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H.E. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  

 

• It is a privilege to take part in this meeting. 

 

• Preparations for the LDC5 Conference have begun amid unprecedented disruptions in the 

global economy and world trade.  

 

• As economies at all levels of development work to rebound from the ongoing impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the resolve of the international community to support its weakest 

members will be more important than ever. 

 

• Since the adoption of the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA), the WTO has closely 

collaborated with UN processes to track its implementation with regard to trade. Over the 

intervening decade, we have seen substantial accomplishments in enhancing LDCs 

participation in global trade. These include concrete decisions on Duty-free and Quota-free 

market access (DFQF), Preferential Rules of Origin, and the LDC Services Waiver. Other 

achievements such as the Trade Facilitation Agreement have reduced constraints on trade, with 

meaningful results for LDCs. 

 

• LDCs remain at the center of the development dimension of the multilateral trading system. 

They are accorded continued flexibilities in implementing WTO rules and disciplines. The 
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WTO welcomed six LDC members since the adoption of the IPoA. Currently, eight LDCs are 

in the process of accession to the WTO aided by specific guidelines to facilitate their accession.   

 

• The reality, however, remains that LDCs have not been able to take full advantage of the 

opportunities on offer. Too many LDCs confront the same daunting challenges they faced in 

2011: weak productive as well as institutional capacity, with the result being that preferential 

market access often goes under-utilized. 

 

• LDCs’ trade performance in aggregate has fallen short of what we had hoped for a decade ago. 

Far from doubling their share in world trade, LDCs have struggled to maintain the share from 

a decade ago. And they remain minor participants in services trade.   

 

• Excessive reliance on a handful of products with high price and demand volatility, as well as 

on a few traditional markets, have left LDCs particularly exposed to the ongoing global 

economic contractions. Merchandise exports of LDCs has seen a sharper decline of 30% in the 

second quarter of 2020, compared to a drop in global exports of 21%. 

 

• These are the daunting facts we must bear in mind as we draw up a blueprint of support 

measures for LDCs in the next decade. 

 

• Flexible trade rules or favourable market access conditions cannot substitute for effective trade 

capacity building. The WTO's Aid for Trade initiative – which will have a stock taking online 

event, from 23 to 25 March 2021, to examine the trade impacts of the pandemic - provides a 

forum to discuss the underlying trade problematique in developing countries and LDCs and to 

seek solutions. The  WTO is also a partner of the Enhanced Integrated Framework which has 

been responding to trade needs in LDCs.  

 

• Expansion of trade, access to new markets, and possible improvements in the implementation 

of LDC-specific decisions in the WTO should remain at the forefront of LDC agenda.  

 

• At the same time, the pandemic has accelerated changes brought about by technological 

change, particularly with regard to digital innovations. These new forces are also reflected in 

discussions at the WTO in various formats, where groups of members are looking at issues 
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from prospective e-commerce rules to the gender dimensions of trade. There are also initiatives 

on investment facilitation, services domestic regulations and for small businesses.   

 

• The LDC5 should look at all such developments to better understand LDCs’ special needs and 

opportunities in these emerging arenas. 

 

• We need to acknowledge one bright spot, i.e. one quarter of LDCs are now in the process of 

graduation from LDC status. Regrettably, this hard-won achievement is threatened by the 

pandemic. Trade and development partners may need to attach special attention to the 

challenges of graduating LDCs. 

 

• Against the backdrop of pandemic-related uncertainty, WTO Members are currently working 

to set a date for its next Ministerial Conference - MC12. This conference, which like LDC5 

had to be postponed, could serve as a springboard for a successful LDC5. 

 

• We hope LDC5 will build a strong foundation of collaboration in support of LDC integration 

into the global economy. We hope to see a greater number of LDCs make solid socio-economic 

progress in the coming decade. We need to build on the lessons learned to enhance economic 

growth and resilience in LDCs.  

 

• The WTO remains committed to work closely with the UN and other international 

organizations to ensure a successful LDC5.  

__________ 

 


