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· Excellencies Ministers of Foreign Affairs of LLDCs here Present;
· Your Excellency Mr. Philemon Yang, President of the 79th session of the UN General Assembly;
· Your Excellency, Mr. Robert Rae, President of the ECOSOC;
· Ms. Rabab Fatima, Under-Secretary-General OHRLLS and Secretary-General of the Third United Nations Conference on the Landlocked Developing Countries;
· Heads of UN Agencies;
· Excellencies;
· Ladies and gentlemen.
1. Good afternoon.

2. I welcome you all to our 23rd Annual Ministerial Meeting, in which marks the less than 3 months to the third UN Conference on LLDCs. 
3. The theme for this Meeting is therefore befitting, on “Building momentum towards Gaborone: Partnering for a decade of action and Transformation in LLDCs”.
Excellencies,
4. At the outset, allow me to congratulate the President of the 79th Session of the General Asemby H.E Mr. Mr. Philemon Yang and the eightieth President of the Economic and Social Council, H.E Ambassador Robert (Bob) Rae.

5. I also take this opportunity to thank you Esteemed Ministers, through your Missions in New York, for the support you accord to me and my Mission in New York, as we endeavor to steer the work of our Group. We have been able to progress with ease, during our tenure as the Chair of the Group, as a result of your unwavering support.
Excellencies,
6. As the third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDC3) to be held in Gaborone, Botswana, from the 10th to 13th of December, is fast approaching; I hope that we can take this moment to reflect on how we can shift the developmental trajectory of the Landlocked countries, for the next decade. 
7. We are going into the LLDC3 in the backdrop of global economic headwinds, the devastating impact of climate change, increasing debt and an increasingly complex international environment. 

8. We, the LLDCs therefore, count on the support of development partners and the UN system to support the transformative vision contained in our new Programme of Action for LLDCs. We look forward with much enthusiasm and optimism to adopt this new Programme of Action, which constitutes a unique opportunity to elevate our priorities and to bring visibility to our needs at the global policy level. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
9. I believe it is no coincidence that this is the first time the Conference will be hosted in Africa. Africa is home to almost half of all LLDCs, of which half of them are also LDCs. In this regard, it was an easy decision for my Government to offer to Host the Conference – notwithstanding the pressure of time to prepare.  Nonetheless, Botswana is making all necessary efforts to ensure that the Conference is both successful and renews our ambition for the next 10 years.

10. I am delighted to inform you that the Preparatory Committee for the LLDC3 Conference has already agreed on the Conference’s outcome document – the New Programme of Action. As the Chair of the Group, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Co-Chairs of the Committee – The Permanent Representatives of Mongolia and Austria, for the their sterling job and successfully concluding this process.
11. This document which will be formally adopted in December during the LLDC3 Conference, features a new five priority areas that represent issues of central importance to our Group of Countries. In addition, it features some concrete deliverables that are intended to accelerate progress towards structural transformation in LLDCs’ development.
12. These deliverables which will also engender significant synergies with the Sustainable Development Goals will represent the practical manifestation of the commitments of Member States to the LLDCs. I welcome all our partners to explore avenues for cooperation to actualize and implement these deliverables in the aftermath of the Conference. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On Botswana’s Preparedness for the Conference
13. Gaborone is eagerly waiting to welcome you all in December.
· Following the UN Secretary General’s Invitation Letter, My President has also appended his signature inviting all Head of States and Government of the United Nations to the Conference. The Letters have been be shared with all your Mission in New York and transmitted in the Room today.
· We have identified a Conference Facility- The Royal Arria- which the UN has visited twice – and has approved of it. As the USG Ms. Rabab Fatima would inform you in her briefing- the Facility has enough capacity to accommodate the Mandated Meetings of the UN, Five High-Level Meetings and Side Events.
· Ambassador Gladys Mokhawa- PR of Botswana to the UN intends to give a comprehensive briefing of the Logistical arrangements, including flights, Hotels and other arrangements) in October- subsequent to the last UN Planning Mission to Gaborone.
14. I therefore look forward to hosting you and your Delegations in my beautiful city.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
15. On the business of today; as per practice we will at the end of this meeting, adopt a Draft Ministerial Declaration that our Ambassadors in New York has endorsed.  
16. Allow me here to highlight a few concrete decisions and initiatives that we will adopt today;
17. Firstly- Through my Mission here – as the Chair of the Group - Has initiated a process to call for the Group to be registered as a negotiating Group with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat. As the Draft Letter would stipulate; this interest stems from our decision we made in 2022 in our Ministerial Declaration. Furthermore, last year my President convened a High-Level Meeting during COP28, where our Leaders reiterated this call.  In this regard, I encourage all of us to ensure that either our Heads of States sign the Draft Letter or could be signed by US – the Ministers of Foreign Affairs – s a call to the UNFCCC to initiate a process of registration of the LLDCS.
18. Secondly, I am happy that the President of the General Assembly is with us, this Afternoon. Mr. President, the LLDCs have first-hand experience on the effectiveness of the PGA Board of Advisors for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS, to raise awareness and build important momentum on the issues related to our Group. We therefore, request for its continuity during your Term and your support to as we propose for the Board to be mandated as a permanent advisory mechanism of the General Assembly.
19. Thirdly, I wish to acknowledge the convening powers of the Presidents of ECOSOC and the General Assembly on highlighting the interests of the LLDCs. I had the honour to participate in a very successful GA - ECOSOC LLDCs Thematic Event, last year December. I therefore call on You Excellencies- to continue this trend during this Session, as the LLDCs will yet embark on an ultimate journey of implementation of the New Programme of Action.
20. For USG Rabab Fatima, we thank you immensely for your support to our Group and more especially to Botswana, both as Chair and as a Host Country. The preparatory part of the Conference is lot of work – however the most important part is implementation of the decisions and undertakings of the new Programme of Action. Measuring tools are therefore, important to support the LLDCs, UN and other Partners track how we are progressing. In this regard, we task you USG, to support us by developing a Road map on implementation of the new Programme of Action and report back in the next Ministerial Meeting. 
Excellencies 

21. In closing, I would like to emphasize that the success of the Conference will be ultimately contingent upon adequate representation from LLDCs and their partners. I look forward to seeing you in Gaborone in December.
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