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Madam Under-Secretary-General,  
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and 
Small Island Developing States,  
Chair of the Group of the Least Developed Countries,  
Honorable Co-Chairs, Vice-Chairs and ex Officio members,  
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen… 
 
Good morning, good afternoon and good evening.  
 
At the outset, allow me to acknowledge the extraordinary circumstances under which we are 
meeting today, and to offer my congratulations to the recently elected co-chairs, the Bureau of the 
Preparatory Committee, and the ex-officio members.  
 
It is no small feat considering we have all had to adapt to new ways of working. Now more than 
ever, it is necessary for all of us to work together - it is therefore very encouraging to see this great 
level of participation and dedication. 
 
Over the last decade, FAO has supported the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action 
(IPoA) for LDCs.  
 
As such, FAO attaches great importance to the Fifth United Nations Conference on LDCs. FAO’s 
Director-General, Qu Dongyu, has prioritized LDCs in the organization’s efforts to reduce hunger 
and boost agricultural potential in the world.  
 
Consequently, a dedicated office working exclusively to address the challenges facing LDCs, as 
well as SIDS and LLDCs, was established last year to catalyze cross-sectoral coordination and to 
foster action. 
 
LDCs, along with LLDCs and SIDS, are also main focus of FAO’s flagship Hand-in-Hand 
Initiative, which was launched in 2019.  
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Hand-in-Hand is an evidence-based, country-led and country-owned initiative that aims to 
accelerate agricultural transformation and sustainable rural development to eradicate poverty 
(SDG 1) and end hunger and all forms of malnutrition (SDG2).  
 
The initiative prioritizes countries where national capacities and international support are the most 
limited, or where operational challenges, including natural- or man-made crises, are the greatest.  
 
To date, 34 countries are part of Hand-in-Hand, of which half are LDCs. 
 
Excellencies,  
 
We cannot address the rise in hunger if we do not, first and foremost, address those who are most 
vulnerable, especially in LDCs.  
 
FAO therefore fully supports the LDC5 Conference and its preparatory process, and will spare no 
effort to ensure its success.  
 
FAO has contributed to the regional preparatory process of LDC5, through ESCWA,   highlighting 
the main challenges faced by Mauritania, Somalia, the Sudan and Yemen that could derail progress 
in the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action. 
 
In addition, the FAO Director-General will participate in the Ministerial Dialogue: Lessons 
Learned and Building Back Better on 22 February during the upcoming LDC5 Africa Regional 
Review Meeting. 
 
FAO is also collaborating in the organization of a session entitled “Building sustainable, inclusive 
and resilient food systems in African LDCs”, which will take place on 25 February during the 
Africa Regional Review Meeting. 
 
In closing, it is clear that the pandemic is forcing all of us to face the realities of growing disparities, 
but it is also bringing forward new and innovative ways in which we can work together to attain 
inclusive, resilient and sustainable solutions for the most vulnerable, all whilst adapting to 
extraordinary circumstances and overcoming barriers we once thought unimaginable. 
  
Let us seize this moment to build back better, for a world free of hunger for all, and where no one 
is left behind.  
  
Thank you.    
 
 
 


