
Briefing Session
Group of LLDCs, UN-OHRLLS
3 December 2020

Valerie Picard, Deputy Director, Alliance - ICC

Loren Hall, Trade and Logistics Officer, Alliance - CIPE

Camille Louyot, Partnership Manager, Alliance - ICC



A world where cross-border trade is simple, fast and cost-effective, 
creating new business opportunities, enabling greater economic and 
social development 
and reducing poverty.

OUR VISION

To enhance trade facilitation by bringing together the public and 
private sectors as equal partners to identify and deliver commercially-
meaningful reforms in developing and least developed countries.

OUR MISSION

Our work helps 
governments to implement 

the World Trade 
Organization’s Trade 

Facilitation Agreement.

ABOUT US





Local Private Sector
Businesses, SMEs, Chambers of 
Commerce

Government
Ministries, Customs, 
other border agencies

Project

The Alliance
Public-private expertise, technical 
assistance, best practices

Private Sector (Global)
Resources, expertise in moving goods 
around the world, best practices

APPROACH

THE IMPORTANCE OF PARTNERSHIPS



KEY CRITERIA
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

• Taking joint ownership in developing and implementing projects and joint 

accountability for delivering results 

• Fostering trust between the two sectors through public-private dialogues and 

collaboration 

• Private sector working collaboratively towards a common good

• Demonstrating impact for business: measurable reduction in time and cost of 

trade 
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SUPPORTING COUNTRIES TO INTRODUCE EPHYTOS 

The Alliance is working with the International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) to introduce the IPPC ePhyto Solution which allows countries to 
electronically exchange ePhytos with each other through a central hub, quickly, 
accurately and at low cost. 

• Reduces the risk of loss, damage or fraud to the certificates

• Makes trade of agricultural and food products safer, faster 
and cheaper

• Provides seamless ePhyto exchange with other countries (currently 80 
countries, including the EU and US, and growing)

• Reduces the administrative burden on both border agencies and 
businesses

• Transmit globally accepted certificates safely, securely, 
and instantaneously

https://www.tradefacilitation.org/the-ephyto-solution/


IMPACT

THE TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT 

BUSINESS GOVERNMENT CONSUMER

Reduce trade costs 

by 14.3%
and boost global trade by 

USD 1T 

Drive efficiency of border 
agencies and enhance revenue 

collection 30% reduction 

in physical inspections 
in Colombia

Deliver better value for 
consumers and protect food 
security, as well as create 

20M jobs, mostly in 

developing countries



TFA

STATUS OF RATIFICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION



New initiative on Covid-19 vaccine launched
The Alliance and the US-ASEAN Business Council (USABC) have joined 
forces to identify the real-world obstacles faced when vaccines and related 
medical equipment are imported into ASEAN countries.

Sectoral priorities reinforced
Healthcare, agri-food, and e-commerce are among the top areas of 
intervention the Alliance is focusing on to contribute to recovery and 
resilience. 

Momentum for trade facilitation 
The Covid-19 crisis has highlighted the need for sustainable trade 
facilitation reforms which will help countries to recover from the crisis 
and boost their resilience against future shocks. 

OUR COVID-19 RESPONSE


