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Your Excellency Vice-President of Malawi,

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, and Ladies and Gentlemen;

I wish to thank the Government of Malawi and all partners for organizing this meeting and

for inviting the Civil Society to share our perspective.

The main goal of the Istanbul Program of Action was to enable half of the least developed

countries to meet the criteria for graduation by 2020. This was not achieved. Only three

African countries have graduated, three others scheduled to graduate in 2024. And more are

getting closer and closer to that ambitious goal.

But we don't deny it, great progress has been made in some priority areas, despite the

presence of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has posed a great challenge for the future

graduation prospects of least developed countries.

So briefly, you will agree with me that, in all LDCs in Africa there is a need to solve this

health issue, security issues, to improve access to education, productive employment, and

decent work, which are central planks of the SDGs.

There are many gaps to fill in infrastructure, transport, access to energy, and information

and communications technologies (ICTs) which continue to hold back the development of

productive and trade capacities in LDCs in Africa.

The civil society suggests the matters requiring attention:

For LDCs in Africa, tackling economic, social and environmental challenges, LDCs must:

● Apply all lessons learned from the implementation of the IPoA and national

experiences of successful implementation of the MDGs, including: Give more

importance to the integration of global development agendas into national and

subnational strategies and budgets.



● Identify all obstacles, because if obstacles are identified and then systematically

addressed with precision, progress can be intensified very quickly.

● To development partners, it is important that they support the hard work of capacity

building. And help in the development of good policies and action programs and

also support in the execution.

Knowing that the majority of the population in many African LDCs is made up of young

people, so to achieve the sustainable development objectives, it will be necessary to further

build and realise what the Istanbul Program of Action already recognises: that young people

are necessary resources that need to be maximised, and constitute an opportunity for our

progress.

The ongoing negotiation process for the new Programme of Action will benefit from the vast

experience of young people as agents of change. This is possible if and only if they

participate fully.

For involving young people in policy processes and decision making, it is important that

young people are recognized as equal partners and relevant stakeholders.

In addition, to involve young people in the process, it will be necessary to:

1) Create spaces to engage young people, give them a place at the table,

2) Not only to create and offer this space in a passive way, but to empower young people with

the means to actually use it. For example, with capacity building, awareness raising,

institutional support, financial support, etc.

We must all remember that it is young people's right to be included in processes that will

affect, one way or another, their present life and their future. As we say: “nothing about us,

without us".

Excellencies,

I hope you will find some of these ideas useful for the discussion in this African regional

review meeting.

Thank you for your attention.


