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As of 2018, LLDCs' share in global freight transported by road, air and rail was 1.15%,
1.05% and 2.09%, respectively.

Total rail lines in LLDCs increased by 9.4% from 2014 to 2017.

Proportion of population with access to electricity in LLDCs rose from 56.3% in 2017
t0 58.7% in 2018, lagging behind world average of 89.6%.

Access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking has remained constant at 27%
from 2016 through 2018.

Mobile cellular subscriptions have grown from an average of 67 subscriptions per
100 people in 2014 and 78 in 2018.

Percentage of individuals in LLDCs using the internet increased from 17.4% in 2014
10 26.6% in 2017, but remains below the world average of 49%.

Value addition of the following sectors in GDP for the LLDCs in 2019 was:
AGRICULTURE MANUFACTURING SERVICES

16.2% 10.4% 46.6%

marking an increase increasing from 9.6% increasing from 46.3%
from 15.3% in 2014 in 2014. in2014.

The share of manufactured goods exports from LLDCs increased from 13.4% in
2014 t0 16.4% in 2018, but remains way below the world average of 68.6%.

Value of domestic credit provided to the private sector in LLDCs increased from
28.6% of GDP in 2017 to 32.6% in 2019, but is low compared to the global average
of over 130%.

R&D expenditure was only 0.21% of GDP in LLDCs in 2017, compared to the world
average of 1.72%.

LLDCs' share in global exports fell from 0.99% in 2018 to 1.01% in 2019.

Total merchandise exports from LLDCs decreased from $191 billion in 2018 to $190
billion in 2019. Merchandise imports to LLDCs increased between 2018 and 2019,
from $214 billion to $225 billion.

Although the trade deficit of LLDCs decreased from 7.2% of GDP in 2014 to 4.3%
in 2018, it remains high and is at further risk of widening in light of the impacts of
COVID-19.

LLDC exports are about four times more concentrated than world exports, making

them vulnerable to external shocks.

As of July 2020, all 26 LLDCs that are WTO members had ratified the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement.

The implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement by LLDCs is esti-
mated at 34.7% of the notifiable commitments, compared to 64.9% for developing
countries and 100% for developed countries.

LLDCs are on average party to four regional trade agreements, ranging from one
o 11.

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) entered into force in May 2019.
As of July 2020, all LLDCs have signed the AfCFTA, although only 9 have ratified it.
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