
1 
 

Organizational session of the Preparatory Committee 

of the Fifth United Nations  Conference on the Least Developed Countries 

 8 February 2021 

 

UNESCO Statement 

 

Dear High Representative, 

Dear Delegates, 

Excellencies, 

 

UNESCO is in the process of preparation of its Medium-Term Strategy for 2022-2029. In its 

Preliminary Proposals, the Director-General highlighted that UNESCO would “work to 

intensify action to fight poverty and to reduce inequalities within and between countries, with 

a special focus on least developed countries”.  

 

In light of the multiple challenges induced by pandemic, UNESCO data show that the trends 

are troubling: inequalities are raising within and between countries, disproportionately 

affecting the more vulnerable and disadvantaged communities. Schools were fully closed for 

an average of more than two-thirds of an academic year in many Least Developed Countries 

with devastating consequences for learners, teachers and educators.   

 

In the leading up to the LDC5 Conference, UNESCO highlights the need for: 

- increased prioritization of funding for education within pandemic response plans, and 

reinforced efforts to achieve SDG 4 in the LDCs;  

 

- addressing extreme poverty and growing inequalities; promoting inclusion and 

combatting discrimination, hate speech and raising extremism; 

 

- ensuring that culture and creative industries- which are economic drivers and conveyers 

of resilience - are not left behind; 

 

- strengthening science, technology and innovation capacities and policies;  
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- addressing global climate change by means of the sustainable management of the 

environment and ecosystems, biodiversity, water and oceans;  

 

- fostering a technological environment in the service of humankind through the 

development of ethical standards; 

 

- addressing the global decline in press freedom and the emergence of new forms of 

disinformation;  

 

- empower youth to drive change, eradicate poverty, and foster a culture of peace. 

 

UNESCO remains committed to further support the least developed countries in their efforts 

towards the achievement of the SDGs and building back better. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 


