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“Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” in LLDCs 
 

Non-paper for the 2022 HLPF 
 
 

1. Context: The HLPF 2022 and the SDGs reviewed during the Forum 
 
The 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, that serves as the global framework for 
implementing the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), seeks to put the world on a more 
sustainable pathway by 2030. Global progress on the implementation of the Agenda and of the 
SDGs is followed-up every year at the UN High-level political forum on sustainable development 
(HLPF), which convenes under the auspices of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 
 
In 2022, the HLPF will take place from 5 July to 7 July, and again from 11 July to 15 July, on the 
theme “Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.” The Forum provides an 
important platform for landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) to share their specific 
challenges, and to highlight areas where they need the most support from the international 
community. In this regard, seven among the 45 countries that will present their voluntary reviews 
of progress on the SDGs (VNRs) will be from the LLDCs, namely: Botswana; Eswatini; Ethiopia; 
Lesotho; Kazakhstan; Malawi; and Mali. 
 
During its 2022 session, the Forum will review in-depth the following set of Goals: 
 

 SDG 4 on quality education (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all) 

 SDG 5 on gender equality and women’s empowerment (Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls) 

 SDG 14 on life below water (Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development) 

 SDG 15 on life on land (Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss); and 

 SDG 17 on partnerships for the Goals (Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development). 

 
The following section gives an overview of LLDC progress on the SDGs, while taking into account 
the impacts of the COVID pandemic. It puts a particular emphasis on the five Goals reviewed 
during the 2022 session of the HLPF. 
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2. Overview of SDG progress in LLDCs 
 
The COVID pandemic has had devastating human, economic and social impacts worldwide as it 
led to increased poverty, job losses, showed the various implications of vulnerabilities in health 
systems, and exacerbated inequalities, among many other issues.  
 
In the LLDCs, the pandemic has abruptly halted sustainable development progress because of 
mobility restrictions (such as border closures, mandatory testing and quarantine, limiting crew 
members on trucks), the amplification of existing geographical and structural vulnerabilities, and 
a decrease of the flow of goods and services in transit (United Nations, 2021d). For instance, trade 
restrictions at borders and mobility restrictions (such as border closures, limited access to ports) 
are hindering shipments and reception of crucial medical supplies, vaccines and pharmaceuticals.  
 
The socio-economic development challenges faced by LLDCs also affect their ability to mitigate 
the consequences of the pandemic. As such, while the proportion of the population using basic 
drinking water and sanitation services has increased since 2015 (SDG 6), levels remain well below 
world averages, especially in rural areas, which weakens the possibility of handwashing as the first 
barrier against COVID-19 (United Nations, 2021d).  Moreover, due to weak health systems and to 
lower ratios of health professionals and hospital beds per capita, the pandemic reversed progress 
made by the LLDCs on health indicators (SDG 3), including under-5 and infant mortality, and 
access to vaccines. (United Nations, 2021d).  
 
In the 32 LLDCs, the overall prevalence of COVID-19 has risen significantly since the beginning 
of the pandemic: as of 2 February 2022, the number of confirmed cases was 8.5 million compared 
to 2.1 million about one year ago.1 The number of COVID confirmed deaths on 2 February 2022 
was more than three times higher than a year before (149,793 deaths on 2 February 2022, compared 
to 43,535 in early February 2021)2.   
 
In addition, COVID-19 and its variants are worsening LLDCs’ economic vulnerabilities. From 
2019 to 2020, LLDCs’ economies contracted by 1.6%3, foreign direct investment (FDI) decreased 
by 31 per cent4, migrant remittances fell by 6.1 per cent5, merchandise exports declined, and debt 
levels increased6. The fiscal implications of the pandemic are leading to increased risk of debt 
distress in LLDCs, and are limiting space for critical investments in recovery, including the access 
to vaccines (United Nations, 2021d).  
 
As a result, a relatively low proportion of the LLDC population has been vaccinated, compared to 
the world average: at the beginning of February 2022, 23 per cent of the LLDC population had 
received at least one dose of vaccine, and 18 per cent was fully vaccinated, compared to 62 per 
cent and 53 per cent respectively worldwide7. (Annex 1 provides a detailed account of the 

 
1 https://covid19.who.int 
2 Ibid 
3 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-2022/ 
4 https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/wir2021_en.pdf 
5 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data 
6 https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/tdstat46_en.pdf 
7 https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/tables 
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percentage of population vaccinated against COVID-19 in each LLDC as on 2 February 2022. 
Annex 2 focuses on the total of COVAX vaccines delivered in LLDCs as of 9 February 2022)  8. 
 
Because of the multiple factors mentioned above, the pandemic is impacting the sustainable 
development of the LLDCs across many areas, including strained health services, learning and job 
losses, gender inequality, increased poverty and food insecurity, disruptions in global supply 
chains, declining exports, decreased transport services, low levels of private investment and a near 
halt in tourism. (United Nations, 2021a).  
 
The long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on development prospects and on the 
achievement of the SDGs are likely to be significant, as many LLDCs lack the resources and 
capacity to adopt the environmental, social and economic response needed to address it.  
 
 
Assessment of progress achieved by the LLDCs on the five SDGs reviewed at the 2022 HLPF 
 
 
SDGs: 4 (quality education) 
 
There was an improvement on some indicators in LLDCs related to quality education over the past 
15 years. For example, the adjusted net enrollment rate in primary school (for boys and girls) 
increased from 34.0 per cent in 2007 to 40.2 per cent in 2019. Similarly, the proportion of teachers 
with the minimum required qualifications in primary education increased from 74.4 per cent in 
2000 to 78.1 per cent in 2019 (United Nations, 2021e).  
 
However, the COVID-19 pandemic had major disruptions on education, affecting education 
systems globally, and the most vulnerable learners the hardest (UNESCO, 2022b). 
 
Recent data on duration of school closures show that in LLDCs, most countries (29 out of 32) had 
their schools fully closed between March 2020 and November 2021, for an average of 20 weeks9.  
 
These data also show that in September and October of 2021, a minority of LLDCs (4 out of 32) 
had their schools fully closed for a period varying from one to 10 weeks. As a comparison, from 
March to August 2020, 29 out of 32 LLDCs had their schools fully closed, for an average of 15 
weeks. (Details on full and partial school closures are provided in Annex 3)10. This observation 
follows a general trend worldwide where governments shifted away from nationwide closures 
(where all schools were closed at the national level) to no closure or partial closures (where schools 
were closed in some regions or for some grades, with reduced or in-person instruction) as the 
pandemic progressed (UNESCO, 2022a).  
 
While the opening of schools is now more generalized, there is a tremendous cost in terms of 
learning losses, health, and well-being. Learning losses due to the full or partial closures of school 

 
8 The WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard also provides an overview of vaccination and case numbers across the world, 
including in LLDCs. The Dashboard is accessible at: https://covid19.who.int/ 
9 https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse#schoolclosures 
10 Ibid 
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is especially important to consider in LLDCs where e-learning (remote learning) options cannot 
always be implemented due to a lack of digital infrastructure and internet connectivity. According 
to the World Bank (2021a), the difficulty to access remote learning, mixed with the negative 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on family incomes, also increases the number of school drop 
outs, since students who missed school for an extended duration of time are more likely to not 
return. 
 
 
SDG 5 (gender equality)  
 
Gains have been made on several gender quality indicators until 2020. For instance, the proportion 
of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before the age of 15 decreased from 
13.2 per cent in 2000 to 9.3 per cent in 2020. However, this is still above the world average of 4.8 
per cent (in 2020). The proportion of girls aged 15-19 that have undergone female genital 
mutilation decreased from 54.8 per cent in 2000 to 36.0 per cent in 2020 (United Nations, 2021e). 
 
In terms of gender equality in politics, the proportion of women in national LLDC parliaments 
increased from 7.8 per cent in 2000 to 27.6 per cent in 2021, higher than the world average of 25.6 
per cent (in 2021) (United Nations, 2021e; UN-Women and IPU, 2021). Also, as of 1 January 
2021, 11 LLDCs had women in the highest positions of State (either as Heads of State, Heads of 
government or speakers of parliament), namely: Ethiopia; Azerbaijan; Eswatini; Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic; Lesotho; Malawi; Rwanda; Turkmenistan; Uganda; Uzbekistan; and 
Zimbabwe (UN-Women and IPU, 2021). Annex 4 provides a detailed account of the percentage 
of women in parliament in the 32 LLDCs. 
 
Nonetheless, a substantial gender gap persists. According to the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals Report 2021, this gender gap is present in many parts of the world, and particularly in the 
least developed countries (LDCs), a group that includes 17 of the LLDCs (United Nations, 2021b). 
 
In LLDCs, data collected from 2000 to 2019 show that the proportion of employed population 
below the international poverty line of US$1.90 per day has continuously been higher for women 
than men (Table 1). 
 

Table 1. Proportion of employed population below the international  
poverty line of US$1.90 per days, by sex in LLDCs (Percentage)11 

 
2000 2010 2015 2019 

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male 
48.8 48.3 31.6 30.9 27.9 26.8 24.8 23.3 

 
Similarly, the prevalence of moderate or severe food insecurity in the adult population of LLDCs 
has also been consistently higher for women than men from 2015 to 2019, and has increased during 
that period to reach 52.6 per cent of moderately to severely food insecure women in LLDCs in 
2019 (United Nations, 2021e).  

 
11 https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2021/secretary-general-sdg-report-2021--Statistical-Annex.pdf 
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Evidence shows that the impacts and implications of COVID-19 are exacerbating existing gender 
inequalities. The pandemic is also posing an additional burden for women and girls. Women have 
played a central role in the response to COVID-19, as frontline health workers, care providers, and 
as leaders of recovery efforts. Globally, they represent 70% of workers in the health and social 
sectors (United Nations, 2019), and as such they are more likely to be exposed to the virus. Also, 
90 per cent of women who lost their jobs in 2020 (worldwide) exited the labor force mostly due to 
intensified care responsibilities, and in 2020 only, women’s employment declined by 5 per cent, 
compared to 3.9 per cent for men (United Nations, 2021c). 
 
Additionally, the social and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have adversely affected 
progress towards gender equality globally: violence against women and girls has intensified; child 
marriage, on the decline in recent years, is expected to increase; and women have suffered an 
increased care work at home (United Nations, 2021b). 
 
 
SDG 14 (life below water)  
 
The ocean plays an important part in development due to its key role for trade, among other 
functions. Nonetheless, participation in the ocean economy is not inclusive, and LLDCs are among 
those marginalized from that economy partly due to their geographical location. 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) gives landlocked states the 
right of access to and from the sea and freedom of transit. The Convention establishes that “Land-
locked States shall have the right to participate, on an equitable basis, in the exploitation of an 
appropriate part of the surplus of the living resources of the exclusive economic zones of coastal 
States of the same subregion or region, taking into account the relevant economic and geographical 
circumstances of all the States concerned12.”  
 
However, LLDC participation on issues relating to the Seas and Oceans has been quite limited so 
far due to a lack of resources, a lack of awareness, and limited access to the sea. As such, only 
more than a half of the 32 LLDCs are currently State Parties to UNCLOS, and LLDCs should be 
more active in meetings and activities of the International Seabed Authority (ISA). 
 
 
SDG 15 (life on land) 
 
The impacts of climate change, combined with the heavy reliance of LLDCs on a few mineral and 
agricultural resources for exportation, has exacerbated desertification, biodiversity loss, recurrent 
droughts, land degradation and other disasters. As a result, forest area, as a proportion of total land 
area in LLDCs, has continuously decreased over the past 20 years, from 18 per cent in 2000 to 17 
per cent in 2015 and 16.6 per cent in 2020 (United Nations, 2021e), mostly due to the conversion 
of forests to agricultural land. (United Nations, 2021b).  
 

 
12 https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part5.htm 
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Land degradation exacerbates extreme poverty and costs an estimated US$ 127 billion per year 
(globally). In Africa, some countries have seen up to 95 per cent of their land affected by 
desertification, and the issue led to the displacement of millions of people in 2020 alone (UN 
General Assembly President, 2021).  
 
The proportion of degraded land over total land area in LLDCs was estimated at 22.9 per cent in 
2015, higher than the word average of 20 per cent (United Nations, 2021e). In response to this 
challenge, several countries embarked on the process of establishing national targets on Land 
Degradation Neutrality (LDN)13. Among them, 31 LLDCs (all LLDCs except Afghanistan)14 
prepared LDN targets, accompanied by LDN action plans and/or commitments and country 
reports15. In addition, many countries worldwide (covering 91 per cent of forest) committed to halt 
and reverse forest loss and land degradation by 2030 by endorsing the Glasgow Leaders’ 
Declaration on Forests and Land Use, announced during UN Climate Change Conference (COP 
26) in November 2021. As of 4 March 2022, 24 LLDCs had endorsed that Declaration16.  
 
In terms of biodiversity protection, the number of countries adopting relevant national legislation 
and adequately resourcing the prevention or control of invasive alien species was higher than the 
world average in 2016 and 2020 (United Nations, 2021e). Also, all the 32 LLDCs ratified the 
Convention on Biological Diversity17 under which parties should make an inventory and monitor 
biodiversity, incorporate the concepts of conservation and sustainable development into 
national strategies and economic development, and preserve indigenous conservation 
practices. 26 LLDCs later ratified the Nagoya Protocol18, an international framework for the fair 
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources, 
including by appropriate access to genetic resources and transfer of relevant technologies 
(Annex 5). However, in 2020, at least 18 LLDCs were not on track to meet their national Aichi 
biodiversity targets19. 
 
 
SDG 17 (partnerships for the Goals) 
 
Means of implementation are critical to accelerate achievement of the SDGs in LLDCs. In this 
regard, the VPoA - while recognizing that the development of any country is the primary 
responsibility of that country itself - underscores the importance of strengthened and expanded 
partnerships between LLDCs, their transit neighbours, their development partners and other 
stakeholders (UN-OHRLLS, 2017).  
 

 
13  Land Degradation Neutrality is “a state whereby the amount and quality of land resources, necessary to support ecosystem 
functions and services and enhance food security, remains stable or increases within specified temporal and spatial scales and 
ecosystems”. (UNCCD, 2022). 
14https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/inline-files/129per cent20countries_list_LDNper cent20TSP_forper cent20web.pdf 
15 https://knowledge.unccd.int/home/country-information/countries-with-voluntary-ldn-targets 
16 LLDCs that had not yet endorsed the Declaration included: Afghanistan, Burundi, Ethiopia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, the Plurinational State of Bolivia, South Sudan, and Tajikistan. (The Declaration and the full list of endorsers are available 
at: https://ukcop26.org/glasgow-leaders-declaration-on-forests-and-land-use/) 
17 https://www.cbd.int/information/parties.shtml 
18 https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories/ 
19 https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/gaef3553.doc.htm 
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Partnerships are even more important in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
worsened existing LLDC vulnerabilities. 
 
For instance, the introduction of stringent measures at the borders and in some cases, the closing 
of borders, has further increased LLDCs’ trade costs and time to import or export, further rendering 
LLDCs uncompetitive. The drastic fall of prices and demand for commodities due to the pandemic 
has impacted their balance of payments and increased their debt vulnerability. As such, in LLDCs, 
external debt increased from an average of 58.1% of GDP in 2019 to 64% of GDP in 2020, and 9 
LLDCs are classified as being at high risk of debt distress whereas one is characterized as debt 
distressed20. (World Bank, 2022). 
 
FDI flows to LLDCs also fell by 31 per cent from $22.3 billion in 2019 to $15.4 billion in 2020 
(the lowest level in 15 years) although initial estimates by UNCTAD show a strong rebound ‒ up 
77 per cent ‒ for global FDI flows from 2020 to 2021 (UNCTAD, 2021; UNCTAD 2022). Despite 
this positive trend, the recovery has been unequal both in terms of recipient economies and of types 
of investment.  
 
Remittance flows to LLDCs decreased 6.1 per cent between 2019 and 2020 as travel restrictions 
and border closures to halt COVID-19 have had an unprecedented impact on migrant labour. 
According to initial estimates, the World Bank expects remittance flows to have increased by 7.3 
per cent globally (reaching $583 billion) compared to 2020 (World Bank, 2021b) which would 
make remittances three times the size of Official Development Assistance (ODA). However, the 
cost of sending remittances globally remains high at 6.4 per cent, well above the SDG target of 3 
per cent.  
 
Official Development Assistance (ODA), one of the major resource inflows for many LLDCs, 
increased by 3.8 per cent between 2018 and 2019 to $29.5 billion, accounting for 18 per cent of 
ODA to developing countries. However, ODA flows continue to be concentrated in a few LLDCs: 
in 2019, five countries21 received almost half of total ODA that went to LLDCs.  
 
According to the 2022 edition of the World Economic Situation and Prospect (United Nations, 
2022), LLDCs’economies, after contracting by 1.6% in 2020, grew by only 4.1% on average in 
2021. This modest recovery was likely insufficient to reverse the increase in poverty due to 
COVID-19 particularly amongst marginalized groups including women, children and informal 
workers. Many LLDC governments have instated stimulus and policy measures to support micro, 
small and medium sized businesses, including tax relief, cash transfers and lowering of interest 
rates, but more efforts are required to ensure that a full recovery is achieved and sustained (UN-
OHRLLS and International Think Tank for LLDC, 2021). 
 
LLDCs are also lagging behind in terms of access to information and communication technologies 
(ICT) and data support. In 2019, only 27.4 per cent of individuals in LLDCs were using internet 
compared to 51.4 per cent worldwide. Furthermore, in 2020, only eight of the 32 LLDCs had a 
national statistical plan that was fully funded (United Nations, 2021e).  

 
20 LLDCs at high risk of debt distress include: Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, Lao PDR, Malawi, South 
Sudan, Tajikistan and Zambia. Zimbabwe is characterized as being in debt distress. 
21 These five LLDCs include: Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Mali, Uganda and South Sudan. 
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3. Recommendations 
 
A transformative recovery aimed at reducing LLDCs’ vulnerability to future crises and at ensuring 
that LLDCs can make the necessary progress towards achieving the SDGs is needed. In the short 
term, it is imperative that the international community comes together to increase access to 
vaccines by LLDCs, enhance investment, and provide technical assistance in the various areas of 
the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA). 
 
To drive a sustainable recovery in education (SDG 4), there is a crucial need for digital 
connectivity and more resilient education systems in LLDCs that allow general access to learning 
platforms and leverage technology to benefit all learners. Governments and development partners 
should also invest in education to ensure a safe learning environment and to catch up on the 
learning losses attributed to schools’ full and partial closures during the pandemic.   
 
To achieve and progress on gender equality (SDG 5), LLDCs should: expand social protection 
programmes; strengthen safety nets that are gender responsive; and provide specific support that 
allows women to return to economic activity, including access to training and credit, increased 
women’s rights to property and land, and direct provision of agricultural productive inputs to 
female farmers. LLDCs should also: provide childcare support to allow women to return to work; 
give special attention to women’s mental and physical health; ensure that men and women receive 
equal pay for work of equal value; and provide services that address violence against women and 
girls, amongst other measures.  
 
On oceans (SDG 14), there is a need to strengthen LLDCs’ awareness and capacities, and to 
increase technology transfer and the sharing of experiences to enhance opportunities for LLDCs’ 
participation in ocean-related issues and processes. 

On SDG 15, strengthening capacity building, awareness raising and funding support, including 
debt relief, are vital to enable LLDCs to finance nature-based solutions, transition to renewable 
energy sources, promote SMART agriculture and reverse deforestation, and strengthen their 
resilience to environmental shocks. There is also a need for: policy frameworks that secure tenure 
and encourage land protection and restoration; and better access to funding and technology to 
understand and monitor land degradation and/or restore land more effectively. Improved access to 
climate finance for LLDCs is also critical. 
 
On SDG 17, it is necessary to: strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through 
addressing illicit financial flows, improving tax administration capacity and addressing the high 
trade costs faced by LLDCs. It is also essential to mobilize additional resources to support progress 
on the SDGs. This includes ODA, Aid-for-trade, and South-South and Triangular cooperation. 
Furthermore, it is important to: enhance the contribution of the private sector towards the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, including through public-private partnerships (PPP); 
strengthen support by multilateral and regional development banks on financing and technical 
capacity; and strengthen multistakeholder partnerships, including with the UN and regional 
organisations. Finally, improving and further supporting national statistical capacities, and 
increasing ICT access in order to advance innovation and socio-economic progress is imperative. 
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ANNEX 1: Percentage of population vaccinated against COVID-19 in LLDCs compared  
 to the rest of the world (as of 2 February 2022)22  
 

Country % of population with 
1 dose or more 

% of population fully 
vaccinated 

Population (million) 

All Countries 62.04 53.47 7725.85 
LLDC Countries 23.36 17.61 536.43 
Non-LLDC Countries 64.92 56.15 7189.42 
Afghanistan 11.76 10.05 38.93 
Armenia 35.29 28.27 2.96 
Azerbaijan 51.85 45.9 10.14 
Bhutan 76.98 73.97 0.77 
Bolivia (Plurinational 
State of) 

57.22 44.3 11.67 

Botswana 49.72 43.97 2.35 
Burkina Faso 5.59 3.69 20.9 
Burundi 0.05 0.05 11.8 
Central African 
Republic 

11.86 11.38 4.83 

Chad 1.55 0.83 16.42 
Eswatini 32.29 28.86 1.16 
Ethiopia 6.04 3.51 114.97 
Kazakhstan 52.07 48.25 18.78 
Kyrgyzstan 19.19 16.27 6.52 
Lao People's 
Democratic Republic 

63.96 52.72 7.28 

Lesotho 36.51 33.96 2.14 
Malawi 7.23 3.59 19.13 
Mali 5.07 3.13 20.25 
Mongolia 69.23 66.21 3.28 
Nepal 57.76 49.45 29.14 
Niger 5.96 4.24 24.21 
North Macedonia 40.9 39.9 2.08 
Paraguay 49.64 43.31 7.13 
Republic of Moldova 26.14 25.07 2.83 
Rwanda 66.09 54.39 12.95 
South Sudan 2.64 2.22 11.19 
Tajikistan 47.42 39.42 9.54 
Turkmenistan 72.54 53.16 6.03 
Uganda 23.82 4.4 45.74 
Uzbekistan 54.0 36.79 38.06 
Zambia 4.53 3.55 18.39 
Zimbabwe 28.68 22.14 14.86 

 
 

 
22 https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/tables 
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ANNEX 2: Total of COVAX vaccines delivered in LLDCs as of 9 February 202223 
 

Countries Total COVAX vaccines delivered  Population (million) 
Afghanistan 7,432,850 38.93 
Armenia 360,000 2.96 
Azerbaijan 2,022,390 10.14 
Bhutan 505,850 0.77 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 6,735,140 11.67 
Botswana 1,038,240 2.35 
Burkina Faso 4,153,190 20.9 
Burundi --- 11.8 
Central African Republic 1,269,260 4.83 
Chad 1,294,310 16.42 
Eswatini 441,420 1.16 
Ethiopia 38,848,490 114.97 
Kazakhstan ----- 18.78 
Kyrgyzstan 1,428,000 6.52 
Lao People's Democratic Republic 5,987,880 7.28 
Lesotho 754,290 2.14 
Malawi 2,813,850 19.13 
Mali 2,505,600 20.25 
Mongolia 1,327,260 3.28 
Nepal 29,108,800 29.14 
Niger 3,842,970 24.21 
North Macedonia 451,800 2.08 
Paraguay 2,437,170 7.13 
Republic of Moldova 931,410 2.83 
Rwanda 14,564,210 12.95 
South Sudan 930,070 11.19 
Tajikistan 9,010,640 9.54 
Turkmenistan --- 6.03 
Uganda 32,607 540 45.74 
Uzbekistan 9,855,590 38.06 
Zambia 5,415,520 18.39 
Zimbabwe 3,990,000 14.86 

 
 
  

 
23 COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard: https://www.unicef.org/supply/covid-19-vaccine-market-dashboard 
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ANNEX 3: School full and partial closures in LLDCs during the COVID pandemic24 
 

Countries Full closure 
of schools 
(March-
August 

2020) - in 
weeks 

Partial 
closure of 

schools 
(March-

August 2020) 
in weeks 

Full closure 
of schools 

(September-
October 
2021) in 
weeks 

Partial closure 
of schools 

(September-
October 2021) 

in weeks 

Total 
duration of 
full closures 

(March 2020-
November 

2021) in 
weeks 

Total duration 
of partial 
closures 

(March 2020-
November 

2021) in 
weeks 

Afghanistan 23 3 3 10 35 22 
Armenia 9 0 0 0 9 3 
Azerbaijan 13 0 0 1 29 20 
Bhutan 18 8 0 0 20 47 
Bolivia 
(Plurinational 
State of) 

 
22 

 
0 

 
1 

 
13 

 
43 

 
39 

Botswana 7 13 0 1 11 14 
Burkina Faso 9 4 0 3 9 7 
Burundi 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Central African 
Republic 

13 3 0 0 13 10 

Chad 17 0 0 0 23 5 
Eswatini 16 8 0 0 34 23 
Ethiopia 14 0 0 0 21 41 
Kazakhstan 9 0 0 0 9 34 
Kyrgyzstan 9 0 0 1 14 13 
Lao People’s 
Democratic 
Republic 

 
9 

 
2 

 
0 

 
13 

 
15 

 
31 

Lesotho 9 15 0 0 11 32 
Malawi 14 3 0 0 18 8 
Mali 10 4 0 1 12 5 
Mongolia 18 0 0 13 24 32 
Nepal 23 0 2 10 35 47 
Niger 16 0 0 0 16 0 
North 
Macedonia 

16 0 0 0 20 34 

Paraguay 23 0 0 13 32 42 
Republic of 
Moldova 

16 0 0 0 16 0 

Rwanda 22 0 0 0 32 19 
South Sudan 24 0 0 0 33 21 
Tajikistan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Turkmenistan 0 0 0 4 0 4 
Uganda 24 0 10 0 60 23 
Uzbekistan 10 0 0 0 11 1 
Zambia 6 9 0 1 15 13 
Zimbabwe 15 0 0 1 34 10 
AVERAGE 13.6 2.3 0.5 2.7 20.4 18.8 

 
24 https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse#schoolclosures 
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ANNEX 4: Percentage of women in parliament in the 32 LLDCs as of 1 January 202125  
 

Countries Women in parliament 
 Lower or single house Upper house or Senate 
Afghanistan 27.0 27.9 
Armenia 22.7 ----- 
Azerbaijan 18.2 ----- 
Bhutan 14.9 16.0 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 46.2 55.6 
Botswana 10.8 ----- 
Burkina Faso 6.3 ----- 
Burundi 38.2 41.0 
Central African Republic 8.6 ----- 
Chad 15.4 ----- 
Eswatini 9.6 40.0 
Ethiopia 38.8 32.0 
Kazakhstan 27.1 18.8 
Kyrgyzstan 17.1 ----- 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 27.5 ----- 
Lesotho 23.2 21.2 
Malawi 22.9 ----- 
Mali 27.3 ----- 
Mongolia 17.3 ----- 
Nepal 32.7 37.9 
Niger 25.9 ----- 
North Macedonia 39.2 ----- 
Paraguay 15.0 17.8 
Republic of Moldova 24.8 ----- 
Rwanda 61.3 38.5 
South Sudan 28.5 12.0 
Tajikistan 23.8 22.6 
Turkmenistan 25.0 ----- 
Uganda 34.9 ----- 
Uzbekistan 32.7 23.0 
Zambia 16.8 ----- 
Zimbabwe 31.9 43.8 
Average 25.3 29.9 
Average for Lower and Upper 
Houses 

27.6 

 

 
25https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Wom
en-in-politics-2021-en.pdf 
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ANNEX 5: LLDCs that ratified the Biodiversity Convention and the Nagoya Protocol 
 

Countries Ratification of the Biological 
Convention (date of ratification)26 

Ratification of the Nagoya 
Protocol (date of ratification)27 

Afghanistan 2002-09-19  2018-06-06  
Armenia 1993-05-14  --- 
Azerbaijan 2000-08-03  --- 
Bhutan 1995-08-25  2013-09-30  
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 1994-10-03  2016-10-06  
Botswana 1995-10-12  2013-02-21  
Burkina Faso 1993-09-02  2014-01-10  
Burundi 1997-04-15  2014-07-03  
Central African Republic 1995-03-15  2018-07-27  
Chad 1994-06-07  2017-10-11  
Eswatini 1994-11-09  2016-09-21  
Ethiopia 1994-04-05  2012-11-16  
Kazakhstan 1994-09-06  2015-06-17  
Kyrgyzstan 1996-08-06  2015-06-15  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 1996-09-20  2012-09-26  
Lesotho 1995-01-10 2014-11-12  
Malawi 1994-02-02 2014-08-26  
Mali 1995-03-29  2016-08-31  
Mongolia 1993-09-30 2013-05-21  
Nepal 1993-11-23  2018-12-28  
Niger 1995-07-25  2014-07-02  
North Macedonia 1997-12-02  ----- 
Paraguay 1994-02-24  ----- 
Republic of Moldova 1995-10-20  2016-08-24  
Rwanda 1996-05-29  2012-03-20  
South Sudan 2014-02-17  ------ 
Tajikistan 1997-10-29  2013-09-04  
Turkmenistan 1996-09-18  2020-11-04  
Uganda 1993-09-08  2014-06-25 
Uzbekistan 1995-07-19 ----- 
Zambia 1993-05-28  2016-05-20  
Zimbabwe 1994-11-11  2017-09-01  

 

 
26 https://www.cbd.int/information/parties.shtml 
27 https://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-protocol/signatories/ 


