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Excellences, distinguished guests, 

I am honored and grateful for the opportunity to address this important 

Session, sharing the perspectives of the Office for Outer Space 

Affairs.  

2020 was one of the most challenging years in decades. Sadly, the 

most vulnerable people and countries have been hit the hardest.  

How do we recover? We must embrace that setbacks provide the 

opportunity to come back even stronger. In this regard, three words 

come to my mind – ambition, solidarity, equality.  

The moves we make going forward must be bold and aspiring – truly 

leaving no one behind. 

Transformative deeds will also require transformative tools. Right 

now, we are far from where we need to be. The gaps between, but also 

within, nations are still too great.  

We must act now – yesterday was already late. 

Space is certainly one of these critical sectors.  
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Almost 40% of targets underpinning the whole board of SDGs benefit 

from geolocation and Earth Observation. Add SatComs to the mix and 

we are likely well over 50 percent.  

The power of satellites gets translated into economy, food and water 

security, disaster management as well as climate action. We cannot 

think of a prosperous and sustainable future without space.   

We should certainly celebrate that 30 nations became emerging space 

countries in the last decade. But we cannot rest on our laurels.  

Capitalizing on this trend is of critical importance. There are still over 

100 UN Member States who are lagging behind.  

So, how do we address the existing gaps? Thanks to outreach and 

awareness raising, the narrative is gradually changing around the 

world. From asking “what can space do for us?” to “what we can 

collectively do to ensure that space benefits are available to everyone, 

everywhere?”. 

The Office for Outer Space Affairs, owing to its unique position in the 

UN system as well as vis-à-vis external stakeholders, seeks answers 

and solutions to this question.  

Serving as a facilitator of international cooperation and being a 

holistic capacity-builder, we organized hundreds of activities in the 

past decades reaching well over 25 thousand people.  

And we remain innovative in our capacity-building efforts. The 

Access to Space for All initiative launched in 2018 embraces 
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triangular cooperation, enabling access to state-of-the-art facilities of 

our partners.  

Gravity experiments, satellite development and launch, access to 

space stations, and even future exploration efforts – the portfolio 

keeps expanding. 

In less than three years, we already created a legacy. Through Access 

to Space for All, and in particular through the KiboCUBE project, 

Kenya and Guatemala managed to launch their first-ever satellites. 

Soon, more countries will follow, accentuating the power of 

cooperation.  

A Call for Application is currently open for the 6th round of 

KiboCUBE and I would like to encourage you all to spread the word 

in universities and institutions in your countries. 

And we do not stop there.  

We are upgrading current and developing novel avenues to bring 

space closer to humanity. 

A recent example, UNOOSA joined forces with the UN Technology 

Bank for LDCs. Through this agreement, we aim to bring space 

technology where it is most needed. 

I am grateful to all our partners for supporting our mission to bridge 

the space capabilities gap and I am looking forward to expanding our 

network in the future. There is no viable substitute for cooperation.  
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We only have this Decade of Action to achieve the global pledges. 

While the pandemic has certainly dealt a blow to decades of tireless 

efforts, I am confident that with the right approach, the right tools and 

with solidarity at heart we will succeed. Count on us! 

Thank you. 

 


