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Madame Chair, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is my pleasure to address this organizational session on behalf of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. The Fifth United Nations Conference on Least 
Developed Countries will be a crucial opportunity to establish goals towards an enabling 
environment for achieving inclusive, equitable and sustainable development in LDCs and 
for the realization of their peoples’ most fundamental human rights and freedoms in the 
post COVID-19 era. 

I headed OHCHR’s delegation and we actively participated and contributed to the 
successful outcome of the Fourth Conference on Least Developed Countries in Istanbul, 
in 2011. Our office closely cooperates with the Office of the High Representative for 
LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS and other UN entities in the build-up to the Fifth Conference. 
The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Michelle Bachelet, expressed to High 
Representative, Ms. ‘Utoikamanu, her full support to ensuring human rights, including 
the right to development, to inform not only the process but the outcome of this important 
conference. 

Examples of our support included the appointment of OHCHR’s focal point for LDCs, 
training to all staff of OHRLLS on human rights indicators and the right to development 
and various other activities by our country offices in most LDCs. We remain ready to 
assist Member States, civil society and all involved in ensuring for a successful outcome 
of the conference. 

Excellencies, 

The 2020 report of the Secretary General and the High Commissioner on the right to 
development (A/HRC/45/21) included analysis, conclusions and recommendations that 
aim at contributing to the UN LDC V. I would like to share with you some of these 
recommendations, focusing for now on the recommendations relating to the procedural 
aspects of the preparation to the conference.  

First, an inclusive, participatory process open to all stakeholders will favor an outcome 
that meets the challenges faced by LDCs and recently graduated countries. To this end, 
the Preparatory Committee should ensure the right to broad, active, free and meaningful 
participation as enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Right to Development. The voices 
and priorities of LDCs and their peoples should be heard during the Conference and 
reflected in its outcomes. 

Second, OHCHR and other United Nations entities present in LDCs should continue to 
raise awareness among the full range of stakeholders and build local capacity towards 



making meaningful contributions to the Conference with a view to promoting the right to 
development and transformative change. 

Third, United Nations human rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies, special 
procedure mandate holders, the universal periodic review and the Working Group on the 
Right to Development, should also contribute to the process by making recommendations 
relating to addressing the increased structural vulnerabilities faced by LDCs and support 
their pursuit of human rights-centered sustainable development. 

Fourth, Development partners, Member States, the United Nations system, international 
development, financial and trade institutions, the private sector and foundations should 
consider the call made by the Group of Least Developed Countries for a global stimulus 
package for LDCs to address the burgeoning development and human rights challenges 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic (A/74/843). 

We hope to provide more substantive inputs to the new programme of work for LDCs at 
later stage. 

Thank you, Madame Chair. 


