African Continental Free 

Trade Area, which has been active since January 2021. He highlighted that digital tools, 

technology, and opportunity for innovation in the logistics and transport sectors will reduce 

the time to cross borders and transport costs. Rwanda called for more international 

cooperation between LLDCs and transit countries to address the impacts of COVID-19 and 

make sure no one is left behind. Lastly, Dr. Biruta congratulated the Chair for their 

outstanding work and leadership in preparing the ministerial meeting. 

 

40. H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of ISA indicated that during this 

ministerial meeting last year, ISA was pleased to offer support in terms of capacity 

development and marine science, especially for women, ensuring access and their full 

participation. He highlighted that the rights granted to landlocked countries under the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea are fundamental to achieve the VPoA and to ensuring 

that all can benefit from the blue economy. LLDCs have the right to participate in deep sea 

mineral exploration and marine scientific research, and share economic and financial 

benefits from deep sea minerals. Mr. Lodge stated that much progress has been made in the 

acceleration of the VPoA. Firstly, ISA has called for nominations of national focal points 

for capacity development, where 40 nominations have been received including from 5 

LLDCs (Botswana, Eswatini, Lao PDR, Mongolia, and Nepal). Secondly, ISA has also 

developed a publication dedicated to LLDCs, named “LLDCs, the Law of the Sea, and 

Ocean of Opportunity”, which will be launched over the next weeks. This publication exists 

for LDCs and SIDS as well. Thirdly, ISA and OHRLLS have joined hands to advance 

empowerment and leadership of women in marine scientific research through the joint 

implementation of Women in Deep-Sea Research Project for women in developing states 

including LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. Under this project, gender mapping will be conducted 

in July 2021 for selected countries. Mr. Lodge expressed ISA’s and his commitment in 

fully supporting LLDCs, notably in capacity development in marine science for women. 
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41. H.E. Mr. Jeyhun Bayramov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan expressed his 

gratitude to the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan and also to USG Rattray for his strong 

leadership. He noted that, in the period of the pandemic, it is critically important to ensure 

support to the LLDCs to address social and economic consequences and build back better. 

He indicated that Azerbaijan remains committed to the implementation of the VPoA and 

that they welcome the adoption of the Roadmap.  

 

 

42. He noted that gains from trade and transport are unevenly distributed across regions and 

countries, and some countries such as the small and landlocked ones remain outside of the 

global trade system. Total investment in transport infrastructure is estimated to be $144 

billion, however, the trade and investment attracted by corridor countries remain below its 

potential. He underlined that these transport corridors are not only infrastructure projects 

but that they are also meant to promote free trade, exchanging technology and innovation, 

and establishing mutually beneficial partnerships. He called on all partners, including the 

private sector, to fully exploit the potential of the corridors. 

 

43. Over the past few years, Azerbaijan has invested billions of dollars in its transport 

infrastructure. Thanks to this, Azerbaijan now ranks 22nd worldwide for the quality of roads, 

11th for the efficiency of railroad services, and 3rd for the efficiency of air transport services 

according to the World Economic Forum. With a through-put capacity of 6.5 million tons 

of cargo per year, railways make it possible to reduce the time of transportation between 

China and Southeastern Europe by 70%. Azerbaijan has put in a lot of effort to build 

necessary infrastructure for its transport and logistics hub and this process continues. The 

resolution of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict opens up a new perspective for regional 

cooperation. The 10th of November 2020 joint statement has been further complemented 

with a Russia-Azerbaijan-Armenia statement of opening for communications in the region. 

Mr. Bayramov indicated that this is a win-win situation. Additionally, he shared that the 

new land line between Azerbaijan and Turkey will serve as a supplement to the existing 

trade and transport connectivity. 

 

44. H.E. Honorable Eisenhower Mkaka, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malawi 

congratulated the newly elected LLDCs Bureau. He indicated that Malawi is facing 

challenges in border-crossing procedures, transport infrastructure, and faces high trade 

costs. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated these challenges and reversed years of 

progression. Border restrictions have not only affected the national economy but also 

interrupted progress. In the wake of the pandemic, Malawi had to refocus its energy on 

helping its citizens through emergency and coming up with long-term development 
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procedures. As part of the VPoA priorities, in infrastructure development and maintenance, 

international trade and trade facilitation, Malawi has prioritized infrastructure development 

and intend to create an integrated transport system to be connected to the global economy. 

Mr. Mkaka expressed the importance of cooperation in recovering from the pandemic and 

making progress on VPoA goals. 

 

45. Mr. Xiangchen Zhang, Deputy Director-General of WTO thanked the Chair for the 

invitation to this high-level meeting. He highlighted that LLDCs face many trade 

constraints which have been exacerbated during the pandemic. WTO did recent research 

which revealed the extent of trade constraints that LLDCs face to their unfavorable 

geography. He noted that the study is expected to be finalized by the WTO conference. He 

indicated that WTO, with cooperation with OHRLLS is ready to support LLDCs in 

procedures in international trade and trade facilitation, as well as the full implementation 

of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, which is essential in ensuring LLDCs’ full 

participation in the global trade systems. He underlined that the WTO Aid-for-Trade 

Initiative is a priority in the VPoA, and WTO’s work in this area has resulted in increased 

aid in flows in LLDCs. WTO economists estimate that the impact of COVID-19 on LLDC 

trade is that merchandise trade fell by 5.3% in 2020. WTO’s efforts in keeping markets 

open and taking the least restrictive manners contributed to a less severe trade decline.  

 

 

46. On the other hand, according to the WTO, there was a silver lining due to the pandemic in 

the form of an increase in remote working and digitalization, which enhanced information 

and communication technology adaptation in LLDCs. Mr. Zhang further noted that the 

WTO estimated that there will be an 8% increase in merchandise trade fueled by a strong 

rebound in many parts of the world. North America and Europe and parts of Asia are 

expected to have a much stronger recovery from the pandemic than Africa and South 

America. Mr. Zhang also noted that LLDCs have inadequate capacity for vaccine 

procurement and also lack the financial capacity to enact fiscal stimulus measures 

comparable to what developed countries have been able to. He called for the multilateral 

community to step forward and to play its part in addressing these gaps, including through 

advocating for an equitable access to vaccines, supporting inclusive economic growth, and 

continuing progress towards the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA. He concluded by listing the 

WTO’s key focus areas. These include, firstly, upgrading developing countries, including 

LLDCs’ participation in value chain by promoting the lowering of export restrictions and 

trade facilitation. Secondly, working with manufacturers to identify gaps in supply chains 

which can be used to increase production in developing countries.   
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47. Ms. Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General of UNCTAD informed participants that she 

was happy to participate in this meeting during her second week and thanked the Chair for 

the invitation. She stated that UNCTAD is committed to working alongside LLDCs to 

facilitate the pursuit of their development objectives and was aware of the disproportionate 

impact that the pandemic entailed for them. For example, longer border-crossing times, 

increasing trade cost, declining commodity prices, and reduced export revenues all caused 

profound ramifications for LLDCs. The impact of the pandemic was exacerbated due to 

LLDCs’ resource constraints amid rising debt levels. Ms. Greenspan asserted that urgent 

action was needed to ensure that no one is left behind during the recovery phase and that 

concerted efforts were needed to build resilience in LLDCs. The foremost priority for 

LLDCs is to increase access to vaccines. As of June 2021, less than 1% of the global 

vaccines were available for LLDCs, a situation that needed to be addressed.   

 

48. Ms. Grynspan noted that beyond the health crisis, building resilience will require 

addressing the underlying structural challenges faced by LLDCs. This can only be possible 

by moving away from a commodity-driven growth model to a more inclusive development 

model based on structural transformation and building productive capacities. This 

necessitates not only the better allocation of financial resources including ODA, but also 

calls for new financial and developmental instruments that will build productive capacities, 

enhance transport infrastructure, streamline border procedures, and improve trade logistics. 

Ms. Grynspan stated that more Aid-for-Trade funds should be allocated to LLDCs to 

support this. She shared that UNCTAD is undertaking comprehensive productive capacity 

gap analysis to assist developing countries including LLDCs identify binding constraints 

into defining policies and measures needed to diversify their export base. She expressed 

her hopes to welcome the ministers at the 15th UNCTAD Ministerial Conference from 3-7 

October, which will serve to ensure that the challenges faced by LLDCs are recognized and 

addressed by the international community. 

 

49. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs (Regional Co-

operation) of Uganda stated that the Covid-19 pandemic had exacerbated the existing 

development challenges due to geographical location and other structural obstacles. He 

emphasized the importance deliberate actions to promote economic transformation, 

economic diversification and increasing the export base. He noted that the share of LLDCs 

in global trade continues to remain low. LLDCs continue to depend on few exports with 

low limited productive capacities to undertake value addition. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba 

added that there are constraints in mobilization of adequate financial resources, making it 

harder to overcome the existing development challenges. To accelerate the full 

implementation of the VPoA, there is a need for a reinvigorated global partnership between 
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landlocked developing countries, transit countries and development partners. In addition, 

strengthened partnerships within the context of South-South Cooperation, cooperation with 

relevant international and regional organizations as well as partnerships between public and 

private sector players are equally essential. 

 

50. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba stated that Uganda had mainstreamed the VPoA into their National 

Development Plan and priorities. Uganda had taken deliberate policy actions to improve 

the industrial base and enhance connectedness as well as competitiveness. Special priority 

has been given to the manufacturing sector where industrial parks serviced with accessible 

roads and electricity have been established in different parts of Uganda. This policy action 

is contributing to the realization of import substitution aspirations and enhancement of their 

competitiveness in global value chains. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba added that Uganda had 

been making massive public investments in building and maintaining transport and 

electricity as well as information and communication technology infrastructure purposely 

to enhance their production capacity and reduce the cost of doing business. Towards this 

goal, he cited the example of the revival of Uganda Airlines in August 2019.  

 

51. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba confirmed that Uganda continued to work with neighboring transit 

countries as well as other neighboring countries to deepen regional integration. Uganda 

achieved simplification and modernization of the transit procedures of the Regional 

Electronic Cargo Tracking System (RECTS) to enhance the seamless flow of transit goods 

with Kenya and Rwanda along the Northern Corridor. Hon. Mr. John Mulimba added that 

Uganda recently took a bold and unprecedented decision to jointly construct roads with the 

Government of Democratic Republic of Congo along their shared border in the common 

interest of further strengthening our bilateral trade and connectedness. Hon. Mr. John 

Mulimba concluded his statement by reaffirming Uganda’s commitment to the full 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development during this Decade of Action and Delivery of Sustainable Development in 

close collaboration with their development partners.  

 

52. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano Ricciardi, Vice-Minister of Economic Affairs and Integration of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay firstly congratulated Mr. 

Courtenay Rattray on his recent appointment as High Representative for the Least 

Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing 

States, and wished him the best of success in his duties, while reaffirming that he can count 

on the support of the Paraguayan delegation. 
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53. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano Ricciardi pointed out that the Covid-19 pandemic is likely to continue 

for some time and accentuate the negative impact for LLDCs. Already, the average GDP 

growth in landlocked developing countries decreased significantly from 4.3% in 2019 to -

2.4% in 2020. Overcoming the negative impact of the pandemic on international trade, 

connectivity and freedom of transit is essential to guarantee adequate supply to the 

population and keep the economies and health systems functioning. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano 

Ricciardi stated that the structural characteristics of Paraguay such as the size of its internal 

market require additional and differentiated efforts to stimulate its development.  

 

54. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano Ricciardi noted the adverse effects of climate change, which 

disproportionately affects landlocked developing countries. In addition to the climate 

disasters of greater intensity and frequency, other problems such as droughts seriously 

affect Paraguay, since the scarcity of water not only has consequences for its use in 

consumption and production activities, but also deprives Paraguay of its main source of 

clean and renewable electricity generation, recalling that Paraguay is a main producer of 

hydroelectric power, as well as its logistics corridors for international trade, through its 

rivers. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano Ricciardi mentioned that LLDCs are in the final stage of 

implementation of the 2014-2024 Vienna Program and LLDCs must seriously consider the 

inclusion of issues related to climate change and the environment as a priority area when 

LLDCs convene for the Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing 

Countries, tentatively in 2024. H. E. Mr. Raúl Cano Ricciardi reiterated Paraguay's firm 

commitment to the cause of landlocked developing countries, and determination to always 

work to advocate for LLDCs interests and strengthen the Group's presence in international 

fora. 

 

55. Ambassador Sheikh Mohammed Belal, Managing Director of the Common Fund for 

Commodities (CFC) talked about the unequal access to COVID-19 vaccines. He noted 

that more than 5.13 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been administered globally 

and 33% of the world population has received at least one dose by the end of August 2021. 

But only 1.6% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. He added 

that while 82% of shots have been administered in high- and upper-middle-income 

countries, only 0,3% of doses have been administered in low-income countries. The fiscal 

and monetary measures in the developed world were equivalent to 20% of their GDP in 

2020. In middle-income countries, the response accounted for 6 to 7% of their GDP. In the 

poorest countries of the world, however, these measures represented only 2% of a much 

smaller national output. 

 

56. H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal expressed concern about the vulnerability to food 

markets within LLDCs. He added the note from FAO that the impact of COVID on 

agricultural value chains and the global trading system induced concerns over food security 
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and food safety worldwide. Learning from the food crisis of 2007-08 which caused 

widespread deprivation and suffering, H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal emphasized the 

importance for LLDCs of keeping markets open, trade flowing smoothly and supply chains 

functioning properly in order to avert the pandemic causing a global food security crisis. 
 

57. H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal indicated that the private sector, in general, and small 

and medium enterprises (SMEs) in particular, have an important role to play to respond to 

these challenges. In the recovery, SMEs drive a large share of employment creation, 

poverty alleviation and structural transformation. A competitive SME sector generates 

efficiency, foreign exchange earnings and incomes, and enhances the resilience of the 

economy as well as its capacity to recover. However, SMEs require support in most 

LLDCs. They have poor access to markets, lack adequate finance and are also found 

wanting in other areas including technology, skilled labor force, and critical infrastructure 

and utilities. These can be addressed in official development assistance (ODA) strategies 

to recognize the large infrastructure needs of low-income landlocked countries and the need 

for an increase in direct assistance to support large-scale investments in roads, railways, 

water, energy and information infrastructures.  

 
58. To overcome these challenges, H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal added that the LLDCs 

can encourage investments in their productive sectors, taking advantage of their commodity 

endowments and support the emergence of a diversified economic systems by strategically 

re-investing commodity derived incomes. The CFC believes that the SME sector can be a 

valuable partner in achieving this goal. The CFC invests in small and medium-sized 

enterprises to empower primary producers, giving them the tools and resources to scale up 

on the value chain. The CFC adopts the impact investment approach in its work, to focus 

on initiatives that can generate a high impact, reducing smallholder producer’s dependency 

on the commodities market. From 2014 to the end of 2021, CFC expects to have approved 

22 projects operating in LLDCs. The total value of these projects will exceed USD 100 

million with private sector financing. For the next five years, according to CFC’s 

operational plan for 2021-2025, H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal expected to commit 

USD 60 million for projects, of which approximately USD 16 million will be committed to 

development of innovative enterprise in commodity sector in LLDCs. H.E. Mr. Sheikh 

Mohammed Belal stated that CFC is sentient to the particular needs of SMEs in agricultural 

value chains. The CFC is aware of the obligation that follow from the accumulated 

experience of its decade-long support for smallholder livelihoods, and it is increasing its 

efforts to provide the much-needed finance for the continued operation of agricultural value 

chains. 

 

59. H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal believed that one positive consequence of the 

coronavirus is the new awareness among the general public. People are taking a fresh 

interest in where their food and nutrition comes from. In this regard, CFC is urging all 

member states to provide necessary resources so that they can make their projects with 

elements of nutrition security as well as aspects of digitalization, where applicable and 
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possible, so that developing world are better prepared to withstand future crises and also 

develop both economic and health-related resilience.  

 

60. H.E. Mr. Sheikh Mohammed Belal pointed out that CFC implemented an emergency 

liquidity facility of about two million USD to address immediate impact on SMEs within 

2 months after the start of the pandemic. Acting in the framework of impact investing, CFC 

is continuing to develop instruments, and hoped to conclude deliberations on Commodity 

Impact Investing Facility, which will be a major milestone in public private cooperation in 

development financing.  

 

61. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

stated that Uzbekistan has been taking significant steps for the smooth of the Vienna 

Programme of Action. Special attention has been paid to promoting multilateralism by 

furthering regional cooperation which is one of the important prerequisites for achieving 

targets identified in the Programme as well as the SDGs.  

 

62. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov stated that Uzbekistan has focused all efforts and resources for fighting 

the COVID-19 pandemic, including viral containment by setting specials funds, intra-

regional cooperation by donating essentials to neighboring countries, and expanding 

collaboration with the United Nations and its specialized agencies in mitigating the 

negative consequences of COVID-19. He mentioned that H.E. Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan stated in his address to the UNGA 76th session 

that Uzbekistan fully supported the United Nations’ approach that ensures equal and fair 

access to vaccines based on the principle of “no one should be left behind”.  

 

63. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov stated that Uzbekistan attached special attention to the expansion of 

regional cooperation with other Central Asian states. In advancing such collaboration, 

important role is played by the regular consultative meetings of the Heads of State of 

Central Asian countries. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov introduced that three meetings in this format 

had been held in Nur-Sultan, Tashkent and last one in Avaza Turkmenistan in August this 

year. A number of perspective areas have been identified for deepening regional 

cooperation aligned with the VPoA for LLDCs and SDGs. The first expanding cooperation 

was transport-communication network. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov gave an example of the 

construction of railroad Termez-Mazari-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar which would open 

countless opportunities for countries of Central and South Asia and also make positive 

effect on economic recovery of Afghanistan through developing various infrastructures and 

creating new jobs along this route. Other areas in which regional collaboration has been 

advanced include trade, economic development, investment and energy.  

 

64. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov also discussed ecological and water issues in Central Asia. He stated 

that Uzbekistan intended to hold a High-Level International Forum in cooperation with the 

United Nations on “green energy” in the Aral Sea Region in the city of Nukus in 2022. He 
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hoped that partners presenting at today’s meeting would take an active part in those 

important events. Mr. Gayrat Fozilov concluded his statement by emphasizing that the 

COVID-19 pandemic has heightened the importance of the international community’s 

cohesion in addressing global challenges through multilateralism under the United Nations 

leadership. He reiterated that Uzbekistan remained committed to continue close 

cooperation with the United Nations, its specialized agencies, neighboring states and other 

stakeholders to implement the Vienna Program of Action for LLDCs and SDGs as a whole. 

 

65. H.E. Mr. Diego Pary Rodríguez, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 

Permanent Representative of Bolivia to United Nations stated that Bolivia is currently 

at a critical juncture that requires urgent action to meet the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda. H.E. Mr. Diego Pary Rodríguez highlighted that Bolivia has 

recovered its democracy and the rule of law with the effort of the Bolivian people. He 

mentioned that today the government makes greater efforts for economic recovery and 

takeoff towards the well-being of the people. However, the high costs in transport services 

still greatly affect commercial operations. With nearly 80% of the world’s products 

distributed by sea, rising shipping prices further affected landlocked developing countries, 

increasing costs by 443%. This adds up to the enormous logistical difficulties, caused by 

port congestion and new security protocols. This shows that landlocked countries are at a 

disadvantage, and to a large extent depend on the will of third countries. This restriction 

constitutes a transversal obstacle for our development and convergence with the rest of the 

countries, and has a negative impact on trade and economic variables, thus affecting 

connectivity conditions.  

 

66. H.E. Mr. Diego Pary Rodríguez stated that landlocked developing countries must work 

together, take advantage of new information and communication technologies, prepare for 

future shocks and also build strategies to overcome the various difficulties. The 

international community must work collectively to achieve equitable trade opportunities, 

and to overcome the constraints that disadvantage landlocked developing countries, 

particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Diego Rodríguez concluded by 

highlighting the adoption of the Ministerial Declaration of Landlocked Developing 

Countries, which will help to achieve a renewed mandate for actions within the UN while 

supporting the trade of Landlocked Developing Countries in multiple ways including the 

facilitation of transit corridors, the strengthening of trade logistics, the automation of 

customs procedures, and the expansion of trade in services in LLDCs. Mr. Diego Rodríguez 

reaffirmed, on behalf of Bolivia, the commitment to continue working actively within the 

group, in order to achieve the common objectives as landlocked developing countries. 
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67. Mr. Dmitry Mariasin, Deputy Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe started his statement by explaining how UNECE policy work 

supports the VPoA. UNECE’s TIR Convention enormously reduces the transit time and 

costs for road transportation. The Harmonization Convention increases efficiencies and 

revenues by ensuring simple and speedy treatment of cargo at borders. Mr. Dmitry Mariasin 

emphasized that further non-tariff measures reforms in the areas of trade facilitation and 

quality infrastructure are needed, with a focus on whole-of-government approaches and 

alignment of national objectives with the SDGs. UNECE hosts the UN Centre for Trade 

Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT). Its recommendations and standards 

help to simplify and dematerialize cumbersome trade procedures, boost competitiveness, 

and access global markets. For example, the UN/CEFACT Single Window 

Recommendation establishes a single-entry point for all import-export documents. Mr. 

Dmitry Mariasin stated that UNECE can support LLDCs’ integration into sustainable 

textile and footwear value chains, via the UN-CEFACT Recommendation on Enhancing 

Traceability and Transparency. He confirmed that UNECE is already running a blockchain-

enabled pilot that fosters due diligence and sustainability in cotton value chains. 

 

68. Dr. David Musabayana, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 

of the Republic of Zimbabwe first congratulated Hon. Lemogang Kwape, Minister of 

International Affairs and Cooperation of Botswana for accepting the task of leading the 

Group for the period 2022 to 2023. He also congratulated Mr. Courtney Rattray, on his 

appointment as the Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island States. He expressed 

appreciation to Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa Utoikamanu, the former USG for discharging her 

duties with distinction. 

 

69. Dr. David Musabayana stated that the pandemic had slowed down the integration of LLDCs 

into the global economy and reversed some of the progress made in the implementation of 

VPoA and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He stated that lockdown measures 

applied globally, coupled with a decline in global output, have created huge challenges for 

LLDCs to connect to global markets and access food and medical supplies. LLDCs have 

been left behind in the efforts to fight the pandemic and to put back on track the 

implementation of the SDGs. He called on better transit systems and operations at 

international borders. Dr. David Musabayana showed that the decline in the global demand 

for commodities has left many LLDCs in debt distress. He used the data from WTO to 

highlight that while global trade recovered with exports growing 7% towards the end of 

2020, LLDC exports continued to decline, with a 8% fall compared to the previous year.  
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70. Dr. David Musabayana stated that Zimbabwe attaches great importance to the 

implementation of the VPoA. He stated that in November 2020 the Government of 

Zimbabwe launched its economic blueprint, the National Development Strategy 1 (NDS1), 

which charts policies, institutional reforms and national priorities needed, from 2021-2025, 

to achieve an upper middle-income economy under Vision 2030. All the six priority areas 

of the VPoA have been incorporated into the NDS1, especially in the area of infrastructure, 

trade facilitation and transit transport system, with a view to transforming Zimbabwe from 

a landlocked country into a land-linked transit route and a logistic hub. 

 

71. Dr. David Musabayana stated that Zimbabwe continues to be hamstrung by the impact of 

Unilateral Coercive Measures imposed by some Western powers. He called for the removal 

of these illegal sanctions. Dr. David Musabayana stated that Zimbabwe is faced with 

financial constraints, high logistic costs, limited logistic capabilities, the impact of climate 

change, particularly recurring droughts, cyclones, floods and landslides that damage 

infrastructure and destroy lives and livelihoods like other LLDCs. He also stated that 

Zimbabwe has not been spared as economic and social sectors have borne the brunt of sharp 

decline in tourism, investment and trade activities, resulting in revenue losses, increased 

unemployment, among other vulnerabilities with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

72. Dr. David Musabayana called upon development partners, transit countries, UN 

Development System, regional and international organizations and the private sector, 

amongst others, to genuinely support the COVID-19 response, mid-term recovery, and 

long-term strategic measures by LLDCs, which will be crucial to safeguard the progress 

made over the years and to accelerate the VPoA implementation in this Decade of 

Action. He stressed the importance of including a strong structural transformation 

component in recovery strategies. He emphasized that LLDCs need to develop more value-

added, knowledge-intensive and industrialized economies as well as to share experiences 

and good practices between amongst each other. Dr. David Musabayana concluded his 

statement by reiterating that the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda remain critical on the path to 

recovery.  

 

73. H.E. Mr. Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Lao 

People’s Democratic Republic stated that the COVID-19 pandemic is still ongoing, and 

has claimed innumerable lives and severely caused socio-economic development 

worldwide. LLDCs are no exception, in fact, we are facing incremental challenges given 

our existing physical handicap of being landlocked.  
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74. H.E. Mr. Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune stated that while Lao PDR is pursuing their 

ambitious target of graduating from LDC status, they are also exerting great efforts to 

transform from being landlocked into a land-linked country, which is in line with the 

implementation of VPoA’s priority areas. H.E. Mr. Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune shared 

news that the grand opening of China-Laos high speed railway built under the Belt & Road 

Initiative will be observed in the coming months. He pointed out that the railway is a 

significant part of Lao’s ambitious aspiration of creating better infrastructure along the 

economic corridor for regional integration and connectivity.  

 

75. H.E. Mr. Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune urged the international community, especially the 

countries in a position to do so, to consider providing vaccine to LLDCs to ensure that 

every country has access to vaccine in an equitable and adequate manner. He also urged 

transit countries to facilitate and expedite the goods in their transit, especially in this 

difficult situation. H.E. Mr. Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune concluded by reiterating Lao 

PDR’ firm commitment to achieving the VPoA’s goals through enhanced partnerships with 

transit countries, development partners, UN agencies, international organizations and 

private sectors among others.  

 

76. Mr. Gurbuz Gonul, Director, Country Engagement and Partnership of International 

Renewable Energy Agency, IRENA stated that enhancing access to affordable, reliable 

and sustainable energy is particularly important in the context of post-COVID recovery 

efforts in relation to essential services such as healthcare, water and sanitation and 

productive applications. He pointed out while notable progress has been made on energy 

access in recent years, the electricity access rate in LLDCs is still about 40 per cent.  

 

77. Mr. Gurbuz Gonul remarked that there was now a consensus around renewable energy as 

the basis for green pathways that will facilitate global recovery from the pandemic. IRENA 

advocates for LLDCs to accelerate energy access and transition through renewable energy 

as part of post-covid recovery measures. Accelerating renewables deployment can bring a 

range of socio- economic benefits, including higher GDP, as well as a substantial increase 

in jobs and investments which are much needed to recover better from the COVID-19 

pandemic. IRENA’s analysis on post- pandemic recovery demonstrates that each million-

dollar invested in renewables and system flexibility would result in the creation of at least 

25 jobs.  

 

78. Under MoU with UN-OHRLLS, Mr. Gurbuz Gonul stated that IRENA is committed to 

supporting member states including LLDCs, establish comprehensive, supportive, 

integrative, enabling, and clear strategies that accelerate investments in the renewable 
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energy sector and support energy transition. This strengthened cooperation on energy 

transition is also reflected in the Roadmap for the Accelerated Implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs. Under this framework, IRENA is committed to 

and is implementing support for LLDCs through technical advice and capacity building on 

policy, finance, and technology-related aspects of renewable energy. Under the roadmap, 

IRENA is developing a joint report with UN-OHRLLS on Scaling up Renewable Energy 

in LLDCs. The report which is at an advanced stage of development provides an overview 

of deployment trends and outlines possible actions to scale-up renewable energy to bridge 

the energy access gap in LLDCs and assist these countries in harnessing the vast socio-

economic benefits of renewables.  

 

79. Utilising the opportunity offered by the CoP 26 in Glasgow in November; IRENA has been 

providing technical support to countries including LLDCs to enhance renewable energy 

ambitions through Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris 

Agreement. Furthermore, Mr. Gurbuz Gonul reiterated that IRENA continues to support a 

large number of LLDCs in assessing conditions needed to accelerate renewable energy 

deployment and achieve energy transition through the Renewable Readiness Assessment 

(RRA) tool.  

 

80. H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 

Permanent Representative of Bhutan to the United Nations firstly congratulated the 

newly elected LLDC Bureau members and the incoming chair Botswana for 2022 to 2023. 

Bhutan is looking forward to working closely with all the other Bureau members and the 

Chair. H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering emphasized that many gains achieved before the high-

level midterm review held in 2019 are at risk of reversal. She expressed her appreciation 

of the Secretary General’s report on the implementation of the roadmap despite the 

challenging circumstances. This is particularly relevant as the Group heads into the final 

stretches of the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA.  

 

81. H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering expressed concern about the continuous negative impact of 

COVID-19. She noted that Bhutan has to a large extent been able to contain the spread of 

the virus domestically. In the case of Bhutan, strong leadership, a science driven approach, 

national solidarity coupled with unstinting support of partners have proven pivotal. Global 

efforts to achieve full vaccination in low-income countries were paramount. She stated that 

Bhutan was recently able to also make a modest contribution to such efforts through 

vaccine sharing arrangements with some of the neighbors. The growth in real GDP of 

LLDCs decelerated from 4.3% in 2019 to -2.4% in 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19. 
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Bhutan is also experiencing a severe economic downturn from the pandemic. The economic 

growth projected at 6.1% for 2020 dropped to -6.3%.  

 

82. Another concern that H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering raised for LLDCs was climate change which 

remained the biggest single threat to sustainable development. As a small landlocked 

developing country in the fragile mountainous ecosystem, climate change mitigation was a 

concern for Bhutan despite Bhutan already being carbon neutral. H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering 

mentioned that Himalayan glaciers are melting at an alarming rate. She emphasized the 

importance of laying the foundations of a decade long target of climate action. Partners 

must deliver on a commitment to mobilizing US$100 billion annually in climate finance, 

of which 50% should be allocated for adaptation and resilience, with more than half going 

to vulnerable countries. H.E. Ms. Doma Tshering concluded that Bhutan welcomes the 

adoption of the ministerial declaration. Bhutan committed to engaging with LLDCs and 

partners to ensure accelerated implementation of the VPoA which is truly a roadmap to full 

realization of the 2030 Agenda and its overarching goal of leaving no one behind. 

 

83. H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan, Permanent Representative of Armenia to the United 

Nations firstly congratulated Mr. Courtenay Rattray on his appointment as USG and High 

Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. He expressed his concern that LLDCs have 

been affected by COVID-19 pandemic due to their structural constraints. H.E. Mr. Mher 

Margaryan mentioned that the VPoA represented a comprehensive framework for 

cooperation between LLDCs, transit countries and development partners in promoting 

integration of the landlocked countries into global markets and thus the implementation of 

the VPoA had to be accelerated.  

 

84. H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan pointed out that Armenia is a long-standing advocate of 

promoting inclusive and equitable regional and cross-border connectivity in the region, 

which would unlock the trade and transit potential of South Caucasus. Efficient cooperation 

between landlocked and transit countries and unblocking of all regional transport 

communications is the key to removing political barriers for the free movement of people, 

goods and services, in particular in times of global crises and realization of the economic 

and social rights of all peoples. Development of ICT infrastructure and fostering digital 

connectivity is instrumental for addressing the bottlenecks along the transportation routes 

and facilitating international trade through reducing of transit time and costs. Armenia 

prioritizes promotion of open and affordable Internet, advancing of information and 

communication technologies and innovation in its development policies and strategies.  

 



   

 

   

 

27 

85. H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan mentioned the implementation of the commitments under the 

Trilateral Statements of 9 November 2020 and January 11 2021 on unblocking of all 

economic and transport connections in the region. H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan concluded his 

statement by congratulating Botswana on assuming the chairmanship of the LLDC Group 

and looking forward to working with all partners to promote multilateral cooperation in 

support of the priorities the VPoA. 

 

86. Mr. William Axelsson, Head of New York Liaison Office, UNOPS stated that the 

COVID-19 pandemic had put the spotlight on the remoteness and infrastructure gaps in 

LLDCs. He stated that UNOPS can support LLDCs through its Global Innovation Centers 

programme that facilitates targeted, innovation-focused partnerships between donor 

countries and developing nations. Such partnerships may include setting up and supporting 

domestic innovation centers and enabling innovation events in recipient countries. He also 

declared that UNOPS which is the only UN agency with a General Assembly given 

mandate on infrastructure is committed to supporting LLDCs gain a better understanding 

of how they can improve their infrastructure planning, delivery and management practices 

in support of the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.  

 

87. Mr. William Axelsson remarked that UNOPS is focusing its efforts on mitigating the 

devastating impact of the crisis on the most vulnerable populations and on preserving 

LLDCs’ development gains. Mr. William Axelsson described 3 UNOPS projects across 

Africa, Asia and Latin America. The South Sudan Safety Net Project implemented by 

UNOPS received a $40 million grant from the World Bank’s International Development 

Association and will provide income security to those most vulnerable – including people 

with disabilities, the elderly and pregnant or breastfeeding women as well as rapid cash 

transfers to vulnerable people in Juba in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The second 

project in Tajikistan was funded with a $5 million contribution from the World Bank. 

UNOPS is working with the government to purchase essential medical supplies and 

equipment for 10 health facilities across the country. UNOPS will help the Ministry of 

Health and Social Protection of Population procure personal protective equipment, 

ventilators, mobile x-ray machines, oximeters and other supplies necessary to treat patients 

affected by COVID-19. UNOPS will also support the government with on-site installation 

and maintenance of the equipment. The third project in Paraguay that UNOPS has partnered 

with the Ministry of Health to procure medical equipment gained $15 million in funding 

from the World Bank to help strengthen Paraguay's health system during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  
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88. H.E. Mr. Jonibek Hikmat, Permanent Representative of Tajikistan to the United 

Nations remarked that 80% of LLDCs are dependent on commodities which account for 

more than 60% of the total export. The decline in the global demand for commodities has 

led to significant economic hardship for LLDCs. Lack of access to the sea and isolation 

from world market hinder trade and integration into the global economy. H.E. Mr. Jonibek 

Hikmat pointed out that Tajikistan is committed to the VPoA and is undertaking measures 

to enhance its activity with a particular focus on improvement and development of energy 

infrastructure as well as promotion and expansion of subregional and regional trade. 

 

89. H.E. Mr. Jonibek Hikmat emphasized that ensuring access to energy was imperative for 

LLDCs key to achieving SDGs. The comprehensive development of hydro power coupled 

with the use of other renewable energy sources can boost generation capacities, ensure 

sustainability, increase energy efficiency and considerably reduce emissions. He further 

remarked that Tajikistan is a unique country due to its unique geography, and because of 

surplus energy is currently exploring potential markets to export the surplus energy in the 

summer season. In this regard, the electricity transfer corridor between energy abundant 

countries of Central Asia and energy deficit countries of South Asia is very important 

including the implementation of CASA-1000 regional electricity transmission project.  

 

90. H.E. Mr. Jonibek Hikmat stated that Tajikistan attaches great importance to the promotion 

of the Global Water Agenda. Tajikistan is one the initiators of major water related 

resolutions, including the resolution for proclaiming the period of 2018-2028 as the 

international decade for ocean water sustainable development. He stressed that LLDCs 

should fully utilize the opportunity offered by the Water Action Decade and facilitate the 

timely implementation of SDG 6 and other water related goals and targets. Water Decade 

will continue serving as a solid platform to facilitate coordination and promotion of efforts 

in addressing the issues and can overcome the gaps related to sustainable management of 

water resources. As the co-host of the UN Conference on the Midterm comprehensive 

review of the International Decade for Action, Tajikistan is looking forward to working 

with members of the group to make sure that voices of LLDCs are clearly heard during the 

historic conference. 

 

91. H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 

Permanent Representative of India to the UN remarked that the geographical remoteness 

of LLDCs are compounded by weak transit, transport and customs infrastructure despite 

the remarkable social economic progress that the world has witnessed over the past few 

decades. Resource and capacity constraints and limited access to technology have been 

impediments for the effective integration of LLDCs into the global economic and trading 
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system. This state of affairs is being compounded by COVID-19 pandemic as it increases 

the risks of balance of payment crisis, food crisis and debt crisis for LLDCs. He noted that 

unsustainable assistance with conditionalities will only increase the debt burden of LLDCs. 

He asserted that India had extended assistance to developing countries in ways that 

unleashes their potential. H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti pointed out that India has extended its 

hand to assist LLDC partners in their COVID-19 response with medical assistance 

including testing kits, protective gear, supply of medicines and vaccines and training 

program for building healthcare infrastructure.  

 

92. H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti showed that India has been extremely forthcoming in the context 

of LLDCs and provided extensive access and facilities to neighborhoods. India established 

the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal (BBIN) Initiative to strengthen economic cooperation 

and transport connectivity. In 2017 India established the US$ 150 million India-UN 

Development Partnership Fund which is aimed at Southern-owned and led demand-driven, 

and transformational sustainable projects oriented towards the SDGs in developing 

countries particularly, LDCs and LLDCs. More broadly, India is undertaking extensive 

cooperation with LLDCs in the context of its development partnership program. In the 

landlocked countries of Africa, H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti mentioned that India is 

undertaking substantial projects which directly contribute to enhance the quality of life of 

the people. It ranges from power projects and IT related projects to major infrastructure and 

water projects. H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti committed that India will continue sharing the 

development experience and expertise to overcome challenges and achieve the 2030 

Agenda. 

 

93. H.E. Ms. Esen Altuğ, Director General for Multilateral Economic Affairs, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey stated that the humanitarian and socio-

economic crises caused by COVID-19 have placed a disproportionate burden on countries 

with special circumstances. LLDCs’ lack of access to the seas, as the main means of trade 

coupled with COVID-19 restrictions, has caused wide disruptions on their access to 

essential goods, including food and vital medical supplies. 

 

94. H.E. Ms. Esen Altuğ addressed that Turkey, as a transit and donor country, has done its 

best to help others without distinction and provided medical equipment assistance to 159 

countries and 12 organizations during these challenging times. She mentioned that Turkey 

has also focused on promoting much-needed multilateral cooperation and solidarity in all 

sorts of international platforms like UN, G20, WHO, Economic Cooperation Organization 

(ECO), MIKTA, Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), and other regional and 

international platforms. H.E. Ms. Esen Altuğ stated that the G20 debt relief initiative has 
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been a concrete step by allowing countries to concentrate their limited resources on fighting 

the pandemic and safeguarding lives and livelihoods. She also mentioned that the recent 

general Special Drawing Rights (SDR) allocation of the IMF is also another important step.  

 

95. Ms. Esen Altuğ emphasized that equal access to the vaccine has become a main issue. 

Turkey calls for the availability of the vaccine to humanity as a whole and its production 

in adequate quantities for all. The availability of the vaccine is as critical as its development. 

Affordable and rapid supply of vaccines must continue to be prioritized, including through 

the COVAX Facility and bilateral mechanisms. She declared that Turkey has already 

announced that their vaccine will be offered to the whole of mankind as a global public 

good once it is ready. 

 

  

96. Ms. Esen Altuğ stated that the pandemic has wiped away much of the hard 

gained progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. Accelerating the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA) for LLDCs, which is an 

integral part of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, will address the existing 

challenges more coherently. She believed that Official Development Assistance 

commitments should be yet another important source of external financing for sustainable 

development. She reiterated that Turkey would continue to stand in solidarity with the 

LLDCs and was ready to further its cooperation to them against these challenges. 

 

97. H.E. Mr. Dai Bing, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Deputy 

Permanent Representative of People’s Republic of China to the United Nations 

stressed that the world is facing severe challenges such as the still ravaging COVID-19 

pandemic, insufficient economic growth and difficulties in global governance. For LLDCs, 

their trade activities and personnel exchanges have been seriously affected and their 

economic and social development are facing increasing difficulties.  

 

98. H.E. Mr. Dai Bing raised three points to further support LLDCs in addressing challenges 

and realizing resilient economic and social recovery. Firstly, the international community 

should remain committed to multilateralism and free trade; Secondly, international 

cooperation should be strengthened to help LLDCs in achieving sustainable development; 

Thirdly, greater efforts should be made to accelerate the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action and the roadmap, strengthen partnerships, and consolidate existing 

outcomes while striving for new progress in the six priority areas.  

 

G. Consideration and Adoption 
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No objections. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi announced the ministerial declaration was 

adopted. 

 

H. Any Other Matter, Closing Session 

 

H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi thanked everyone for the full participation in the meeting and 

adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Annex 1 

 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

 

Annual Ministerial Meeting of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries 

 

New York, 23 September 2021 

 

 

PP1 We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Landlocked Developing Countries, have met 

virtually on 23 September 2021, at the margins of the 76th  session of the General Assembly 

of the United Nations to provide strategic guidance for the accelerated and full implementation 

of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 

2014-2024, and have held our deliberations under the theme " Leaving no one behind: 

Sustainable Recovery from COVID-19 in Landlocked Developing Countries and accelerated 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the special Roadmap'',  

  

PP2 Recalling the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the 

Decade 2014-2024, adopted in December 2014, which provides a comprehensive plan of action 

for the next decade to address the special challenges and needs of landlocked developing 

countries arising from their landlockedness, remoteness and geographical constraints in a more 

coherent manner and thus contributing to an enhanced rate of sustainable and inclusive growth, 

which can contribute to the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including 

extreme poverty,  

 

PP3 Recalling also the Political Declaration of the Comprehensive High-level Midterm 

Review of the Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 
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Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, adopted by the General Assembly on 5 December 2019 

in which the General Assembly reaffirmed its commitment to the full, effective and timely 

implementation of the VPoA,  

 

PP4 Further recalling the Roadmap for accelerated implementation of the VPoA that we 

adopted at the margins of the high-level week of the 75th session of the United Nations General 

Assembly and recognizing its importance in accelerating the implementation of the VPoA and 

building back better after COVID-19,  

 

PP5 Recognizing the importance of unfettered, efficient and cost-effective access for 

landlocked developing countries to and from the sea, on the basis of freedom of transit and 

other related matters, in accordance with the applicable rules of international law,  

 

PP6 Recognizing also that high transport and trade transaction costs remain a major stumbling 

block in the pursuit of landlocked developing countries to achieve their trade and development 

potentials,  

 

PP7 Recalling the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, the Paris 

Agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Sendai Framework 

for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 and the New Urban Agenda,  

 

PP8 Underscoring that effective implementation of the VPoA is crucial for the attainment of 

the SDGs and effective partnerships between LLDCs and transit countries are important and 

necessary to drive accelerated implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA,  

 

 

PP9 Reaffirming our commitment to implement the Vienna Programme of Action in synergy 

with the 2030 Agenda and the other development frameworks as we progress through the 

Decade of Action and delivery for sustainable development,  

 

PP10 Emphasizing that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme 

poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable 

development, 

 

PP11 Expressing condolences and grave concern about the loss of life as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the significant adverse social and economic effects it has posed 

globally, and in particular recognizing that the LLDCs will be severely hit in the long-term 
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owing to the fragility of their health systems, limited social protection coverage, financial and 

other resource constraints, and vulnerability to external shocks,  

 

PP12 Recalling General Assembly resolution 75/228 of 21 December 2020 on the Follow-up 

to the second United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries that called on 

all stakeholders to implement the relevant actions, consistent with national priorities, agreed 

upon in the Vienna Programme of Action in its six priority areas in a coordinated, coherent and 

expeditious manner,  

 

PP13 Recalling also General Assembly resolution 75/322 of 30 December 2020 on the 

Quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the 

United Nations system that calls upon the United Nations development system to support the 

full and effective implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked 

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024, in line with the Political Declaration of the 

High-level Midterm Review on the Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for 

Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024 and the Roadmap for accelerated 

implementation of the VPoA,  

 

PP14 Recognizing that recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and other related future crises 

should not hinder the continued progress towards implementation of the Vienna Programme of 

Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals,  

 

PP15 Welcoming the outcomes of the 2021 Follow-up and review of the Forum on Financing 

for Development and the 2021 Ministerial Declaration of the High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development that inter alia called on scaling up financing efforts for sustainable 

development, supporting the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) Facility and 

committing to an inclusive and coordinated recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic in LLDCs 

through funding stimulus measures that address specific vulnerabilities,  

 

PP16 Reaffirming that gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls will make 

a crucial contribution to the achievement of the Vienna Programme of Action and to progress 

across all the Sustainable Development Goals and targets,  

 

Adopt the following declaration; 

 

1. We take note of the Report of the Secretary-General A/76/267 on the implementation of 

the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014-2024;  
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2. We express concern that the unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on LLDCs 

is continuing unabated with little signs of a recovery. LLDCs continue to face multifaceted 

negative effects ranging from strained health services, job losses, increased poverty and 

food insecurity, disruptions in global supply chains and border restrictions to reduced 

economic growth, declining exports, decreased transport services, falling remittances, low 

levels of private investment and a near halt in tourism. We call on the Secretary-General, 

in close collaboration with the World Health Organization, to take the necessary steps to 

effectively coordinate and follow up on the efforts of the United Nations system to promote 

and ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and medical equipment needed to address 

COVID-19;  

 

3. We stress that as we head into the final stretches of the 2030 Agenda and the Vienna 

Programme of Action, efforts towards both need to be reoriented to incorporate the long-

term impact of COVID-19, building of more equal, inclusive and sustainable institutions 

and the nurturing of resilient economies. Towards this end, a transformative recovery aimed 

at reducing vulnerability to future crises and ensuring that LLDCs can make the necessary 

progress towards achieving the SDGs and respond to the ambition and the urgency of the 

Vienna Programme of Action is paramount;  

 

4. We reiterate the importance of fostering strong synergy and coherence at all levels in the 

implementation, follow-up, and review of the Vienna Programme of Action with the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, Addis Ababa Action Agenda and other development 

processes including the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and the Sendai Framework 

for Disaster Risk Reduction;  

 

5. We recognize the central role of the United Nations system in supporting the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action  and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, as well as catalyzing and coordinating the global recovery in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, based on unity, solidarity, multilateralism and international 

cooperation and we encourage Member States, the United Nations system organizations, 

as well as the private sector, civil society organizations, individuals and other relevant 

stakeholders to implement their collective commitment to multilateralism and to the United 

Nations in supporting the LLDCs;  

 

6. We express concern that growth in real GDP of LLDCs plummeted from 4.3% in 2019 to 

-2.4% in 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19. Not only is this likely to increase the 
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number of people living in poverty, but it is also likely to stall long-standing efforts for 

economic development;  

 

7. We express concern that the proportion of people covered by at least one social protection 

benefit is significantly lower in LLDCs at 14.2% compared to the global average of 46.9%. 

We commit to supporting the scaling up of effective social protection systems along with 

government spending on key services in order to safeguard the poor and vulnerable during 

the current and future crises. We call on development partners, the United Nations, and 

other international organizations to support LLDCs to expand social protection 

programmes and strengthen social safety nets to help prevent vulnerable groups from 

falling deeper into poverty and we call on international financial institutions, multilateral 

organizations and regional banks to provide quick balance-of-payment and budget support 

with limited conditionalities to LLDCs so as to enable them to respond adequately to this 

pandemic;   

 

8. We express deep concern that a growing number of people are currently facing food 

insecurity since all the indicators of food insecurity have continued to exhibit a 

deteriorating trend due to COVID-19.  In this regard, we call upon the international 

community especially our development partners to enhance their financial and in-kind 

support and the United Nations and other international and regional organizations to 

provide humanitarian and technical support towards food security and livelihoods;  

 

9. We recognize that LLDCs face major challenges in tackling COVID-19, in particular due 

to insufficient access to vaccines amid the spread of new and more transmittable variants. 

For every 1000 people living in LLDCs, just 51 have received a vaccine dose and only 1% 

of the total global vaccine supply was administered in LLDCs despite them accounting for 

7% of the total population;  

 

10. We call on development partners, the United Nations, International Financial Institutions, 

and other international organizations to support LLDCs with the resources to respond to 

COVID-19, including through support with COVID-19 immunization, as well as 

strengthening national health systems and laboratories, purchasing of required medical 

supplies such as oxygen delivery systems and ventilators. We call on the international 

community to support LLDCs with capacity building to ensure that in addition to 

immediate needs, the capacity of LLDCs to respond to future health crises is also 

strengthened;  
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11. We call upon Member States and other relevant stakeholders to immediately take steps to 

prevent, within their respective legal frameworks, speculation and undue stockpiling that 

may hinder access to safe, effective and affordable essential medicines, vaccines, personal 

protective equipment and medical equipment as may be required to effectively address 

COVID-19;  

 

12. We welcome the international commitment to support the financing of stimulus  

measures in countries in special situations, including LLDCs, in order to facilitate 

recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and call for the early realization of these 

commitments;  

 

13. We are concerned that LLDCs continue to be disproportionately affected by the  adverse 

impacts of climate change, desertification, land degradation, drought, melting glaciers, 

floods, including glacial lakes outbursts and other disasters due to their location, level of 

development, and greater reliance on climate sensitive sectors like agriculture. We note 

with concern that land covered by forests in LLDCs has declined from 17.2% in 2015 to 

16.8% in 2020. we call on Member States, as well as relevant regional and international 

organizations to continue to support climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts and 

strengthening resilience. We further call on COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference to 

consider the impact of climate change on LLDCs in the deliberations and outcome;  

 

14. We recognize LLDCs’ efforts to promote building of resilient societies through Disaster 

Risk Reduction and call upon development partners, UN system and other international and 

regional organizations to support LLDCs’ to develop and implement national climate 

change strategies as well as drought and disaster risk mitigation, preparedness and 

resilience policies and strategies, including early warning and early action systems and to 

integrate risk management into national development plans;  

 

15. We emphasize that water is critical for sustainable development and the eradication of 

poverty and hunger and is indispensable for human development, health and wellbeing and 

a vital element of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and other relevant goals 

in the social, environmental and economic fields;  

 

16. We welcome the initiative of the Government of Tajikistan to host jointly with the United 

Nations the High-Level International Conference on the International Decade for Action 

"Water for Sustainable Development", 2018-2028 to be held in Tajikistan in June 2022, 

which would serve as a platform for soliciting and consolidating inputs in preparation of 

the United Nations Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the 
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Implementation of the Objectives of the International Decade for Action, “Water for 

Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028 to be held in 2023 in New York;  

 

17. We invite climate finance providers to improve access for LLDCs and we encourage the 

allocation of more resources to ex-ante instruments for building resilience, including new 

financing approaches which incentivize disaster risk reduction and sustainable reduction of 

LLDCs’ vulnerabilities to climate change and natural disasters;  

 

18. We commend the progress that has been made by LLDCs and transit developing countries 

in ratifying the World Trade Organization Agreement on Trade Facilitation, the revised 

Kyoto Convention, the TIR Convention and other relevant international conventions and 

we call upon LLDCs and transit countries to effectively implement their obligations under 

all relevant international, regional and bilateral agreements to improve transit in a manner 

consistent with their trade and development objectives and we call on development partners, 

private sector and relevant international and regional and sub-regional organization to 

enhance support to LLDCs and transit developing countries to implement these agreements;  

 

19. We are concerned that transit has been negatively impacted by measures introduced by 

transit countries and LLDCs such as curfews, border measures aimed at curbing the spread 

of COVID-19 and this threatens the progress that has been made by LLDCs and their transit 

neighbours in improving transit along some transport corridors, including in reducing travel 

time and corresponding costs along corridors, we therefore call upon LLDCs and transit 

countries to make additional efforts to reduce travel time along the corridors and to adopt 

an integrated and sustainable approach to the management of international transport 

corridors;  

 

20. We reaffirm our commitment to develop quality, accessible, affordable, reliable, 

sustainable and resilient transport infrastructure as an integral element of the COVID-19 

recovery efforts, including regional and transboundary infrastructure, to enhance our 

connectivity to regional and global markets and support a sustainable recovery and 

resilience of our economies;  

 

21. We stress that the magnitude of the resources required to invest in sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure development and maintenance remains a major challenge and requires the 

forging of international, regional, subregional and bilateral cooperation on infrastructure 

projects, the allocation of more resources from national budgets, the effective deployment 

of international development assistance and multilateral financing, as well as strengthening 



   

 

   

 

38 

of the role of the private sector, including international project finance, public-private 

partnerships and other non-traditional forms of finance;  

 

22. We reiterate our call for support to the LLDCs and transit countries in developing 

bankable implementable infrastructure projects that are financially viable, environmentally 

friendly and accepted by the local communities and we call on the UN system and other 

relevant international and regional organizations to enhance their technical support to 

LLDCs to develop sustainable infrastructure;  

 

23. We underscore the significance of international transport and economic corridors for 

reducing trade costs and promoting regional sustainable development, and request for 

strengthening of the role of corridor management organizations and other sub-regional and 

inter-regional arrangements and upon the LLDCs and transit countries, in a coordinated 

manner, to develop and upgrade international transport and transit corridors encompassing 

all modes of transportation, such as inland waterways, roads, rail networks, ports and 

pipelines;  

 

24. We call on the UN system and other relevant international and regional organizations to 

provide further policy, analytical and technical support towards the development, 

functioning and management of corridors;  

 

25. We note that the air transport industry has been hit hard by COVID-19 and LLDCs have 

been impacted particularly severely. We call upon the international community including 

the UN system and other international and regional organizations to provide support 

towards building back better the air transport industry since air transport provides LLDCs 

with direct access to international markets;  

 

26. We strive to achieve policies, regulatory and institutional frameworks that promote 

sustainable energy transition, ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 

energy for all, with a focus on providing affordable access to sustainable energy for the 

poorest and scaling up projects on cross border inter-connectors and improving 

transformational energy access.  We call for innovative partnerships between development 

partners, UN system and other international and regional organizations to support 

accelerated universal access, renewable energy and energy efficiency development;  

 

27. We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic brought to the fore the importance of digital 

transformation and connectivity for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and 

enabling the delivery of essential services while complying to social distancing protocols, 
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including through remote learning, telemedicine, e-commerce, virtual meetings and 

working, accessing government services and non-physical transit and customs procedures. 

However, LLDCs face fundamental challenges including inadequate infrastructure, limited 

internet access, high cost of broadband, inadequate digital skills and regulatory and data 

policies. We aim to continue to foster favorable conditions for the development of the 

digital economy by creating appropriate enabling environment including the necessary 

policies, legal and regulatory frameworks to support ICT development.  Towards this end, 

we call for increased public private partnerships and support from the development partners 

to enable LLDCs to reap the full potentials of the digital technologies and e-commerce;  

 

28. We note that most of the special development challenges of LLDCs are trans-boundary 

and the COVID-19 pandemic has heightened the need for deepened regional integration in 

order to fully address them. We urge LLDCs and member states in their regions to increase 

their cooperation and regional integration by strengthening transport, energy and digital 

infrastructure connectivity; supporting intraregional trade and the development of regional 

value chains; improving the quality and effective implementation of regional integration 

agreements; and we call upon the UN system, in particular the regional commissions, 

regional and international development partners, and other international organizations to 

strengthen their technical, financial and capacity building support to LLDCs and transit 

countries to enable them to advance their regional integration efforts; 

 

1. We are concerned that the VPoA specific objective of substantially increasing LLDCs 

exports remains a challenge as their share in global merchandise exports remains below 

one percent and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has worsened this. We call on our 

development partners to step up mechanisms supportive of LLDCs’ efforts to build their 

trade and supply-side capacity, such as Aid for Trade, increased market access, productive 

capacity building and technical assistance. We further call on the relevant UN System 

organizations and other international organizations to enhance their capacity building and 

technical assistance support towards enhancing the LLDCs’ participation in international 

trade;  

 

2. We recognize that merchandise exports from LLDCs remain undiversified with the 

COVID-19 pandemic stalling progress towards structural change, and note that export 

diversification is critical for LLDCs to move up the value chains and reduce their 

vulnerability to external shocks including the COVID-19 pandemic;  

 

3. We underline that greater integration of LLDCs into world trade and global as well as 

regional value chains is vital for increasing their competitiveness and diversification and 

ensuring their economic development, and invite UN-OHRLLS, UNCTAD, UNIDO, 
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UNDP, United Nations Regional Commissions, Common Fund for Commodities, World 

Bank, UNDP, ITC, and other partners to provide assistance to LLDCs to strengthen their 

capacity to participate in regional and global value chains;  

 

4. We stress that a rules-based, non-discriminatory and equitable trading system is essential 

in preserving the interests of the poorest and most vulnerable economies including the 

LLDCs. We call on the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) to deliver an ambitious 

outcome to bolster the participation of the LLDCs in trade and support their recovery from 

COVID-19 Pandemic;  

 

5. We call on the WTO to formulate pragmatic, effective and holistic solutions to support 

trade in health, as well as their support for open, diversified, secure, and resilient supply 

chains in the manufacture of COVID-19 critical goods and vaccines and their components;  

 

6. We note that LLDCs as a group still lag behind in the implementation of the WTO Trade 

Facilitation Agreement LLDCs implemented an estimated 50.7% of all notifiable 

commitments of the WTO TFA by April 2021.We urge development partners, the private 

sector and UN system and other international and regional organizations to enhance 

technical and capacity building support in areas identified by LLDCs and transit countries 

as needing support to accelerate the implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation 

Agreement;  

 

7. We note that LLDCs depend on their transit neighbors to access global markets and that 

the continued imposition of border restrictions due to COVID-19 is greatly impacting the 

movement of goods and services to LLDCs. Against this background, we call for LLDCs 

and transit countries to work together to ensure smooth functioning at borders and in transit 

to facilitate the flow of essential goods, including through the enhanced use of digital 

applications and contactless procedures. We reiterate that the use of border measures 

designed to tackle COVID-19 has to be transparent, targeted, proportionate, and consistent 

with WTO rules;  

 

8. We recognize that the growth in e-commerce provides international trade opportunities 

including new market opportunities for LLDCs. We call on UN-OHRLLS, UNCTAD, ITU 

and partners to provide technical assistance to promote e-commerce in LLDCs including 

through capacity building and advice on improving digital infrastructure;   

 

9. We stress that building productive capacities is a core requirement for achieving structural 

transformation and export diversification and encourage LLDCs to mainstream the building 
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of productive capacities in their development strategies. We further stress that national 

efforts of LLDCs need to be supported by an enabling international economic environment 

and financial, technical and capacity-building assistance towards building their productive 

capacities, enhancing diversification and value-addition, implementing industrial policies, 

and fostering structural economic transformation;  

 

10. We note that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the measures taken to mitigate its 

impact have had a particularly negative impact on service sectors such as tourism, retail, 

and hospitality, some labor-intensive sectors, small and medium-sized enterprises and the 

informal sector resulting in higher unemployment, particularly amongst vulnerable 

segments of society. We therefore call on development partners and international 

organizations to provide assistance to LLDCs to establish initiatives to support SMEs such 

as through provision of enhanced finance and access to credit, capacity building and 

employing ICTs and innovation in business operations that may help in building the 

resilience of LLDCs’ economies in the post-COVID-19 era;  

 

11. We emphasize that building a conducive business environment for private sector 

development is one of the most important requirements for promoting sustained economic 

growth, developing an industrial base, attracting investment and bringing about structural 

transformation, and we commit to continue to foster an enabling legal and regulatory 

environment for private sector growth;  

 

12. We reaffirm that science, technology and innovation have a critical role in achieving 

structural transformation, the SDGs as well as COVID-19 recovery. We commit to promote 

research, innovation, skill and capacity-building initiatives and technology development 

and adaptation towards advancing innovation-driven economic transformation and 

development, efficient transit and transport systems, e-commerce, energy generation and 

storage, value-addition and economic transformation and call on development partners, the 

United Nations system and other stakeholders to support our efforts;  

 

13. We commit to working together with our development partners to seize the opportunities 

offered by technologies to help us address the COVID-19 crisis, including by scaling up 

collaboration on essential medicines, vaccines and innovations in health systems;  

 

14. We recognize that significant additional domestic public resources supplemented by 

international assistance as appropriate, will be critical to realizing sustainable development 

and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and that the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda acknowledge the centrality 
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of domestic resource mobilization underscored by the principle of national ownership, also 

recognize that, while LLDCs have made considerable efforts to mobilize domestic 

resources and attract private investment, further progress is needed, and underlines the 

importance of strengthening domestic enabling environments;  

 

15. We welcome the growth in official development assistance in 2020 and reaffirm that 

official development assistance is crucial for LLDCs in accelerating implementation of the 

VPoA and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and call upon development partners 

and the international community to mobilize additional development finance from all 

sources to support LLDCs’ recovery efforts from the COVID-19 crisis;  

 

16. We are deeply concerned about the impact of high debt levels on LLDCs’ ability to invest 

into implementation of the VPoA and 2030 Agenda as well as to deal with the impact of 

COVID-19. We encourage creditors to take bolder actions to support LLDCs with debt 

relief in order to free up liquidity and invest more in their health systems and economic 

recovery including through suspending debt repayments to international creditors, that may 

include debt-to-health and debt-to-nature swaps channeling additional funds to health 

system and environmental protection and financing regional development projects in 

exchange for debt relief;  

 

17. We commend the G20 for its debt suspension initiative which has been extended until 

December 2021, and which is benefiting some LLDCs. However, in light of the 

continuation of the pandemic and significant economic headwinds that are persisting, we 

urge this initiative to be extended beyond 2021 in order to give additional fiscal space to 

LLDCs to meet challenges, particularly with regard to procurement of vaccines and 

providing safety nets for the vulnerable segments of their populations;  

 

18. We commit to continue promoting conducive policies to secure financing and attract 

diverse sources of investment, including foreign direct investment, that lead to increased 

trade, economic diversification, structural change as well as sustainable development in 

LLDCs. We call on development partners to provide greater support the investment seeking 

efforts of LLDCs specially the investment needed to recover better from the COVID-19 

pandemic. We also call on the UNCTAD, UN-OHRLLS, UNIDO, United Nations 

Commission on International Trade Law, and other international and regional organizations 

to provide capacity building support to LLDCs to develop more focused policies, strategies 

and mechanisms;  
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19. We welcome the vigorous measures taken by the International Monetary Fund and World 

Bank Group, regional development banks and other multilateral and bilateral development 

to provide emergency health support, debt relief and other economic assistance to help 

countries respond to COVID-19, and call for greater prioritization of assistance to LLDCs. 

We also stress that assistance is targeted to addressing LLDCs’ challenges that have been 

aggravated by COVID-19, such as commodity dependency, high trade costs, trade 

facilitation, inadequate infrastructure, climate change, among others;  

 

20. We call upon countries of the South in the spirit of solidarity and South-South Cooperation, 

to strive to increase financial and technical assistance to LLDCs towards the effective 

implementation of the VPoA and recovery efforts from COVID-19 and stress that such 

support is a complement to, but not a substitute for, North-South cooperation;  

 

21. We commit to strengthening our national statistical capacities to address the gaps in data 

on the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda in order to provide high-quality, timely, reliable, 

disaggregated data and statistics and to fully integrate the Goals and targets in our 

monitoring and reporting systems. We call on increased capacity-building and technical 

support to LLDCs, from all sources, to strengthen their national statistical systems;  

 

22. We call on the UN system to focus its activities in support of LLDCs to build a sustainable 

economic and social recovery that leaves no one behind and enable them to overcome the 

consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and to make substantial progress in 

implementing the VPoA and in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals;  

 

23. We invite the UN system to incorporate within its planned activities to examine the impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic on LLDCs, identify lessons learned from past and present 

epidemics and pandemics and recommendations for improving future preparedness for 

epidemics and pandemics;  

 

24. We welcome the progress achieved by the Secretary-General in the repositioning of the 

United Nations development system, and look forward to the timely implementation of 

outstanding mandates pertaining to the repositioning of the regional assets and the multi-

country office review, under national ownership and leadership. Given the cross-boundary 

nature of the development issues of LLDCs, we would like to stress that the regional assets 

are reformed in such a way that they are better able to support the special development 

needs of the LLDCs;  
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25. We call on the Resident Coordinators and the UN Country teams to support mainstreaming 

of the goals and priorities set out in the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs and the 

SDGs into national development plans and strategies in LLDCs and transit countries and 

to assist the LLDCs in addressing the socio-economic impact of COVID-19;  

 

26. We note the importance of establishing an LLDCs’ National Focal Points network 

comprised of capital-based national focal points to facilitate the strengthening of coherence 

and coordination of the implementation and follow up of the Vienna Programme of Action, 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and other global frameworks including the 

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement at the national level. We also note that it will foster 

peer-learning and exchange of best practices on LLDCs-related issues. In this regard we 

will work with Resident Coordinators and UN-OHRLLS to designate national level focal 

points who will become part of the LLDCs’ National Focal Points network;  

 

27. We underscore the need to give due consideration to the issues and concerns of LLDCs in 

all relevant major United Nations conferences and processes and the relevant work of the 

United Nations development system, and calls for the elaboration of information specific 

to LLDCs in a disaggregated manner in all major United Nations reports where appropriate;  

 

28. We take note of the work of the Inter-Agency Consultative Group for the LLDCs, led by 

the Office of the High Representative and the coordinated support that it is providing to the 

LLDCs;  

 

29. We are strongly committed to lead the accelerated implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action and the Roadmap in collaboration with the transit countries and with 

the support of our development partners.  We welcome the progress reported towards the 

Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and we call 

on UN system organizations, other international and regional organizations and other 

stakeholders to enhance support towards its implementation;  

 

30. We note that the United Nations system needs stronger and more coherent coordination for 

the achievement of the priority areas of the Vienna Programme of Action and other strategic 

documents, as well as for the implementation of the projects included into the Roadmap 

via introducing a dedicated secretariat under the aegis of the United Nations Office of the 

High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to be financed through the voluntary 

contributions;  
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31. We call on the United Nations system and the International Seabed Authority to support 

the LLDCs in awareness raising, capacity-building, technology transfer, and the sharing of 

experiences to facilitate the participation of LLDCs in the ocean economy and in ocean 

related norm setting discussions including in the ongoing discussions on the 

intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding instrument under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use 

of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ).  We urge 

LLDCs that have not yet done so to ratify the UNCLOS;  

 

32. We recognize the critical importance of the work of the International Think Tank for 

LLDCs in improving research and capacity development for the LLDCs and in promoting 

networking and collaboration among researchers and research institutions for the benefit of 

the LLDCs and call upon relevant international and regional organizations including UN-

OHRLLS, UN-ESCAP, UNCTAD, UNDP, WTO and others, and research institutions, 

think tanks, and other stakeholders to strengthen collaboration on research and capacity 

building with the International Think Tank for LLDCs on all the priority areas of the Vienna 

Programme of Action and foster coherence in the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action with the Sustainable Development Goals;  

 

33. We take note with appreciation of the contributions made by the host country Mongolia 

and other LLDCs who are party to the Multilateral Agreement for the Establishment of an 

International Think Tank for LLDCs and call on development partners, Member States that 

are party to the Agreement, United Nations system, other international organizations and 

other stakeholders to provide voluntary contributions to the International Think Tank;  

 

34. We urge all LLDCs that have not yet ratified the Multilateral Agreement for the 

Establishment of an International Think Tank for LLDCs to do so;  

 

35. We invite development partners and the international financial and development 

institutions to make voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund established by the Secretary- 

General to support the activities related to the follow-up and the implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action;  

 

36. We stress that, in accordance with the mandate given by the General Assembly, the Office 

of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 

Countries and Small Island Developing States should continue to ensure the coordinated 

follow-up to, effective monitoring of and reporting on the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action and the outcome of its midterm review, undertake advocacy efforts 
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at the national, regional and global levels raising awareness on the special needs of LLDCs, 

build multi-stakeholder partnerships, and mobilize international support and resources in 

favour of the LLDCs;  

 

37. We welcome the appointment of Mr. Courtenay Rattray as the High Representative for the 

Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States and we request the United Nations Office of the High Representative for 

the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States (OHRLLS) to continue to work on its mandate in support of the LLDCs;  

 

38. We look forward to Turkmenistan’s hosting of the Ministerial Meeting on Transport for 

LLDCs on 5-7 April 2022, and underscore that increased transport connectivity is critical 

for LLDCs to become fully integrated in regional and global markets;  

 

39. We look forward to the convening of the following upcoming global conferences: Food 

Systems Summit (13 September 2021 TBC); UN Climate Change Conference COP26 (1-

12 November 2021); UN Second Global Sustainable Transport Conference (14-16 October 

2021); the 15th UNCTAD Quadrennial Conference (3-7 October 2021); Ocean Conference 

2022; WTO 12th Ministerial Conference (30 November – 3 December 2021); the World 

Investment Forum (17 – 21 October) and the 5th UN Conference on LDCs (23-27 January 

2022). We recognize the importance of these meetings to LLDCs and stress that the 

outcomes of these meetings should take into account LLDCs issues;  

 

40. We recall paragraph 78 of the Vienna Programme of Action GA Resolution 69/137 and 

paragraph 66 of the Political Declaration of the High-Level Midterm Review on the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action GA Resolution 74/15 that invite the 

General Assembly to consider holding the third United Nations Conference on Landlocked 

Developing Countries. The conference will undertake a comprehensive appraisal of the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and decide on subsequent actions. We 

request the General Assembly to take decisions at its 76th Session on the third United 

Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries with all organizational details 

and the scope and terms of reference of the Conference, including its preparatory process 

at national, sub-regional, regional and global levels. In this regard, we request the 

Secretary-General to explore the potential generous host of the Conference and mobilize 

necessary resources for successfully holding the Conference;  

 

41. We express our deep appreciation to the Government of Kazakhstan for its able 

chairmanship, tireless efforts and excellent leadership provided to the landlocked 
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developing countries as the Global Chair of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries 

and look forward to its continued support to the promotion of the interests of the landlocked 

developing countries;  

 

42. We recall the Rules of procedure of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries 

A/72/656). We congratulate the newly elected 2022-2023 Bureau under the Chairmanship 

of the Government of Botswana and commit to work closely with them to advance our 

development agenda;  

 

43. We underscore the need for closer cooperation to promote the interests and needs of the 

91 countries that make up the three Groups – LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, especially within 

intergovernmental negotiating processes. We encourage the Chairs of the 3 groups to 

continue to work together to secure the best interests of the most vulnerable countries – 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS.  

 

________________  
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Annex 2 

 

Group of Landlocked Developing Countries: composition by region (as of September 

2021)  

 

Africa  

1. Botswana 

2. Burkina Faso  

3. Burundi  

4. Central African Republic  

5. Chad 

6. Eswatini 

7. Ethiopia  

8. Lesotho  

9. Malawi  

10. Mali  

11. Niger  

12. Rwanda  

13. South Sudan  

14. Uganda  

15. Zambia  

16. Zimbabwe 

 

Asia  

17. Afghanistan  

18. Bhutan   

19. Kazakhstan  

20. Kyrgyzstan  

21. Lao People’s Democratic Republic  

22. Mongolia 

23. Nepal 

24. Tajikistan 

25. Turkmenistan 

26. Uzbekistan 

 

Eastern Europe 

27. Armenia 

28. Azerbaijan 
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29. North Macedonia 

30. Republic of Moldova  

 

Latin America 

31. Bolivia (Plurinational State of)  

32. Paraguay 

Annex 3 

 

 List of Participants: 

 

       1. Afghanistan  

• H. E. Mohammad W. Naeemi, Deputy Permanent Representative 

 

       2. Armenia 

• H. E. Mr. Mher Margaryan, Permanent Representative 

• Araksya Babikyan, Attaché 

 

       3. Azerbaijan 

• H.E. Mr. Jeyhun Bayramov, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

• Billur Ahmadova, Attaché, billur.ahmadova@gmail.com 

 

 4. Bhutan 

• H. E. Doma Tshering, Permanent Representative, dtshering@mfa.gov.bt  

 

 5. Bolivia 

• H. E. Diego Rodríguez, Permanent Representatove 

 

 6. Botswana 

• H. E. Dr. Lemogang Kwape, Minister of International Affairs and Cooperation 

 

 7. Eswatini 

• Siphelele Dludlu, Counsellor 

 

 8. Ethiopia 

• Anteneh Senbeta, Economic Coordinator 

 

 9. Kazakhstan 

• H.E. Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Minister of Foreign of Affairs 

mailto:billur.ahmadova@gmail.com
mailto:dtshering@mfa.gov.bt
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• Magzhan Ilyassov, Permanent Representative 

• Nurzhan Rakhmetov, First Secretary, nurzhandf@gmail.com, (646) 696-5421   

 

 10. Kyrgyzstan 

• Nazik Moldotasheva, Third Secretary, n.moldotasheva@gmail.com, +1 (347) 

9679911 

• H.E. Mr. Ruslan Kazakbaev, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

 11. Lao PDR 

• Ms. Vilayluck Seneduangdeth, Deputy Permanent Representative 

 

 12. Lesotho 

● H.E. 'Matšepo Molise Ramakoae, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Relations 

● Limpho Masilo-Motsamai, Minister Counsellor at Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

● H.E. Nkopane Raseeng Monyane, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, 

nkopanes@gmail.com, (347) 324-7003  

 

 13. Malawi 

• H.E. Honorable Eisenhower Mkaka, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

 14. Mongolia 

• H.E. Ms. Battsetseg Batmunkh, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

• Chinuukhei Bat-Erdene, Deputy Director at Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

• Ulziibayar Vangansuren, Counsellor 

 

 15. Nepal 

• H.E. Amrit Rai, Permanent Representative, amritrai555@gmail.com, (646) 641-9173 

• H.E. Mr. Brahat Raj Paudyal, Foreign Secretary of Nepal 

• Purushottam Dhungel, First Secretary 

 

       16. Niger 

• Samadou Ousmane, Second Counsellor 

 

 17. Paraguay 

• David Martinez, First Secretary 

• Fabián Ybarra, First Secretary 

mailto:nurzhandf@gmail.com
mailto:n.moldotasheva@gmail.com
mailto:nkopanes@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:amritrai555@gmail.com
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• Alberto Caballero, Deputy Permanent Representative 

 

       18. Rwanda 

• H.E. Dr. Vincent Biruta, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Rwanda 

 

 19. Tajikistan 

• H. E. Jonibek Hikmat, Permanent Representative 

H.E. Sirodjidin Muhriddin, Minister of Foreign Ffairs, tajikistan@un.int, (202) 207-3315 

Furkat Lafizov, Counsellor, lfurkat@gmail.com  

 

 20. Uganda 

• Joshua Kalebo, Second Secretary 

• H.E. Philip Ochen Andrew Odida. Ambassador and Deputy Permanent 

Representative, philip.odida@mofa.go.ug, (646) 731-4674  

     

       21. Uzbekistan 

• H. E. Bakhtiyor Ibragimov, Permanent Representative 

• Azizkhan Nazirov, Counsellor, aziz.nazirov@gmail.com 

 

 22. Zimbabwe 

• Garikai Manyanga, Counsellor 

 

 23. Austria 

• H.E. Mr. Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal, Deputy Minister of Foreign 

• Claudia Kluger-Ribeiro, First Secretary 

 

        24. China 

• H. E. Mr. Dai Bing, Deputy Permanent Representative 

 

       25. Qatar 

• H.E. Mr. Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, Minister of State for Foreign 

 

 26. Turkey 

H.E. Faruk Kaymakci, Deputy Foreign Minister 

• Beste Celik, Second Secretary, beste.celik@mfa.gov.tr , +1 212 450 9175 

• Huseyin Ozen 

  

       27. Common Fund for Commodities 

mailto:tajikistan@un.int
mailto:lfurkat@gmail.com
mailto:philip.odida@mofa.go.ug
mailto:aziz.nazirov@gmail.com
mailto:beste.celik@mfa.gov.tr
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• H. E. Sheikh Mohammed Belal, Managing Director 

  

       28. International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

• Elizabeth Wanjiru, Associate Professional 

 

       29. International Seabed Authority (ISA) 

• H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General 

 

 30. International Think Tank for LLDCs 

• Dulguun Damdin-Od, Director of Operation/Research Coordinator 

 

 31. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

• Ms. Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General 

• Raymond Landveld, Economic Affairs Officer 

 

       32. United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 

• Dmitry Mariyasin, Deputy Execxutive Secretary 

 

 33. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP) 

• Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary 

• Sudip Ranjan Basu, Progrmame Officer 

 

       34 .United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

• H.E. Mr. Qu Dongyu, Director-General 

• Doris Ngirwa Mpesha, Sustainable Development Advisor 

• Nicolas Castellanos, Communications and Media Specialist 

• Shen Hong, Liaison Officer 

 

       35. United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

• H.E. Mr. Li Yong, Director-General 

 

       36. United Nations Office for Project Services 

• William Axelsson, Deputy Director 

 

       37. World Trade Organization (WTO) 

• Mr. Xiangchen Zhang, Deputy Director-General 
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 38. The United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

(UN-OHRLLS) 

• Mr. Courtenay Rattray, High Representative, Under-Secretary General  

• Heidi Schroderus-Fox, schroderus-fox@un.org 

• Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer, mutangadura@un.org  

• Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, erdenebileg@un.org  

• Arslan Chaudhary, Economic Affairs Officer, chaudhary4@un.org  

• Nicholas Ceolin, Associate Expert, nicholas.ceolin@un.org  

• Tao Qi, Economic Affairs Intern, tao.qi@un.org  

• Selin Aker, Economic Affairs Intern, selin.aker@un.org  
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