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Outline

• IPOA: Objectives and Indicators Framework

• Challenges in monitoring and review of the IPOA

• Opportunities for statistical development in LDCs
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Policy Document 
Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countr ies Istanbul,  Turkey, 9 -13 May 2011 

• Structure: an overarching goal, 5 specific objectives, 7 principles, 251 

actions

• 8 Priority Areas for Action 

• Goals and Targets

• Actions to be taken by LDCs

• Action by development partners

• Joint actions

➢ Lack of a clear indicators framework compared to the SDGs 



4

5 specific objectives

➢ Measurement
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Priority Areas for Action 

➢ Each action area has goals and targets 
(mostly non numerical)

• e.g. for Area (B): 

• For each area, there are also 

o Actions to be taken by LDCs
o Action by development partners
o Joint actions
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Issues around data, statistics, capacity 

• Under Priority Action Area ‘Good governance at all levels’

o Actions by LDCs

o Actions by Development Partners
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Monitoring and Review: 

Comprehensive High-level Midterm Review of the Implementation of the IPOA

The IPOA recognizes the need for effective country-led monitoring and follow-up  
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It  specifies Graduation Goals and Criteria

Criteria for Identification and Graduation of 
LDCs

• Per capita gross national income (GNI)

• human assets index 

• economic vulnerability index

The new IPOA sets an ambitious overarching goal of 
enabling half the number of LDCs to meet the criteria 
for graduation by 2020



9

But doesn’t specify a suite of fixed and clear indicators for monitoring Priority 
Action Areas in the Policy document
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State of the Least Developed Countries Report – UNOHRLLS
Fol low up of  the Implementat ion of  the IPOA for  LDCs

• 4 such  reports so far: 

o Productive Capacity Building in the Least Developed Countries and the Post-2015 
Development Agenda (2013)

o Extreme Poverty Eradication in the Least Developed Countries and the Post-2015 
Development Agenda (2014)

o Coherence and Synergies between the IPoA and the 2030 Agenda (2016)

o Financing the SDGs and IPoA for LDCs (2017)

• A mid-cycle update
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Need for harmonizing indicators in reporting

• Indicator reporting developed post-hoc over time, without a clear results-chain framework for 
monitoring and evaluation embedded in the original policy document

• In general, either the reported indicators are the same or the trend over the course of reports 
seems to suggest an increase in their number and granularity (with respect to Priority Action 
Areas). For e.g.

Based on the statistical annexes to the State of the LDCs Report 2013,2014,2016,2017
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Need for harmonizing indicators in reporting

• But there are some exceptions: 

Based on the statistical annexes to the State of the LDCs Report 2013,2014,2016,2017
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Need for harmonizing indicators in reporting

• Some Areas are not well represented by the reported indicators

o Eg.  Climate change and environmental sustainability  (only in the 2017 report) 

Based on the statistical annexes to the State of the LDCs Report 2013,2014,2016,2017
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Focus on key headline indicators

• Developing a suite of consistent, 
key headline indicators for selected 
Priority Action Areas. 

• Regular reporting on these 
indicators

• Reducing overall gaps and 
duplication with other 
global/regional frameworks

• Engaging with the countries’ 
National statistical systems (NSS)  to 
address data challenges (CT-GAP)

Based on the UNESCAP Regional Capacity Development Workshop, 2017                   
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Financial Support to Statistics in  LDCs remains stagnant

Source: DESA (2018), The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018, UN, New York.
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Trend of the World Bank SCI score 
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LDCs are catching up 

in statistical capacity

• In 2010-2015, the average score of World 
Bank Statistical Capacity Index in LDCs 
increased by 3, from 56 to 59 out of 100. 
Meanwhile, the average score of all IDA 
countries increased by 2 from 61 to 63 out 
of 100. 

• 22% LDCs have National statistical 
legislation that complies with the 
Fundamental Principles of Official*

• 65% LDCs have National Statistical Plans 
that are under implementation but only 4% 
of them have a National Statistical Plans 
that are fully funded*

* DESA (2018), The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018, UN, New 
York. 
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Source: PARIS21 (2017), Partnership Report on Support to Statistics 2017. 

Source: World Bank Statistical Capcity Index. 
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• PARIS21
• Advocacy and advisory support 

• Managing change in the 2030 Agenda and Development of soft 
and technical skills (CD 4.0, Leadership skills)

Opportunities for statistical development in LDCs
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Dealing with data challenges should go beyond 

the monitoring of Global Frameworks and last on 

a continuous basis
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