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Opening 
 
Vice-President of the Republic of Malawi, Honourable Dr. Saulos Klaus Chilima, 
 
Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu 
 
Director-General of the WHO, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, Ms. Vera Songwe, 
 
Excellencies, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is an honour to join Ministers from Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and partners from Africa to 
reflect on the future of development on the Continent. 
 
It comes at a pivotal moment -- a time of unprecedented challenges. 
 
Global human development is on course to decline for the first time since 1990.  
 
And an analysis by UNDP found that 1 billion people could be living in extreme poverty by the year 
2030 -- a quarter as a direct result of the pandemic.1 
 
Yet there is another way -- it requires our focus on five pivotal areas. 
 

1. The Green Economy 
 
At this moment, the pandemic is not our only global challenge. 
 
The world faces the looming threat of climate change and the ongoing destruction of our natural 
world. 
 
Indeed, UNDP’s latest Human Development Report argues that the pandemic is just the latest crisis 
facing the world -- and unless humans release their grip on nature, it will not be the last. 
 
Yet, in many ways, we already have the solutions. 
 
In particular, the Green Economy concept is key. 
																																																													
1	https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID-
19_could_push_extreme_poverty_over_1_billion_people_2030.html		
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It demonstrated that the greening of economies is a new engine for growing wealth, increasing 
decent employment, and reducing persistent poverty.2 
 
At present, UNDP is helping to insert the “DNA” of a green economy into all COVID-19 recovery and 
stimulus measures. 
 
That includes our support to over 115 countries to enhance their Nationally Determined 
Contributions through our ambitious Climate Promise. 
 
And an accelerated energy transition is key. 
 
With the proper investment and support of key international partners, Africa has the potential to 
“leapfrog” towards clean and renewable energy that can create millions of new green jobs.3 
 

2. Governance 
 
We have seen how the pandemic is putting immense strains on governance. 
 
Over 60% of countries have regressed on basic rights in 2020 as a result of measures to tackle 
the pandemic.4  
 
This must not become the “new normal”. 
  
At this vital moment, the United Nations family will continue to pool vital resources and know-how to 
support effective, transparent, and accountable governance systems at all levels. 
 
This will continue to be the stable foundations needed to create much-needed opportunities.  
 
 

3. Access to Finance/Debt Relief 
 
Finance, as always, is fundamental at a time when debt crises loom. 
 
This situation calls for a combination of additional concessional financing, timely debt relief, and 
transformative reforms -- including strategic use of catalytic blended finance solutions to attract 
sustainable private investment. 
 
To this end, UNDP is working closely with the UN Capital Development Fund on joint offers to provide 
advisory services, loans and guarantees as catalytic capital to mobilize additional resources.  
 
We will also offer specialised support to harness the incredible potential of digital finance -- including 
to channel resources towards the SDGs. 
 
 

																																																													
2 https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/01/1056082  
3 IRENA points out that this accelerated energy transition could create an additional 5.5 million jobs globally by the year 
2023 compared to previous scenarios. See: https://www.irena.org/publications/2020/Jun/Post-COVID-Recovery 
4 https://www.idea.int/news-media/news/nearly-half-democracies-have-regressed-basic-rights-2020-measures-
combat-covid-19  
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4. The Digital Transformation 
 
UNDP is also helping countries across the world to take advantage of the power of the ongoing digital 
transformation.5 
 
Through initiatives like our UNDP Accelerator Labs, UNDP is working with communities in 116 
countries to surface innovations that can create new jobs – including through the use of technology.6 
 
UNDP is also providing targeted support to communities that hold enormous innovation, creativity, 
and economic potential. 
 
This month, UNDP opened the Africa Borderlands Centre that will offer specialised support to Africa’s 
border regions -- home to some 270 million people: a combined population significantly larger than 
any single state on the Continent. 
 
Indeed, affordable broadband will be key. A worthwhile investment of $428 billion could achieve 
universal broadband connectivity by 2030.7 
 
 

5. Social Protection 
 
At his very moment, over half of the global population lacks healthcare and social security -- a gap 
that was more apparent ever as millions of people lost jobs and livelihoods overnight.8 
 
At UNDP, we put forward the idea of the introduction of a Temporary Basic Income to enable nearly 
three billion people to stay at home – slowing the spread of the virus.9 
 
We want to continue this conversation. 
 
A new study by UNDP and the International Labour Organisation raises the urgent need to scale-
up innovative approaches to expand social protection coverage in sub-Saharan Africa -- including 
schemes designed to correct gender inequalities.10 
 
Closing  
 
Excellencies, 
 

																																																													
5 As the pandemic hit, UNDP was able to offer timely digital assistance to Governments so that they were able to function 
remotely -- for instance, in Sudan.  
https://www.sd.undp.org/content/sudan/en/home/presscenter/articles/2020/keeping-sudan_s-government-
connected--ensuring-safe-distance-thr.html  
In Uganda, UNDP helped to launch a new e-commerce platform to keep SMEs in the informal trade sector afloat as the 
country went into lockdown. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/08/1070102 
6  To give just one surprising result -- the labs helped to roll-out of robots in COVID-19 health centres in Rwanda to minimize 
contact between patients and health workers.  
https://www.africa.undp.org/content/rba/en/home/presscenter/articles/2020/undp-deploys-smart-anti--
epidemic-robots-to-fight-against-covid-.html 
7 https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/Pages/PR16-2020-ITU-publishes-Connecting-Humanity-study.aspx  
8 https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_675946/lang--en/index.htm  
9 Our analysis estimated that it would cost from $199 billion per month to provide a time-bound, guaranteed basic 
income to the 2.7 billion people living below or just above the poverty line in 132 developing countries. 
10 https://www.africa.undp.org/content/rba/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2021/amidst-the-covid-19-
pandemic--a-new-undp-report-in-collaboration.html  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
UNDP will continue to work alongside countries in Africa and LDCs to help them to build forward 
better from this devastating pandemic. 
 
The challenges remain great -- but if we continue to work together on the areas outlined today, we 
will be able to forge a clear pathway towards a greener, more inclusive, and more sustainable 
future.  
 
Thank you.  
 
END  


