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Director of ceremonies, 

Representative of the United Nations Office of the High 

Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States (OHRLLS); 

Representative of the Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of Botswana to the United Nations; 

 Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA); 

 Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Latin America (ECLAC) 

 Representative of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE) 

Representative of the African Development Bank 

Distinguished Guests and Participants; 

 Ladies And Gentlemen; Good Morning/Afternoon 

 

• Let me start by extending my sincere appreciation to the United 

Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 



Developing States (OHRLLS) for trusting the Republic of Botswana to 
jointly organise this workshop. I further acknowledge the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African 

Development Bank, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America (ECLAC) and United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(ECE) for their cooperation in ensuring the success of this training 

workshop.  
• My appreciation is also extended to all the participants for their 

invaluable input and injecting and maintaining a sense of urgency and 

heightened awareness about the issue before us.  
• It is my great pleasure to have been part of these timely discussions, 

and from the interventions made over the past 3 days of this training, 

it is quite clear that there is a genuine need for strengthening capacity 
to develop bankable transport infrastructure projects for enhanced 

connectivity in Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) because their 

geographical constraint and remoteness create many challenges to be 
land-linked. 

• What has emerged from their input is incumbent for all of us to act, 

and to act now, if we hope to equip ourselves with knowledge and 
skills required on preparing viable or bankable projects to expand or 

upgrade our transport infrastructure; to better understand the 

requirements of banks and donors, to be privy to available funding 
opportunities, to develop supportive regulatory frameworks and enable 

environments to attract more infrastructure financing; and on use of 
the Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) to develop transport 



infrastructure towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

• As the participants so convincingly argued, transport sector plays a 

fundamental role in improving access to economic opportunities and 

social services by bridging both the travelling distances and the 
communication links across our countries and beyond. It is therefore 

without doubt that transport connectivity is crucial for the achievement 
of the SDG’s in the Least Landlocked Developing Communities (LLDCs), 

who because of their geographical locations require an efficient transit 
transport system in order to effectively participate in global trade. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

• As has already noted, this training came as a recommendation from 
the Midterm Review (MTR) of the implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action for LLDCs for the Decade 2014 – 2024 that 

extensively analysed transport connectivity for LLDCs.  
• A great deal of work lies ahead of us. With the enhanced skills 

achieved, it is up to us to push ahead in implementing the 

recommendations of this training by actively participating in transport 
corridors developments, as it constitutes opportunities for LLDCs to 

access the sea and the global markets. We have noted that, the 

corridor concept has led to the development of good road and border 
infrastructure especially in Africa. The main challenge that needs to be 

addressed include domesticating the corridor policies into national laws 

and legislations of LLDCs and infrastructure development. The COVID-
19 pandemic has also brought to light the vital role of the efficient 



functioning corridors to facilitate smooth cross border activities and to 
promote coordinated actions to maintain transport connectivity. 

• In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen, let me echo in our Permanent 

Secretary of Transport’s opening remarks that, for our countries to 

have proper infrastructure, we need to develop capacities of our people 
to enable them to design policies, to build hard and soft infrastructure 

that is key to improve connectivity to regional and global markets. It 
is also evident that as landlocked countries, we are in short of 

resources to develop infrastructure without the involvement of 

financial institutions hence the need to develop bankable transport 
infrastructure projects that meet the expectations of the investors. 

 
Thank you for your attention. 

 
 
     

 
 

 
  


