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FOREWORD 

I am pleased to share with you the 2021 mandated report on the State of the LDCs. It 
focuses on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has brought the structural 
handicaps of LDCs into the limelight as it affected them through multiple channels and 
exacerbated their vulnerabilities. 

Thus, COVID-19 has put the development progress achieved over the past 10 years–the 
period of the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action–into jeopardy, just 
at the time when we are preparing for the Fifth United Nations Conference on the LDCs 
(LDC5), which will take place in Doha in January 2022. 

This Conference is expected to provide a comprehensive appraisal of the implementation of 
the Istanbul Programme of Action; address new and emerging challenges and opportunities; 
reinvigorate the global commitment to addressing the special needs of LDCs; and mobilize 
additional international support and formulate and adopt a renewed partnership for LDCs. 

The 2021 report on the State of the LDCs prepared by my office is a call to action. The report 
analyses the effects of COVID-19 in all spheres of live in LDCs, from health and education to 
remittances and employment. It also looks at macroeconomic and financial effects. 

It sheds light on the actions people and governments in LDCs took to combat the 
pandemic–from SMEs producing hand sanitizer and universities developing COVID-19 tests 
to governments expanding support to SMEs and building on the experience from previous 
epidemics to contain the spread of the virus. 

The report presents recommendations on how to build back better and enhance resilience 
to future shocks. As LDCs are often affected by multiple shocks at the same time, not least 
by shocks related to climate change, measures in a new programme of action need to be 
bold and targeted. 

It is my sincere hope that this report will contribute to further dialogue and enhanced 
action in support of the LDCs and an ambitious outcome of the LDC5 Conference, building 
on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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