
 

 

Civil Society Consultation in advance of the second session of the 
LDC5 PrepCom   

Remark by KAM Morshed, Senior Director   

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this critical consultation. I am Morshed 
from BRAC, one of the first international NGOs originating in the south that helps 
people fight poverty and injustice.    

Respected co-chairs and colleagues,  
Thank you to the co-chairs of the LDC5 PrepCom, Her Excellency Rabab Fatima, 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the UN, and His Excellency Robert Rae, 
Permanent Representative of Canada to the UN, for incorporating most of our 
recommendations from the prior civil society consultation in advance of the first 
session of the LDC5 PrepCom. 

Respected co-chairs and colleagues,  
We are pleased to see that the Zero draft reflects much of the feedback received from 
the delegates during the first consultation. Let me take this opportunity to emphasize 
three points. 

Respected co-chairs and colleagues,  
LDCs and developing countries, like Bangladesh, heavily depend on the remittances 
sent by migrant workers. Hence, I am delighted to note the inclusion of sections 72 and 
73 in the draft. I think the draft here could carve out the space for the civil society for 
the reintegration of returnee migrants and for the promotion of safe and orderly 
migration, which is often marred by lack of awareness and information. Specifically, 
may I propose a target for section 73 to ensure that the destination countries uphold the 
rights of migrant workers as per the relevant UN convention.  

Respected co-chairs and colleagues,  
Bangladesh is the worst affected country in climate change among the LDC graduates. 
As the situation is beyond the point of reversal, we shall have to bear this growing 
burden. In this context, sections 215 and 216 offer some instrumental guidance. Section 
217’s emphasis on NAP is also a strong point of the draft. However, may I recommend 
that the committee consider the UN’s Global Commission on Adaptation 
recommendations, which was co-hosted by Bangladesh’s Honourable Prime Minister 
H. E. Sheikh Hasina. Especially the recommendations made by the locally-led action 
stream co-led by BRAC on engaging CBOs and NGOs to implement local solutions to 
global problems. 
 
Respected co-chairs and colleagues,  
I am pleased to note section 22 of the draft document, which emphasizes broad-based 
collaboration; the section stops short of defining how such collaboration would look in 



 

 

practice. May I note that while many LDCs profess this broad-based collaboration, the 
non-governmental space for participation is reducing. Hence, may I recommend that a 
section like this is incorporated into the action section and identify a few targets for 
such collaboration. It may be mentioned that the five-year and perspective plans of 
Bangladesh do mention a few areas where the government is committed to partner with 
the NGOs. However, additional clarity is needed concerning financing arrangements.  
 
Respected co-chairs and participants,  
I thank all for allowing me the opportunity to voice the aspirations of millions who 
work with BRAC to build a better world for themselves, their communities, and 
humanity.  
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