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Madam Chair,  

Allow me to begin by congratulating their Excellencies Ambassador Rabab Fatima of Bangladesh 

and Ambassador Robert Rae of Canada on their election as the co-chairs for the Preparatory 

Committee for the 5th Conference for the Least Developed Countries. I also take this opportunity 

to thank the government of the State of Qatar through Her Excellency Ambassador Alya Ahmed 

Saif Al-Thani for graciously offering to host the Conference. Lastly, I wish to extend my gratitude 

to His Excellency Ambassador Perks Master Clemency Ligoya of the Republic of Malawi for his 

stewardship of the LDC group.  

 

The long journey towards LDC 5 in Qatar begins amidst this devastating pandemic that has not 

only devastated lives but has also structurally weakened economies across the globe but most 

importantly in the least developed countries. Our collective resolve to not leave anyone behind 

should now be more stronger than ever and We must also ensure that we don’t just leave no one 

behind, but that the furthest behind are put first. 

 

Recalling the Istanbul programme of Action back in 2011, all least developed countries are lagging 

behind in science, technology and innovation. Acquiring new technologies and building domestic 

capacity, a knowledge base and promoting indigenous capacity on a sustainable basis for 



research and development are needed to enhance productive capacities in least developed 

countries. 

 

Madam Co-Chair, as we begin this important process for the LDCs in these challenging times due 

to the pandemic of COVID-19, major challenges continue to face the LDCs. Recent studies 

indicated that by 2030, one billion people could be living in extreme poverty, climate crisis is 

getting worse, HIV/AIDS and TB are continuing to impact the LDCs making it difficult to achieve 

the SDGs. 

 

The call to establish the UN technology Bank to improve least developed countries’ scientific 

research and innovation base, promote networking among researchers and research institutions, 

help least developed countries access and utilize critical technologies, and draw together 

bilateral initiatives and support by multilateral institutions and the private sector, building on the 

existing international initiatives, could not be more fitting than during this current pandemic of 

COVID-19. 

 

Madam Chair, COVID-19 has demonstrated the importance of science, technology and 

innovation in responding to a health crisis but has also highlighted the glaring gaps between and 

within countries of which the LDCs were already lagging behind. In promoting, leave no one 

behind, the LDCs must be supported to bridge the digital divide and technology gap in support 

of rapid poverty eradication and sustainable development. Moreover, the level of inequality and 

inequity demonstrated by COVID-19 will require concerted efforts in supporting LDCs to not only 

respond to the COVID-19 but to overcome existing and the emerging challenges during the post-

COVID-19 Recovery period. 

 

The Technology Bank within its mandate since its establishment in 2018 will continue to support 

the LDCs to identify the science, technology, and innovation challenges and opportunities 

they face, and build their capacity to respond as a means to building productive capacities and 

promoting structural transformation.  

 

Madam Chair, the lessons learned in this short period since the establishment of the Technology 

Bank include but not limited to: 

1. Country-led approach enable LDCs to chart their development paths in STI that are 

impact-led to support SDGs 



2. The growing power of technology means its role in economic and social development has 

more potential ever before.  

3. Delaying investments in STI infrastructure will make it harder to catch-up for LDCs in the 

future 

4. Greater scientific cooperation and access to technologies will create development 

opportunities for LDCs in financial inclusion, health, education, climate change, 

agriculture and gender equality 

 

Covid-19 has provided a stark example of how limited access to technology (e.g., medical 

technology) in the face of a crisis can compound challenges and inequality, generating 

momentum on the issue. 

 

The UN Technology Bank will continue to provide LDCs with a voice to chart their own 
development through:  
  

• Supporting LDCs to assess and articulate their needs through country-led technology 
needs assessments. 

• Strengthening Science, Technology and Innovation capacity in LDCs to respond to challenges 
and opportunities towards achieving the SDGs.  

• Facilitating access to appropriate technologies through technology transfer and 
provide access to research and technical knowledge. 

• Strengthening partnerships and coordination of STI between LDCs and relevant 
STI stakeholders.  

 

At this organizational session, the Technology Banks reaffirms its commitment to the LDCs and 

will engage with them in different configurations as they chart their development towards 

building productive capacities and achieving both structural transformation and SDGs through 

science, technology and innovation. 

 

The plight of the LDCs is surmountable through concerted efforts to mobilize additional 

international support measures and actions, in addition to domestic resources, in favour of LDCs 

by adopting and renewing partnerships with development partners, private sector, civil society 

and governments at all levels. 

 

I thank you Madam Chair. 


