[image: image1.png]


 

Application for Financial Assistance
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea Trust Fund
 

	Applicant State

	State:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	Date of entry into force of United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea for applicant State:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


	Ministry/Institution in Charge of Preparation of This Application

	Name of Ministry/Institution:

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	Contact person responsible for this application:

	Mr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

 Mrs./Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Last name: 

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

			First name: 

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

			Middle Initial(s): 

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

			Title:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


	

	Work contact information:
	Postal Address:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	City / ZIP / Country:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	Email:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	 Tel. No.:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	Fax. No.:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	Official undertaking:
	Should this application be approved, I herewith undertake to supply the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea with a final statement of account providing details of the expenditures made from the approved amounts, to be certified by an auditor acceptable to the United Nations.

	Signature:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     
	Date
	      /       /      

 FORMTEXT 
     


                               Official Government Seal:

	Purpose of the Financial Assistance

	A) This application refers to the following kind of case before the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) , including its Seabed Disputes Chamber and any other Chamber (check all that applies):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1- A case to be submitted.

	
	Other State(s) involved in the case:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2- A case already submitted.

	
	Case title and number:      

 FORMTEXT 
     
Other State(s) involved in the case:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	B) This application refers to the following phase of the proceedings (check all that applies):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1- Merits, where jurisdiction is not an issue.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2- Any other phase of the proceedings. Please specify:      

 FORMTEXT 
     


	Description of the Financial Assistance Requested

	A) Nature of the case

	
	Please attach a description of the nature of the case which is to be, or has been, brought by or against your Government.

	B) Estimated costs

	
	Currency:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	Total amount:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	Please attach an itemized list of estimated costs for which assistance is requested. The following information should be specified for each expense:
· Description of the expense;

· Amount of the expense; 

· Phase of the proceedings to which the expense relates; 

· Type of expense (specify which of sub-paragraphs a) through d) of paragraph 9 of the Terms of Reference applies. If none applies, indicate ‘other’)



	
	Please attach a copy of receipts or invoices documenting each of the expenses for which assistance is requested.



	

	Travel policy applied with regard to airfare costs: economy class airfare following the most cost effective route, arriving the day before the proceedings and departing the evening of the last day of the proceedings, or the following day.



	Instructions for the Submission of This Application


The official submission of this application form with all required documentation specified above in the check-lists must be made exclusively through the Permanent Mission to the United Nations of the Applicant State to:

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea

Office of Legal Affairs
Attn: Mr. Francois Bailet
Room DC2-0450

United Nations

New York, NY 10017

USA

Only typewritten or electronic format applications will be accepted.   
For electronic version see:   www.un.org/depts/los/forms/TFITLOS.doc 
To expedite processing, please also e-mail this application form together with the supporting documentation specified above in the check-lists to: doalos@un.org, with copy to Mr. Francois Bailet at bailet@un.org, or fax to: +1-917-963-5847, Attn. Mr. Francois Bailet
	CHECK-LIST:

Make sure to enclose the following documents with this application form
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Description of the nature of the case which is to be, or has been, brought by or against your Government;

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Itemized list of estimated costs for which assistance is requested;

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Receipts or invoices documenting each of the expenses for which assistance is requested;

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certification of the final statement of account by an auditor acceptable to the United Nations


NOTE: A form submitted without all of the information requested on pages 1-2, or without all of the forms listed in the above check-list will be deemed incomplete and the request for financial assistance will not be processed.
	For Official Use Only

	Date of receipt of the present application:       /       /      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	

	Date of meeting(s) of panel of experts:       /       /      

 FORMTEXT 
     

	

	Outcome - the application is 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 approved in the amount of      

 FORMTEXT 
      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 rejected
	


Terms of reference, guidelines and rules (from A/RES/55/7 – Annex I)


Reasons for establishing the Trust Fund

1.
Part XV of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (“the Convention”) provides for the settlement of disputes. In particular, article 287 specifies that States are free to choose one or more of the following means:


(a)
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea;


(b)
The International Court of Justice;


(c)
An arbitral tribunal;


(d)
A special arbitral tribunal.

2.
The Secretary-General already operates a Trust Fund for the International Court of Justice (see A/47/444). The Permanent Court of Arbitration has established a Financial Assistance Fund. The burden of costs should not be a factor for States, in making the choices under article 287, in deciding whether a dispute should be submitted to the Tribunal or in deciding upon the response to an application made to the Tribunal by others. For these reasons, it was decided to create a Trust Fund for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (“the Tribunal”).



Object and purpose of the Trust Fund

3.
This Trust Fund (“the Fund”) is established by the Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 55/7 and pursuant to the Agreement on Cooperation and Relationship between the United Nations and the Tribunal of 18 December 1997 (resolution 52/251, annex).

4.
The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial assistance to States parties to the Convention for expenses incurred in connection with cases submitted, or to be submitted, to the Tribunal, including its Seabed Disputes Chamber and any other Chamber.

5.
Assistance, which will be provided in accordance with the following terms and conditions, should only be provided in appropriate cases, principally those proceeding to the merits where jurisdiction is not an issue, but in exceptional circumstances may be provided for any phase of the proceedings.



Contributions to the Fund

6.
The Secretary-General invites States, intergovernmental organizations, national institutions, non-governmental organizations, as well as natural and juridical persons, to make voluntary financial contributions to the Fund.



Application for assistance

7.
An application for assistance from the Fund may be submitted by any State party to the Convention. The application should describe the nature of the case which is to be, or has been, brought by or against the State concerned and should provide an estimate of the costs for which financial assistance is requested. The application should contain a commitment to supply a final statement of account of the expenditures made from approved amounts, to be certified by an auditor acceptable to the United Nations.



Panel of experts

8.
The Secretary-General will establish a panel of experts, normally three persons of the highest professional standing, to make recommendations on each request. The task of each panel is to examine the application and to recommend to the Secretary-General the amount of the financial assistance to be given, the phase or phases of the proceedings in respect of which assistance is to be given and the types of expenses for which the assistance may be used.



Granting of assistance

9.
The Secretary-General will provide financial assistance from the Fund on the basis of the recommendations of the panel of experts. Payments will be made against receipts showing expenditures made in respect of approved costs. The latter may include:


(a)
Preparing the application and the written pleadings;


(b)
Professional fees of counsel and advocates for written and oral pleadings;


(c)
Travel and expenses of legal representation in Hamburg during the various phases of a case;


(d)
Execution of an Order of Judgment of the Tribunal, such as marking a boundary in the territorial sea.



Application of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations

10.
The Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations will apply to the administration of the Fund, including the procedures for audit.



Reporting

11.
An annual report on the activities of the Fund, including details of the contributions to and disbursements from the Fund, will be made to the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention.



Implementing office

12.
The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs is the implementing office for this Fund and provides the services for the operation of the Fund.



Offers of professional assistance

13.
The implementing office also maintains a list of offers of professional assistance which may be made on a reduced fee basis by suitably qualified persons or bodies. If an applicant for assistance so requests, the implementing office will make the list of offers available to it for its consideration and decision; both financial and other assistance may be extended in respect of the same case or phase thereof.



Revision

14.
The General Assembly may revise the above if circumstances so require.

�











� For the terms of reference, guidelines and rules of the Trust Fund General Assembly see resolution 55/7 reproduced in the appendix of this form
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