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with regular people” MIT Tech Review (Dec 2022)
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 “The first AI technology that has caught fire 
with regular people” MIT Tech Review (Dec 2022)

“estimated to have reached 100 million
monthly active users in January, just two

months after launch, making it the fastest-
growing consumer application in history”

Reuters (Jan 2023) 
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uncovering patterns from data through optimization
processes 
future-making on the basis of past patterns 
assume complex behavior can be simplified, "frozen in
time" and captured in data 

Tools of abstraction  



LOWER-STAKE SYSTEMS 

@Abebab



LOWER-STAKE SYSTEMS 

@Abebab



LOWER-STAKE SYSTEMS 

@Abebab



SOCIAL SYSTEMS

@Abebab



SOCIAL SYSTEMS

@Abebab



SOCIAL SYSTEMS

@Abebab



The more socially complex a problem is,
the less capable machine learning

systems are in capturing the phenomena
in a model.
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social infrastructure of ML   

for-profit 
a handful corps hold outsided influence 
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The percent of papers with Big Tech author affiliations increased from 11% to 58%.

The values encoded in machine learning research (Birhane et al.,2022)
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social infrastructure of ML   

for-profit 
a handful corps hold outsided influence 
exploitation of labour (content moderation)  
borderline illegal and harmful data practices 



LARGE SCALE DATASETS

@Abebab Birhane & Prabhu (2021)
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Multimodal datasets: misogyny, pornography, and malignant stereotypes (Birhane et al., 2022b)



LARGE SCALE DATASETS

@Abebab Birhane, et al (2022b)



DALL-E
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Stable Diffusion
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Midjourney 
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npr (Oct 2023) 
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Into the LAIONs Den: Investigating Hate in Multimodal Datasets (Birhane et al.,2023a)
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Into the LAIONs Den: Investigating Hate in Multimodal Datasets (Birhane et al.,2023a)
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On Hate Scaling Laws For Data-Swamps (Birhane et al.,2023b)
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Halfway to the deadline for the 2030 Agenda, the SDG Progress Report;
Special Edition shows we are leaving more than half the world behind.
Progress on more than 50 per cent of targets of the SDGs is weak and

insufficient; on 30 per cent, it has stalled or gone into reverse. These include
key targets on poverty, hunger and climate.

SDG Progress Report 2023
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SDG Progress Report 2023

“To address this, governments and
stakeholders must target underlying

factors and develop strategies to alleviate
deprivations across multiple dimensions.”

“To achieve the Goals, countries will need
to implement nationally appropriate

universal and sustainble social protection
systems for all.”
SDG1, No poverty 
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To achieve zero hunger by 2030,
urgent coordinated action and policy

solutions are imperative to address
entrenched inequalities, transform
food systems, invest in sustainable

agricultural practices, and reduce and
mitigate the impact of conflict and

the pandemic on global nutrition and  
food security.

SDG2, Zero hunger 

SDG Progress Report 2023
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To overcome these setbacks and
address long-standing health care

shortcomings, increased investment
in health systems is needed to

support countries in their recovery
and build resilience against future

health threats.

SDG3, Good health and wellbeing

SDG Progress Report 2023
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To deliver on Goal 4, education
financing must become a national
investment priority. Furthermore,

measures such as making education
free and compulsory, increasing the
number of teachers, improving basic
school infrastructure and embracing
digital transformation are essential.

SDG4, Quality education

SDG Progress Report 2023
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Political leadership, investments and
comprehensive policy reforms are

needed to dismantle systemic barriers
to achieving Goal 5. Gender equality is
a cross-cutting objective and must be

a key focus of national policies,
budgets and institutions.

SDG5, Gender equality 

SDG Progress Report 2023
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"It is much nicer, it is much more comfortable,
to have some device, say the computer, with

which to flood the schools, and then to sit back
and say, "You see, we are doing something

about it, we are helping," than to confront ugly
social realities." Weizenbaum (1985)
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mislead us into wishful thinking that complex social
problems can be solved by data and models
distract attention and resources away from root
causes 
enable new risks and vulnerabilities

Tech-solutionism 
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what is the problem and its history?
what are the root causes? 
what are the most effective way to address these root
causes? 
who is at the table? 
what is the project’s vision or theory of change? 
what are the potential negative consequences?  

Genuine social transformation 
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Conditions for a true “AI  for good”

must be built, controlled, and owned by indigenous
peoples, to serve the needs of indigenous peoples, in a

manner that is informed by and grounded in
indigenous epistemologies, experiences and needs


